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Welcome to the 
Spring issue of 
The Independent. 
With the campus 
in full bloom 
again this  
is always  

an exciting time for the University,  
and this year is no exception.

Graduation, the highlight  
of our calendar, was particularly 
memorable as we welcomed both  
a new Chancellor and a new tradition. 
Lady Keswick, former political adviser 
to Kenneth Clarke, stepped up to  
the role in an elegant installation 
ceremony held the previous day.  
She has already won the hearts of  
staff and students and sailed through  
the ceremonies as though she had 
been doing it for years. On Page 9  
you can read more about her and  
her aims as Chancellor.

 Lady Keswick replaces Lord Tanlaw, 
whose devotion and generosity to the 

University has been unending. His 
portrait now hangs alongside those  
of our other former Chancellors in the 
University’s Dining Room and we hope 
he and Lady Tanlaw will continue to 
visit on a regular basis.

Student Rachel Evans took the stage 
at graduation to be the University’s 
first valedictorian, a tradition that  
will now be followed each year. 
Despite some nerves she relished  
the opportunity, and an interview  
with her can be found on Page 8,  
along with a report of the ceremonies 
on Page 6.

You will also see that this issue  
is crammed with news from our 
flourishing departments. David 
Jacques, archaeologist of the 
Humanities Research Institute,  
has made a number of revolutionary 
discoveries including evidence that 
frogs’ legs were an English delicacy 
thousands of years before they were  
in France. Turn to Page 4 to read more.

The Medical School is moving  
from strength to strength with the 
success of its first two Open Days. 
Over 100 people came to campus  
to see and experience what life would 
be like as an undergraduate doctor  
at Buckingham, and a report can  
be found on Page 5.

In this issue our alumni interview  
is with London art adviser Jason 
Colchin-Carter (Business Studies 
1992). On Page 14 he speaks about  
his occasional struggle with university 
modules and his first enterprise as a 
graduate producing “death cigarettes”.

Then of course we have all the 
details of alumni events this year.  
The main two are the Alumni  
Summer Party in June and the 
Reunion Dinner in October. We hope 
that many of you will be able to visit  
us on campus and we look forward  
to welcoming you back.
Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni & Graduation
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 From the Vice - Chancellor

Our annual accounts are being audited as I write this, 
but it seems we will be reporting a record turnover  
for 2013 of £25 million, with a surplus of £1.4 million  
(the figures for 2012 were £21.5 million and £1.6 million 
respectively). On campus we are not only refurbishing 
the Chandos Road Building to provide an immediate 
home for the Medical School while we prepare the 
recently-acquired Spine Building on the Right Bank  
as that School’s permanent home, but we are also 
bedding down the football field we have bought across 
the river from the Tanlaw Mill. The field overlooks  
the beautiful house called Walnut Yard, which is another 
of our recent acquisitions. I shall publicly thank the 
munificent donors who enabled us to make these 
glorious purchases when the time is ripe. 

Meanwhile, lovely Prebend House, whose 
refurbishment was enabled only thanks to the 
generosity of Lord and Lady Tanlaw (Lord Tanlaw  
has been this University’s most consistent benefactor) 
as well as to the generosity of Lord Sainsbury’s Linbury 
Trust and to the generosity of Sir Martin Jacomb,  
is now crowded as we seek ever more space for our 
expansion. So, is all sunny in the Buckingham garden? 
Well, yes and no. But the no is also a yes.

Our immediate problem is that competition from  
the other British universities is brisker than ever.  
So 2014 might see the first, albeit small, dip in our 
student numbers since we embarked on our current 
wave of expansion ten years ago. Numbers will resume 
their expansion in 2015 when the Medical School opens, 
so the 2014 dip will be only temporary (and it will  
allow us to refurbish Hailsham House to instal en-suite 
bathrooms and to double the kitchen and common 

The challenges ahead  
by Terence Kealey

spaces). But let me ask: why is competition from  
the other British universities intensifying? The answer  
is Buckingham.

The Buckingham story starts, really, in 1919. Before 
then all universities in England and Wales (Scotland  
was always a little different) were private charities, 
independent of government funding or control, and  
in their business models they were similar to the 
American Ivy League’s or to America’s liberal arts 
colleges or to Buckingham today. But the First World 
War bankrupted Britain’s universities: for four years  
they were deprived of fee income, while the war-time 
inflation destroyed their endowments. So in 1919  
the Government launched the University Grants 
Committee to subsidise the universities.

By 1975 the universities had effectively joined the 
public sector. Over 90 per cent of their income was  
by then coming from the Government, and the 
universities had adopted the Government – not the 
students – as their client.

So in 1975 a group of academics, philanthropists  
and political thinkers launched Buckingham as Britain’s 
first independent university in over 50 years, to put the 
student (and research free of fear or favour) at the heart 
of the institution. The other British universities regarded 
us with suspicion but successive governments admired 
our model. So in 1981 the Tory government introduced 
fees for international students in all universities,  
in 1997 the Labour government introduced universal 
home undergraduate top-up fees of £1k pa (rising  
to 3k pa in 2004) and recently the current coalition 
government raised them to £9k pa. Further, 
Buckingham’s example led the current government  
to abolish the caps on student numbers that had 
hitherto been imposed on the state-funded universities.  
Today, in their business models, the other universities  
in the UK look increasingly like Buckingham. No wonder 
they’re competing well.

To a huge extent, therefore, Buckingham has  
won the philosophical battle for the soul of Britain’s 
universities, and now we must translate that victory  
into the best student experience in Britain. But we  
can’t do that alone. Only if our alumni continue to keep 
in touch with us, only if they continue to recommend  
us to potential new students, and only if they continue  
to think of further ways by which we might access even 
more donations, will we ourselves continue along our 
current trajectory of excellence.

Our 10-year ambition is to so rise in the league tables 
that everybody’s degree – whenever it was earned –  
will be enhanced in consequence. Working together,  
we and the Buckingham diaspora can do this. 
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University News

Cleaning up 
festivals

The unpredictable British weather makes 
festivals a daunting prospect for many 
people, with rain-drenched mud baths  
and washed up campsites the images  
we often see from British summer events.

But now a Buckingham student is hoping 
to change the experience for festival-goers 
with a new eco-friendly all-in-one wash 
travel kit.

Squeaky Green is the brainchild of 
Business Enterprise student Esme Finch. 
“Festivals can be very unhygienic, clammy 
places so we aim to make the experience 
more enjoyable, clean and convenient 
whilst raising awareness about being 
eco-friendly,” she says. 

“My idea for Squeaky Green was borne 
out of my own experience and needs  
as a festival-goer. It is ideal for festivals, 
campers, travellers or even those going  
on holiday or a business trip.”

The kit contains the first all-in-one 
bodywash, shampoo and conditioner  
bar, made especially for it. The  
bespoke bar is made by a small  
company specialising in eco-friendly 
beauty products.

