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On behalf of our vibrant department of MFL 
- greetings! It’s a privilege for me to preface 
this Newsletter with a few words about the 
importance of studying foreign languages, 
particularly in a UK setting. Language 
learning, however vocational and useful, is 
also about identity forming, about cultural 
understanding, about how we view ourselves 
and co-exist with our neighbours. 

One of the things that impresses me about 
our own MFL department at Buckingham is 
how dedicated the teaching is, in the higher 
stages, to building up sophisticated cultural 
and political understanding of what’s going 
on across the Channel and the Bay of Biscay, 
in contemporary France and Spain. At the 
present time, this is a very valuable approach 
- and a distinctive alternative to the more 
traditional study of the literary canon which 
one encounters elsewhere. The plays of the 
ancient regime in 18th-century France are no 
doubt eloquent of their era’s preoccupations 

- but so too are the newspapers of the 
present regime, and they speak a language 
that is relevant and full of imaginative vitality. 
Indeed, the crossover between language 
study and contemporary journalism is one 
that is celebrated on page 8, when our acting 
Head of Department updates us about the 
French and Spanish news bulletins scripted in 
the target languages, and filmed, edited and 
produced by teams working across both MFL 
and journalism. Nice work!

But, as this Newsletter goes on to show, 
there’s a lot more going on across the 
Department - assisted, I am sure, by the fact 
that our own students are so linguistically 
diverse: a score of mother tongues are 
spoken, while English, Spanish and French 
as secondary languages echo around the 
corridors of the Chandos Road Building, as 
the term progresses. As I write, oral exams 
are in progress, and our students show off 
their skills. Hopefully though, this will be a 
lifelong acquisition - helped by the range of 
extra-curricular activities and the genuine 
interest of the staff here, evidenced in the 
columns that follow. Disfruta!

John Drew, Dean of Humanities
You can watch an interview with 
Professor John Drew  on the University of 
Buckingham YouTube channel: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=HukclTDwl2o 

Introduction from the Dean of 
Humanities 

Modern Foreign Languages 
at Buckingham 
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MFL Highlights

MFL Term Prizes
Prizes have been awarded to the following students for commitment to and achievement in 
foreign languages: 
• Winter term: Rosanna Single (French 6) and Filip Norén (Spanish 6) 
• Summer term: Vanessa Gilardoni (French 5) and Matthew Walker-Roberts (Spanish 5)

11 March and 6 May 2016: Launch of Buckingham News in Spanish and French 
Informative bulletin covering news from Spain, South America and France in the target 
language. 
• www.youtube.com/watch?v=rXdV-BU_Cqg
• www.youtube.com/watch?v=1bRtOlvyQ64

19 April 2016: Cheese and Wine - a tasting event 
Presentation of the most well-known cheese and wine in France and in Spain (see page 9).

7 June 2016: Literary talk at Instituto Cervantes in London 
‘…And Shakespeare read Don Quixote’: Cervantes and Shakespeare were contemporaries 
and died almost the same day. It seems that Shakespeare knew Cervante’s works and he 
took Don Quixote’s character, Cardenio, to one of his last plays, unfortunately lost. In …And 
Shakespeare Read Don Quixote, José Enrique Gil Delgado combines investigative rigor and 
creative freedom to narrate a hypothetical meeting between the two geniuses.

June 2016: New French courses at the Institut français in London 
Mix learning French with leisure in 10-hour cultural workshops (gastronomy, literature, 
arts, cinema, etc.).

18 June 2016: Celebration of the Day of the Spanish Language at Instituto Cervantes in London 
El Día E. La fiesta de todos los que hablamos español: More than 500 million people speak 
Spanish. On Saturday 18 June all the Cervantes Institutes throughout the world opened 
their doors with a programme of cultural activities for all audiences. 



The University of Buckingham MFL Newsletter | Autumn 2016

In the MFL department we offer different 
ways to study a language. We are very 
proud of being able to offer individual 
attention to our students, since all groups 
tend to be small.  The international flavour 
of our classes provides a stimulating 
atmosphere particularly conducive to the 
nurturing of intercultural awareness.

Different ways of taking an MFL module:

1. Minor programmes in French/Spanish 
(students must take at least 90 credits in the 
language and complete Stage 6 or above) 
• Students with previous knowledge of 

French/Spanish at GCSE or equivalent 
can join a Minor programme in French 
or Spanish in Stage 3. Students with an 
A-level, or equivalent, in French/Spanish, 
will join the language minor in Stage 5 of 
the language.

