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It has been a long 
hard winter in 
Buckingham and 
in much of the 
United Kingdom, 
and we are 
hoping that 
the cold is a 

harbinger of a balmy spring to come. 
Welcome to the Spring 2013 issue of 

The Independent. This is an important 
magazine because it contains news about 
this year’s Graduation which was unusual 
in that the University held a record five 
ceremonies. The highlight was the award 
of an honorary degree to John Bercow, 
Speaker of the House of Commons and 
Buckingham’s MP, who is restoring public 
trust in parliamentary institutions in the 
wake of the expenses scandal, according 
to Professor John Clarke, the University 
Orator and one of its founding fathers.

We also report on important University 
news. On Page 8, we announce a new 
Distinguished Alumni Award to be 
presented each year to a former student 
who has excelled in their profession or 

given outstanding service in the 
University or the wider community. 
We have introduced this award to honour 
alumni who have done well either at work 
or in their private lives. Please nominate 
your candidate by 1 June, 2013. All former 
students are eligible including 
“occasional” students who attended 
Buckingham on exchanges from the 
USA in the 1970s and 1980s.

This issue of The Independent pays 
special tribute to women alumni, 
in particular Michele Parnell, who is 
our cover story and who goes back 
to Buckingham’s earliest days. 
She specialises in establishing regulatory 
institutions, stock exchanges and other 
financial institutions in countries around 
the world, a job she combines with being 
a part-time judge of the Supreme Court in 
London. It is intensely serious work and 
difficult to reconcile with the “sheer 
hedonistic two years” she had at 
Buckingham. She must have learnt 
something in between all that partying!

In this edition we are continuing our 
efforts to inform you about research at 

the University. Thus, on Page 12 Justine 
Kibler has an interview with Professor 
Susan Edwards, the Dean of Research, 
in which she asks about Professor 
Edwards’s work and her commitment to 
the causes she holds dear. And we have 
introduced a new feature on Page 12 where 
we ask Buckingham academics for their 
views on a subject of the day. This time, 
we have asked five economists to say if 
they approve of Government policy and if 
they can forecast what the future has in 
store for the British economy.

On Page 20 you will find details of 
past and future alumni events. We do 
hope that you will come to the Alumni 
Summer Party on 28 June at the House 
of Lords. Or, if you are the right age 
and graduated between 1981 and 1985, 
we hope you will come to the Alumni 
Reunion Dinner at Church House in 
Westminster. We would love to see 
you again. 

Lucy Hodges
Director of External Affairs  
& Development
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 From the Vice�-�Chancellor

The news from the University is bittersweet. The good news 
is that we’re doing better than ever. We now have 2,000 
students, and though our education students are based in 
their schools all over Britain, and though many students are 
on the London MA courses, we nonetheless have a record 
1,300 students on campus. Consequently we are 
committing increasing resources to refurbishing the 
facilities, and we have transformed the Tanlaw Mill, 
Prebend House, the Radcliffe Centre and the cellars in the 
Franciscan Building, and we are about to install en suite 
bathrooms in Sunley House. 

Moreover, thanks to a generous donation from Richard 
Hoare, the son-in-law of our first Chancellor, Lord 
Hailsham, we are planning to build a bridge across the river 
behind the Anthony de Rothschild Building to link six acres 
of the land we have bought there to the main campus. 
We need the land because the British Government has 
promised that there will be no limits to the numbers of 
international students we may admit. Applying to British 
universities has become bureaucratically challenging,  
but if the forms are filled in properly, the admission of 
international students will be unimpeded. 

Our accounts for 2012 will report a turnover of 
approximately £20m, of which £1.6m was surplus or profits, 
which is a healthy margin of 7 per cent. We got there only 
because of our heroes, three of whom have recently died. 
This is sad, because they were our friends as well as 
our mentors.

The first death I must report is that of Baroness Thatcher, 
our former Chancellor. We carry on Page 9 an obituary 

Farewell to old friends 
by Terence Kealey

note, whereas the full obituary by Professor John 
Clarke is on the website. The outgoing Chancellor Lord 
Tanlaw and two alumni, Flora Fairbairn and Daniel Bakpa, 
and I were honoured to have been invited to her funeral 
in St Paul’s Cathedral, and we shall report on this in 
the next issue.

The second death I must report is that of Professor 
Alan Brook, who was appointed in 1973, even before we 
opened in 1976. Professor Brook was a distinguished 
biologist who was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh for his research into algae. He was a superb 
musician who was awarded the MBE for helping found 
the Buckingham Music Festival, which has transformed 
the cultural life of the town as well as of the University. 
He will always be remembered for having created the 
School of Science, and without him we would not have 
science here. He was a charming and dedicated man, 
and we will miss him. We have sent his wife Pat our love.

Another sad loss is the death of Mr V S Mahesh. 
Mr Mahesh was a physical scientist who discovered as a 
young man that he had a gift for human relations, so he 
left the physical sciences for a stellar career in HR in 
industry. But, when he identified that – in a world where 
manufacture had long been dwarfed by the service 
industries – there was no Masters course in Service 
Management, he came to Buckingham to create one. 
His pioneering vision was matched only by his dedication 
to his students, who have flooded us with messages of 
sympathy. Like Alan Brook, he too had a lovely wife, 
Hem, and we send her our love.

Our task – the task of all those who are of the 
University today, whether as students or staff or alumni 
– must be to build on the work of our pioneers, so that 
we grow a University of which we can increasingly be 
proud. This year we appeared 16th in The Guardian 
league table, and though we don’t do as well in the 
league tables of The Times and The Sunday Times, where 
we appear 41st and 61st respectively, that is because we 
are excluded from the Government’s Research Excellence 
Framework. As The Times’s Good University Guide 2013 
reported, we came equal first this year with Oxford and 
Cambridge in the National Student Survey, so we need to 
address ways of achieving research rankings in order to 
reach our proper level in the league tables.

Finally, let me say that we opened in 1976 only because 
Lord Tanlaw was extraordinarily generous. His term as 
Chancellor has now ended but I don’t think anyone 
associated with the University was not delighted when he 
was elected Chancellor. We send him and Lady Tanlaw 
our best wishes. 
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They were introduced to programming 
concepts involved in the creation of apps 
for smart phones then split into pairs to 
develop their ideas. It is one of a number 
of apps developed at the University  
– if funding is found, the apps will be 
downloadable.

“Next Bus” has been developed by 
students Adam Floyd and Wafi Bedewi.  
The app allows users to identify the nearest 
bus stop and lists routes and bus times 
served by that stop. If funding is found the 
app could be upgraded with live updates to 
notify users of delays and when they have 
reached their destination.

Another couple of students – Michael 
Randall and Adebo Odunsi – have 
developed an app for Buckingham which 
could be used by other universities.  
It offers a quick-find facility for useful 
contacts, news and events, and has a map 
of the campus. The app could be modified 
for towns and cities, used as an induction 
for new staff in organisations, and modified 
for exhibitions and conferences.

Dr Sellahewa said: “If any local 
businesses or individuals would  
be interested in helping fund any of  
these apps we would love to hear from 
them. If there is any app that a company 
would be interested in having designed, 
please contact the Applied Computing 
department.”

Dr Sellahewa’s email is:  
harin.sellahewa@buckingham.ac.uk

Appy students  
get big ideas

Going on holiday may never be the same 
again thanks to a revolutionary new  
app which enables travellers to record  
their views and pictures in an online 
travel journal.

The social networking app, which can be 
used on phones or tablets, enables users to 
upload words and images in just a few 
seconds. The aim of “Travel Journal” is to 
build an online library of holiday 
experiences so people planning their 
vacation can benefit from the knowledge of 
those who have previously visited places. 

People will be able to give each 
destination a rating. Photos and diary 
entries will be automatically tagged with 
the date, time and location.

“Travel Journal” is the brainchild of 
Applied Computing lecturer Dr Harin 
Sellahewa. He said: “Word of mouth is so 
important. If you are planning a trip it’s 
extremely useful to have the views of 
people who have already been there before 
making a decision. You want to see who’s 
been and what they thought.” 