Also in the kit is a renewable  
bamboo toothbrush, mineral spray 
deodorant, 2-in-1 body wipes, face  
wipes, mouthwash, eco-friendly  
toothpaste tablets and a towel which  
lasts double the normal amount of  
time – eight years instead of the average  
for a towel, which is four. 

Esme, 20, is in the final year  
of her degree and as well  
as marketing the kit online –  
she has just had her first  
few orders – she is planning  
to attend festivals to 
promote her products.  
The Buckingham  
Business Enterprise 
degree is one of only 
three in the world 
where students are 
paid up to £5,000 to 
set up a business as 
part of their course.

More information  
on the eco-friendly 
products is available 
from Esme at info@
squeakygreen.org.uk.

Frogs’ legs an 
English delicacy 
9,000 years ago
Frogs’ legs have long been considered  
to be the preserve of the French but  
a new discovery at David Jacques’s 
archaeological dig has revealed that  
they were in fact an English delicacy first.

The charred toad’s leg bone was found 
alongside small fish vertebrate bones  
and burnt Aurochs’ bones (the predecessor 
of cows). The finds date back to between 
6250BC and 7596BC, making this discovery 
the earliest evidence of a cooked toad  
or frog leg found in the world and around 
eight millennia before the French.  
This means that frogs’ legs were actually  
an English delicacy first.

David Jacques, Senior Research  
Fellow in Archaeology of the Humanities 

Research Institute of Buckingham, 
says: “It would appear that 

thousands of years ago  
people were eating a Heston 

Blumenthal-style menu on this 
site, one and a quarter miles 
from Stonehenge, consisting  

of toads’ legs, aurochs, wild  
boar and red deer with hazelnuts 

for main, another course of 
salmon and trout, and finishing 

off with blackberries.”
The latest information  

is based on a report by fossil 
mammal specialist Simon 

Parfitt, of the Natural History Museum, who 
looked at the find. The site, one mile away 
from Stonehenge and known as Blick Mead, 
has already resulted in a staggering 12,000 
finds, including 650 animal bones, all from 
the Mesolithic era.

New automotive 
course to tackle 
global skills 
shortage

A new training course for the car industry  
is being launched to act as a springboard 
from which a new generation of experts  
can be created.

The Centre for Automotive Management 
at the University of Buckingham Business 
School is running the three-day course in  
a bid to address the global skills shortage.

The world’s automotive industry  
is refocusing following the global  
financial crisis but the shortage of basic 
industry skills to underpin that recovery  
is a major challenge. 

A Comprehensive Introduction to  
the Global Automotive Industry will  
offer a practical insight into the entire 
structure of the global automotive  
industry. It has been created to help  
bridge the acute knowledge gap in 
emerging markets and to help rebuild 
industry competitiveness, awareness  
and knowledge in mature markets. 

Archaeologist David Jacques uncovers a prehistoric artefact
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Open Day success 
for Medical School
Prospective students from all over the 
world attended the Medical School’s 
second Open Day this April, on the back  
of a successful inaugural one in January.

More than 80 visitors attended 
presentations on the ground-breaking 
medical course – the first of its kind in  
the country – before touring the campus 
and having a hands-on introduction to  
a medical school simulation suite and  
its equipment.

The Open Day included short talks  
from Professor Karol Sikora (Dean of the 

John Spoerry, Head of Professional  
and Executive Development at Buckingham 
Business School, says: “The programme  
is open to any person or organisation 
currently involved in, associated with  
or having an interest in, developing  
a business or career in the automotive 
industry. The training programme is 
designed to provide course members with  
a broad understanding of the automotive 
industry, the way the main elements link 
together and likely future developments.”

The programme has been developed  
by Buckingham Business School Visiting 
Fellows David Cardle and John Sparrow, 
with the support of a number of 
experienced motor industry colleagues.  
It includes following a vehicle from design 
through to product development, factory 
design and layout, manufacturing, logistics, 
distribution, retail, and after sales to end  
of life and recycling.

Original Hockney 
art published in 
new book

Smoking has little public cost and there  
is not much evidence passive smoking  
is harmful, according to a new book 
published by the University of Buckingham 
Press, containing illustrations and a  
foreword by smoker and celebrated artist 
David Hockney.

Unlucky Strike, by John Staddon,  
claims the medical case for third-party 
harm from passive smoking is weak.

In the Preface he writes: “I grew up at a 
time when almost everyone smoked. I did 
not see smokers falling from their perches 
all around me and, as it turns out, most  
of the smokers I have known have lived to 
pretty good ages. My tipping point occurred 
when I found out that despite massive 
publicity to the contrary, smoking has  
no public cost. It puts individual smokers  
at risk. It does not put the public at risk.”

Hockney illustrates the book with  
original paintings of ash trays – including  
a glass one with the words “in case you  
had forgotten” next to it – and a picture  
of him standing next to a wall-sized image 
of himself smoking.

John Staddon is Professor Emeritus  
of Psychology, Biology and Neurobiology  
at Duke University, North Carolina.

Medical School), Professor Stewart 
Petersen (Director of Medical Education) 
and Professor John Clapham (Chief 
Operating Officer of the Medical School) on 
the preparation under way at the University 
for the first intake of undergraduate medics 
in January 2015. Professor Doug McWhinnie 
(Phase II lead) then introduced three 
foundation doctors from Milton Keynes 
Hospital, who spoke about their experience 
and daily life as junior doctors.

The curriculum at Buckingham is derived 
from the well-established teaching 
programme at Leicester University Medical 
School and designed so students will reach 
the ‘Outcomes for Graduates’ prescribed  
by the General Medical Council. 

The next Open Day will be held on  
2 July 2014.

An original illustration by David Hockney
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Graduation 2014

them members of the international elite.
“As a member of that elite,” she said, 

“you will go home and over time you may 
become privileged leaders in many diverse 
fields and in many countries. I hope you  
will remember the founding principles  
you learnt here at the University of 
Buckingham and forward your careers  
with integrity and with honesty, but also 
with a strong sense that you have a special 
duty to use your good fortune to improve 
the whole of society.”

The Vice-Chancellor, Professor Terence 
Kealey, echoed Lady Keswick’s words by 
reminding the students of the Buckingham 
values shared not only by themselves but 

Graduation weekends at Buckingham  
are as unique as the students’ journeys 
leading up to them. From the academic 
procession to St Peter and St Paul’s  
Church to the melee of the Swan Ball,  
the ceremonies are celebrated by new 
graduates, current students, lecturers,  
and members of staff alike.

This year’s was no exception as the 
University’s largest cohort of graduates to 
date received their degrees from the newly 
installed Chancellor, Lady Tessa Keswick.

