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A group of Buckingham’s Politics students 
were the first to see the restored Magna 
Carta in the Guildhall Art Gallery. They were 
accompanied by Professor Mallory Factor 
for the visit on 11 September 2014. They also 
had lunch with the Speaker of the House 
of Commons and Buckingham MP, John 
Bercow, prior to the viewing.

The 1297 Magna Carta, widely regarded 
as one of the finest surviving 13th century 
copies, is in the new Heritage Gallery at the 
Guildhall, which opened to the public the 
day afterwards to mark the 800th anniversary 
of the famous document.

For students studying American politics, it 

was particularly poignant that the visit was 
on 11 September with an American professor. 
The Magna Carta laid the foundations 
for modern democracy. Over the years it 
developed great significance for Americans 
and is thought to have influenced the 
framers of the Declaration of Independence.

Professor Factor said, “The Magna Carta 
is so important. It is the foundation of 
Western civilisation’s rule of law and is vital 
to the American experiment, harking back 
to the Glorious Revolution. That’s why we 
came here, because it’s so important to see 
it for real, to see what really makes Western 
civilisation tick.”

Visit to Parliament
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BUCSIS on the road
Dr Julian Richards delivered a three-day 
workshop at Link Campus University 
in Rome on Intelligence Analysis and 
Dissemination. Thanks go to Professor 
Luigi Sergio Germani for hosting the 
workshop. Dr Richards also joined 
Chief Inspector Elaine Axe of Thames 
Valley Police at NATO’s ‘Defence Against 
Terrorism’ Centre of Excellence (COE-DAT) 
Conference in Turkey. The conference 
was the first of a planned series of 
events looking at the responses of 
NATO countries and their partners to 
contemporary terrorism threats.

High level visits to Buckingham
BUCSIS has been honoured by high-
ranking visits from Japan and Tanzania. In 
September, Professor Motohiro Tsuchiya 
(Keio University), Izumi Harada (Tokyo) 
and Captain Keizo Kitagawa (Defence 
Attaché of the Japanese Embassy) came 
to discuss the Centre’s teaching and 
research. Japan is currently the subject 
of intense cyber attacks from China and 
there is a wish to consider how best it 
might protect its security in the future. 
In the same month, Colonel Jackson 
Mwaseba, the Tanzanian Defence Attaché 
in London visited. Discussions covered the 
ways in which BUCSIS could strengthen 
its ties with the Tanzanian government 
and its security agencies through the 
sponsorship of further student exchange 
programmes and short courses.

Forging links with Spain
Security and Intelligence Studies student 
Glenn McPhee  undertook an exploratory 
visit to the Rey Juan Carlos University 
in Madrid. He sat in on the Master’s for 
Intelligence Analysts course. The visit was 
supported by the Santander Universities 
Scheme and marks the beginning of a 
regular programme of exchanges between 
Madrid and Buckingham. 

Evidence to Parliament
In October, Professor Anthony Glees and 
Dr Julian Richards of BUCSIS gave written 
and oral evidence to the parliamentary 
Intelligence and Security Committee’s 
(ISC) Privacy and Security Inquiry. Both 
answered questions on the role of the 
state’s intelligence capabilities within 
the framework of a contemporary liberal 
democracy.

Professors Glees and Richards at ISC
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Postgraduate programmes

Buckingham is re-launching its Global 
Affairs programme. From September 2015 – 
subject to University approval – the existing 
MA programmes in Global Affairs and Global 
Affairs and Diplomacy  will be consolidated 
into a single programme: Foreign Policy and 
Diplomacy. This exciting development is 
being led by Dr Julian Richards.

BUCSIS  will continue to offer its MA in 
Security and Intelligence Studies. There is 
very strong demand for this programme and 
plans for expansion of both BUCSIS and its 
courses. There will be a major feature on this 
in the next newsletter. Both BUCSIS and the 
Centre for Global Affairs (CGA) will continue 
to offer the MA in Security, Intelligence and 
Diplomacy.

All teaching and research takes place in 
the grade II listed Prebend House, which 
was re-opened in 2012 after a full restoration 
made possible by a generous gift from Lord 
Tanlaw.

Prebend House

A one-day workshop was hosted at Prebend House on 14 November 2014 to discuss the 
Syria crisis. The workshop covered the challenges to UK security resulting from British 
citizens travelling to Syria to wage jihad on behalf of such groups as ISIS; the ethnic and 
religious complexity of Syria; the relationship between ISIS and the Sunni Arab tribes of 
Syria and Iraq; the economic factors underlying the civil war; and the broader regional and 
international dimensions of the conflict. We were joined on the day by Detective Sergeant 
Christopher Green from Thames Valley Police, Mr Jonathan Paris from the Chertoff Institute, 
Mr Haian Dukhan and Dr Omar Imady from St Andrews University, and Dr Mohga Bassim 
and Dr Valentina Kostadinova from the University of Buckingham.