Students Marios Kosma and Ojuola 
Adebola developed the app as part  
of the Mobile Application Development 
module in their Computing degree. 

Top managers for 
new jobs

When Julian Lovelock joined the University 
in 2005, he was looking for a bit of peace 
and quiet having spent the previous 27 
years as headmaster of Akeley Wood, 
the independent school in Buckingham. 
Now he is one of two Pro Vice-Chancellors 
helping to run the University under the 
Vice Chancellor and Deputy Vice-
Chancellor. This new layer of management 
has been created at the top to ensure 
efficient operation of the institution as it 
grows and the campus expands.

Responsible for Human Resources as 
well as Publicity, Fundraising and Alumni, 
Mr Lovelock is retaining his job as Dean 
of Arts and Modern Foreign Languages, 
so he will have one foot in the academic 
side and another in administration. 
An experienced and talented educator 
with degrees from the University of East 
Anglia, the University of Southampton and 
from Buckingham itself, Mr Lovelock 
expanded Akeley Wood from 150 to 900 
pupils and from one to three sites; during 
his time at the University he has helped 
Buckingham’s English Department to 
grow. Last year it came top in the National 
Student Survey. He also oversees 
Buckingham’s burgeoning suite of MA 
programmes taught in London.

The other new Pro Vice-Chancellor 
is Professor David Billington, a chemist 
who has worked in universities and the 
private sector, and was latterly executive 
director of Great Western Research, 
a partnership of 13 universities in the 
South West. Professor Billington has 
degrees from Warwick and Aston and 
has worked in drug discovery at Merck 
and Servier, and at the cosmetics firm 
L’Oreal. He is responsible for the Student 
Union, Catering and Hospitality, Buildings 
and Estates, IT Services and University 
League Tables.

“I was looking for a new challenge and I 
wanted to get back into the mainstream of 
university administration,” he says. “I have 
always been interested in Buckingham 
since I met Terence Kealey in 2003 when 
he visited L’Oreal. When this job came up, 
I thought ‘That’s what I would like to do’.

“I have been in the state sector and 
know all about the problems of jumping to 
the government’s tune. I didn’t want to be 
doing that and saw the opportunity to Virtual revolution: students develop cutting-edge software

University News
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apply my skills to a university that had a 
lot more freedom of action.”

Professor Billington wasted no time. 
Within six weeks he developed a plan for 
refurbishing the Refectory and the Student 
Union rooms in Tanlaw Mill. That work was 
done in a short window over the Christmas 
break. He is now working on plans to 
accommodate the first two years of the 
new Medical School along with Psychology 
and Applied Computing on the unused 
Right Bank of the River Great Ouse.

Tanlaw Mill gets  
a facelift

Last Christmas, Tanlaw Mill, the 
University’s most historic building, 
underwent a £200,000 refurbishment in 
the space of just four weeks.

“We wanted to give students the quality 
facilities they deserve, and make the Mill 
the venue of choice for both students and 
staff,” says Pro Vice-Chancellor David 
Billington, who oversaw the project.

One of Professor Billington’s main goals 
was to improve the gym facilities. The gym 
area has now doubled and has a dedicated 
resistance and cardio suite. More 
equipment has been installed, fulfilling all 
the needs of the University’s fitness buffs. 

The Refectory has been given a new 
lease of life. The floor has been replaced, 
the ceiling and walls have been given a 
new lick of paint and new furniture and 
counters have also been installed. 
The room is now much more flexible 
forstudents, who can use it for many 
types of events.

Catering has also changed. Everything 
is now in house, therefore prices have 
been cut without compromising quality, 
and there is a wider selection of freshly 
prepared food sourced from small local 
businesses. The Refectory is having a full 
food allergy accreditation so that specific 
dietary requirements can be met, and a 
cashless till system is being installed. 
This means that students (or their 
parents) can top up their Ucard with 
money over the internet and pay for their 
meals with just a swipe of their card. 
These changes have been gratefully 
received, and so far the footfall and 
takings have doubled compared to the 
same time last year.

Last to be upgraded was the student 
common room. The dated phone booths 

Newly improved: the Refectory has had an updgrade

were knocked down to make a student exec 
room for the Students’ Union, and a new 
quiet room with comfy sofas was created. 
The cherished table tennis facilities have 
been kept, but the floors and seating have 
been replaced.

The Mill’s foyer was renovated over 
Easter. The island on the left hand side was 
knocked down, more soft furnishings were 
installed, two extra toilets were added and 
the existing ones redecorated. The old post 
room has been brought back into use as a 
reception area and ticket office, meaning 
that students will receive a warm welcome 
as soon as they enter the building.

Distinguished 
Alumni Award 
launched

This year the University is announcing a 
Distinguished Alumni Award, which will be 
presented annually to a former student who 
has excelled in their profession or given 
exemplary service to the University or the 
wider community.

We are asking alumni and staff to 
nominate their chosen candidate for this 
year by 1 June, 2013. The award will go to a 

University of Buckingham alumnus who, 
in the opinion of the judges, has made 
an outstanding contribution to society. 
The people you nominate can be working 
in any field or sector from medicine to 
engineering, from the business world to 
the voluntary and not-for-profit sector.

We are seeking alumni who have made 
a significant contribution, gained fame or 
recognition, or who have achieved great 
things out of the limelight.

The award will be presented to the 
winner at the Alumni Summer Party in 
June 2013. The winner will be featured 
in the alumni magazine in the autumn as 
well as in the monthly email to alumni 
and on the website.

All former students are eligible to 
be entered for the award including 
“occasional” students; who attended the 
University on exchanges from the USA in 
the 1970s and 1980s and students who 
did not complete their courses.

The judges will be the Vice-Chancellor 
Terence Kealey, as well as the Director 
of External Affairs and Development, 
the Head of Alumni, and the Chairman of 
the University of Buckingham Alumni 
Association. Their decision is final.

Please send your nominations (one per 
person) to alumni@buckingham.ac.uk, 
giving the reasons for your nomination in 
no more than 500 words.
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local MP John Bercow was one of five 
distinguished people to receive an honorary 
degree this year. “I am hugely touched,” 
he said. “I have witnessed the evolution 
of the University of Buckingham from its 
status as something of a curiosity in 
British intellectual life to what it is now  
– a well-established presence on the 
academic scene.”

Honorary degrees were also awarded to 
Dr Anthony Seldon, an authority on 
contemporary British history and Master  
of Wellington College; Professor Stephen 
O’Rahilly, Professor of Clinical Biochemistry 
and Medicine at the University of 

Through the wind and the rain hundreds of 
students gathered in the magnificent 
church of St Peter and St Paul’s to celebrate 
the University’s largest graduation to date. 
Despite the weather, spirits were high, and 
the church rang with the sounds of cheer 
and excitement.

The University had five ceremonies this 
year to accommodate the 700 graduates 
who processed through the church, and 
everyone was particularly happy to see 
large numbers of PGCE and Sarajevo 
School of Science students join the ranks 
of graduands.

Speaker of the House Commons and 

Graduation 
It was a cold and 
blustery weekend 
but the graduands 
were bursting 
with pride and 
good cheer

A family affair: smiles all round Bryony Norburn waits for her MA

Rustem Kalmagambetov collects his Dame Barbara Shenfield medal Hats in the air: Deba Bardhan-Correia celebrates with her happ

Graduation 2013
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Cambridge and Honorary Consultant 
Physician at Addenbrooke’s Hospital; 
Professor Romilda Rizzo, Professor of Public 
Finance at the University of Catania in Sicily; 
and Sir Ivan Lawrence, one of Britain’s 
leading criminal barristers. Sir Ivan urged 
the new graduates to count their blessings, 
live their days to the full, work hard and 
glory in the challenges of life. “My advice is 
get out there and never be shy to demand 
the impossible because the impossible 
happens and you can make it happen.”

The University’s Chancellor, Lord Tanlaw, 
announced that he was standing down after 
two-and-a-half years in post.  