In her opening speech Lady Keswick 
reminded the graduands that degrees  
are not earned lightly in today’s global 
world, and that their hard work has made 

Graduation 
Two days of  
showers, pomp  
and good cheer  
in Buckingham’s 
largest ceremonies 
to date

Congratulations all round Aderan Sookhoo, LLB graduate

Buckingham’s newest graduate glows with pride A day to celebrate: graduates throw their mortar boards
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by members of the staff. “We don’t do  
this job for the money. We do it because  
it brings meaning to our lives, helping 
educate and mould successive generations 
of young people from all over the world. 
And part of that privilege lies in making 
friends with you, and following your 
progress through your careers.”

The class of 2014 also saw the 
introduction of a valedictory speech;  
a tradition that will give students judged 
“first among equals” the opportunity to 
address their fellow graduates. Economics 
graduate Rachel Evans was chosen to start 
this new tradition. She congratulated her 
peers on their achievements and spoke 

Students eagerly wait to graduate

The Church full to capacity

A day to celebrate: graduates throw their mortar boards

about what it meant to have been at  
a University that empowers its students  
to achieve their goals through independent 
thinking. The University of Buckingham, she 
said, “embodies the spirit of the student”. 

This year honorary degrees were 
awarded to Buckingham alumnus,  
Dr Ruprecht von Heusinger; celebrated 
classicist Professor Mary Beard; serial 
entrepreneur and Co-founder of Amadeus 
Capital Partners, Dr Hermann Hauser; and 
former Dean of Law, Mrs Charlotte Walsh.

Walsh said that students at Buckingham 
had always made her job feel exceptionally 
worthwhile, and reiterated the value of the 
two-year undergraduate degree in terms  

of future employment. “Be confident  
that studying at Buckingham has given  
you enormous advantages: achieving  
a degree in two years makes you attractive 
to employers as proof that you are 
courageous, not afraid of hard work  
and can be self-motivated,” she said  
to the graduands.

As is the tradition each year, the  
Swan Ball, held in the marquee on  
Saturday evening, was a rousing success. 
Guests were treated to a three-course  
meal before the late night celebrations 
kicked off, and the drinks, as well as the 
chocolate fountain, flowed in abundance 
until the early hours of the morning.
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Buckingham’s first 
valedictorian

Rachel Evans had a particularly special 
graduation ceremony. Winner of the 
G-volution Academic Distinction  
Prize, a new award given by alumnus  
Chris Smith in place of the Prize for 
Academic Distinction, she also gave  
the University’s first valedictory speech  
to her fellow graduands.

“I think that having a valedictorian  
is a brilliant idea,” says Rachel, who  
studied Economics. “It gives the students  
a voice on graduation day – a day that  
is ultimately about their achievements.” 
Despite having to face hundreds of people 
in one of Buckingham’s largest ever 
ceremonies, Rachel enjoyed both writing 
and delivering the speech. “I found it fairly 
easy to compose as I have enjoyed my time 
at Buckingham immensely, and so I wasn’t 
short of things to say. I was initially nervous 
about speaking in front of a large audience, 
but seeing the friendly faces of my peers 
put me at ease,” she says.

Rachel felt honoured to win the 
G-Volution Prize. “It is a wonderful feeling 
to be recognised for my efforts, especially 
when my peers are also of such a high 
academic calibre,” she says. “I think my 
fellow graduates will agree when I say that 
achieving a degree in two years is no mean 
feat. It requires determination, focus, and 
dedication. It is incredibly stressful at 
times, but the excellent quality of teaching 
and small class sizes means that it  
is absolutely attainable to accomplish  
it here at Buckingham.”

Having successfully completed her 
bachelor’s degree, Rachel hopes to take a 
master’s in health economics and has also 
applied for a number of graduate schemes.

Computing 
student’s success

Local student Adam Floyd received the 
University’s most prestigious award at  
this year’s graduation for his exceptional 
work in his Applied Computing degree.

“It’s a great honour and a most 
unexpected pleasure,” says Adam, who 
won the Edgar Palamountain Award for 

Excellence. ”When I came here two years 
ago I never expected to be in this position 
now. I just thought I’d come here and try my 
best, so to come out with this prize is more 
than I could ever have hoped for.”

Adam joined the University as a mature 
student having worked in IT support for  
six years. He had completed his A-levels 
but hadn’t until this point considered  
going into higher education. “I got fed  
up with where I was and I wasn’t going 
anywhere, so I decided it was time for  
a change. I found it difficult to get a job  
with experience but no qualifications,  
so that led me to do a degree,” he says.

He was attracted to the two-year degree 
structure of Buckingham and because  
the University was on his doorstep.  
He also liked the practical elements of the 
course. “Here at Buckingham they’re very 
hot on the practical skills that are relevant 
to the real world,” he says.

Adam has now started an MSc at 
Buckingham which involves him building  
a database for the Medical School. He 
hopes that this will lead to other work 
opportunities within the University.

Third degree for 
medal winner

Wolfgang Schiessl received 
his third master’s degree 
and the Dame Barbara 
Shenfield Medal at this 

year’s graduation. “They say people  
should be lifelong learners and I think  
I took this to heart,” he says. Wolfgang’s 
previous qualifications, which also include 
a PhD, have been in the fields of science 
and teaching. 

He wanted to study international  
affairs and diplomacy because of his  
keen interest and passion for the subject. 
“It was a long-standing wish of mine –  
I had always wanted to do this – and  
in 2013 I suddenly had the opportunity  
to take a year out and do it,” he says.  
He chose Buckingham’s MA in Global Affairs 
and Diplomacy and wrote his dissertation 
on conflict resolution and prevention.

The greatest challenges the academic 
veteran faced were the workload and 
deadlines. “I would be working from  
8 in the morning to 10 at night to meet 
deadlines. It was quite a test of self-
management,” he says. He was therefore 
“totally thrilled and humbled” to have  
won the Dame Barbara Shenfield Medal, 
which is awarded to the highest achieving 

postgraduate student.
Wolfgang has now 

returned to his job  
in the pharmaceutical 

industry in Vienna, but he 
doesn’t rule out doing another 
academic qualification. “I’m 

definitely interested in expanding 
my academic knowledge 

further – but I’m not 
planning on doing 

another master’s 
or a PhD any 
time soon.”

Valedictorian Rachel Evans addresses the convocation

Graduation Prizewinners
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Installation

Hotfoot from Bejing, The Hon Lady  
Keswick took her place as the new 
Chancellor this March in a grand 
installation ceremony in front of staff, 
guests and honorary graduands.

“I am deeply honoured to have been 
chosen as Chancellor of this celebrated 
University and it is with considerable pride 
and gratitude that I take up this important 
position,” Lady Keswick said in her opening 
speech. “The University of Buckingham,  
a living example of enterprise, of the 
pursuit of liberty, and of independence, 
has been a legend to those of us who  
are passionately interested in the whole 
complex subject of educational theory.” 

Buckingham’s values are very close to 

Lady Keswick’s own, and she is particularly 
admirable of the University’s emphasis on 
self-determination and liberty.

