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Announcements
Dear all, 

Welcome to the June Newsletter and, I very much hope, welcome to the 40th anniversary 
weekend on 16/17 July here at Buckingham!  We are so happy to see that many of you, from 
far and wide, are making arrangements to meet up on campus and join in the celebrations.  
You will see all the details of the weekend in this issue, but if you have any queries at all 
please don’t hesitate to get in touch.  Either contact Bev Kelly (bev.kelly@buckingham.
ac.uk) who is arranging this most superb event, or any one of us on alumni@buckingham.
ac.uk.

The next event will be drinks at Speaker’s House on the 8th September, between 6-8pm.  
If you have missed the opportunity to visit this outstanding venue in the past, please do 
sign up to come on this occasion.  We are very fortunate that The Rt Hon John Bercow is 
our constituency MP and has given us access to use the State Rooms in Speaker’s House 
for this event.  One word of caution – if you can come along, please leave 30 minutes to 
get in through Portcullis House, as the security is quite strict.  Well worth it!  Please contact 
Helen on helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk if you would like to come along.  This event is 
ticketed, but free and will be first come, first served.

On the 4th November we are arranging a very special party at the Dorchester Hotel in 
London.  Not a venue we would normally frequent, but then this is our 40th anniversary 
and we wanted something wonderful and different!  We do hope you may be able to attend 
the most glittering event of the year.  Please contact helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk if 
you have any questions at all.

We are of course up against stiff competition.  The Nigerian alumni are hosting their own 
40th anniversary dinner/dance in Lagos on the 18th November, and our Malaysian alumni 
last week hosted Sir Anthony at a dinner in Kuala Lumpur.  He also met with groups in 
Thailand, Singapore and Sri Lanka, with further trips booked throughout the rest of the 
year.  Please do have a look at his schedule below, in case you are free to meet him but 
unable to get to the UK for the events here.

With very best wishes, and do have a good weekend,
Anne

The Mad Hatter's Tea Party
July 16 2016, 2 - 4pm

Croquet ~ Magic ~ Talks ~ Mad Hat Competition

Willow Bank
The University of Buckingham
40th Anniversary Celebrations

RSVP to hazel.mackenzie@buckingham.ac.uk

Postgraduate Funding

The University of Buckingham is part of a new initiative enabling UK and 
some EU graduates to study for a Postgraduate Master’s course in 2016, 
2017 and beyond. Up to £10,000 is available for course fees and living/
study costs for Full and Part Time Master's programmes.
 
Applications for Buckingham Master’s programmes are available now for 
September or January intake. Students will be able to apply for the loans 
from summer 2016.  
 
Find out more about PG loans, including terms and conditions: link to: 
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/admissions/external/grants/uk#pgloan

Find out more about Buckingham's Master’s and Postgraduate 
Programmes: link to: http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/find-a-
course/?area=Any&level=P
 
Places on Buckingham's undergraduate degree programmes are also still 
available for your family members, friends and contacts for September and 
January intake via Direct or UCAS applications. http://www.buckingham.
ac.uk/

Distinguished Alumnus Award

The University introduced an annual Distinguished Alumnus Award in 2013. 
The award will go to a University of Buckingham alumnus who, in the opinion of 
the judges, has made an outstanding contribution to society. Please nominate 

someone who you feel deserves this title at:

 http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumni-and-giving/distinguished-alumnus-
awards

  The deadline is 6th October with the award to be presented on 4th November 
at the Dorchester.
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40th Anniversary Events

16th - 17th July Weekend

On 16th and 17th July we will be holding a weekend full of 40th Anniversary celebrations at the University's Hunter 
Street campus. The weekend is open to everyone, and there will be a large variety of activities taking place, suitable for 
all the family. If you are planning to attend the weekend, and need somewhere to stay, a number of rooms have been 
reserved at The Best Western Hotel in Buckingham, with double rooms priced at £114 per night (including breakfast). If 
you are interested in one of these rooms, please contact the Hotel on: 01280 822622 and let them know that you are a 
Buckingham Alumnus. Try not to leave it too late, the offer ends on 24th June. 

Please see below for a list of activities that will be taking place, and if you would like to find out more, please e-mail Bev at 
40thanniversary@buckingham.ac.uk

All weekend:
- Shakespeare at 400. Two performances of an abridged 'A Midsummer Night's Dream' outdoors by candlelight. Friday 
15th July at 7.30pm and Saturday 16th July at 7.30pm. Tickets will be available shortly.
- A large variety of different food and drink will be available.
- On Saturday 16th there will be the chance to try a number of fun and exciting sports for both adults and children and 
meet the current University of Buckingham sports teams.
- The weekend will boast a British Village Fete atmosphere, with different stalls, activities, bake sales, music and games.
- Children's activities include a Chair-O-Plane, Bouncy Castle, Candy Floss and Popcorn all in the beautiful setting of the 
Hunter Street Campus.
- Displays of architectural drawings and our 10 year vision for the University will be on display.
- Pop-up Bar, 'The Garden Courtyard', at Ford Meadow.