John Bercow MP with Lord Tanlaw

Lecturer Nigel Adams grins for the camera

happy Service Management graduates

Vice-Chancellor Professor Terence Kealey 
noted that Lord Tanlaw had been 
instrumental in setting up the University of 
Buckingham. Lord Tanlaw replied that he 
looked back on his association with 
Buckingham with enormous pride and 
wonderment. “It’s the most rewarding 
association I have had in my life. To have 
followed in the footsteps of the great 
chancellors who have gone before me is a 
privilege I will always cherish and never 
forget.” He told the new graduates that a 
Buckingham degree, if properly used, was 
like a “magic wand which turns your future 
dreams into realities”.

In his opening speech, Vice-Chancellor 
Terence Kealey commented on how the 
graduates were a privilege to teach. “Let me 
say that if there was a National Lecturers 
Survey of satisfaction we would also come 
top, because you – the students – are so 
delightful and courteous.”

This year graduates ate, drank and made 
merry in a new, larger marquee where more 
than 2,000 guests gathered over the two 
days. On Saturday night the marquee was 
transformed into a star-spangled stage and 
dance floor where students danced happily 
until the small hours to the sounds of a Bob 
Marley tribute band.
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Prize-winning 
biographer  
of John Nash

Duncan Dunsmore-Rouse uncovered new 
information about Regency architect John 
Nash while he studied for his Biography MA 
– and his assiduous work has now been 
rewarded with a prize.

He was “thrilled” to be awarded the John 
Clarke Prize for his research on Regency 
architect John Nash. “It was a delightful 
prize to receive for my research,” he said.

The architect was known for designing 
Regent Street and Buckingham Palace but 
it is less well-known that he married twice. 
He initially failed to get a divorce from his 
first wife and she was still alive when he 
remarried. People assumed it was her death 
that led to John being able to remarry but 
Duncan discovered this was not the case, 
something that hasn’t been widely 
documented.

“There was quite a lot of scandal 
surrounding John Nash,” he said.  
“The Regency Period was a time where 
many were criticised for their gluttony, 
including the architect.”

Mr Dunsmore-Rouse is now deciding 
whether he would like to go on to further 
study. While he makes his mind up, he is 
working with All Souls Church, Langham 
Place, London, helping to maintain 
ministerial properties.

 

“I really enjoyed doing my degree at 
Buckingham,” she said. “You get to see  
a lot of your lecturers which really helps. 
Buckingham is within reach of a lot of 
important places – Oxford, Cambridge and 
London – which I found really useful.”

An Iraqi student, Mrs Shukur, who has 
been living in Buckingham with her husband 
and two young daughters, is returning to 
her home country to be a university lecturer 
in translation. However, her studying days 
may not be over. “I am thinking about 
applying for a PhD,” she said. But she is 
keen to get back to work first.

 

Civil servant 
preferred the law

Little did Kamal Bin Shaari know that when 
he decided to follow up a friend’s 
recommendation to do a degree at 
Buckingham it would lead to him joint 
winning the University Prize for Academic 
Distinction.

The Singapore Law graduate feels 
vindicated following his decision to change 
career. “I was working in the civil service in 
Singapore and discovered I had a particular 
interest in law,” said Mr Bin Shaari, “I just 
had a feeling I could go further in law.” 
His original degree in Singapore was in 
chemical engineering.

His instincts were right and now the Law 
graduate has won a place at Fitzwilliam 
College, Cambridge, to do a Master’s. 
His wife is doing a Law PhD at Oxford 
Brookes University and, when they finish in 
a year-and-a-half, they will return to their 
native Singapore to practise as lawyers.

Mr Bin Shaari praised the small class 
sizes at Buckingham. “I value the personal 
relationships I have built up with tutors. 
You do form close relationships with them. 
When I was studying in Singapore there 
were a hundred in a lecture room.” 

Did the critics  
rate Dickens?

Rawan Shukur, who has completed an MA 
in Literature, chose to study how Charles 
Dickens’s novels were received at the time 
when they were first published and won the 
Davis/Drew Prize for her efforts.

Her studies threw up some interesting 
new details about A Tale of Two Cities. 
At the time one reviewer questioned the 
historical authenticity of the story and his 
devastating critique has always been 
alluded to ever since.

By accessing research archives on the 
new digital database of Dickens’s work, 
Dickens Journals Online, Rawan discovered 
there were many other positive reviews and 
just one that was particularly negative. 
Her findings explain why A Tale of Two 
Cities sold so well at the time and why it 
has always been popular in spite of the 
damaging review with which it has been 
associated.

Prize-winner Kamal Bin Shaari with his wife 

Graduation 2013

Great expectations: Mrs Rawan Shukur, right, won the Davis/Drew Prize
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It was with great sadness that we learnt of 
the death of Baroness Thatcher, Britain’s 
first woman Prime Minister and a figure who 
was instrumental in helping the University 
establish itself in its early years.

 Margaret Thatcher, as the former 
Secretary of State for Education, formally 
opened the University College at 
Buckingham in 1976. She gave Sir Rhodes 
Boyson, who was then the Under-Secretary 
of State for Education and Science, 
the support he needed in 1983 when we 
negotiated our Royal Charter with the 
Privy Council, and she was our second 
Chancellor, between 1992–1998.

After retiring as our Chancellor, Margaret 
Thatcher said “Buckingham is the only 
private university in the United Kingdom 
and it was opened in the 70s when I was the 
Cabinet Minister in charge of Education and 
Science: to see it flourish and prosper has 
been a great joy to me.”

Vice-Chancellor Terence Kealey said: 
“Margaret Thatcher loved the University 
of Buckingham and we loved her: the values 
of independence and integrity that she 
proselytised were the values by which the 
University was created. On behalf of the 
whole University I send her family our 
deepest condolences.”

In an obituary about Lady Thatcher, 
which you can view on our website, 
Professor John Clarke said that she was 
with us from the start. She gave the 
key-note speech when the University was 

formally opened on 6 February 1976 and 
began by saying that she had come “Because 
I believe in an ideal, and I believe that ideals 
are meant to be lived and not just read about 
in books as part of history.”

In the 1990s, said Professor Clarke, 
Buckingham was still a very small university 
but with Margaret Thatcher as Chancellor, 
we could not be ignored. Her picture in our 
prospectus did more than anything else to 
bring us students from all over the world. 
“For many alumni, the perfect end to their 
time at Buckingham was to receive their 
degrees, and then to have a few words and 
their picture taken with this world class 
stateswoman,” said Professor Clarke.  
“She loved it too. Margaret Thatcher changed 
Britain and she changed the world and 
Buckingham has never had a better friend."

Tributes to Lady Thatcher have been 
pouring in from admiring alumni all over the 
world. “It feels like the end of an era,” said 
Robin Ratchford (European Studies, 1989). 
Other alumni praised her vision and her 
domination of world politics. “I have always 
admired her strength and applauded her 
tenacity as a leader and as a female leader 
against the odds of the day,” wrote G. Rick 
Woolridge (Law 1999) from Bermuda.

Another Bermudian Leo Mills (Law 1984), 
who is an honorary graduate of the 
University and former Head of the Civil 
Service in Bermuda, said he remembered 
meeting Mrs Thatcher when she visited his 
country in the 1990s. “During a reception at 

Government House, I vividly recall that even 
those politicians who opposed her decision 
not to allow Bermuda to take specific 
anti-apartheid action against South Africa 
were keen to meet her and to have their 
photographs taken with her.”

Law graduate Sheila Yussof (Law 1991) 
from Malaysia admired Lady Thatcher’s 
ability to get things done. “She believed in 
whatever she did and she saw it through 
with a steely determination that one either 
hated or loved. And, yes, we loved her for 
what she has done for the University of 
Buckingham.”

For many she was an inspiration. 
Nasreen Valibhoy Naqvi (Law 1994), 
an alumna who lives in the USA, spoke 
for many when she said that receiving her 
degree from Lady Thatcher meant the 
world to her. “She shook my hand firmly 
and said ‘Well done, young lady, well done’. 
She was a trailblazer for women and an 
iconic figure.”