Independent thinking has been  
a feature of Lady Keswick’s expansive 
career. Her first job was selling adverts  
for The Spectator and she later became 
editor of an American oil magazine. In the 
late eighties she became political adviser 
to Kenneth Clarke at the Department  
of Health and moved with him to the 
Department of Education, the Home Office, 
and then to the Treasury. She left in 1995, 
having decided it was time to move on,  
and became Executive Director of the 
Centre for Policy Studies (CPS), one of 
Britain’s best-known think tanks. She is 

Meet Lady Keswick 
Journalist, editor, 
political adviser and 
now Buckingham’s 
Chancellor 

Lord Tanlaw presents Lady Keswick with her bonnet of office
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Professor Niall Ferguson, an eminent historian, receives his     honorary degreeSteve Duffy, the Chancellor’s Piper

now the Deputy Chairman. It is therefore 
fitting that she should be leading 
Buckingham into a new phase.

Lady Keswick herself never went to 
university. “I went to the University of  
Life,” she laughs. Her education was 
unconventional; brought up by a French 
governess she went to schools in London, 
Paris and Madrid. Her decision about 
whether to go to university had to be  
made when she was 13. “I knew I didn’t 
want to go then. And I’m afraid I was  
very determined about it; I just wanted  
to leave school,” she says.

“I think in a way I probably chose  
a harder path,” she continues, “because  
I wasn’t absolutely qualified. It wasn’t  

easy to find the right path for me because  
I’d left it vague. I didn’t have a natural 
profession – I had to find it.” 

Lady Keswick believes that the situation 
is very different for young people now.  
“It’s much more important to have a degree 
and have your qualifications clearly set out 
for employment. And one of the things  
I like about Buckingham is its realistic view 
of education vis-à-vis the modern world.  
I think to do a two-year course instead  
of a three- or four-year course is brilliant.”

Becoming Chancellor has therefore 
allowed her to go full circle and experience 
aspects of a university life she never had.  
“I can see the wonderful times that the 
students have had by the way they come 

with shining faces and smiles on the 
platform to get their degrees – it’s really 
lovely,” she says.

So what are her main goals as 
Chancellor? “I hope I can, in some small 
way, help to continue to expand the 
University, to raise its profile at home and 
abroad and to encourage more research so 
that Buckingham can at last take its rightful 
place in the league tables,” she responds. 

In the ceremony Vice-Chancellor 
Professor Terence Kealey expressed  
his delight at the new appointment.  
“Our Chancellor is voted into office  
by all the graduates of the University  
so Lady Keswick is indeed the symbol  
of Buckingham and we are incredibly lucky 
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that she has agreed to be our Chancellor,” 
he said. A special thank you was also given 
to the former Chancellor Lord Tanlaw for 
his vital contribution to the University.

As part of the installation three honorary 
degrees were also awarded. The recipients 
were Niall Campbell Ferguson, Lawrence 
Tisch Professor of History at Harvard 
University; Dame Jessica Rawson, 
Professor of Chinese Art and Archaeology 
at the University of Oxford; and Charles Guy 
Rodney Leach, The Lord Leach of Fairford. 
The installation ended with the 
Chancellor’s Piper leading the processions 
out of the Church, marking the end of the 
ceremony and the beginning of Lady 
Keswick’s new role.

Professor Niall Ferguson, an eminent historian, receives his     honorary degree

The Civic and Academic Procession Violinist Kristine Balanas entertains guests
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The poetry anthologies set for GCSE by the 
main Exam Boards have immense influence 
on the reading experiences of thousands of 
students each year, yet, as Professor Stefan 
Hawlin argues, a huge amount of 
professional concern about the quality  
of the poems selected is being ignored.

To get some answers Professor Hawlin, 
Professor of English at the University, spoke 
to a range of senior figures. Senior Lead 
Practitioner for English for the Schools 
Network, Dr Marcella McCarthy, said:  
“Of course, teachers will do their best  
with whatever material the Boards set,  
but these anthologies are neither inspiring 
nor challenging for teachers or students”. 
The Head of English at Magdalen College 
School, James Eve, described the AQA 
Exam Board’s anthology as “very variable”, 
containing “weak” poems. 

The first issue for Hawlin is why the 
Exams Boards are ditching literary heritage. 
“Why have the Boards abandoned any idea 
of roots and tradition? The overwhelming 
preponderance of poems in Edexcel and 
AQA anthologies are from the last ten years, 
or, even more, the last three decades.  
It is a good idea to set good contemporary 
poets for this age group; it might even  
be a good idea really to emphasise the 
twentieth century. But here the attitude  
to the past is plain tokenistic.”

In the Edexcel anthology, Hawlin points 
out, there is one poem by Shakespeare and 
one poem by Blake, whereas there are three 
poems by contemporary South African  
poet Ingrid de Kok, and three poems by  
the contemporary Kurdish writer Choman 
Hardi. He adds: “An enthusiastic student 
who decides to read the whole anthology, 
not just their set 15 poems, will get the clear 
impression that Ingrid de Kok and Choman 
Hardi are crucial and important poets and 
will not even find the names of most of the 
great poets of the tradition. 

“Two problems occur as a result of this 
bias. First, we may not be living through  
a particularly interesting or good period  

of English poetry. Secondly, it takes 
high-quality critical judgement to be able to 
discern good and bad work so close-up in 
time. The Boards are choosing many of their 
poems from very recent collections unsifted 
by time and critical opinion. Their bias to 
the present minimises a sense of roots, 
tradition, and history. If one of the 
fundamental experiences of education is to 
see outside the present moment, then 
these anthologies don’t help with that.”

According to Hawlin, teachers who have 
objected to the Boards’ selections have 
pointed out that it is just as hard to explain 
the limited, often awkward complexities of 
a bad contemporary poem as to explain the 
stimulating and justified complexities of a 
classic poem from a previous century. 
“Indeed, explaining the meaning and the 
expression of a bad poem is a bit like 
explaining a bad joke – it’s a painful 
process. Moreover, masterpieces from 
previous centuries have many 
commentaries and glosses on them, now 
often available on the web,” he adds.

According to Hawlin many of the poems 
set by the Boards are “idea” poems with no 

depth and little interest in terms of word 
value and quality of expression. Some of  
the poems lack relevance for school 
children, he argues. “James Fenton’s ‘In 
Paris with You’ (set by AQA) is about an 
older man with a younger woman, in Paris. 
He’s been to Paris before, and doesn’t want 
to go to the standard tourist sites. He  
wants to stay in the hotel room and have 
sex. He is nervous of speaking of ‘love’. Why 
should most school students, who can’t 
afford a trip to Paris, be interested in the 
cynicism and angst of a middle-class man 
struggling with his problems about love?”

Choosing poems to reflect Britain’s 
multiculturalism can also prove 
problematic, according to Hawlin.  
“The politics implicit in the anthologies 
seems in tune with this, until it becomes 
clear that the Boards’ understanding of  
the potential relationship between politics 
and poetry is seriously flawed.”

