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Dean’s message
A warm welcome to present students, 
alumni, benefactors, and future students 
– I hope this newsletter gives some insight 
into the past six months. As I write, some 
undergraduates have already finished 
their exams and are relaxing by the 
river with a picnic, while others are just 
entering the exam halls, air-conditioned 
fortunately in the summer heat. It’s 
another culmination of a hard year’s work 
in our three areas of literature, language, 
and journalism. 

Reading over this compilation, I’m 
struck by the sheer range of what we get 
up to: everything from high scholarship, 
to the intense examination of the English 
language, through to serious hands-on 
training in practical journalism skills. 
There are few separations between our 
specialisms: language is our shared bond.

This year we are delighted to have 

again been ranked in the top ten English 
departments. Statistics, of course, are 
notoriously odd. What do terms like 
‘value added’ mean? They don’t seem very 
accessible to the ordinary public. The 
heart of the matter for us is simple: how 
much personal attention does a student 
get? How quickly will they get feedback 
on essays? How well will they progress 
academically? How much do they enjoy 
their degree? How employable are they 
when they leave? These are the basic 
criteria the league tables are examining, 
and I’m glad that the hard work of staff 
and students here is being recognized 
nationally. 

Overall I hope this newsletter gives 
you some sense of the vibrant life of the 
department.

Professor John Drew, Dean of Humanities

Old Tanlaw Mill, Student Union Building



Some recent highlights
16 March
Award ceremony for MA students. Tabitha Price receives the Paul Davis 
award for her MA thesis ‘The Business of a Woman’s Life’: Enlightenment 
Feminism in the Novels of the Brontë Sisters’. A dinner followed.

18 March
Graduation – a great day of celebration as our graduands receive their 
degrees. Jeremy Paxman receives Honorary D. Litt. (see article)

21 March
Work on the Ondaatje Hall Centre for Interdisciplinary Research in the 
Humanities (OHCIRH) begins. English will be a presence in the Centre, due 
to open in September.

24 May
In The Guardian University Guide 2017, the English Department is ranked as 
one of the UK’s top ten departments (see article)

2 June
40th Anniversary dinner at Fishmonger’s Hall, London, to honour the 
founders and benefactors of the University. Sir Anthony Selden, the Vice-
Chancellor, gives the main speech reviewing the University’s past, present, 
and future.

16–17 July
A weekend full of 40th Anniversary celebrations at the Hunter Street 
river-side campus. The English Department is stationed at the OHCIRH.

Coming soon... 
8–9 September
University of Buckingham Festival of Higher Education: ‘Universities of 
the Future: How to Prepare Now’
There will be more than 30 speakers from all sectors of HE, including 
Jo Johnson, the Universities and Science Minister, and the Vice-Chancellor. 
(See http://www.hefestival.com/)
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English back in 
the Top 10

The Guardian newspaper has once again 
placed the English Department in the top 
ten in the country. In the subject listings 
in The Guardian University Guide 2017 it 
ranks Buckingham as number 9 out of the 
105 English departments in the UK. Sir 
Anthony Seldon has congratulated staff 
on this remarkable achievement, which 
places Buckingham on a par with some of 
the most famous universities in the world. 

In the various indices used by The 
Guardian, Buckingham ranks particularly 
highly for staff/student ratio, teaching 
quality, and student satisfaction with 
the excellence of the degree. Quality 
of feedback to students is another 
significant strength.

More than half the departments in the UK 
have staff/student ratios over 1:15 – more 
like that of secondary schools. Edinburgh 
Napier, for example, has 1 lecturer for 28 
students; Bristol University has 1 lecturer for 
19 students. At Buckingham the ratio is less 
than 1 to 10, one of only five universities in 
the UK with this level of provision, part of 
what gives Buckingham its ‘Oxbridge feel’.

One important measure compares 
students’ individual degree results with 
their entry qualifications, to show how 
effective the teaching is. It is given a 
rating out of 10. Buckingham is in the elite 
group of 18 universities with a score of 
8/10 (there are only 5 universities in the 
UK with a higher score). New students 
are being inducted into an aspirational 
environment for learning.