Andrew Christodoulou (Law 1986) also 
remembered receiving his degree from her. 
“Her intellect, charm and presence I will 
never forget,” he said. 

Speaking on behalf of many women 
around Africa, Suzanne Jambo (Law 1997), 
of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement, 
said she was consoled by the fact that 
Margaret Thatcher left a great legacy that 
would live on. Stephen Kamugasa (Law 
1994) agreed. “Her legacy is assured and 
she will long be remembered,” he said.

In memory of a great leader
 Staff and alumni remember Margaret Thatcher
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I think the  
library was  
the least-used  
room in the 
University
Jonathan Sale interviews 
Michele Parnell, international 
lawyer and Supreme Court Judge

issue. We organised our own sweatshirts 
with “University College Buckingham: UCB” 
on them, which we thought we ought to 
have and wore for just two or three days. 

The University was very small, just 
Hunter Street. The canteen and the 
common-room, a main building with a 
lecture hall we used for parties, an expanse 
of grass and a car park where we would 
dump our cars and run into lectures. It was 
exciting, fun. I wouldn’t have changed it for 
anything. Our nickname for Buckingham 
University was “The Bogus”: it wasn’t a real 
university. It was for people like me who 
had screwed up their A-levels and were 
delighted to have got a place. But there 
were some fantastically bright people too. 

It was truly international. There were 
quite a few mature students who had 
literally left homes and families and come 
from all over the world to gain 
qualifications. They were the ones who 
worked incredibly hard, the older 
generation who behaved impeccably.

We lived in Page Hill, two miles away. 
Real houses, five per house. People 
wandered in and out. The houses were 
mixed; it was the luck of the draw who you 
got. The one I was in was actually all-girls, 
and I was with some great people. It was a 
very friendly and informal atmosphere. 
Everybody knew everybody; staff and 
students mixed tremendously well.

We thoroughly enjoyed ourselves: a sheer 
hedonistic two years spent lolling around 
and having a fantastic time. I think the 
library was the least used room in the 
University; some people didn’t know where 
it was. I think I paid one visit in all my time. 
I don’t remember doing any written work. 
I do remember lectures and taking notes. 

There was a lot of swapping of notes. 
We had “Revenue” on Saturday morning at 

Michele Parnell (Law 1979) was part of 
Buckingham’s second year intake of 
students. Having practised as a 
barrister, she now specialises in 
international finance and has worked in 
24 countries, from Brunei to Zimbabwe. 
She advises on capital markets’ law 
and set up regulatory institutions and 
stock exchanges, as well as advising on  
law reform in banking, insurance, 
pensions, and company law. She is a 
also a part-time judge of the Supreme 
Court in London. 

It’s lovely being given a blank 
sheet of paper and being told to 
write the legislation for a 
country. It’s a very small world; 

there are very few of us who do this tedious 
kind of stuff! I can’t think of any other 
lawyers in the UK; there are five or six of us 
across the world in Canada, the States, 
Australia. My “day job” is very specialised: 
laws for developing countries to help their 
economies: everything to do with trading 
securities and setting up stock exchanges. 

In the second year of the University there 
were 70 or something of us, making a total 
of about 150 including the first year, the 
guinea-pigs. The people in the first year 
went to a brand new institution with 
nothing. They had the luxury of writing the 
playbook. I married one of them: my 
husband was there from 1976-78. He read 
law as well. No, our eyes didn’t meet across 
a crowded lecture hall but probably a 
darkened party room. He had a successful 
practice at the Bar. He died in 2009.

There was no sport; we didn’t have 
playing-fields. I don’t remember thinking, 
“Oh no, I can’t play lacrosse!” I remember a 
debate or a moot. The Ugly Duckling was 
the student magazine; I’ve still got the first 
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nine o’clock, which was difficult if you had 
been partying the night before. I’m sure the 
commitment was there from the staff and I 
suspect the lecturers were very good. A lot 
of them were moonlighting, so the lectures 
were at odd times. One of the professors 
said, “Tort is a camel.” I had no idea what 
that meant, to this day I don’t. 

We partied till we dropped. Then we 
revised for four weeks before the Finals: 
a lot of intense work at the last minute. 
I can’t remember what class of law degree I 
got – I think a Third. I then went to do my 
bar exams and pupillage and managed to 
inveigle myself into a tenancy in a set of 
chambers in the Temple. I’ve prosecuted 
and defended. I spent a decade doing 
crime, which was interesting but I didn’t 
really enjoy it; I could not now bear to 
address another jury. I then went to the City 
of London but again that was not really my 
cup of tea.

It’s taken me a very long time to find the 
area of law I really do passionately love. It’s 
an area of law I would never have thought 
about. First, I just turn up in a country and 
talk to the clients about what they would 
like to change. I offer a sort of skeleton of 
ideas drawn from a number of different 
countries. The clients can then choose a 
general approach. You use a great deal of 
diplomacy. I wouldn’t like somebody from 
abroad coming in to tell me what to do. 
There are cultural and local sensitivities.

My work concerns natural justice: 
improving the rule of law. My work has 
created a business environment where 
decisions can be challenged. I set up a 
commercial bench for the Supreme Court in 
Nepal. In some of the countries I have been 
slightly scared. I’ve spent time in Ministries 
of Finance and the Interior, places I’d never 
be allowed into otherwise in a million years. 
It is a mission of great trust: I see countries’ 
confidential economic plans. 

China was great fun because the 
translation drove us absolutely insane! 
It was also tricky, because of a difficulty 
about transparency. Brunei: they were 
super clients. I haven’t been to Russia for 
six years but I still email people there. 
Mauritius: people think of it as a holiday 
destination but it is a vibrant off-shore 
financial centre.

My work in the Supreme Court is very 
different. I tend to do cases involving 
awards to injured military personnel, 
generally after serving in Afghanistan. It is 
harrowing but the bravery of these people is 
amazing. I just wanted to do something to 
repay the law for the pleasure it’s given me. 
It’s incredibly satisfying when you can make 
the law work for somebody who has a 
meritorious case and is very deserving. 
I’m on a stand-by rota; I am, of course, 
abroad a lot for my “day job”.

Last September I started off in 
Zimbabwe, then went to 
Rwanda, Botswana, Malawi 
and Liberia and came back 
shattered for Christmas. 

 “It’s taken 
me a long 
time to 
find the 
area of law 
I love”
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On the right  
side of the law
 Susan Edwards is on a mission to  
make the world a better place  
for women and minorities. Justine  
Kibler hears how she is getting on

the Centre for Multi-Cultural Studies in Law 
and the Family, she is the author of five 
books, including Sex and Gender in the 
Legal Process, as well as the co-author of 
the textbook Family Law published by OUP.

Where does the drive come from?
The feistiness began early on.  

“From a very young age I think women of 
my generation were told that they would 
never amount to anything,” she says.  
“They were told that they would be the wee 
wife or the mother and that the best thing 
they could do was to be ‘a good, sweet 
maid’. I came to understand what that 
message meant in terms of how young 
women and girls were reared and 
condemned to a stereotype.”

She is referring to the words of her 
primary school teacher who signed her 
autograph book with the message:  
“Be a good, sweet maid; let all who 
will be clever.”

It did not take Edwards long to turn her 
face against confining her ambition to 
becoming “a good, sweet maid”. The world, 
she quickly discovered, was not going to do 
her any favours unless she fought for her 
– and other people’s – rights.

Ever since she was a girl, Susan Edwards 
seems to have been fighting battles on 
behalf of her sex and marginalised 
communities.

From battered women to Muslim 
headscarves or niqabs, from divorce to 
rape, from domestic violence to child 
pornography, Professor Edwards is in there 
arguing for women’s rights and the rights of 
the downtrodden. And she promotes her 
causes in conventional and unconventional 
ways – through academic articles, as a 
barrister in the courts, as an expert witness 
and through direct action.

Former Dean of Law and now Dean of 
Research at Buckingham, she combines her 
own work with her new role of helping the 
University to build up its research base, 
and she chairs the University Research 
Committee. At the same time she continues 
her job of teaching students in the Law 
Faculty and helping to educate the next 
generation of lawyers around the world.