Saturday
- History Walks around campus, led by the Friends of the University.
- Law School Re-enactment of the 1664 Hale Trials at The Old Gaol.
- Medical School Open Day (with Medical Dectector Dogs) at Chandos Road.
- Alumni Coffee Morning.
- Mad Hatters Tea Party, hosted by the English Department.
- BBE Business Enterprise Celebration and Competition.
- The Winslow Concert Band, playing all our favourites.

Sunday
- The annual University Duck Race.
- The Chancellors Cup Competition.
- Alumni Coffee Morning.
- Lunchtime BBQ at The Tanlaw Mill.
- Steel Pan Caribbean Music.
- Sports Competition and Business Enterprise Prize Giving.
- 40th Anniversary Cake Cutting.

The dinner and dance, to be held in the Ballroom at the Dorchester Hotel, will be a fabulous event to celebrate the 40th 
anniversary since the first intake of students at Buckingham. 

The timetable is:
19:00 – 20:00 Drinks Reception
20:00 Dinner
21:30 Entertainment from The MIX and dancing
Dress code: Black Tie

We are expecting guests from far and wide. The Chancellor, Lady Keswick will be attending, as well as lots of alumni and 
University staff – old and new!

The Vice-Chancellor, Sir Anthony Seldon will be speaking, along with The Rt Hon John Bercow MP (The Speaker, The House 
of Commons) and Chris Hollis (PEL 1979, Director of Financial Communications LVMH). 

The cost of tickets is £150 each, and this includes reception drinks, a three course dinner and a luxury raffle. Please follow 
the link above to purchase, if you have difficulty booking using Internet Explorer, please try with a different browser.

If you wish to get a group of former classmates together to ‘buy a table’, you can then be sure of sitting with friends.  A table 
of 10 tickets costs £1,500.  You will only need to give the name of the person making the booking now, but we’ll ask for the 
other names later so that we know who’s coming.

If you are buying tickets separately but coming as a group, please let helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk or anne.matsuoka@
buckingham.ac.uk have the names of guests you wish to sit with – maximum 10 to a table.

We are all very much looking forward to this event, the ballroom is gorgeous and the food is very tasty! Please don’t wait too 
long to sign up.

The Dorchester Dinner and Dance
4th November 2016

Tickets - £150 each
Available to purchase here: 

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/40th-anniversary-dinner-and-
dance/
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Alumni News

We would like to send our 
congratulations to Joanne 

Chung (Law, 2009) who 
married Xiaohan Fang on 21st 

May 2016. 

We wish them both all the best 
for the future.

Alex Jovy (English and European 
Law with French or German, 1995) 

and James Bedford (French/German 
and European Politics, 1994), have 

started up their own video production 
company. The company is called 

Filmekaniks and they specialise in creating 
moving image films for Online, TV and 

Events. 

Please see their website for more 
information, the site looks great and they 
have some very interesting examples of 

their work.

http://www.filmekaniks.com/

It was great to open a national 
magazine and see one of our 

alumni, William Banks-Blaney 
(History of Art and Heritage 

Management, 2000).

William was featured in 'You' 
Magazine for his work in the world of 

vintage fashion.

Please see his website for more 
information: www.williamvintage.

com 

Wynn Wheldon (MA Biography, 
2009) has written a book about his 
father. The book is titled ‘Kicking 
the Bar’, and is a biography of his 

father, Huw Wheldon. 

The above photograph was taken on 
10th May 2016 at the launch of the 

book. It shows Wynn shaking hands 
with Sir David Attenborough, (who 

wrote the introduction to Wynn's book). 

Congratulations on the launch of your 
book Wynn, wishing you all the best.

We still have two bags of photographs that have not been collected from The Swan Ball earlier this year. 

If you forgot to collect your photogrpahs on the night of the ball, please contact us at alumni@
buckingham.ac.uk

Alumni Drinks Reception
Thursday 8 September

6 - 8pm, must arrive by 5,30pm

We are hosting an Alumni Drinks Reception at Speakers House, The 
House of Commons, in London on Thursday 8 September 2016. 

If you would like to come to the event, please e-mail Helen -                
helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk as you will need an invitation from 

the University to attend. 

This is a free event with limited places and we do ask that if you are 
unable to attend at the last minute, please let us know so we can 

offer the place to someone else.

Melchior Vidot (Law, 1989), 
has been appointed as a 

Judge of the Supreme Court 
in the Seychelles. 

We send our congratulations to 
Melchior for this achievement, 
and wish him the very best for 

the future.