“Putting it simply, the relationship between 
politics and poetry is complex. A good 
political or moral thought doesn’t in itself 
make a good poem, even if it is the case  
that one aspect of beauty is ethical merit.”

Anti-racism is an obsessive theme for  
the Boards, says Hawlin. “The problem  
here is the nature of the poems they set, 
even their choices in John Agard and 
Benjamin Zephaniah. Agard and Zephaniah 
are great performance artists, great 
anti-racist campaigners, but in the case  
of the poems in the anthologies they’re  
not actually good poets.”

A lot of the time, according to Hawlin, 
the Boards are simply setting plain 
“second-rate” poems.

Examples he cites include “Poppies” 
(Jane Weir), “Brothers” (Andrew Forster), 

Why do Exam 
Boards set  
bad poems? 
Professor Hawlin discusses why GCSE 
poems need an overhaul

The CV

Born London, 1960
Education BA, MA, DPhil, University  
of Oxford 
Career Research Associate, and Lecturer 
in English Literature, St Catherine’s 
College, University of Oxford; British 
Academy Postdoctoral Fellow, University 
of Oxford; Professor in English Literature, 
University of Buckingham
Books The Poetical Works of Robert 
Browning, volumes 7, 8, 9, and 15 (OUP, 
1998, 2001, 2004, 2009); The Complete 
Critical Guide to Robert Browning (2002); 
contributor to The Norton Critical 
Edition: Robert Browning’s Poetry, 2nd 
ed. (2007)

 ‘ Some sense of wonder  
is vital if we are not  
to narrow our sense  
of what education is’
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“Invasion” (Choman Hardi), “Sea Timeless 
Song” (Grace Nichols), “Rubbish at 
Adultery” (Sophie Hannah), “City Blues” 
(Mike Hayhoe), “Cape Town Morning” 
(Ingrid de Kok), and “Hard Water”  
(Jean Sprackland). 

Other choices, says Hawlin, are “odd.” 
“Ted Hughes is a good poet, but ‘Bayonet 
Charge’, chosen by AQA, is one of his least 
good poems.” 

“Is there some general weakness  
in poetry of our time, and the critical 
apprehension of poetry in our time, that  
the Boards are locking into? I think some 
critics would say so. David Kennedy, for 
example, writing in the early 1990s, felt  
that some thinning of poetic modes and 
manners was taking place.”

Under the reforms to syllabus 
specifications brought in by Michael Gove, 
new poetry anthologies will no doubt 
emerge shortly. Hawlin’s worry is that the 
Exam Boards don’t have the right expertise 
really to reform; even under a new overall 
directive they may still manage to set 
syllabuses full of second-rate poems.

Hawlin concludes: “Those who really 
value poetry usually think of it as having 
something to do with the experience  
of beauty. By that I don’t mean one-
dimensional ‘loveliness’. The experience  
of beauty, which is the experience of depth, 
the experience of some sense of wonder 
and mystery, is vital if we are not to narrow 
our sense of what education is to 
instrumental and quantitative modes. Once 
we have got past the myth (following Mary 
Midgley) that science is ‘omnicompetent’  
to answer all questions, once we have got 
past the other prevalent myth that the sole 
purpose of education is to raise GDP, then 
we are into the kind of territory where 
poetry really counts in educational terms.  
It is a realm where our larger ideal of 
education might actually have something  
to do with civilization. If only the Exam 
Boards would take poetry a bit more 
seriously in this respect.”
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approximately 40 “emerging”, 8 mid-career 
artists and a similar number of artists  
not directly signed but who we support  
and exhibit. The secondary market is in 
works by Old Masters and modern and 
contemporary artists which have been  
sold before. We focus on established 
long-term collections and museums,  
as well as creating large new collections  
for clients from China, Asia, the Middle 
East, India and South America.

My A-levels were in Maths, Economics 
and Modern History, with an AO in History 
of Art, and then I studied French and 
German at the European Business Schools 
in London and Wiesbaden, Germany.  
I chose the University of Buckingham 
because it is a two-year course, it’s  
a private university, it’s very international 
and it was recommended by family friends. 

My sister Melissa, who is three years 
younger than me, counted up the places 
where we had lived before going to 
Buckingham: 22 different houses. She went 
to Buckingham at the same time as me to 
read Psychology and Business. Having a 
sibling at university can be positive as well 
as negative. It was good for my parents, 
coming over from America; they could visit 
us both together. But it is quite strange to go 
to a party and see your sister in a corner…

I got a Third – I just passed! I enjoyed 
many elements of the course at 
Buckingham and it enabled me to present 
to large groups and create business plans 
as well as learn accounting; at the time all 
three were pretty much out of my comfort 
zone. I look back and realise how useful 
group work was; it was very good learning 

Jason Colchin-Carter (Business  
Studies 1992) set up ISIS Phoenix Arts 
14 years ago to bring the work of new 
and established artists to private 
collectors. Involved in six public  
art projects, he is the Development 
Director of Nuit Blanche Video, which 
takes place overnight on September 20 
in London’s West End

I’m an entrepreneur first and 
foremost; secondly, I am an  
art adviser. I’m always happy 

supporting talented artists. I can’t paint.  
I have on my books Tobias Klein, a 3D print 
sculptor who uses cutting edge technology 
creating designs too intricate for the human 
hand; I’m very interested in the process  
but would not pretend to be involved in  
the creative side. 

Photography was my first passion and 
I’ve enjoyed it all my life. My father is an 
international businessman and I’ve got  
all the cameras I had as we moved around 
the world, ranging from original Kodak 69s 
to Hasselblads to digital. I would never  
have an exhibition of my own photographs 
but photography was what I first collected.

For an artist, sometimes the only thing 
missing is the business experience to 
navigate through the art world. My job  
is finding interested clients, usually private 
collectors, sometimes newly wealthy 
families, to start larger collections. A third 
are English, two thirds international.

My litmus test is: would I buy it for 
myself? There is the primary market –  
work sold for the first time. We like to think 
we have a good selection of artists; I have 

We lived in 22 
different houses 
before going to 
Buckingham” 
Jonathan Sale interviews Jason 
Colchin-Carter, London art adviser  
and entrepreneur

to work with people who were not 
necessarily social friends: a good 
preparation for business. 

I enjoyed the business of looking at case 
studies. There was no internet in those  
days and, instead of getting information 
from books, I went directly to companies, 
sometimes two or three hours away.  
I’d say, “I’m doing this essay and I’d like to 
interview you.” Nine times out of ten they’d 
jump at it. It’s more real and tangible when 
you’re sitting in someone’s factory.