Boost your knowledge and potential 
by studying a language at Buckingham

• Students with no previous knowledge 
of French/Spanish can attend a fast 
track programme from September to 
December combined with a major over 9 
terms (September entry only). 

2. Free Choice options
All stages of French and Spanish (Stages 
1-8) can be taken as a Free Choice option 
as part of your degree programme over two 
terms.

3. Volunteers
Volunteers are welcome to join our modules 
at any time but they do not bear credits 
towards their degree. However, a certificate 
is given upon successful completion of the 
module.

MFL Department

Chandos Road Building, home to MFL
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Student testimonials 

Taking my Spanish from shaky to fully fluent was one of 
my goals when choosing to come to Buckingham, and I am 
happy to say that I have made good progress. 

I enjoyed Stage 7 the most thanks to the opportunities 
to learn more about current events in Latin America in 
general, but also several states in particular. 

Hopefully I will get to use my Spanish and build on this 
foundation on-site upon graduation.
Filip Noren, International Studies with Spanish

At Buckingham, I was able to do a minor in Spanish despite 
little prior knowledge of the language. I started from scratch 
in September 2014 and have now made it to Stage 5. The 
process throughout has been great, despite the speed 
we’ve moved at and the amount we have learned it has 
never felt overwhelming or too scary. I particularly enjoy 
the opportunity to discuss current news related to the 
Spanish-speaking world, and this has definitely expanded 
my vocabulary. It also allows you to read some real Spanish 
about something you are interested in, which is a lot more 
enjoyable than having to read about something you aren’t as 

interested in. I am also currently taking French as my free choice module, as I studied it 
at A-level and wanted to make sure that my skills were still up to scratch. This module is 
also based in current affairs, so encourages reading news in French.

Martha Naish, International Studies with Spanish

I chose to study French alongside History of Art because 
it gave me an extensive and stimulating understanding 
of the French culture and language, which is a valuable 
asset for when I leave University.  

The Department of Modern Foreign Languages offers a 
range of interesting topics which provide students with 
not only a high level of linguistic competence, but also 
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When I started university, I wanted to learn a new 
language because I was sure the more you know, the 
better!  I knew Spanish would have been a great choice 
for me and for my future although I had never studied it 
before. That’s why, during my first term, I attended the 
fast track in Spanish which allowed me to take the Spanish 
3 module the following term without any difficulties. The 
fast track is a great opportunity for students who want to 
learn a language but have never had the chance to study 
it before. It is effective but not stressful at all. Now I am 
attending the Spanish 5 module and I have no problems, 

even though I am with people who have studied the language for years and years. 
Federica Battiato, Journalism with Spanish

Studying French has offered me a great opportunity - along 
with learning a language, I have been able to discover 
the history, the geography, the economy, the system of 
education and everyday life of France. It is also a great 
opportunity to discover the richness of the French culture. 

I was nervous at the beginning but as the curriculum 
developed, my nerves were replaced by a passion for this 
subject. Interactive and supportive lectures enabled me to 
stay motivated and the diversity of termly topics made the 
course even more attractive. The lecturers’ effort in planning 
lectures, the detailed feedback, active participation in classes and independent 
work outside the class allowed me to learn and improve the quality of my listening, 
reading and writing in French. I’m looking forward to discovering the relationship 
between those people colonised by the French and their transition to the French 
language. 
Ramona Rusu, Psychology with French

with a thorough knowledge of the culture within which the language is used. The 
Department is comparatively small, allowing greater contact time and guidance 
from my lecturers. In this close-knit and nurturing environment my language skills 
have improved enormously. I am taught by some really inspiring people and their 
dedication and enthusiasm for the subject is catching! 

 Vanessa Gilardoni, History of Art with French
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The importance of studying a foreign 
language 

According to Professor Francisco Fernández 
Moreno, you are able to open a current 
account or say ‘I love you’ in such a 
cosmopolitan city as New York without 
having any knowledge of English. Nowadays, 
in the era of millennials, multilingualism 
has become more ‘essential’ than just 
‘important’. Apart from a financial or 
employability perspective, knowing a foreign 
language will help to make a real connection 
with people as well as getting a better 
understanding of the country’s culture. 

Our millennials are known to be the 
most well educated generation in decades 
as they are the ones who are enjoying the 
privilege of receiving an education without 
‘frontiers’. However, in Great Britain, as 
stated by the Council for Industry and 
Higher Education, 50% of employers are 
not satisfied with university leavers’ foreign-

language skills, forcing them in a third of 
cases to look overseas to recruit graduates 
who can offer such skills. Crone Corkill, 
a very experienced recruiter, quotes: ‘We 
tend to receive the same kind of CVs, those 
having all the same degree and more or less 
the same experience; if you have a language 
to offer, that is definitely a plus and this is 
what makes you stand out from the other 
candidates’.