Chris FIsh (PGCE, 2010) is a 
teacher of music, but also runs a 

Barbershop Quartet. 

The Quartet has just released a 
light-hearted song about the EU 

Referendum, so Chris felt it was a 
good time to share their talents with 

us! 

Please see the link to their website 
below:

http://www.barbershopogram.
co.uk/

Below are a couple of photographs from Sir Anthony's recent trip to Malaysia. Sir Anthony has been travelling 
around the world and meeting with Buckingham alumni to celebrate the University's 40th Anniversary. He visited 

Malaysia in May 2016.
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Photo Flashback
This photo was scanned in from one of our yearbooks.

Do let us know if you are in this photograph, and what year you think it was taken.
Please e-mail any answers you have to Lucy, at lucy.cato@buckingham.ac.uk

If you have any old photographs that you would like to share in the newsletter, please let Lucy know on the e-mail 
address above.

Last Month...

If you recognise anybody from last month's 
photograph, please let Lucy know, we would 

love to put names to faces!

Alumni Events 2016
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For your diaries, here is a list of the events taking place during next year both in the UK and abroad. Please e-mail 
Helen at helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk for general information.

July

Tuesday 12th - 'Personalised Medicine in the 21st Century: implications of Digital Technology for Medical 
Practice' public lecture by Professor Andrew Krentz. Chandos Road Building, 6.30pm.

Friday 15th, evening - Performance of William Shakespeare's 'A Midsummer Night's Dream'

 Saturday 16th - Sunday 17th - A weekend of 40th Anniversary celebrations on the University campus. Please 
see page 3 of this newsletter for more information.

August

Thursday 4th - 'Green and Pleasant Lands: Traditional Songs from the British Isles' a public concert by Cantlos. 
The Radcliffe Centre, 6.30pm, Tickets £5.

September

6th September - 'True to Type: Fonts I Have Known, Fonts I Have Loved' a public lecture by Anthony Cohen. 
Buckingham (venue to be confirmed), 6.30pm.

Thursday 8th - Alumni Drinks event at Speaker's House, The House of Commons, in London. Please e-mail 
Helen for more information helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk

November

Friday 4th - A dinner and dance event is to be held at The Dorchester Hotel in London. Please see page 4 of this 
newsletter for more information.

Friday 18th - A 40th Anniversary Dinner and Dance event will be held in Lagos, Nigeria. More details will follow 
at a later date.
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40th Anniversary World Tour

One of our alumni, Ronel Lehmann (Business Studies, 1986), has started up his own company, 
'Finito'. 

Finito offers courses to first-time job hunters, to help them with the transition from education to 
employment, and give them the necessary skills to gain a fulfilling career in business.

They offer a wide range of courses, including presentation training, assertiveness and social 
media, digital skills, and the basics of employment law and credibility overseas.

It's not just the courses that are put in place to help Finito's students, all Finito alumni have 
access to a 24-7 advice hot line to assist with any job-hunting queries.

If you are interested in finding out more about the work that Finito does, please see the website 
below.

http://www.finito.org.uk/
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Our telephone numbers are listed below, and for email queries, please e-mail alumni@buckingham.ac.uk and 
we will get back to you as soon as possible.

Contact Us

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338

Pam Lindsay
Data Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133

Lucy Cato
Alumni/Graduation Publications 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827507

Helen Watts
Alumni/Graduation Events 

Coordinator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

Below are dates for Sir Anthony’s tour this year. These dates may change, so please keep up to 
date on the link below.

Please e-mail 40thanniversary@buckingham.ac.uk to book on to these visits, and to find out 
more, please see:

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumni-giving/40-anniversary 

Dallas, USA
Washington D.C., USA

New York, USA
Vancouver, Canada

Toronto, Canada
Serajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina

Hanover, Germany
Hamburg, Germany

Mumbai, India
New Delhi, India

Dubai
Nairobi, Kenya
Lagos, Nigeria
Abuja, Nigeria

Hamilton, Bermuda
Nassau, Bahamas

Athens, Greece
Rome, Italy

Madrid, Spain
Los Angeles, USA

San Francisco, USA
Islamabad, Pakistan

Tokyo, Japan

Wednesday 20 July
Thursday 21 July

Friday 22 July
Wednesday 14 September

Thursday 15 September
Sunday 25 September

Tuesday 11 October
Wednesday 12 October

Tuesday 18 October
Wednesday 19 October

Tuesday 25 October
Thursday 17 November

Friday 18 November
Saturday 19 November

Wednesday 30 November
Thursday 1 December

Tuesday 17 January (2017)
Wednesday 18 January

Thursday 19 January
Wednesday 8 February

Thursday 9 February
Wednesday 8 March

Wednesday 28 March

Alumni Careers
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