Accounting was something I never 
enjoyed; there were so many times I’d have 
liked not to be doing the exams. But it is so 
important to manage a budget. Later I had 
to find a tri-lingual accountancy software 
package. This was because the first thing 
that happened after graduation was that  
I was asked by a group of friends to join 
them in setting up a company in 

“
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Luxembourg producing Death Cigarettes: 
“Too Bad You’re Gonna Die” and a skull-
and-crossbones were printed on the pack. 

I did the accounts and ran offices in 
Europe. My father said that setting up that 
company was a “baptism of fire”… The 
company doesn’t exist any more. They  
use it now as a business case study in MBA 
courses. It’s interesting to meet people  
who tell you where you went wrong. 

The tax in Luxembourg, where the 
cigarettes were purchased, was half what  
it was in Britain and we were pushing the 
idea that the tax had already been paid,  
so was not liable in Britain. We went to  
the High Court in the UK, and lost and  
we got funds to go to the European Court  
of Justice in Luxembourg – the highest 
court in Europe. We lost due to the fact  
the European law was written in five 
different languages at the time, so the  

word “Agent” was able to be interpreted 
differently by all the different lawyers. 
However, six months after the company 
closed, people were buying goods in France 
and driving back to Britain, so what we  
were working towards happened naturally. 

Around 30 of us from my time at 
Buckingham remain friends and I’ve met 
others through them as well. I’ve been  
to a five-day wedding in India, to Greece,  
to New York, to Shanghai and to the South  
of France. We’re a loyal group of people; 
there’s a strong bond. Some met and 
married in Buckingham … and are still 
married. 

Buckingham was very, very social for  
me and my friends. There was some going 
down to London but the social life was 
mainly spread between various friends’ 
houses. And the student bar. 

As a result of being in the cigarette 

company for two and a half years, I spent 
two years, still in Luxembourg, setting up  
a hedge fund. Then I moved back to Britain 
to the Treasury Department of Coca-Cola.  
I was the American Board’s financial 
representative in Europe, so was on the 
American time zone – plus I was working  
in London. I was also studying for GMAT,  
a test for an MBA application. 

I always had an aspiration that I was going 
to set up something and after finishing my 
MBA it seemed the right time. As the financial 
market decimated itself, the creative market 
was moving in the opposite direction.

I’d always known I wanted to work  
with artists; I’ve always had friends involved 
with art. The joy of going to an art show is 
always there for me. In their first few years  
I tend to take pictures from  
the artists as my payment:  
they keep the money.



16 The Independent

Since 1998 global temperatures have barely 
risen, yet emissions of carbon dioxide have 
continued to increase. What conclusions 
must we draw from these facts?

First, we are forced to conclude that  
the simple equation “carbon dioxide = 
global warming” cannot be solely true: 
other factors must be at work. The physics 
behind the greenhouse effect cannot be 
questioned, but clearly the anthropogenic 
greenhouse effect has not got a monopoly 
on pushing climate change. Why not?

One possible reason is that the 
conventional global temperature data  
set does not incorporate data on Arctic 
temperatures, which are still rising, so the 
conventional global temperature data set 
may be incomplete in its coverage.

Further, the El Niño/La Nina effect  
may be buffering global temperature  
rises by sequestering heat in the depths  
of the oceans – whence it might emerge  
with a vengeance with the next El  
Niño/La Nina reversal.

Moreover, the huge air pollution 
produced by Chinese and other coal-
powered power stations may be producing 
so many aerosols as to be actually cooling 
the earth.

Alternatively, solar cycles and other 
natural phenomena may be hugely more 
important than anthropogenic carbon 
dioxide in determining global  
temperatures: over recent centuries  

we’ve experienced the Medieval Warm 
Period and, more recently, the mini  
Ice Age; while over the last hundreds  
of millions of years we’ve experienced 
multiple ice ages separated by periods  
of inter-glacial warming. Clearly we  
cannot blame the Industrial Revolution  
for those phenomena.

Unfortunately we simply don’t know 
enough about the factors that regulate  
the world’s temperatures to answer the 
question posed here, and all we can say 
with certainty is that we should treat  
the environment with respect, we should 
minimise pollution, we should seek to 
prevent any more extinctions, we should 
stop subsidising farmers to poison the 
earth and trawlers from destroying the 
seas, and we should intensify our research 
into climate change.

But we should refrain from introducing 
expensive or damaging technologies such 
as subsidised biofuels or bird-killing wind 
turbines until we have a clearer view of  
why “carbon dioxide = global warming” 
appears not to operate.

Rising heat
Buckingham academics discuss  
how far people are to blame for  
climate change

Professor  
Terence Kealey 
 Vice-Chancellor

‘The simple equation  
 “carbon dioxide = 
global warming” cannot 
be solely true: other 
factors must be at work’
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The idea that the activities of humans  
are responsible for ‘global warming’, more 
recently broadened to ‘climate change’, was 
first propounded by the Swedish scientist, 
Arrhenius in 1896, who believed that a 
doubling of CO2 levels would increase 
global temperatures by 5-6 degrees 
centigrade. Being a Swede he thought this 
might be a favourable development, hardly 
the current view of the green movement. 

The perils of CO2 emissions have 
become a universal obsession. 
International agencies like the UN and  
its IPCC, scientific associations like the 
Royal Society and the AAAS, and influential 
organisations like the BBC concur. We must 
‘do something’ about climate change or  
our planet is imperilled.

Few have resisted this tide of semi-
hysteria. The relationship between rising 
CO2 levels and the earth’s surface 
temperature is by no means as direct,  
or as great, as has been claimed by  

‘climate science’. Indeed it seems that 
although atmospheric CO2 rises by over  
2 parts per million per year to nearly  
400 ppm (only 0.04% of our atmosphere) 
currently, the earth’s surface temperature 
has not become warmer over the past  
17 years.

Given the cost advantages (of at  
least 3 to 1) of fossil fuels over wind  
and solar, countries, including the UK, 
pledged to reduce the former by 80%  
by 2050 are being shackled. Is  
international agreement the answer? 
Unfortunately this is not available, nor 
should it be. If CO2 reaches 700ppm  
world grain productivity should increase  
by up to 50%. More CO2 may yet feed  
the world. We should keep it coming.

 ‘ The perils of CO2 
emissions have become 
a universal obsession’

Malcom Rees
Lecturer in Economics

My first thought when asked to write  
this piece was that I didn’t have the depth  
of knowledge for an informed opinion.  
The answer seems obvious. Overwhelming 
published evidence says human activity  
is exacerbating climate change. The more  
I thought about this I began to wonder why 
the counter argument seems almost absent 
from the scientific literature. 

This brought to mind an issue, 
particularly with the biomedical scientific 
literature, of overwhelming bias towards 
publishing only positive data, i.e. 
“something has happened”, where you 
almost never see “it didn’t really happen”. 
Consequently, over 80 per cent of the 
biomedical literature may be unrepeatable 
or, rather, unverifiable. Why? The answer  
is simple: vested interest: commercial,  
as it adds value to products and devices, 
academic as it signals that funds are well 
spent and might guarantee future funding, 

and journals themselves, who love a good 
story. Is there vested interest in the climate 
change “debate”? Almost certainly: green 
taxes, carbon trading, wind farms, solar 
panels and so on. There is a lot to be 
gained. For sure, climate is changing,  
it always has and it always will; but has 
human activity exacerbated change?  
Yes, probably. We have greatly impacted  
on every environment we have ever touched.