Syria crisis workshop
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News from the IEA

Economic Affairs
The Department enjoys close links with the 
Institute of Economic Affairs (IEA). Economic 
Affairs: A Journal of Liberal Political Economy 
is published by the IEA and the University 
of Buckingham. The current (October 2014) 
issue continues the policy of offering 
readers a range of different approaches to 
economic issues:
• Distinguished financial journalist 

Martin Wolff leads off with his Wincott 
Memorial Lecture on the recent financial 
crisis.

• Robert C.B. Miller links linguistic theory 
to entrepreneurship, arguing that, like 
language, the propensity to trade is an 
inbuilt characteristic of human beings.

• Arguing that apparent deregulation 
often fails to generate effective 
competition, Patrick Massey draws 
attention to the failure in Ireland 
to break the state bus companies’ 
monopoly.

• Should laws restrict the resale of 
tickets for sporting and entertainment 
events? Vincent Gelasso analyses how 
a secondary market in tickets acts 
as a risk management tool for event 
organisers.

• Credit intermediation outside the 
formal banking system is a widespread 
phenomenon. Shalendra Sharma 
discusses reasons for the proliferation of 
shadow banks in China.

• David Howden and Yang Zhou explain 
the genesis of China’s one-child policy 
and the problems it has caused.

• In a prize-winning essay, Alexander 
Salter develops an Austrian analysis of 
debt erosion by governments.

• A quarter of a century after the death 
of William H. Hutt, Graham Dawson 
makes a case for reviving interest in this 
idiosyncratic economist.

Internships at the IEA
The 2015 internships run for five weeks 
during the summer, the first wave from 6 
July to 7 August and the second wave from 
10 August to 11 September. Interns pursue a 
specific area of research and are supervised 
by an expert in their field. Enquiries and 
applications can be made at any time up 
to 31 May.  There may be limited funding 
and a stipend for some but not all of these 
positions. The Summer interns are expected 
as part of their position to attend a weekly 
lecture or presentation put on as part of an 
academic programme for them (normally 
at the IEA) and to deliver a presentation at 
some stage on their own research.

Anyone who would like to undertake an 
academic internship but is unable to apply 
for the Summer Programme can apply at 
any time for an unpaid internship that will 
run for an agreed period of time outside 
the summer months. Interns will receive 
academic support and be able to attend the 
regular events held at the IEA, but there will 
not be a dedicated programme of lectures 
as in the summer. For more details, visit the 
IEA website.



Last year saw important publications 
produced and lectures delivered by members 
of the Department.

In April 2014 Professor Martin Ricketts 
gave the Friedrich von Wieser Memorial 
Lecture at the Prague Conference on Political 
Economy (PCPE) and was awarded the 2014 
Friedrich von Wieser Memorial Prize for 
Excellence in Economics Education.

Professor Geoffrey Alderman wrote a 
comprehensive history of the Jews of the 
United Kingdom  entitled British Jewry Since 
Emancipation (University of Buckingham 
Press, 2014). Professor Alderman examines 
the social structure and economic base of 
Jewish communities in Victorian England, 
through the great immigrations of the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries, and the 
development of the Zionist movement in 
Britain to contemporary issues.

Dr Ali Kabiri published The Great Crash 

of 1929: A Reconciliation of Theory and 
Evidence (Palgrave Macmillan, 2014), which 
investigates what drove stocks so high 
and then caused them to crash. Dr Kabiri 
re-examines all the unanswered questions 
on the Great Crash, using new data sets to 
explain the changes which led to the 1920s 
stock market boom and the 1929 crash. 

Dr Julian Richards published Cyber-War: 
The Anatomy of the Global Security Threat 
(OUP, 2014), which takes a socio-political 
approach to the widely debated issue 
of cyber-war. Dr Richards considers the 
changing patterns of conflict, international 
diplomacy and governmental thinking in 
the face of this emerging threat. A number 
of case studies are explored, from the 
explosion of a Soviet pipeline in the latter 
stages of the Cold War, to the 2007 attacks 
on Estonia and the recent discovery of the 
Stuxnet worm in an Iranian nuclear plant.

Dr Richards also published a reference 
article on cyber warfare in David Armstrong 
(ed.), Oxford Bibliographies in International 
Relations (OUP, 2014).

Dr Juan Castañeda published, ‘When 
Money Matters: Some Policy Lessons from 
the Business Cycle in Spain, 1998–2013’ (World 
Economics, 15/2,  June 2014). The article 
analyses the main hypotheses underlying 
the mainstream macroeconomic models 
used in recent years to explain inflation and 
its relation to money. 