1 Durham 100

2 St Andrews 99.7

3 Cambridge 97.4

4 UCL 95.3

5 Oxford 92.7

6 Birmingham 91.7

7 Exeter 88

8 Warwick 86.6

9 Buckingham 86

10 Reading 84.9

For the full breakdown, see The Guardian 
subject specific rankings at University 
Guide 2017: League table for English and 
Creative Writing
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Buckingham and Conde Nast
The University of Buckingham is set to reveal its passion 
for fashion! From September 2016 the University will be 
validating a BA in Fashion Communication offered by Conde 
Nast College (CNC), based in Soho. Conde Nast is the 
publisher of famous titles such as Vogue, Tatler, Conde 
Nast Traveller, GQ, and Vanity Fair. 

For many years the publishing company has offered a 
one-year diploma in fashion communication – the interface 
between fashion and media – but when they set their 
sights on establishing a two-year degree programme, 
Buckingham was the obvious choice of partner. The 
University of Buckingham is well qualified to support the 
advanced modules in marketing, finance, communication 
and media that the new degree requires. 

Graduates of the degree will be able to enter the fashion industry with a solid 
grounding in how the industry works, knowing how best to communicate its aims. CNC 
has a wholly-owned subsidiary in China and plans are afoot to offer the same degree 
there. In the longer term, CNC hopes to offer an MA in Fashion Media, which would be 
open to graduates of any discipline.

Roger Perkins, Head of Journalism at Buckingham, is the link tutor for the project. 

DESIGN FOR PRINT

Fanfare sounds again
Fanfare goes into its third issue this 
July. It is a wide-ranging magazine, in 
this case containing material as varied 
as an article on the Shakespeare 400th 
anniversary, a feature on Hollywood 
actors, and a history piece on the battle 
of Jutland. It is professionally produced, 
as a collaborative effort, by students 
on the Design for Print and Features 
Journalism modules, learning their craft 
as journalists of the future.
 

From the Kenyan          
Froome

 roads of France
victory on the 

countryside to 

1966 in 
Music

A year those there shouldn’t      
remember, but one which     

everyone else should

FANFARE
PEOPLE IN THE NEWS, CURRENT AFFAIRS AND REVIEWS

July 2016
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Those Buckingham students receiving 
their degrees in English Literature, 
Language, and Journalism at this year’s 
Graduation were delighted to be joined 
in their celebrations by an unexpected 
and distinguished companion – Jeremy 
Paxman. Alongside the graduands in their 
BA robes, Paxman stood out as a more 
colourful candidate, receiving as he was 
an honorary D. Litt. for his achievements 
in broadcasting and journalism. It seemed 
an appropriate pairing: Paxman himself 
read English Literature at university back 
in the 1960s. 

Paxman is perhaps best-known for his 
25-year service on Newsnight, where he 
was the scourge of many a politician. 
He believes passionately that it is the 
duty of a free press to be oppositional 
and to hold power to account within a 
democratic system, and many of the 
students commented on how influential 
his witty and incisive interviews had been 
in developing their own emerging political 
ideas – and their own rhetorical skills. 

Paxman is also the author of ten books. 
The best known of these explore national 
themes: Friends in High Places: Who Runs 
Britain (1991), The English: A Portrait of a 
People (1998), and Empire: What Ruling 
the World Did to the British (2011). The 
last is one of the most balanced popular 
histories of a contested subject, frankly 
addressing the bad – slavery is ‘one of 
the most disgraceful episodes in British 
history’ – together with aspects of the 
good. 

After the award of his D. Litt, Paxman 
spoke to the students about his career 
and what advice he could give to them 
starting out in the world. Here he was 
both touching, humble, and direct. He 
had never, he confessed, had a plan for 
his own life, and was sceptical of too 
much forward thinking. He had done what 
seemed best at the time, what he was 
good at, and what he really wanted to do. 
He advised his listeners to do likewise. 
Never be afraid of moving forwards! 

