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The University came top in the National 
Student Survey (NSS 2016) rankings, voted 
for by students, with its best score ever for 
student satisfaction. This follows the earlier 
accolade of Buckingham being awarded The 
Times and Sunday Times ‘University of the 
Year for Teach Quality 2016’.

“We know every one of our students by their 
name and we monitor their individual results 
and strengths and weaknesses. Because of 
this we know when any of our students has a 
problem with a certain part of a module and 
then we can encourage them and possibly 
intervene before it is too late. I think it is not 
realistic to expect the same results from each 
student as they are all individuals. In other 
universities it is impossible to track individual 
results because of the large number of 
students they have. We have small classes so 
we can afford to do this.

I am almost sure that our employability 
rate is close to 100% because our graduates 
either start working within 6 months of 
completing their degree or they are pursuing 

a higher degree. We also have good relations 
with quite a few companies who offer our 
students work experience during their studies 
or internships after graduation. All of the 
students or graduates that took part in one 
of these programmes were hired afterwards. 
I think that this is because we offer the 
traditional 3 year degree in 2 years. This 
means our students work exceptionally hard, 
and are agile and well organised. They have to 
meet short deadlines and hand in their course 
work on time term after term. If they succeed 
to do this here, then they are capable of doing 
this at work as well and that is what makes 
our students stand out.”

Hongbo Du
Senior Lecturer in Applied Computing

University of Buckingham tops 
National Student Survey (NSS 2016)

Computing at Buckingham
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The new Iraqi Counsellor Attaché 
visits Buckingham

The new Iraqi Counsellor Attaché, Dr Hassan Al Alak, was invited to Buckingham to meet 
staff and students. Dr Harin Sellahewa presented an overview of the research environment 
at Buckingham and highlighted the University’s most recent achievements. A number of 
Iraqi students presented their research work to Dr Alak. This was followed by lunch at the 
Ondaatje Hall where the University’s Dean of Research, Professor Susan Edwards addressed the 
gathering, which included representatives from several support departments of the university.
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Erasmus and staff mobility for teaching

I was honoured to accept the 
invitation from Dr Harin Sellahewa to 
deliver a short course on computer 
graphics for their graduate students.

This was a unique experience for 
me and I loved it. I managed to offer 
something students weren’t familiar 
with before. The students managed 
to finish their first 3D animations 
and together, we celebrated their 
success.

Having graduate students from different fields on a computer graphics seminar was 
very inspiring as it was interesting to see their way of thinking and their interpretation 
of concepts. Students were eager to learn, willing to stay longer and continue the 
discussion. They challenged me with their questions making this a two-way learning 
experience.

I am beyond grateful to my hosts, Dr Harin Sellahewa and the entire Department of 
Applied Computing.

Dr Belma Ramić-Brkić , Sarajevo School of Science and Technology
 

Between 17 and 23 June 2016 I was given the 
opportunity to teach the course ‘Multimedia Security 
and Forensics’ at the Deptartment of Applied 
Computing at the University of Buckingham.

Being used to classes of 60+ students on 
Bachelor level and 20+ students on Master level, 
the experience to teach in front of an audience of 
about a dozen highly motivated PhD, Master and 
Bachelor students was an interesting and stimulating 
experience for me.

The small group allowed for interesting discussions 
fuelled by the personal experiences of the students, 
many of whom had projects or thesis topics in fields 
closely related to my course.
Dr. Christian Kraetzer, Otto von Guericke University
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Sporting success for Computing 
Department

On Wednesday 20 April 2016, in what proved 
to be an exhilarating and memorable night, 
our University football team defeated Willen 
FC 4-2. The event was hosted by Buckingham 
Athletic Football Club. The team was formed 
in 2011 by a small group of passionate 
students. Now, three of our Applied 
Computing students are part of the winning 
team and we are very proud of them.

We want to put our Computing students 
in the spotlight because we are extremely 
proud and all three of them deserve big 
congratulations. One by one they have 
proven themselves to be real champions. 
Together with the whole team they played an 
outstanding game and they can now celebrate 
their victory! This achievement proves that 
it’s not just about studying at the University of 
Buckingham, it’s also about getting involved 
and enjoying student life. 

Stefan Ridley, Sports Officer

Top right: Head of Department 
with Monjed ElMashri and Joshua 
Uvbiekpahor from the winning team. 

Middle right: UoB Badminton Team, 
including Harin Sellahewa (Head of 
Department) in Bournemouth. 