Dr Paul Graham published an article in 
the Journal of European Studies entitled, ‘The 
avant-garde of decline: Karl Heinz Bohrer’s 
essays on England’. Dr Graham’s article 

Publications and lectures
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Professor Ricketts at the PCPE



focuses primarily on essays that German 
literary critic Karl Heinz Bohrer wrote on 
England between 1968 and 1981 and which 
were published in Ein bißchen Lust am 
Untergang: Englische Ansichten (Second 
Edition, 1982). At the heart of these essays is 

the concept of decadence, employed here as 
a positive – or at least ambivalent – concept. 
Later works by Bohrer are also discussed, 
including a ‘memoir’ of his childhood and 
early adulthood: Granatsplitter: Erzählung 
einer Jugend (2012).

Last October, Mike Rogers, Chairman of the 
US Congress Permanent Select Committee 
on Intelligence, came to Buckingham to 
speak about the future of intelligence and 
the need to stand firm against terrorism.

In his talk, the Congressman said he 
felt ‘right at home at the University of 
Buckingham, having himself attended a 
small liberal arts college in America. There 
was a capacity audience for the 40-minute 

Visit of Congressman Mike Rogers

talk, ‘Secret Intelligence – the problem of 
knowing things others can’t be told’, and a 
question and answer session afterwards.

Mr Rogers – who represents Michigan – 
spoke about the importance of standing 
firm against terrorism globally and made 
reference to the situation in Syria, Iraq and 
the Ukraine as well as talking about recent 
acts of terrorism in Ottawa and New York.
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Santander scholarships

Coase scholarships

An exceptional endowment from Professor 
Ronald Coase has made it possible to 
offer generous scholarships in the area 
of Economics and related subjects. These 
scholarships enable at least three students 
to study at the University at a significantly 
reduced fee. 

Professor Coase (1910-2013) was one of 
the greatest economic thinkers of the 
last century whose intellectual influence 
grew throughout his life. His ideas have 
established whole new areas of economic 
enquiry and profoundly affected the analysis 
of public policy. He received the Nobel Prize 
for Economics in 1991. Nearing his 100th year, 
he co-authored (with Wang Ning) a book on 
China entitled How China Became Capitalist.

He showed his support for the University 
not only by favouring its founding ethos 
of independence from the state and by 
accepting an Honorary DSc in 1995, but 
by giving a generous benefaction which 
enables scholarships to be awarded each 
year to undergraduate students. 

Coase Scholarship candidates should 

be UK citizens and should have, or expect 
to achieve, at least 320 A-level points. 
Particular consideration will be given to 
students requiring financial assistance.

Candidates are asked to submit an essay 
of about 2,000 words on “You get what you 
pay for” (deadline: 1 May 2015). 

The Department has a number of Mobility 
Scholarships available for our Humanities 
graduate students (MA/MPhil/DPhil) and 
academic staff to study, attend seminars/
conferences, or develop a research 
programme overseas at one of our partners 
within the Santander Universities network. 

Professor Ronald Coase (1910-2013)

Each award is worth up to a maximum of 
£1,000. In addition, there are scholarships 
for Humanities academics to undertake 
more advanced research with one of our 
Santander partners, either in the UK or 
overseas. Each award is worth up to a 
maximum of £5,000.



International Studies Admissions
Jaci Garbe
Tel: +44 (0)1280 820369
Email: international-studies-admissions@buckingham.ac.uk

University Admissions
Tel: +44 (0)1280 820313
Email: admissions@buckingham.ac.uk

International Office
Tel: +44 (0)1280 820155
Email: international-office@buckingham.ac.uk

The University of Buckingham
Hunter Street
Buckingham

MK18 1EG
United Kingdom

www.buckingham.ac.uk

Scholarships and bursaries
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High achiever scholarships
An automatic scholarship, worth £2,500 per annum, is available to undergraduate Home 
(UK/EU) students achieving ABB or above (or equivalent) in their A Levels (excluding 
General Studies). 

Four counties scholarships
If you live in Buckinghamshire (including Milton Keynes), Bedfordshire, Northamptonshire 
or Oxfordshire, you will be entitled to a local scholarship of £2,500 per annum providing 
you meet the conditions of your offer. This scholarship is dependent on you making 
Buckingham your firm choice. You are not eligible for this award if you hold another 
scholarship from the University.

Buckingham bursaries
If, when you join the University, you are in receipt of a Maintenance Grant from Student 
Finance, you will receive an additional Buckingham bursary of £1,100 towards your tuition 
fees. This bursary may not be held with any other scholarship from the University.