The dinner at Graduation was a joyous, 
relaxed, and convivial affair, with gowns 
and mortarboards still much in evidence!  

Distinguished journalist honoured
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The University was delighted to welcome back one of 
our distinguished alumni, Dr Nukhbah Langah, who 
returned to visit us and deliver a fascinating talk to the 
department on ‘Poetry as Resistance’. Dr Langah studied 
English at the University of Buckingham in the 1990s, and 
has since gone on to a remarkable career in academe. At 
present she is Chair of the English department at Forman 
Christian College University, Lahore.

Dr Langah spoke to a fascinated audience about 
the interrelation of 
language, culture, and 
cultural identity within the complex language situation 
of contemporary Pakistan. Discussion of language in 
Pakistan often foregrounds Urdu, English, and Punjabi, 
rather than the wide range of other languages spoken 
in the region, such as Saraiki. Dr Langah is a particular 
expert in this dominant language of the Punjab, which 
has seen a resurgence of cultural activity, particularly 
poetry, as an expression of an ethno-linguistic 
awareness. Some participants in the ensuing discussion 
drew comparisons with the role of Welsh within the 
UK context, where, in the 20th century, poets wrote in 
Welsh as part of the way in which they contested what 
they saw as the neo-colonialist dominance of British 
English represented by London. 

There has been much debate as to whether Saraiki 
is a dialect or a language in its own right. The lecture 

explored some of the richness of the poetry written in Saraiki, examining how it marks 
itself out as culturally and ethnically distinct, and the wider implications of this. 
Study of such poetry challenges the limiting constructions of the Pakistan state, and 
opens out the challenge inherent in the full ethnic and linguistic variety that makes up 
contemporary Pakistan.

Poetry as Resistance: Islam and Ethnicity in Postcolonial Pakistan (Routledge India, 2016), 
by Dr Nukhbah Taj Langah, is available from Amazon.

Affirming Saraiki
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Last term the student radio station, 
Bucks 101, was rebranded with a new 
logo to reflect its wider presence and 
audience-reach, both on campus 
as well as on a national (and even 
international!) scale. Audiences are 
now able to listen live through our 
Facebook page as well as on TuneIn, an 
online international radio broadcasting 
system. 

Bucks 101 Radio now has the ability to broadcast 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week, without the need to have someone in the radio studio ( just like in a 
professional studio). As a result, the radio is no longer only for the use of trainee 
journalism students. Anyone from any department can schedule a time to broadcast 
a programme, whether it is music, talk, current affairs, drama, 
comedy, science, or history, live or pre-recorded. Even radio 
revision sessions at the end of term are planned!

Anyone interested in booking a radio slot, student or lecturer, or who 
wants help with their project, should contact the studio manager 
Helen Thain, in the first instance at Helen.Thain@buckingham.ac.uk

BUCKS 101
RADIO

Listen on our Facebook page: 

Bucks 101 Radio

every weekday 
from 12 - 7 pm

JOURNALISM

Drone news

The journalism department has bought 
a drone to enhance its news-gathering 
and film-making capabilities. The Parrot 
BeBop quadcopter shoots high-definition 
video and has a flight time of 22 minutes. 
The BeBop is also equipped with image 
stabilisation technology which allows the 
operator to capture undistorted images in 
mid-flight. All filming will be done under 
Civil Aviation Authority guidelines.

LONDON

Grand dinner 
celebrates milestone
On 2 June, in the august setting of 
Fishmongers’ Hall, near London Bridge, 
the University marked its 40th anniversary 
with a special dinner to honour its founders 
and benefactors. Paul Davis, the generous 
sponsor of postgraduate bursaries in 
English Literature, was one of the guests. 
The distinguished gathering included 
Lord Vinson, Dame Janet Suzman, Lloyd 
Dorfman, and Roger Scruton.
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The department is proud to announce its 
new partnership with the Charles Dickens 
Museum, London. In September 2016 
Professor John Drew and Dr Pete Orford 
will launch the MA by Research in Charles 
Dickens Studies. 