One last thought though. Twelve 
thousand years ago the rich and abundant 
Euphrates valley sustained large hunter-
gatherer populations. A global climate 
change event, called the Younger Dryas, 
brought cold and drought. To survive, 
humans became farmers. As farming 
became global so populations rose. Climate 
itself changed human activity. We adapted 
in the past and will need to in the future. 
China and the developing nations are not 
going to stop any time soon.

Professor  
John Clapham 
Chief Operating Officer, Medical School

The 70th plenary meeting of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations in 1988 
identified that “certain human activities 
could change global climate patterns, 
threatening present and future 
generations with potentially severe 
economic and social consequences”.  
Yet the debate continues on whether 
man-made greenhouse gas emissions  
are responsible for changes in global 
climatic conditions.

A recent UK study conducted by 
Capstick and Pigeon on public attitudes  
to climate change shows that there are 
two types of climate change scepticism: 
epistemic scepticism, which doubts the 
reality and causes of climate change,  

and response scepticism, which questions 
the methods of tackling climate change. 

What’s fascinating about this study  
is it highlights that response sceptics  
are most likely to have the least resolve  
in tackling the problem of climate change. 
This is because they believe that the risk 
of climate change has been exaggerated 
by the media and they also doubt the 
utility of the mechanisms developed  
by politicians to tackle the problem. 

Yet law can play a reformatory role  
in changing public attitudes on climate 
change. The fourth edition of the Globe 
Climate Legislation Study provides an 
authoritative audit of climate legislation 
enacted in 66 countries responsible  
for 88 per cent of manmade greenhouse 
emissions today. The response sceptic 
may well respond that what we need  
is actual law enforcement and not  
more laws.

 ‘ Law can play a 
reformatory role in 
changing attitudes’

Hephzibah Egede
Lecturer in Law, UBCEES Co-Director
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From Souk to Souk 

Robin Ratchford (European Studies 
1989) has published a new book called 
From Souk to Souk, based on his travels  
in the Middle East. Born in the UK and  
now based in Belgium, he has lived in six 
different countries and has visited more 
than 100 others on all seven continents.

The 13 chapters of the book each covers  
a different town or city in ten countries  
and their regions. It breaks the rules of  
the traditional travelogue, offering not just 
an innovative account of Robin’s colourful 
journeys, but a personal insight into the 
region in a way which is accessible to all.

“If I’ve learnt anything from travelling it’s 
that most countries are often very different 
from how we see them through the media. 
It’s by observing the subtleties of everyday 
life that you really get the feel for a place,” 
Robin explains. For more information visit 
www.robinratchford.com.

Water for all 

Friedrich Kersting (MA Global Affairs 
2013) is helping to build a business that  
will solve some of the day-to-day problems 
the poorest people in Kenya face. 

The initiative will bring an innovative 
shop franchise to the country called  
“The Sunny River”. It’s a retail shop that 
offers accessible and affordable drinking 
water, mobile phone charging facilities,  

and improved appliances such as cooking 
stoves and solar lamps. For people earning 
$1-$10 a day, acquiring such basic items  
has been a struggle at best and often 
impossible. The shop’s special franchise 
systems and payment plans will give such 
people the opportunity to purchase these 
basic items and services.

Friedrich, the Project Manager, works  
as part of Schoeller Water, a company  
that focuses on sustainable resource 
management and access to water in 
emerging markets. The business is built  
on a bottom-up approach as a franchise 
system, aiming to empower local 
entrepreneurs and increasing local 
ownership in developing markets.

The pilot shop will be the blueprint  
for many more Schoeller Water Shops  
in developing countries.

Encouraging female 
engineers  

As the first and only woman to hold five 
professional engineering qualifications in 
the UK, Phebe Mann (Law 2012) has been 
conferred an Honorary Fellowship by 
Bradford College. This is in recognition  
of her contribution to construction law, 
engineering and education, and her 
encouragement to women in pursuing 
engineering.

Phebe is a Chartered Civil Engineer (CEng 
MICE) and became the first female chair  
of the Leicester Centre of the Chartered 
Institute of Building. She is now a senior 
lecturer in civil engineering at the University 
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of East London.
Before becoming a university lecturer 

Phebe worked for Westminster City Council, 
Cambridgeshire County Council and Atkins, 
a multinational engineering and design 
consultancy. She researched and designed 
many highway bridges including those 
along the A11 Stump Cross to Four Went 
Ways, the A1(M) Alconbury to Peterborough 
and Little Venice Canal Wall at Westminster. 
In recognition of her achievements the UK 
Resource Centre (UKRC-WISE) chose her as 
one of their Women of Outstanding 
Achievement in 2011, a campaign to 
increase the visibility of the most influential 
women in science and engineering. 

News in Brief 

Shanelle Smith (Law 2002) has  
opened a new boutique commercial  
law firm in The Bahamas, called Mitre 
Court. She specialises in business,  
personal and real estate. Alumna  
Yolantha Yallop (née Ward)  
(Law 2003) has also joined the firm  
as an attorney.
Lazaro Nyalandu (International  
Affairs and Diplomacy) was appointed 
Minister of Natural Resources and Tourism  
of Tanzania this January. He has been 
working for the Tanzanian government  
since November 2010.
Nurasyikin Jamaludin (Accounting  
and Financial Management 1999)  
has been awarded a PhD from the  
Edith Cowan University, Australia, for her 
research on Retirement Savings Behaviour. 
She has returned to the University Malaysia 
Terengganu, where she is now a Senior 
Lecturer in the Department of Accounting 
and Finance. 
Hélène Anne Lewis (Law 1982) has  
been re-elected for a second term as 
Worldwide Chair of the Society of Trust  
and Estate Practitioners (STEP), the leading 
international body for practitioners in 
estate planning. She is the first member 
from the Caribbean region to be elected  
to this position.

The Sunny River Shop is open for business

Travel writer Robin Ratchford

Distinguished Alumnus Award 2014

Applications are now open. Please visit 
www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumni-and-
giving/distinguished-alumnus-awards  
for more information.



Alumni Announcements

Deaths 

Marriages 

Births 

The Alumni Office would like to 
congratulate Sophie Steers 
(née Gadsby) (Law 2006) 
who gave birth to her second 
daughter, Freya Elizabeth 
Steers. She was born on 12 
January 2014, weighing just 
over 8lbs.

Congratulations to Matthew 
Osiru (Global Affairs 2011) 
and Truphosa Otwala (Global 
Affairs 2011) who gave birth to 
a baby girl in September 2013, 
called Imani Amere, Swahili for 
faith. She is now doing well with 
her family in Nairobi, Kenya.

