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40th Anniversary dates

Wishing you all a happy festive season!
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Welcome
Dear all,

Welcome to the final issue of the newsletter for this year.  It has been a 
very busy, but very exciting year, with the arrival of Sir Anthony Seldon, the 
opening of the Medical School and the awarding of University of the Year for 
Teaching Quality (The Sunday Times Good University Guide 2016), The Safest 
Campus in England and Wales (The Complete University Guide 2016), and 
once again first for Student Satisfaction (NSS 2016).

Next year promises to be just as busy, and just as exciting.  2016 will be the 
40th anniversary of the first intake of students, and we are all determined to 
make as much noise as possible about it!  

Sir Anthony will be visiting countries around the world where our alumni are 
based and there will be two big events in England. A weekend at Buckingham 
on 16th/17th July and a dinner/dance at the Dorchester Hotel in Mayfair 
on 4th November.  Please do note these dates in your diary and we will be 
sending out details about each event throughout the year.

We look forward to staying in touch with you ever more closely during next 
year – and into the future.

With very best wishes, 
Anne
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On behalf of everyone here at 
the University, we would like to 
send our deepest condolences to 
anyone affected by the terrible 
atrocities that have been happening 

worldwide in recent weeks. 

Our thoughts are with all of you 
during these difficult times.

Happy Christmas and New Year from all of us at The University of Buckingham 
Alumni Office! 

We hope that you all enjoy the festive season, and take some time to relax and celebrate! 

4 Season’s Greetings!

Thank you to all of you who attended our University-wide Open Evening on 
18th November.  We always enjoy an opportunity to show off our beautiful 

campus and meet new faces. 

We can also arrange private guided tours of the University if you are unable 
to make it to an open day. To arrange a tour, please contact the school of your 

choice. Their contact details are available here:

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/admissions

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/admissions
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Season’s Greetings for the Festive Season!
As this is the last issue of the newsletter before the holidays, we would like to wish all of our 
alumni a very happy Christmas and New Year from all of us at the University.

The campus is feeling very quiet as students prepare for the winter exams. For many these will 
be the last exams of their degrees, so pressure is high. Although the current atmosphere is quiet, 
the students are looking forward to returning home for the holidays once exams are over. We are 
excited to welcome some of them back in January, (as well as the new students), rejuvenated from 
their time off, and ready to tackle the winter term head on.

Staff are also looking forward to having some time 
off for the holidays. It will be nice to have a break 
and spend some time with friends and family before 
our busy period begins in the New Year! In the 
Alumni and Graduation Office we have a great deal 
of preparation to do to make sure that Graduation is 
a special and memorable day for each Buckingham 
graduand. When we return from our break in 
January, it will be full steam ahead for us leading up 
to the Graduation ceremonies and the Swan Ball in 
March, as well as celebrations for the University’s 
40th Anniversary.

We are excited to usher in the New Year and are 
looking forward to seeing what new achievements 
it will bring for the University. We wish you all a very 
happy festive season, and all the best for 2016. We 
hope to see you all at some of our events in next 
year (some of which can be seen on page 7 of this 
newsletter).

On Tuesday 10th November we hosted an Alumni Breakfast event in 
London. 

The Alumni Breakfasts are always an early start, kicking off at around 
8am, and finishing at 9-9.30am. We welcome all alumni who wish 
to sign up and join us for these events, although they are usually 

tailored to specific degree programmes. We love to create networking 
opportunities for both our current students and alumni, and the Alumni 

Breakfasts are an ideal occasion to do this, often with staff from the 
relevant subject area attending too. 

November’s breakfast was aimed at Law graduates, with three guest 
speakers from Goldman Sachs Investment Bank, Tuvia Borok, Alima 

Laminu and Irfan Ahmed. As well as a good turn out from alumni, 
we also had a large group of current Law students and several staff 

members attend the event. 

The speakers gave a wonderful account of their careers in finance which 
the students and alumni engaged in thoroughly. 

We will be hosting other breakfast events, as well as evening drinks 
events, in 2016, and will let you know of the arrangements a couple of 

months before the event is due to take place.



University News

Marco Previero (Economics, 
1993), has written a piece for 
The Independent newspaper 

about his daughter Millie, and 
finding out that she had a brain 

tumor. 

Marco documents his daughter’s 
story beautifully in this heartfelt 

article. 

To read the article please see:
http://ind.pn/1PfOVVy

Marco has also written a book, ‘Dear 
Millie: Diary of a Seven-Year-Old With 
Cancer’ documenting Millie’s battle 
with cancer, which can be ordered 

online here:
http://amzn.to/1Y2jLnL
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Alumni News

Hedda Rehnberg (Marketing 
with Media Communication, 
2012), was awarded second 

place in an international film 
competition. 

Hedda won second place in the 
International 60 hour Film Challenge 
Competition for the Colchester Film 
Festival 2015 with a short 5 minute 

film called ‘Who’.