This London-based MA will not only 
make use of Buckingham’s new London 
premises on Gower Street, Bloomsbury, 
but will also allow students access to 
the Museum and its sizeable collection 
of rare and unique materials to help 
with their studies. These include letters, 
manuscripts, first editions, and personal 
belongings, in addition to Dickens 
paraphernalia in the ensuing decades, 
and the personal collections of several 
famous Dickens scholars. 

The Museum is located in Dickens’s 
former home, a four-floor house at 48 
Doughty Street, where he lived as a 
young, recently-married man, while 
writing The Pickwick Papers, Oliver Twist, 
and Nicholas Nickleby. It is also where 
Dickens’s sister-in-law, Mary Hogarth, 
died in his arms at the age of 17, an event 
that had a profound effect on him and 
his writing. In 2012 the Museum was fully 
refurbished to recreate the house as it 
would have been in Dickens’s day, with 
Victorian wallpaper and carpets, not to 
mention authentic items and sounds as 
visitors walk around the museum. 

Throughout the year students will 
also attend a seminar series given by 
influential Dickens experts. These include 
Professor Michael Slater (author of the 

Dickens Museum partnership

best-known Dickens biography), Lucinda 
Hawkesley (Dickens’s direct descendant), 
and actress Miriam Margoyles, as well as  
Research Fellows of the department, Dr 
Tony Williams (President of the Dickens 
Fellowship) and Dr Jeremy Parrot (whose 
recent discovery of an annotated set of 
Dickens’s All The Year Round received 
international coverage in the news).

Dr Orford says: ‘Discussion of Dickens 
and his works has an ever-increasing 
presence in Victorian studies, so to be 
spearheading this focused MA is an 
exciting venture in which I hope to see 
a new generation of Dickens scholars 
emerge. Professor Drew and I look 
forward to sharing the expertise of 
the department with the Museum to 
ensure the provision of a high-quality 
programme.’

For further details about the MA, see: 
www.buckingham.ac.uk/humanities/ma/
dickensstudies
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Hollie Knowles, Communication Media and 
Journalism (2015)
‘I am an assistant producer at an events company called 
Monday’s Child London. We organise parties, product 
launches, art exhibitions, and corporate functions.  The 
busy day-to-day tempo of the job means the creativity that 
was nurtured at Buckingham and the organisational skills, 
good time management, and the ability to multi-task that I 
developed there are always in demand.’

Elliott Beverley, Journalism with English 
Literature (2015)
‘I have been working at First For Wellbeing, one of 
the country’s newest and largest community interest 
companies, producing content to support its website. 
My work has included researching into various areas, 
ranging from healthy eating and exercise tips to local 
sporting events and quit-smoking services.’

Gradwatch
Last year Buckingham became the top ranked university for graduate employability 
(98.1%) as calculated by the Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). Our graduates 
do exceptionally well in getting into employment, further training, and higher degrees. 
Here are a couple of stories from the English Department.
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Art that opens the heart

In the first term of my undergraduate degree, 
my father leant me a book, with dog-eared 
corners and an old-fashioned cover: Oranges 
Are Not the Only Fruit. It was the start of 
what I am certain will be a life-long love 
affair with Jeanette Winterson’s novels.

Adopted by Pentecostal Evangelist 
parents, Winterson had a difficult childhood. 

by Florence Towler

Forbidden from reading anything except the Bible at home, she ferreted away books, 
hiding them under her mattress and sneaking off to the library. When, at sixteen, she 
was caught in bed with another woman, her homophobic mother forced her out of 
her home. In her novels she confronts complex themes with extraordinary sensitivity, 
effortlessly absorbing the reader in her poetic prose. 