Congratulations to Mark 
Lancaster (Business 1990), 
MP for Milton Keynes North, who 
married Caroline Dinenage, 
MP for Gosport, Hampshire, in 
the Palace of Westminster on 
February 14 2014.

Congratulations to Katharina 
Goepfert (MBA 2005) and 
Marco Ghirardello who were 
married on the 4 October 2013 
in a small ceremony in Tutzing at 
Lake Starnberg. We wish them 
the best of luck for the future.

Eri Matsuoka (English Studies 
for Teaching 2012) and 
Randall Berbick (Law 2011) 
are delighted to announce the 
birth of their daughter Saya 
Luna Berbick. She was born on 
23 December 2013 in Oxford and 
weighed 6 pounds 7 ounces.

Lost Alumni 
1986-1988 A-C
If you know how to contact 
the following, please email 
the Alumni Office at 
alumni@buckingham.ac.uk

 ● Miss Folasade Afilaka  
(Law 1987)

 ● Miss Olajumoke  
Akinsemoyin (Politics, 
Economics and Law 1986)

 ● Miss Bedryeh Al-Hirsi 
(Business Studies 1987)

 ● Miss Tanya Amir  
(Law 1987)

 ● Mr John Ashton  
(Business Studies 1987)

 ● Miss Ifeoma Asiodu  
(Business Studies 1987)

 ● Miss Felicia Attah 
(Accounting and Financial 
Management 1986)

 ● Mr Daniel Aubert  
(Economics 1987)

 ● Mr Fasahat Azmatullah 
(Politics, Economics  
and Law (option I) 1987)

 ● Mr Gian Baldi  
(Business Studies 1987)

 ● Miss Emma Barraclough  
(Law 1987)

 ● Mr Oluwatoyin Bayagbona 
(Law 1988)

 ● Miss Helen Berry  
(Economics 1988)

 ● Miss Maria Binns (Law 1986)
 ● Mr Nathan Bohn (Public 
Sector Studies 1987)

 ● Miss Emma Bourne 
(Biological Sciences 1987)

 ● Mrs Oluremilekun  
Braithwaite (Politics, 
Economics and Law 1986)

 ● Mr Christopher Brandt 
(Politics, Economics and  
Law 1986)

 ● Mr William Brett  
(Business Studies 1988)

 ● Mr Jose Carranza  
(Business Studies 1986)

 ● Miss Kim-Lyn Chai  
(Politics, Economics  
and Law 1986)

 ● Mrs Kamala Chelliah-
Boardman (Business  
Studies 1987)

 ● Mr Yiang Choo (Business 
Studies 1986)

 ● Miss Celina Choo (Law 1987)
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Mrs Priscilla Appanna-
Naidoo (Law 1985) died  
on 14 March 2014 having lived  
with a rare condition called  
Multiple System Atrophy.  
She was married to alumnus  
Kenneth Clark (Biological 
Sciences 1985).

 “She maintained her  
dignity and her appearance  
until the end,” says Kenneth. 
“She had very fond memories  
of her time at Buckingham  
and spoke often of our time 
there, especially with friends  
she had remained in contact 
with.” Priscilla is survived  
by her two sons, Jason and 
Sacha, and grandson Kyle.

Ronald H. Coase, founding 
scholar of law and economics 
and honorary graduate, died  
on 2 September 2013 aged 102. 
He helped create the field of 
law and economics through 
groundbreaking scholarship 
that earned him the 1991  
Nobel Memorial Prize in 
Economic Sciences. He was 
believed to be the oldest living 
Nobel laureate. Professor  
Coase gave a generous 
benefaction which enables 
scholarships to be awarded  
to Buckingham students.

Professor James Coveney, 
Professor of Modern Languages 
from 1974-1986, died on 
Wednesday 12 June 2013.  
A Friend of the University,  
he was responsible for planning 
the teaching of modern 
languages at Buckingham  
and took part in the earliest 
planning discussions before  
the University College opened. 
He leaves behind his wife 
Patricia Coveney and their son.

Irene Lum Temo Nangah  
(Law 1984) passed away on  
14 November 2013. She leaves 
behind her mother, her son 
Claude, four grandchildren  
and many brothers and sisters. 



20 The Independent

Alumni Summer Party
20 June 2014, 6pm – 11.30pm
The University of Buckingham
We’ve had repeated requests to hold  
one of the Alumni Summer Parties in 
Buckingham, so that is exactly what  
we will be doing for you this year.

On Friday 20 June you are invited to 
attend the Summer Party, starting with  
a pre-dinner drinks reception held on  
the lawn of the beautifully refurbished 
Prebend House (pictured right). This will 
be followed by a three-course dinner in 
the Refectory from 7.30pm. There will be 
an open bar for the evening, plus events 
and music to dance the night away. If the 
weather is kind we will try to do as much 
as possible outside.

The cost will be £35 per ticket and 
hotel accommodation in Buckingham  
will also be available. Tickets will go  
on sale soon, so please keep an eye  
on our website so you don’t miss out: 
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/events/
alumni-summer-party-20-june, or email 
alumni@buckingham.ac.uk to register 
your interest. 

We look forward to seeing you there 
and we will keep our fingers crossed  
for a lovely warm evening.

Royal Overseas League drinks reception 
hosted by Lord and Lady Luce
19 May 2014, 6pm – 8pm
London
Within the Alumni Department we always 
have a tremendous amount of support from 
alumni, current students and staff, for 
which we are extremely grateful. Each year 
we host a Drinks and Canapé Reception to 
say thank you and show our appreciation to 
those who have given exceptional support. 
This year Lord and Lady Luce have kindly 
agreed to host the Reception in London

Alumni Reunion Dinner
9 October 2014, from 7pm
Church House, London 
Following two successful reunions we  
are pleased to announce that this year’s 
Alumni Reunion Dinner will be for the 
years 1986-1990. If you graduated during 
this period and would like to attend the 
dinner it would be super to see you.  
This is a wonderful opportunity for you  
to catch up with the people you studied 
with over 20 years ago. 

We had very positive feedback from 
the last reunion dinner that we organised, 
for example: “Just a quick note to say  
a big thank you to you and all your 
colleagues for a wonderful dinner.  
It was very nice and nostalgic to meet  
you all again. We had a great time,  
and look forward to the next one.” –  
Dr Freda Owusu PhD.

Further details will be announced  
in the next monthly update, but  
to express an interest in attending 
please email alumni@buckingham.
ac.uk or keep an eye on our webpage 
for this and any other Alumni events: 
www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumni-
giving/alumni-supporter-events

Alumni Events

Alumnus Andrew Burke (Biological Sciences 1982), Alexa Chiltern-Hunt (Biological Sciences 1983) and Faiz Khan (Law 1982) at the 2013 Reunion Dinner