At the University Professor Edwards gives 
lectures on Family Law, Sex and Gender in 
the Legal Process, Criminology and Criminal 
Justice among other subjects. She is also 
busy with her own research. Co-Director of 

As a student employed on a factory 
production line in Hackney, she found 
women were paid half the amount for 
doing the same job as a man. She also 
worked in a slum clearance area in 
Birmingham and witnessed a great deal of 
poverty, racial discrimination and fear. 
The result was that she resolved to go into 
the Law to campaign on issues of human 
rights and sex discrimination.

“I’m not a typical lawyer,” she says. 
“Sometimes people introduce me as a 
lawyer. I prefer to be introduced as a 
political campaigner and activist - and law, 
legal activism and research are all part of 
that.” Edwards works for numerous NGOs 
worldwide, and is a member of the UK Bar 
Human Rights Committee and the Stop the 
War Coalition. “For me, political 
engagement is an integral part of an 
academic research life; it’s not inseparable,” 
she says.

Edwards relishes controversy, and has 
campaigned on issues that most lawyers 
would avoid like the plague. Her PhD  
was on rape, a subject that was viewed as 
extremely radical and controversial at the 
time. Her aim, she says, has always been to 
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to present the wearing of the hijab/niqab 
as a representation of either Islamic 
fundamentalism or oppression.

“In actual fact it’s exceedingly complex,” 
she says. “But no one wants to ask the 
women themselves. I’m really worried that 
these dress battles are being used as a 
means to oppress marginalised 
communities.”

It comes as no surprise to learn that 
Edwards’s work has often been received 
critically. “I’m not popular with some,” 
she says – but it is something that she 
accepts as inevitable.

“I might have got some things wrong 
but my conscience doesn’t trouble me.”

Warming to her theme, Edwards admits 
that one of her problems – as well as her 
strengths – is that she has difficulty 
detaching emotionally from the subjects 
of her study.

“You have to have compassion and 
empathy and make a connection – the 
subject can never be just another person,” 
she says. “Many people would say I’m too 
subjective, and, of course, research 
requires objectivity. But it also requires 
emotional involvement to see and drive it.”

The CV

Born Dunfermline, Scotland
Educated University of Central England 
(BA Hons), University of Manchester (MA 
Econ, PhD), University of Reading (LLM); 
called to the Bar 2004
Career Held research and teaching 
posts at Universities of Manchester, 
Sheffield, Westminster, and the 
University of West London
Publications Published four books 
in addition to one textbook and one 
edited collection. Editor of the Denning 
Law Journal 
Likes Performing, Lebanese and Iranian 
cuisine, M&S chocolate éclairs, 
Rachmaninov; Favourite actor is Amitab 
Bachchan in ‘Black’ 2005
Greatest influences Hannah Arendt, 
Frantz Fanon, Edward Said
Dislikes Blandness, anger and boiled 
beetroot
Family Husband and two daughters

For her the work has paid off because 
she has seen many steps towards justice 
and equality in her chosen 
battlegrounds. “Law has always been in 
the hands of men,” she says. “But now 
there are more women in the judiciary, 
more women trained as lawyers and in 
the professions, and the law has been 
developed and transformed in some 
areas. If a teacher wrote in a girl’s 
autograph book now ‘be a good, sweet 
maid; let all who will be clever’ they 
would surely be reprimanded.”

Edwards wants young lawyers to be 
constantly challenging inequality and 
struggling for justice. She would like 
them to be courageous and to challenge 
the law and the inequity in their own 
societies. “We need to instil this sense of 
challenge and confidence in our young 
lawyers who will then take this resolve to 
other corners of the world,” she says.

Edwards herself has no intention of 
stopping. She says: “I’m going to 
continue to do what I’m doing – 
engaging and fighting for women’s 
issues and having the courage to speak 
the truth.”

raise awareness of difficult issues and to 
promote justice and equality.

Her approach is uniquely hands-on. 
“Many lawyers confine themselves to 
reading the judgments and cases,” 
she says. “For me, though, a lot of my 
research is ‘action research’. It hasn’t only 
been in libraries; but also it is riding in the 
back of police cars at 3 am or visiting Iran 
to research the hijab.

“I always feel that if I do a piece of 
research I have to actually be there. I call 
it ‘aggravating the gravel’; I have to be a 
part of it, I have to see it. I don’t think you 
can be a spokesperson for a cause – as 
Malinowski wrote, ‘to judge something 
you have to be there’” .

One of her key projects at the moment 
is investigating religious dress and 
symbolism and looking at how Muslim 
communities have been targeted.

Edwards says that she is concerned 
about the attacks on Muslim women who 
wear hijabs or niqabs. She’s not defending 
the niqab when it is used to control 
women in their communities, she insists. 
At the same time, she says, it is clear that 
Western countries, including Britain, want 
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 Austerity under 
the microscope
With a potential triple-dip recession 
looming, Justine Kibler asks the 
University’s economists if they  
think the Government is on the right 
path and what the future holds  

Professor  
Len Shackleton
Professor of Economics

My view is that the government was 
fundamentally right to focus on bringing 
the fiscal deficit down; that had to be done. 
It might have worked better if it could have 
been quicker, though, as I think they 
phased the tax and spending changes 
wrongly. They should have made bigger 
cuts initially and got a lot of the pain out of 
the way, as people were anticipating. 
Not doing this has probably prolonged the 
problem, and we haven’t really moved very 
far in reducing the deficit. But I certainly 
don’t think we should move in the direction 
of saying “let’s just hang the deficit and 
pump more spending power into the 
economy and hope for the best,” because 
I think that is no longer really an option. 

If you want to reduce a fiscal deficit 
you have two mechanisms; one is to 
reduce spending and the other is to raise 
taxes. The option of raising taxes isn’t 
sensible. Taxes are too high already, and if 
anything a reduction in taxes would tend to 
stimulate the economy rather more than 
trying to maintain the very high levels of 
government spending.

The long term thing is we’ve got to 
reduce government spending as a 
proportion of national income; hopefully 
a rising national income, but a national 
income anyway. And that’s very difficult for 
governments to do, because there are so 
many pressure groups. 

I think we could do a lot more to cut back 
on middle class benefits. A protected group 

at the moment has been people over the 
age of 60, with things like winter fuel 
allowance and free bus passes, and the 
triple lock in the pensions so pensions rise 
even though employment income has fallen. 
It’s very difficult to reverse that – because 
older people vote more than younger 
people, and obviously the government 
don’t want to upset that pressure group. 

However, there is a lot of resilience in the 
UK economy. We’ve seen this in the recent 
employment figures, which have been really 
quite remarkable. Figures show that we’ve 
got the highest number of people employed 
in this country that we’ve ever had – with 
unemployment well below the Eurozone. 
What’s difficult to understand is quite why 
the GDP figures – the output figures – are 
not reflecting this, because the implication 
of falling output with rising employment is 
that productivity is falling in some sense, 
and it’s difficult to see quite how that works.

The way in which the GDP figures are 
collected is, incidentally, very iffy. In the UK 
we uniquely give these figures very soon 
after the quarter they refer to has ended, 
whilst most countries delay this. So it may 
be that the GDP figures are systematically 
underreporting where we’re at because of 
this short term reporting. I put much more 
faith in the employment figures, of which 
we have two reliable sources. I think the 
employment improvement is a genuine one, 
I’m just flummoxed as to why the GDP 
figures are so out of line.
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Dr Thomai Filippeli
Lecturer in Economics and  
Quantitative Methods

I would say yes, the government is doing 
the right thing at the moment. They are 
trying to decrease the public sector and 
give some more space to the private sector 
for investment. So they try to give 
opportunities to the private sector, which 
is more efficient and more productive than 
the public sector, in order to give a boost 
to the economy. Of course many people 
criticise this and say the austerity measures 
are too much, and as we are in a big 
recession imposing more taxes will put the 
economy into a deeper recession. But I 
think that the government, with the Bank 
of England, are trying to co-ordinate their 
actions and they are on the right path by 
doing this. 