In her manifesto, Art Objects, Winterson writes that ‘art demands from us significant 
effort’, and if we are willing to offer this, she believes that the reward is being shown 
how to ‘accept in ourselves, with pleasure, the subtle and various emotions that are the 
infinity of a human being. More, not less, is the capacity of the heart. More not less is 
the capacity of art.’

An MA requires you to be motivated and committed, and as the year progressed I 
became increasingly relieved that I had chosen such a complex artist to study. It is 
her valuing of emotion that kept her writing alive for me. In Written on the Body, the 
unnamed narrator loses the love of her life, and commences a period of absolute and 
all-consuming mourning. It reduced me to tears. My mother died around the time I 
discovered Winterson, and in this novel I found not only an intimate expression of my 
grief, but an active endorsement of allowing those feelings to take their natural course. 
My intensive study of her work has only enhanced my sense of her unwavering devotion 
to the ‘subtle and various emotions that are the infinity of a human being’. 

Florence Towler was awarded a Merit for her MA in English Literature. Her thesis was titled 
‘Art that Opens the Heart: Lineage, Form, and Vision in the Works of Jeanette Winterson’. 
Other subjects being researched by our postgraduates include the political context of the 
Brontë siblings’ juvenilia, the literary criticism of J. H. Prynne,  and the staging history of 
the witches in Macbeth. 

Jeanette Winterson
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Soka link thrives
The department continues to be proud 
of its partnership with Soka University, 
Toyko, which allows both Universities 
to provide students with the richest 
possible experience in the study of the 
English language. This takes the form of 
a special ‘double-degree’ programme set 
up between the Universities, on which 
students from Japan study both at their 
own institution and for an extended 
period in Buckingham. Staff are looking 
forward to welcoming the next (4th) 
cohort of students. 

The students, however, are not complete 
strangers to the English department, for 
they have been carefully prepared for their 
move. Under new arrangements, prior 
to their travel to England, they have two 
important strands of learning. 

Soka University itself, led by Professor 
Hideo Ozaki, provides input to ready 
the students for teaching at an English 
university, an induction in teaching 
methods and cultural norms that will 
allow them to enter quickly and fully into 

the life of the University. At the same 
time Buckingham staff have delivered 
distance learning, via skype seminars 
and lectures uploaded to the web, to 
help them prepare for the courses they 
will take here. The main areas covered 
by distance learning have been forensic 
linguistics, intercultural communication, 
and stylistics.  

Once at Buckingham, the students 
study a wide range of modules on 
their English Studies degree, giving the 
richest possible insight into English as a 
language, its diversity and variety, its use 
in different fields, and also theoretical and 
practical models of language teaching 
and acquisition. The modules include, for 
example, applied linguistics, translation 
skills and methods, English in society and 
institutions, and syllabus and materials 
design. They also have the option of taking 
modules in literature and film studies.

Gerry Loftus, Head of Department

Soka University Founders Hall



Scholarships and bursaries
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High Achiever Scholarships
An automatic scholarship, worth £2,500 per annum, is available to undergraduate 
Home (UK/EU) students achieving ABB or above in their A Levels.

Five Counties Scholarships
Undergraduates living in Buckinghamshire (including Milton Keynes), Bedfordshire, 
Northamptonshire, Oxfordshire, and Hertfordshire are eligible to receive £2,500 per 
annum towards their tuition fees. 

Buckingham bursaries
Students in receipt of a maintenance loan of £5,000 or more per annum will receive 
an automatic bursary of £1,100 per annum.

English Admissions enquiries
Nancy Zulu
T: +44 (0)1280 820156
E: english-admissions@buckingham.ac.uk

General Admissions enquiries
T: +44 (0)1280 820313
E: admissions@buckingham.ac.uk

The University of Buckingham, Yeomanry House, Hunter Street, Buckingham, MK18 1EG

Go to: www.buckingham.ac.uk/
admissions/open-days/

Book a tour by contacting Nancy 
via the details above

Book a tour of the campusCome to an Open Day

facebook.com/UniBuckingham @UniOfBuckingham
@BuckEngLit