So from now on, your next crucial 
decision is to choose the language 
you would like to learn to expand your 
horizons and open up your employment 
opportunities. Remember: the more 
languages you know, the better you will be 
able to communicate. 

Cristina Rodríguez Oitaven
Lecturer in Spanish

A few words from the outgoing President 
of the Language Society, Alex Goyeneche
‘The Society has open doors to all students enrolled in the 
University, not only those studying languages. Buckingham’s 
biggest asset is having a variety of people from all over the world 
and from different cultures in one small town. 

We organise parties, trips to the annual Language Career Fair in London, taster 
classes in different languages, foreign film screenings and public lectures. We are 
looking forward to expanding our horizons with all the new members and the new 
executives of the Society. As the outgoing President, it has been an honour to share 
this legacy with such a fantastic committee. 

If you’re a student interested in discovering different languages and cultures, 
please join us!’
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Buckingham Whispers

Mi experiencia en Buckingham ha sido 
huracán. Esta Universidad me ha dado la 
oportunidad de conocer gente de las zonas 
más  remotas del mundo y de países que 
nunca  había escuchado antes. He podido 
aprender valiosas lecciones aquí así como 
y  crecer como persona. Es un entorno que 
te hace ver la realidad de la vida, tal y como 
es pero en una versión light. 

En cuanto a mi experiencia, la considero 
positiva, ya  que ninguna institución  es 
perfecta pero hay que saber aprovechar 
lo bueno que ofrece cada situación y 
disfrutarlo.  Te preguntarás: ¿te recomiendo 
venir a esta Universidad? Por supuesto, 
250£ para ambos si eres recomendado por 
un amigo. Ven a vivir la única e inigualable 
experiencia de tu vida.

Alex Goyeneche 
Law with Spanish

Je suis arrivé à l’université de Buckingham 
en septembre 2014, afin de faire une 
licence en Business et Management après 
avoir passé mes A-levels ainsi que mon 
Baccalauréat Economique et Social. 

Dans les deux cas, j’ai eu à passer des 
examens en espagnol, une langue qui 
m’a toujours beaucoup intéressé, à la 
fois culturellement, mais aussi et surtout 
pour son importance dans ce monde où 
parler plusieurs langues est un avantage 
non négligeable. L’Amérique latine est 
aussi un continent en plein essor, avec de 
nombreuses opportunités commerciales, 
c’est pour cela que j’ai décidé d’étudier 
l’espagnol en Minor à l’université de 
Buckingham. 

Cette université a un avantage incroyable 
comparée aux autres : le ratio étudiants-
professeurs, nous sommes par exemple 
en ce moment trois en classe, ce qui nous 
permet de pouvoir nous exprimer sans 
problème et apprendre à une vitesse élevée. 
Les professeurs sont très sympathiques, 
compréhensifs, mais ont aussi de très 
bonnes méthodes d’enseignement.

Ambroise Julien-Laferrière 
Business and Management with Spanish
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An interview with 
Dr Karine Deslandes
Dr Karine Deslandes is Senior Lecturer in French Studies and Acting Head of Modern 
Foreign Languages.

You have been acting Head of 
Department since January. What are 
your aims for the department?
Since January, the department of Modern 
Foreign Languages has been extremely 
active. We organised a very popular and 
well attended cheese and wine tasting 
event (see the article page 9). We also 
launched the Buckingham News in Spanish 
and in French, a news bulletin about 
Spanish and French speaking countries 
in the world, recorded by our language 
students in the Journalism studio. This 
newsletter is also a new development 
that allows us to share with our academic 
community what we do in MFL.

We also organised a one-week 
immersion course in France and Spain with 

classes in the mornings and excursions/
cultural activities in the afternoons for our 
students who are interested in developing 
their language skills. 

Last but not least, we have been 
working for some time now on developing 
a major programme in languages at 
Buckingham and we are hoping that this 
project will soon come into existence. 

What is your research about?
I am working on the representation 
of the Northern-Irish troubles in the 
French press, considering the reactions, 
positions and opinions that French 
journalists developed in their reporting of 
major events of the conflict between 1968 
and 1998. The French coverage of the 
conflict in Northern Ireland was hugely 
affected by French political and historical 
perceptions (in particular the Left/Right 
divide that is very important in France and 
the memory of the Algerian War which 
was very traumatic for France). 