Nobody can say for sure that we are out 
of the worst, and there is only better to 
come, but I see that there is co-ordination 
here in the UK and in other countries in 
Europe and also in the US, where they have 
been trying to solve the problems of high 
debt. We are going through very tough 
times but I think that it’s the right mix of 
policies. I cannot say that maybe in one or 
two years the crash will be over and we will 
have great growth rates in the UK, but I 
think we are heading towards that direction.

The UK needs to bring back confidence 
to the markets so that they will lower 
borrowing costs, and the private sector can 
go to the banks and borrow money again. 

We need to have less state. And at that 

point, what the UK should try to do is 
reduce the public sector and give incentive 
to the private sector to continue investing 
in the economy. But as long as the markets 
are very cautious and are not lending much 
money, this cannot happen easily. 

Because of the problems in the Eurozone, 
the confidence in the market has gone 
down, and this is the reason why the UK 
private sector cannot borrow money very 
easily from the banks – because when the 
markets are more cautious in lending you 
money, you either have to pay very high 
costs to take money, or you cannot borrow 
at all. And of course this has a direct effect 
on the UK economy, which comes from the 
financial crisis plus the Eurozone debt 
crisis. So we need to build up confidence, 
and I feel that this confidence can be built 
up only through taking austerity measures 
and reducing the debts of the state. But I’m 
pretty optimistic about the near future.

We can see a negative trend in the UK 
economy at the moment. With the exception 
of the quarter in which the Olympics took 
place, we have had several consecutive 
negative GDP growth figures, or just 
stagnated GDP. Public debt is still growing 
and the government is still running a deficit. 
These are the two main threats for the 
economy. In addition, money supply is still 
stagnating as lending does not flow in the 
economy as normal, which is crucial for 
economic recovery.

The economic trend is quite negative 
because austerity measures in the very 
short run are withdrawing spending from 
the economy; as public spending is a 
component of aggregate demand, GDP is 
suffering. So in the very short run, I think this 
will still hit the economy badly.

The positive part of the argument, though, 
is that, as the UK doesn’t belong to the 
Eurozone, it has more policy tools to prevent 
recession, or at least to help overcome it. 
In addition, it is a more open economy, and 
the labour market is more flexible, which will 
foster competitiveness. The UK also retains 
its national currency, which helps to cope 
with these problems. The depreciation of the 
pound against the euro and the US dollar 
could indeed be a problem in the mid to long 
run, but in the short run it is a blessing for 
British exports. 

The independent Bank of England is 
committed to maintaining price and financial 
stability, but seems to be collaborating with 

Dr Juan Castaneda 
Lecturer in Economics

the Treasury in buying Government debt and 
injecting more credit into the banking system 
to maintain the money supply. This means 
the Bank of England doesn’t have to consult 
with the rest of Europe when making 
monetary policy decisions.

By contrast, Spain delegated monetary 
competencies to the European Central Bank 
(ECB) 12 years ago, so the country cannot 
possibly resume its national currency or 
use a national monetary policy to restore 
money supply growth and thus help to 
overcome the crisis. 

This is a major difference with Britain, and 
it has been technically difficult and socially 
and politically very costly for Spain to apply 
for any sort of bailout from the ECB and the 
rest of EU member states. That problem 
doesn’t exist in this country, because the 
collaboration between the Bank of England 
and the Government is straightforward. 
True, in the last century this co-operation 
usually resulted in increased public deficit 
and inflation; however, I think it is needed in 
these very extraordinary circumstances.

“We need to have less 
state. The UK should 
try to reduce the  
public sector and  
give incentive to the 
private sector ” 

“The depreciation of the 
pound could be a 
problem, but in the 
short run it’s a blessing 
for UK exports”
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Professor  
Martin Ricketts
Professor of Economic Organisation  
and Dean of Humanities

Dr Ali Kabiri
Lecturer in Economics

I think the Government has averted the 
worst by their crisis management. Having 
said that, I think the UK still has a lot of 
adjusting to do in real terms in the medium 
to long run. 

I know it is said that consumer debt is 
more under control than it was, but 
nevertheless we have highly indebted 
consumers. The public sector, in order to 
keep the economy generally in a state short 
of collapse, has continued to add to its debt 
by borrowing heavily in markets supported 
by the bond purchases of the Central Bank. 
So the general problem of growing 
indebtedness has not been solved and I 
don’t think it will be solved ultimately until 
there is a real restructuring of the economy 
as well. Let us hope that the necessary 
changes will be addressed rather gradually 
over 10 or 20 years and I think that’s 
probably the likely outcome. But it doesn’t 
alter the basic point that we are likely to 
experience an age of relative austerity, 
which I think will stretch quite far into the 
future. The big aim of policy should be to 
ensure we do achieve the necessary 
structural changes and do not endure a 
really big crisis which would be even 
more disruptive.

The countries affected by the Euro crisis 
are being forced into great structural 
reform. In the UK, because we’ve got our 
own currency and the Bank of England can 

create vast quantities of money ex nihilo, 
so to speak, you can put off these things. 
Because my central view of the crisis is that 
lax monetary and fiscal conditions over a 
protracted period led to structural 
distortions – over large public spending, 
over extended private consumption, 
an under developed export sector (apart 
from in financial services) and a bloated 
property market - there have to be 
readjustments in the UK of a similar kind  
to the ones that are required in Spain. 
Unless these are addressed there’s another 
crisis waiting for us down the road.

It would be nice to know what the 
ultimate source of this recovery in growth is 
going to be. For example after the Second 
World War you had women coming in to the 
workforce and a large number of soldiers 
being demobilized. Technology could also 
come to the rescue as it did in the 
nineteenth century after the Napoleonic 
wars.  But we now have a very service 
dominated economy and I wonder if you 
can raise the productivity in services in 
quite the way we’ve done in manufacturing 
in the past. On the whole I err to the more 
pessimistic side of that argument. Therefore 
I think that over the next 20 or 30 years, 
the UK will have tremendous adjustment 
problems; it will have to make these 
adjustments and it will be making them in 
very adverse circumstances.

I think what happened in the UK is an 
endemic problem of the encroachment by 
businesses and the government on people’s 
liberties. I think we reached a stage where 
human rights didn’t make any difference to 
anybody – such as banks misselling 
products. And that happened under 
Gordon Brown’s watch. The level of 
intervention by the government in society 
felt Orwellian, and yet they couldn’t protect 
our economy from some of the problems 
we have now. Brown was responsible for 
taking power away from the Bank of 
England and putting it in the hands of the 
FSA, which is a weak regulator and became 
captured to a certain extent by the banks, 
so there was a lack of oversight. 

In terms of the government’s policy 
though, I think their hands are tied, to be 
honest. We have a lot of government debt 
in the UK and I think everyone understands 
that if we could spend our way through this 
with large investment projects it would have 
a positive effect on growth. But we can’t 
afford to do that; we have too much debt. 
So on balance I don’t think they’re doing 
such a bad job. But ultimately it may not be 
down to the hands of the government – it 
may be our interlinkages with the financial 
system that could lead to a shock from 
Europe becoming very nasty for everybody 
– it may not be in our hands and that’s the 
biggest worry.

There is a crisis on the horizon in Europe, 
and I’m quite pessimistic that we are 
susceptible to a shock from the Eurozone in 

terms of financial stability. Many people 
were predicting the end of the Eurozone 
last year, and I think without policy 
intervention you would have seen it break 
up, so we’re playing a guessing game a bit 
about how far the European Project is 
taken seriously and at what point it will 
buckle. The situation remains fragile, and 
if it were to deteriorate materially, which it 
has the potential to do, then we will suffer 
through our banking system. We may 
escape the full brunt of a disaster scenario 
but we can’t avoid it entirely.

That said, I don’t think we are blind to 
those dangers, and the work the Bank of 
England is doing in terms of financial 
stability and monitoring the European 
crisis is good because they’re very aware, 
and the appointment of Mark Carney as 
governor is testament to how seriously 
they take financial stability and the 
regulation of banks. So I think we’re doing 
the right things here. 