Left: Nasiru Ibrahim (DPhil Computing)
at practice for UoB Basketball Team. 
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Project posters

The poster session is an important 
component of the Final Year Individual 
Project. Our students are assessed on the 
quality of their poster and their ability to 
answer technical questions. The two best 
posters are selected by staff and students 
and displayed in the Department for a year. 
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Meet our staff

I started working in Admissions and Marketing 
for the School of Science in November 2013.  
As a result of the University’s success, the 
department has grown over recent years. 
Consequently, I now share the Admissions role 
with Morgan Loberg.

Our Admissions Tutor for Computing, Dr 
Harin Sellahewa, invites all candidates to visit 
the department or discuss their application via 
skype, so every candidate will have the benefit 
of knowing more about the department and 
our unique small group teaching style, as part 
of their admissions journey. In Admissions we 
try to ensure that all applicants have the best 
possible experience and feel fully informed 
when they are making their choice to study at 
Buckingham. We are always happy to help and 
answer any questions, believing that the more 
you know, the easier the decision will be for 
our applicants.  

Rosie Johnson 
 Admissions and Marketing Administrator

My name is Jayne and I work alongside Sharon 
dealing with all the administration in the 
School of Science. I joined the department in 
October 2015.

Once the student arrives at the University 
my role is to help them find their way and 
settle in as quickly as possible. I complete 
the student timetables, free choice and 
electives of the programme alongside this 
making students aware of assessment 
deadlines where students can clearly see 
and understand when coursework and exams 
are due in the term. I am the secretary to 
the School learning and teaching committee 
which continually reviews the programmes 
and module content in both Applied 
Computing and Psychology  

If you have any queries or feedback come 
and find us and we will be more than happy to 
help!

 
Jayne Kelly

Administrator School of Science 
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Students and alumni 

The Computing Department is a big family 
and everyone has strong bonds with each 
other. Our lecturers are always reachable and 
knowledgeable in their field. Harin (Head 
of department) often creates opportunity 
for us to learn more by leading us to more 
workshops and internships. We’ve got some 
advanced technology like HoloLens and we 
also form groups to create applications to 
make use of the HoloLens.

My favourite subject by far is Computer 
Networks. The lecturer has taught so well 
that I wish to go into the networking field 
in the future. As I really like the course, I’ve 
decided to work on this subject as my final 
year project is to make a routing algorithm 
simulator. 

As a final year student, my future plan is to 
get a job in the UK if it’s possible or if I could 
get a first class degree I would like to do a 
Masters Degree in a related field.

Hui Ling Lee 
BSc Computing

When I opted for the MSc Innovative 
Computing programme at the University, 
I was happy to find it up to date and 
relevant to my goal: I wanted to build on 
my core Computer Science background 
and prepare for working in the computing 
industry. Not only did the programme meet 
my expectations, the modules we studied 
encouraged a mindset of innovation. I had 
a great degree of freedom when exploring 
technologies to use in my final project. 

After graduating, the technologies I 
learned helped open the door to my first job 
where I could apply my knowledge directly.

I am proud to have been taught by a 
Department that is involved in efforts to 
get more women in STEM careers, which is 
something I am particularly passionate about

I will always be grateful for the invaluable 
support I received from staff during my 
studies. 

 
Jean Jimbo

MSc Innovative Computing, 2012
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New starters 

Dr Matthew Oakes
KTP Associate

Sandipan Pal 
KTP Associate

Dr Yuan Liu 
KTP Associate

Dr Athar Ali 
Lecturer in Computer Science 

Undergraduate Programme Director
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KTP Projects at Biometrics 2016

The department has been involved in two 
Innovate UK projects (Knowledge Transfer 
Partnership) in collaboration with Deepnet 
Security to research and develop novel 
cloud-based authentication services. Last 
October, the projects were showcased in 
Biometrics 2016, held in the Queen Elizabeth 
II Conference Centre, London. Biometrics 
is one of the most respected events in the 
Biometrics domain within Europe and draws 
an international audience from academia 
and industry. The event comprises of an 
academic conference and an industrial 
exhibition. The two KTP associates, 
Matthew and Sandipan presented individual 
posters of their experimental work in the 
academic conference and also offered live 
demonstrations of FaceSense and SignSense 

to the visitors of the exhibition. 
FaceSense is a novel cloud-based face 

authentication system that would allow users 
to verify themselves using a simple, low cost 
webcam. SignSense is also a novel cloud-
based authentication modality that verifies 
users based on their signatures on touch-
screen devices. Both technologies use state-
of-the-art signal processing, image processing 
and machine learning algorithms. One can try 
the online demonstrations of the technologies 
at https://bio.deepnetsecurity.com/

To learn more about the research and 
development process of these technologies, 
please contact Sandipan Pal [sandipan.pal@
buckignham.ac.uk] or Dr Hisham Al-Assam 
[hisham.al-assam@buckingham.ac.uk]. 
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Lectures and invited talks of 2016