Congratulations on this amazing 
achievement, Hedda, and very best 

wishes for your future career.

You can watch Hedda’s short film 
here:

https://vimeo.com/141355535

In October of this year,  Anne Matsuoka, Head 
of Alumni and Graduation, visited Japan to 

promote the University and meet with some of 
our alumni.  

Anne travelled to Japan on University business, and this 
photograph was taken by  Anne, whilst she enjoyed an 

evening with a group of Japanese alumni. 

The alumni pictured are:

Kazu Tobisawa (LLM, 2009) 
Atsuko Masuda (Business Studies, 1995)

Masatake Matsumoto (Politics with History, 2001)
Masako Endo (Global Affairs, 2012)

Kayoko Asatomi (English Studies, 2015)

... and others who are not in the photograph!

David Jacques, project director of Buckingham’s 
archaeology project at Stonehenge, continues to 

put Buckingham in the headlines with his fascinating 
discoveries at Stonehenge. The news has also been picked 

up by international newspapers, such as The New York 
Times. Please see the link below for more information.

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/10/science/stonehenge-
begins-to-yield-its-secrets.html?_r=1

In November we welcomed Pat Smith back into the Alumni Office. 

Pat started working at the University in 1988, and retired in 2006. She 
returns for a few months each year to help us organise Graduation 

and the Swan Ball.

It is lovely to have her back in the office, and our team feels complete 
again!

Our Vice-Chancellor, Sir Anthony Seldon, visited Abu Dhabi in the United 
Arab Emirates in November. 

On Sunday 15th November, Sir Anthony met with a group of Buckingham alumni for 
dinner in Abu Dhabi. He was also joined by Professor Karol Sikora, Dean of the Medical 

School. Sir Anthony thoroughly enjoyed meeting with them during his time in Abu 
Dhabi,  and more alumni events will be planned during his travels next year.

The alumni that met with Sir Anthony are:

Maraat Ali Khan (Business Studies, 1993), Suzanne Al-Jabari (Law, 2000), Eman 
Gholami (Business Studies, 2005), Minelle Gholami (MBA, 2005), Yaseen Gokal 

(Accounting and Financial Management, 1983), Omar Jishi (Law, 2015), Isabel Keen 
(Economics, 1990), Neela Robberstad (European Studies, 1991), and Mohammad 

Sikandarkhel (Law, 2000).

Author Chris Campanioni
(English Literature, 2006), has 

had a book nominated for a 
prize...

His book, ‘Tourist Trap’, has been 
nominated for the Pushcart Prize.
Chris started writing in January of 

2006 whilst studying at Buckingham. 
The book is set in various parts of the 

world, including London where he 
completed an internship through the 

University of Buckingham.
Congratulations on your success 

Chris.

‘Tourist Trap’, is available to buy 
here:

http://amzn.to/1H6eibf

Our Vice-Chancellor, Sir Anthony Seldon, has set out his goals for 
Buckingham in The Times Higher Education. 

To see what Sir Anthony has planned for the University, please see the link 
below:

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/anthony-seldon-sets-out-
ideals-and-goals-buckingham 

Source: The Seattle Times

Source: Rex

We’re thrilled to say that our BSc Business Enterprise course 
was featured in The Sunday Times supplement for start-up 

Universities. 

To view the details of the course, and how to apply, please 
see:

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/business/bsc/
businessenterprise?utm_content=buffer97943&utm_

medium=social&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_
campaign=buffer

http://ind.pn/1PfOVVy
http://amzn.to/1Y2jLnL 
https://vimeo.com/141355535
 http://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/10/science/stonehenge-begins-to-yield-its-secrets.html?_r=1
 http://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/10/science/stonehenge-begins-to-yield-its-secrets.html?_r=1
 http://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/10/science/stonehenge-begins-to-yield-its-secrets.html?_r=1
 http://amzn.to/1H6eibf
 http://amzn.to/1H6eibf
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/anthony-seldon-sets-out-ideals-and-goals-buckingham 
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/anthony-seldon-sets-out-ideals-and-goals-buckingham 
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/business/bsc/businessenterprise?utm_content=buffer97943&utm_medium=socia
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/business/bsc/businessenterprise?utm_content=buffer97943&utm_medium=socia
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/business/bsc/businessenterprise?utm_content=buffer97943&utm_medium=socia
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/business/bsc/businessenterprise?utm_content=buffer97943&utm_medium=socia
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This photograph is from the Swan Ball.

Do let us know if you are in this photograph, and what year you think it was taken!
Please email any answers you have to Lucy, at lucy.cato2@buckingham.ac.uk

If you have any old photographs that you would like to share in the newsletter, please let Lucy 
know on the email address below.

Last Month...