“There is a crisis on the 
horizon in Europe, and 
I’m pessimistic that 
we are susceptible to 
a shock from the 
Eurozone in terms of 
financial stability”
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Alumni announcements

Deaths 

Marriages 

Births 

“He leaves behind a string of 
people whose lives were literally 
turned around,” says John 
Bicheno, who has been involved 
with Mahesh’s MSc Service 
Management programme since 
its creation.

Emeritus professor of the 
University’s school of Science 
and Medicine, Alan Brook, 
passed away peacefully in 
March 2013.

Born on 5 March 1923 in 
Newcastle upon Tyne, he was 
a Kitchener Scholar at Kings 
College, Durham, where he 
was awarded a BSc degree in 

Wilfred Gomez Malong (Law 
1984) died on 2 February 2013 
from colon cancer, aged 63.

Gomez was a law practitioner 
and former police officer. He 
was the youngest recipient at 
the age of 24 in 1974 of 
Malaysia’s second highest 
gallantry award, the Pingat 
Gagah Berani, following his 
heroic effort in a skirmish with 
18 terrorists in Ulu Poi, Kanowit.
He is survived by his wife Angela 
Austin and a son and daughter. 

V. S. Mahesh, programme 
Director of the Master’s in 
Service Management at the 

Botany. After the war he 
undertook research on algae at 
the University of Edinburgh, 
where he was awarded a DPhil 
in 1949. 

After working as a professor 
at the University of Minnesota, 
Alan came to the new-born 
University College at 
Buckingham as Professor of Life 
Sciences and later Dean of 
Science.  He also had a period 
as Pro-Vice Chancellor.

He was the author of 90 
scientific publications and a 
number of books, including his 
final work, a 600-page 
monograph on British desmids.  

Mark Simpson (History, 
Politics and English 1987) 
and his wife Camilla welcomed 
their new daughter, Jemima 
Alice, into the world on 
1 November 2012 at the Royal 
Surrey in Guildford.

Shaheen and Fadiya Backer 
(MBA 2010) had their first  
baby on 25 July 2012. They 
named him Dhaafr Shaheen 
Backer.

Congratulations to Ayo 
Babalola (International 
Studies 2007) who gave birth 
to a baby girl on 17 April 2012, 
called Oluwafunmilore Ojeyomi. 
She weighed just 3lbs 14oz and 
is now doing well in Nigeria.

Congratulations to Birgit Otto 
(Business Studies 1993) who 
married German actor Heinz 
Behrens on 28 September 2012 
in Berlin, two days before 
Heinz’s 80th birthday party. 

Congratulations to Linda Evans 
(Law 1994) who married Craig 
Ross at a small family wedding 
in Surrey on 21 July 2012. 
Alumna Maria Struszcyk also 
attended.

On 7 July 2012 Matthew Osiru 
(MA Global Affairs 2011) 
married his long term fiancée 
Truphosa Otwala (MA Global 
Affairs 2011) in Nairobi, Kenya. 
We wish them the best of luck.

Congratulations to Shazrina 
Kahar (MA Global Affairs 
2011) who married Sharizal  
on 11 February 2013 in Borneo.  
They plan to have their 
honeymoon in Boracay. 

University of Buckingham, died 
after a short illness on 9 
February 2013.

Mahesh epitomised the 
concept of service, to both 
students and staff at the 
University. He was the first 
academic to focus seriously on 
the student as a customer at a 
time when most other 
academics thought this was 
mad. He has been described by 
staff he worked with as kind, 
humorous, full of life, lovely 
and a highly original academic. 
Mahesh was known for his 
questioning mind, his sharp 
intellect and his humility. 

Barrister Chyma Anthony 
(LLM 2008) and wife, Ifeyinwa 
Joe-Njoku, welcome a new son 
Jesse Zikora Anthony, who was 
born on 12 September 2012. 
Their eldest son Gianni is also 
pictured on the right.
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Shropshire heaven: Lord Hamilton with his wife and children on his estate

reconnecting with the ideas that were 
there before,” says Gavin. “It’s a farm 
diversification project, a good use of 
redundant farm buildings, but also a way 
to give a public face to the estate.”

His wife has renovated three of the 
estate properties, turning them into 
luxurious holiday cottages and winning 
coveted Enjoy England Gold Awards in the 
process. 

Gavin has fond memories of 
Buckingham, where he was Treasurer of the 
Students’ Union, and would welcome visits 
to his estate by fellow alumni.

In honour of  
Michael Hornigold
A group of five alumni have clubbed 
together to donate a bench to the 
University in the name of Michael 
Hornigold (Business Studies 1991) who died 
on 30 June 2012 and is remembered with 
much affection. A mature student who had 
come from industry, Michael had always 

Gavin Hamilton 

Gavin Hamilton (Accounting and Financial 
Managment 1990) is now the fifth Lord 
Hamilton of Dalzell following the death of 
his father. He inherited the 8,000-acre 
Apley Estate in Shropshire when he was 
living in Brussels with his wife, Harriet, and 
their three daughters, and working for DHL 
as a financial controller. Since then, he has 
had a fourth child, a son, and has taken 
over managing the estate and diversifying 
to secure its future.

Apley now boasts a farm shop, a café, 
a children’s play barn and a 22-seat 
conference centre, all created out of a 
courtyard of redundant farm buildings and 
with a magnificent view of the surrounding 
Shropshire countryside. The farm shop 
sells fresh quality produce from the estate 
as well as from tenant farms and other 
producers from Shropshire and 
neighbouring counties.

“The estate traditionally produced food 
for the local people so it’s a way of 

wanted to take a degree, so studying at 
Buckingham was a dream come true. 

The bench is being placed outside Sunley 
where Michael lived so that students may 
sit and admire the River Great Ouse. On the 
bench are the words “In loving memory of 
Michael Hornigold who would have sat here 
had there been a bench in his day”. 
The donors are Professor Ian Stuart-
Hamilton, Najma Dunnett, Jeremy Bell, 
Simon Leighton and Laurence Eagle.

“Michael was a lovely person who would 
do anything for anyone,” says Najma 
Dunnett. “I desperately miss him and am 
struggling to come to terms with his loss. 
He was taken away far too young.”

Najma Dunnett 

After studying Economics at Buckingham, 
Najma Dunnett graduated with a 2.1 and 
embarked on a career as a solicitor. At the 
end of her academic training, she found 
herself working unexpectedly at John Laing 

 Alumni news
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Construction. Construction was to become 
her specialist area of law.

“After qualifying and being fortunate to 
work with the great and the good in 
construction law, my formative legal career 
was spent predominantly doing contentious 
work - architects’ negligence claims, 
contractors’ loss and expense, delay and 
disruption claims,” she says. “It was 
certainly a full life but exciting too!”

The demands of a young family and her 
desire for regular hours drove Najma to an 
in-house position. She took a job with an 
international architect’s practice heading 
their legal department. She had a varied 
workload mainly of analysis, drafting and 
negotiation of commercial contracts 
including architects’ appointments and 
associated contractual documents, 
building contracts, advising on risk 
management advice and EU procurement 
for domestic and international clients in all 
sectors, including banking, commerce, 
legal and education.

She has now decided to launch her own 
freelance legal consultancy (N Dunnett 
Consulting Ltd) doing primarily commercial 
and construction contracts’ analysis and 
negotiation with some disputes’ work for 
consultants and contractors. “The 
opportunity to run my own business is the 
fulfilment of a life-long dream,” she says.  
“I was drawn to the flexibility that is offered 
by this way of working and the challenge of 
growing a business from scratch.”
Najma Dunnett can be contacted at: Najma.
dunnett@hotmail.co.uk

News in Brief 

Euan Leckie (Business Enterprise 2012) 
published his first book Underdog, a novel 
for young adults, in October 2012.

It follows the life of lonely and troubled 

teenager Tom White, who steals a young pit 
bull dog from a vicious gang of ‘dog-men’ 
and runs away with him.

For more details visit: https://www.
facebook.com/UnderdogBook
Dwight Gardiner (Law 1997) was 
appointed Ambassador of Antigua and 
Barbuda Government in February 2013, 
with special responsibility for the 
International Maritime Organisation.