Where is your interest in the Northern-
Irish conflict stemming from?
I lived in Northern Ireland for eight years 
before coming to Buckingham, and 
when talking to my family and friends 
back in France, I noticed that they were 
describing the conflict there either as ‘a 
civil war’ or ‘a colonial conflict’ or even 
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Cheese and Wine - a tasting event 

The Department of Modern Foreign 
Languages celebrated our first cheese and 
wine tasting event in April 2016. This event 
was open to all students at the University of 
Buckingham and was very well attended. 

Students were introduced to the secrets 
of one of the best gastronomical pairings 
one can taste: cheese and wine. French and 
Spanish cheeses and wines were served, 
representing different types and regions. 
There were a few pleasant surprises as 
guests discovered new flavours, especially 
from the Spanish cheeses, which are not 
easily found in the UK. All present had the 

chance to choose their favourite pairing 
and enter their opinion for a competition. 
The winning pairing was selected by Mary 
Ololade Kolawole: Bordeaux with Saint Agur 
cheese. Well done, Mary! We hope you 
enjoyed your bottle of cava.

Students were able to mix and socialise 
whilst commenting on and discussing the 
wine and cheese they were tasting. The 
cultural information and maps displayed 
around the room, in the form of posters 
and books, proved to be very useful when 
it came to the competition for the cheese 
and wine quiz. Congratulations to the quiz 
winner, Jennifer Binnington-Savage, who 
won a bottle of wine.

It was fantastic to see students from the 
department as well as a lot of new faces, 
some of whom have already enrolled in MFL 
modules for the coming semester. We are 
all looking forward to our next cheese and 
wine tasting next year. We hope to see you 
all then!

Carmen Rivera-Galicia
Senior Lecturer in Spanish

a ‘medieval war of religion’, whereas the 
conflict is above all political. So I wanted 
to understand how the French came to 
adopt such visions of this conflict.

Intrepid and active researchers never 
stop, so what is your most immediate 
project?
I am working on the publication of 
the volume Civil War and Narrative: 

Testimony, Historiography, Memory 
(Palgrave Macmillan, 2017), which is a 
collection of essays that stem from a 
conference that I co-organised in May 
2015 at the Institute of Modern Languages 
Research (University of London, School of 
Advanced Study). 

Cristina Rodríguez Oitavén
Lecturer in Spanish



The University of Buckingham MFL Newsletter | Autumn 2016

Check your knowledge of Spanish

1. A dance typical from Spain.
2. A place where ill people get treated.
3. An object used to calculate.
4. A salted and cured leg of pig 

considered as a delicacy.
5. Where people love swimming in the 

summer time.

6. The place where you can take a bus or 
train from.

7. An object used to call or talk to people.
8. The country where you can have lots of 

tapas and sangría.
9. The number before ten.
10. An alcoholic drink made of grapes.

1

2

3

4
5

7

6

98

10
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Check your knowledge of French

7. An alcoholic drink made of grapes.
8. A place where you can take a bus or 

train from.
9. A personal computer.
10. The day after Samedi in which people 

go to mass. 

1. A food made with milk usually eaten 
with bread or crackers.

2. The day after Mardi.
3. An object used to calculate.
4. A salted and cured leg of pig 

considered as a delicacy. 
5. The place where ill people get treated.
6. The period of the year from December 

to March.

1
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Modern Foreign Language Admissions
Tel: +44 (0)1280 828204
Email: mfl@buckingham.ac.uk

University Admissions
Tel: +44 (0)1280 820313
Email: admissions@buckingham.ac.uk

International Office
Tel: +44 (0)1280 820155
Email: international-office@buckingham.ac.uk

Scholarships and bursaries

High Achiever Scholarships
An automatic scholarship, worth £2,000 per annum, is available to undergraduate Home 
(UK/EU) students achieving AAB or above in their A-levels.

Five Counties Award
Undergraduates living in Buckinghamshire (including Milton Keynes), Bedfordshire, 
Northamptonshire, Oxfordshire, or Hertfordshire can receive up to £2,000 per annum 
towards their tuition fees.

Buckingham bursaries
Students in receipt of a maintenance loan of £5,000 or more per annum will receive 
an automatic bursary of £1,100 per annum.

Go to: www.buckingham.ac.uk/
opendays

Book a tour by contacting us 
via the details above

Book a tour of the campusCome to an Open Day

The University of Buckingham, Yeomanry House, Hunter Street, Buckingham, MK18 1EG

facebook.com/UniBuckingham @UniOfBuckingham