Thank you to everyone who responded to 
the picture in the November Newsletter. 
The date that has been suggested for this 

photograph is 1991, and the names we have 
received are: 

Jonathan Gollow (Accounting and Financial 
Management, 1992) 

Susie Bramley (English Literature, 1994) 

Alumni Events
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Future Events 2016
For your diaries, here is a list of the events taking place during next year. More information will be 

provided closer to the time.

February 

Tuesday 9th - Lecture by Dr. David Jacques on research at Stonehenge.

Thursday 25th - Concert by The Metzger Ensemble. Lisa Nelson (flute), Tomaki Higashi (violin), Robert 
Secret (viola) and Julian Metzger (cello). 

March 

Tuesday 15th - Annual SSAFA Lecture - Eva Schloss MBE, Holocaust survivor and stepdaughter of Otto 
Frank.

Friday 18th & Saturday 19th  - Graduation Ceremonies.

Saturday 19th - The Swan Ball.

July

 Saturday 16th - Sunday 17th - A weekend of 40th Anniversary celebrations on the University campus.

November

Friday 4th - A dinner and dance event is to be held at The Dorchester Hotel in London. This is our big 40th 
Anniversary celebration.



University of Buckingham
Alumni Newsletter

9

Overseas Visits
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40th Anniversary
The University of Buckingham celebrates it’s 40th Anniversary in 

2016!
We have a number of exciting events planned for the year, both 
on campus and across the globe. Below are the dates that we 
have confirmed so far. Further dates will be added, and more 

information will be provided closer to the time.

We are always looking for new information to include within our newsletters, so if you have anything that you would 
like to be included or advertised within the next newsletter, please let Lucy know and she will make sure that it has 

a place.

Contact Us

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338
Email: 

anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk

Pam Lindsay
Data Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133
Email: 

alumni@buckingham.ac.uk

Lucy Cato
Alumni/Graduation 

Publications Administrator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827507

Email: 

lucy.cato2@buckingham.ac.uk

16th - 17th July 2016

We are planning a celebratory weekend at the University for all alumni and current students to attend. 
The event will take place over the course of the weekend, and will include a number of different activities. 

More information will be provided at a later date.

4th November 2016

We are hosting a Dinner/Dance event at the prestigious Dorchester Hotel in London. All alumni are 
welcome to attend this event. Further details will be announced at a later date.

Helen Watts
Alumni/Graduation Events 

Administrator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

Email: 

helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk

Trip Schedule

Hong Kong: January 18, 2016 - January 25, 2016
Guangzhou: January 26, 2016 – January 29, 2016

In Hong Kong I will be joined by Anastasiya Ostapchuk (International Studies, 2009) from the Medical School. Please 
get in touch if you’ll be free to meet during these dates.

ben.charlton@buckingham.ac.uk 
anastasiya.ostapchuk@buckingham.ac.uk

Dr James Slater, Senior Lecturer in Law and Director of the Part-Time LLB, will 
be visiting Canada in February 2016. 

Dr Slater will be in Toronto on the weekend of the 27/28th February 2016, and 
will be attending a recruitment fair on Sunday 28th. However, on Saturday 27th 

February, Dr Slater will be organising an alumni lunch, and would love for as many 
alumni as possible to attend. 

More details will follow, however for now, if you are interested in attending the 
lunch, please email Dr Slater on:

james.slater@buckingham.ac.uk

Canada

China

Deba Bardhan-Correia,  Academic Director of the Business School, will be 
visiting India in December. She will be in Chennai from 10th/11th of December 
and Kolkata around the 22nd/23rd of December. Deba would like to meet with 

as many alumni as possible whilst in India, both as a representative from the 
University, and as an alumnus herself (MSc Service Management, 2000).

If you would like to meet with Deba whilst she is in India, please contact her via 
email to arrange. 

deba.correia@buckingham.ac.uk

India

Our new Marketing Officer, Ben Charlton will 
be travelling to China in the new year. Ben 
would like to send this message to you all:

Greetings from Buckingham, and a warm hello 
from me!

As the new international officer I will be 
covering East and South-East Asian countries. 

I’ll be visiting this region throughout 2016, 
staring with Hong Kong and Guangzhou, and 
will be keeping you up-to-date with my trips 

overseas to hopefully meet some of you over a 
coffee or dinner.

mailto:anne.matsuoka%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=Response%20to%20Newsletter
mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=Response%20to%20Newsletter
mailto:lucy.cato2%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=Response%20to%20Newsletter
mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=Response%20to%20Newsletter
mailto:ben.charlton%40buckingham.ac.uk%20?subject=
mailto:james.slater%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:deba.correia%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=


‘Flying on Our Own Wings’

Spaces are still available for our 
January courses!

 Please see our website for more 
information, and apply online 

today!

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk

http://uk.linkedin.com/pub/alumni-office-buckingham/14/79b/110
http://www.twitter.com/UniBuckingham
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk 
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