15 March 
Invited Talk by Dr Naseer Al-Jawad 
Title: Simultaneous Compression and Encryption for 
Secured Video Transmission
Location: Sarajevo School of Science and Technologies

19 April 
Invited Talk by Dr Hisham Al-Assam
Title: Computational life science: has it been 
successful enough?
Location: School of Life, Health and Chemical 
Sciences, The Open University, Milton Keynes

11 May 
Public Lecture by Dr Hisham Al-Assam
Title: Artificial Intelligence: Can Machines Outperform 
Human?
Location: Public Understanding of Science Lecture, St 
Paul’s Catholic School, Milton Keynes

17 November 
Invited Talk by Dr Hisham Al-Assam
Title: Computers in Medicine
Location: The Adstock Science Club, Adstock

1 December 
Invited Talk by Professor Sabah Jassim
Title: Privacy and security concerns in Cloud Services: 
Challenges and potential solutions
Location: FP7 Marie-Curie project “CloudScreen” 
Trainning School, Loughborough University London

1 December 
Invited Talk by Dr Harin Sellahewa
Title: Touch Gesture-Based Authentication on Smart 
Devices: How secure is Pattern Unlock?
Location: FP7 Marie-Curie project “CloudScreen” 
Trainning School, Loughborough University London

Dr Hisham Al-Assam

Dr Naseer Al-Jawad

Prof. Sabah Jassim

Dr Harin Sellahewa
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Interns from KDG, Belgium 

The Department welcomed four interns from Karel de Grote University College in Belgium. The 
interns spent nine weeks at Buckingham and worked on activities ranging from marketing and 
admissions to event organisation. They made a valuable contribution to the School of Science. 
Here’s what they had to say about their internship at Buckingham.

 “At first I didn’t know what to expect from Buckingham, for it being known as a small town 
and quite unknown to me. I must admit that the town started growing on me and the last 
9 weeks I’ve spent here were very pleasant. The people were so kind and welcoming and I 
especially would like to thank Paul & Carl, for the jolly rides home.” 

Lia Bagdasaryan

“I liked being in touch with students of my age, and they always give you a smile when 
they see you. That’s the big difference between England and Belgium. Everyone here is so 
social and talkative.

I’m very happy that my mentor allowed me to attend classes. I’m so grateful because 
I’ve learned a lot of interesting things about law. And the teachers here give lectures so 
well. When my mentor told me and Lia (another Belgian intern) that we could attend the 
graduation day, I felt so flattered. The ceremony and all the traditional things that go with 
it is something I’ve only seen on TV. It is such a great memory.” 

Fairouse Chihabi

“I remember the first day at work like it was yesterday. Harin, my mentor, introduced 
me to everyone in Applied Computing and Psychology and they were so nice! I had the 
opportunity to complete a variety of assignments that allowed me to challenge myself, use 
my creativity and learn new skills. I wrote articles for the website, launched a survey, wrote 
reports, organized events and set up the @UB_Computing Twitter account, which you 
should definitely follow. I attended talks by the Vice-Chancellor and guest speakers, and 
on Wednesdays I followed a lecture to improve my English speaking skills. I really couldn’t 
have wished for a better internship! I had an amazing time and I’m grateful to Harin and all 
the other staff members for the opportunity.” 

Kim Corthouts
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Science Admissions
Morgan Loberg
Tel: +44 (0)1280 828219 | +44 (0)7711 589 260
Email: science-admissions@buckingham.ac.uk

University Admissions
Tel: +44 (0)1280 820313
Email: admissions@buckingham.ac.uk

International Office
Tel: +44 (0)1280 820155
Email: international-office@buckingham.ac.uk

Scholarships and bursaries

High Achiever Scholarships
An automatic scholarship, worth £2,000 per annum, is available to undergraduate Home
(UK/EU) students achieving AAB or above in their A Levels.

Five Counties Scholarships
Receive £2,000 per year towards your tuition fees if you are an undergraduate
living in Buckinghamshire (including Milton Keynes), Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire,
Northamptonshire or Oxfordshire.

Buckingham Bursaries
Students in receipt of a maintenance loan of £5,000 or more per annum will receive 
an automatic bursary of £1,100 per annum.

Postgraduate First Class Scholarship 
A postgraduate scholarship is available to home and international students holding a 
First class Bachelor’s Honours degree that is recognised to UK standard. This scholarship 
reduces tuition fees by 33%.

Book a tour by contacting us 
via the details above

Book a tour of the campus

Go to: www.buckingham.ac.uk/
open-days/

Come to an Open Day

The University of Buckingham, Yeomanry House, Hunter Street, Buckingham, MK18 1EG

facebook.com/UniBuckingham
@UniOfBuckingham
@UB_Computing ub_computing 