The International Maritime Organisation 
is a specialised agency of the United 
Nations with responsibility for the safety 
and security of shipping and the prevention 
of marine pollution by ships.

Mr Gardiner has more than 30 years of 
service and leadership in the maritime 
sector and has held numerous prestigious 
positions in the Caribbean.
Philip Ikeazor (Accounting and 
Financial Management 1981), a Chartered 
Accountant with over 22 years experience in 
corporate and investment banking, has 
been appointed as the new CEO and MD of 
Keystone Bank, Nigeria, in February 2013.

Keystone Bank is one of the three banks 
acquired by Asset Management Corporation 
of Nigeria (AMCON) in 2011. AMCON was 
created in 2010 to help revive the financial 
system by resolving the non-performing 
loan assets of the banks in the Nigerian 
economy.
F1 test driver Marc Gene (Economics 
1995) has re-signed with Audi this year. 
He will return to the Le Mans 24-Hour Race 
and the Spa-Francorchamps round of the 
FIA World Endurance Championship and 

will race the very latest Audi R-18 e-tron ultra 
quattro Hybrid.

Gene was introduced as an Audi factory 
driver to assembled guests during the 
manufacturer’s pre-Christmas event at their 
Ingolstadt factory in Germany.
Mrs Simone Smith Bean (Law 2006) was 
called to the Bermuda Bar on 21 December 
2012, the same day her husband Marc Bean 
was elected leader of the Progressive Labour 
Party of Bermuda.

Mrs Smith-Bean was originally a trained 
dancer. She moved to the Bahamas in 2008 
where she completed a pupillage at Lockhart 
and Co law firm in Nassau. 
Emma Dalla Libera (Decorative Arts 
2010) was appointed as the Rome Bonhams 
representative on 5 November 2012.

Founded in 1793 in London, Bonhams is 
one of the world’s oldest and largest 
auctioneers of fine art and antiques.
Former governor of state of Osun and the 
secretary of the People’s Democratic Party, 
Prince Olagunsoye Oyinlola (Law 2003) 
was called to the Nigerian Bar in November 
2012, having passed the 2012 Bar final 
examination.

Lost alumni 

If you know how to contact the 
following, please email the Alumni Office 
at alumni@buckingham.ac.uk

 ● Christopher Akerele, Economics 1978
 ● Alexander Barber, Law 1979
 ● Kevin Chan, Law 1979
 ● Mona Dexter, Economics 1978
 ● Aloysius Dozie, Law 1978
 ● Mohd Gorjestani, Economics 1978
 ● Roberta Hall, Law 1979
 ● Armin Hasan, Economics 1979
 ● David Higginson, Economics 1978
 ● Gopal Krishnan s/o Munusamy, Law 1978
 ● Ivan Levy, Economics 1979
 ● Sheela Levy, Politics, Economics and Law 
1979

 ● Wyndham McCready, Politics, Economics 
and Law 1979

 ● Dina Nassif, Law 1979
 ● Matthias Nwokeji, Law 1978
 ● Jomoria Ogbiru, Law 1979
 ● Andrew Orji, Law 1978
 ● Norman Persaud, Law 1979
 ● Sally Shewell, History, Politics and English 
Literature 1979

 ● Baboucar Sompo-Ceesay, Economics 1979
 ● Osu Sukam, Law 1979
 ● Ralston Winn, Law 1978

Freelance legal consultant Najma Dunnett

Prince Olagunsoye Oyinlola 

Ambassador Dwight Gardiner, left 
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In this issue we 
have news  
and stories of the 
Graduation that 
took place in 
mid-March. 
The Department 
has been a hive of 

activity in the run up to this year’s event 
and, with the growth of student numbers, 
we are now having to hold five ceremonies. 
It is a great opportunity for us to connect 
with some of the current students and 
also to bid farewell to those who are leaving 
and who, we hope, will stay in touch in the 
years to come.

This year the Alumni Association (UBAA) 
supported the idea to give our student/
graduand helpers a free ticket for the Swan 
Ball as a thank you for the work they did for 
us over the weekend. We have had some 
incredibly willing and helpful students 
working in the marquee and the Church 
and we are very grateful to them.

We are working closely with the 
Marketing Department this year and, 
as many of you will have seen, most of the 
overseas trips that are undertaken are 
promoted by the Alumni Office, and 
meetings are arranged. It is a great way to 
meet up with some of you and to let you 
know what is going on in Buckingham. 
To see where the marketing trips will be this 
year, both overseas and in the UK, please 
look on http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/
admissions/open-days/ and http://www.
buckingham.ac.uk/international/overseas-
trips/. Do get in touch if you think you might 
be free either to help or meet with the 
Marketing team member(s).

An Alumni Breakfast took place in 
February at which Richard Morgan QC  
(Law 1986) gave a fascinating insight into 
“Asset Freezing Orders and the Lure of 
London for Dispute Resolution”. We thank 
him very much indeed for taking the time 
to come and talk to some interested alumni 
and staff in the most beautiful setting of 
Middle Temple. Our next breakfast will 
take place in May, so please look out for 
the  details which will be sent shortly. 
We have also been working on events for 
the rest of this year:

May Day drinks reception
On 1 May Lord and Lady Luce are kindly 
hosting a drinks reception for us at the 
Royal Overseas League and any alumni and 
students who have been involved in helping 
us over the year will be invited to attend. 
It will be a great opportunity to network and 

make new connections, and meet up with 
staff members, in a lovely setting 
overlooking Green Park.

Alumni Summer Party
On 28 June, our Alumni Summer Party will 
be held at the House of Lords. Baroness 
Helena Kennedy will be hosting this event 
and you can buy tickets on the following 
link: http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/events/
summer-party-2013/. As spaces are limited 
I hope you will sign up quickly if you would 
like to come along. The cost of the tickets is 
£80 and the UBAA is most kindly 
sponsoring the champagne reception for us 
prior to the start of the event.

Alumni Reunion Dinner
On the 10 October our next Alumni 
Reunion Dinner will take place and the 
venue will be Church House, Westminster 
(opposite the Houses of Parliament). If you 
graduated between the years of 1981-85, 
please get in touch and let us know if you 
would like to attend. We would love to see 
you and we hope it will be a fantastic 
chance to meet up with students you have 
not seen for quite some time! Our first 
Reunion Dinner, which was held in October 
2012, was a resounding success, as shown 
in the photo below.

Celebrate in Buckingham 
Now that the Refectory has been 
refurbished we are able to hold receptions, 
christenings and weddings in that room. 
The Manager, Craig Decent, is also happy to 
take outside bookings for events that 
alumni may wish to hold on campus. So do 

contact him on craig.decent@buckingham.
ac.uk if you have a celebration you would 
like to hold at Buckingham. We have already 
had a christening for an alumnus earlier this 
year. All catering is now run in house again, 
and the queues at lunch time are a sign that 
this was a very good thing to do! It has also 
meant that when the students ask if they 
may prepare some of their traditional food 
(eg Chinese for the New Year in February 
and Japanese for a memorial dinner to raise 
money for the tsunami victims of 11 March 
2011) the kitchen is opened to them and the 
catering staff get involved as well – a real 
culinary exchange of ideas. If you are in the 
area, take the chance to come along and 
see for yourself.

Alumni Annual Fund
Finally we now have, thanks to the Alumni 
Annual Fund and the help of Bernie 
Marsden (former Whitesnake band member 
and local celebrity), some fabulous new 
sound equipment for the refurbished 
Radcliffe Centre. We thank everyone who 
donates to this fund, as it enables us to give 
students some of the social facilities that  
they would like. If you wish to learn more 
about this fund, please look on https://
extranet.buckingham.ac.uk/alumnet/
ubf-aaf.aspx. It may be small, but it truly 
has a huge impact.

I hope to see you at one of the events this 
year, or even next! 

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation 
Telephone: +44 (0)1280 820338
Email: anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk

Merry times: last year’s first Alumni Reunion Dinner

Alumni office news
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