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Welcome
Dear all, 

Welcome to the November issue of the newsletter.  We still have a few of the most 
glorious coloured leaves left on the trees and it doesn’t feel quite like winter yet!  

We have a jam-packed newsletter for you this month and we more than welcome 
any announcements that you may wish to put in – engagements, marriages, births 
etc and career updates that you have, that we are able to fit in.

I have, this week, returned from a trip to Japan where I met with many of our alumni 
in both Tokyo and Osaka.  It was a great opportunity to update them on what is 
going on at Buckingham and also to hear their news and views.  I also did some visits 
to schools and universities and there are a few potential connections that will be 
followed up.

I very much hope to catch up with some of you at the breakfast in London next week 
(details on page 7), or perhaps the Carol Concert on 9th December.

Please do stay in touch and let us know if there is anything at all we can do for you.

With very best wishes,
Anne
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Announcements

At the end of September we welcomed a new intake of students, and  it 
is great to see the campus filled with new faces.

It is always good to welcome a new intake into Buckingham, however 
this September it was particularly wonderful, as we saw some of our 
alumni returning to Buckingham to help their children settle in and 

begin their time at the University.

 We love that Buckingham holds such happy memories for you, and that 
your children are inspired by this and want to share in the ‘Buckingham 

experience’ too!
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3 Reunion Dinner

On Saturday 3rd October we held our University 
wide Open Day. Organised by the Marketing 
Department, the Open Day was a chance for 
prospective students to visit the campus, and find 
out about studying their subject of interest with 
us, as well as discovering more information about 

Buckingham in general.

We received many positive comments about the 
University, and feel that overall the day was  a total 
success. The Vice-Chancellor, Sir Anthony Seldon, 
even invited the prospective students and their 
parents to his house on the campus for tea after the 

day’s events. 

We hope that we expressed Buckingham’s warm 
nature and individuality, and are really looking 
forward to seeing how many new students we will 

be welcoming next year!

It is with great sadness that we announce the tragic passing of 
one of our students. 

22 year old Sana Kaula, who was studying Communication, 
Media and Journalism at the University, sadly passed away on the 

weekend of 10th October whilst in London.

Sana was a well known character around campus, and will be 
thoroughly missed by staff and students alike.

Michael Pearson (Journalism with Communication Studies, 2015), 
a good friend of Sana, described her as having a “beautiful soul” 

and being one of the most lovely women he had ever known.

We send our deepest condolences to all of Sana’s family and friends 
at this incredibly difficult time.
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1991-1995 Alumni Reunion Dinner

On Thursday 8th October we held our annual Alumni Reunion Dinner in London. This year we 
welcomed graduates from the years 1991-1995 to Church House in Westminster, London, for a drinks 
reception and three-course dinner. 

The dining room was filled with the sound of laughter while alumni reunited with each other as well as 
staff members who were at Buckingham 
during those years. It was great to see 
our alumni reconnecting and having a 
great time.

Our new Vice-Chancellor, Sir Anthony 
Seldon, gave a speech after dinner about 
his vision for Buckingham and his aims 
for the coming years. The dinner was 
the first opportunity for Buckingham 
alumni to meet Sir Anthony and gave 
them the opportunity to find out a little 
more about him and see what a positive 
influence he will have on the University.

Sir Anthony’s speech went down very 
well, and created a lot of laughs amongst 
the guests. We were thrilled to see that 

one of our alumni even brought a copy of his book along for him to sign. 

Towards the end of the evening, Sir Anthony presented Dr Paul E. H. Davis, (History and English, 
1996),with the Distinguished Alumnus Award. The award itself was a beautiful engraved watch, which 
had been kindly donated by another Buckingham alumnus, Aditya Mintri (Economics ’94) - whose 
family own the company Horlogerie Kandahar AG, based in Interlaken, Switzerland. 

We always enjoy meeting with our alumni, and holding events that allow people to reunite and 
remember the University with fondness. We look forward to hosting similar events in the future, and 
welcoming graduates from 1996-2000 to next year’s Reunion Dinner. 

We are always looking to improve our events, so please email Helen with any suggestions or ideas for 
the 1996-2000 Alumni Reunion Dinner. She can be reached at: helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk

mailto:helen.watts%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=


University News

Carlos Fernandez Gates (Law, 2010) has been promoted 
to Senior Manager of the Corporate Legal Area in PwC 

(PricewaterhouseCoopers), Peru. Many congratulations on 
your success, Carlos!

Gary Russell (LLB, 2000, LLM, 2003), was involved in 
a terrible car accident at the age of 23, resulting in  an 

inability to ever walk again. Gary has been featured in an 
article, Seeing Beyond the Disability, in which he discusses 
his happiness and the success he has achieved despite his 

disability. To read about Gary and his story, please see:
http://www.tribune242.com/news/2015/oct/21/seeing-

beyond-disability/

Tony Davies, (LLB 2008, LLM 2009), has set up his own 
clothing company, ‘Distinguished Clothing by Tony Davies’. 
Tony is offering a 25% discount to Buckingham students and 
alumni, and free postage to the UK. Please see the ‘Alumni 

Offers’ section of the newsletter to find out the discount code.

We regret to announce that  Avril  Adegboyega (nee Blyden) 
(LLB,1999), has sadly passed away at the age of 42. We send 

our deepest sympathies to Avril’s family and friends at this 
difficult time.
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Alumni News

Two of Buckingham’s Biography students have been shortlisted to win a prestigious prize.
The Tony Lothian Prize is awarded annually by The Biographers’ Club. The prize, (of £2,000), is given for the best proposal for 
a Biography by an unpublished author. In this year’s competition, five submissions were shortlisted. Out of these five, two are 

Buckingham Biography PhD students.
One of these students, Jennifer Holmes, was shortlisted for ‘A Working Woman: The Remarkable Life of Ray Strachey’. The other, 
Judith Paisner, was shortlisted for ‘Nothing but Letters: The Story of Ruth Loew and Taddy Rechtman and their Families 1933-46’.

The winner of the prize will be announced at the Biographers’ Club Prize Dinner on 4th November. 

To view the full shortlist, please see: http://www.biographers.club/project/tony-lothian-prize-2015-shortlist/ 

Professor John Bicheno, Senior Lecturer from the Lean Enterprise Unit of The University 
of Buckingham will be speaking at The Enterprise Excellence Edinburgh Conference on 26th 

November 2015. Former Buckingham MSc student, George Donaldson (Lean Enterprise, 2015 ), 
will also be speaking.

Please follow the link below for more information:

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/enterprise-excellence-edinburgh-conference/

 In January 2016 the University’s Art History Department will 
be launching a new MA in The Art Market and the History of 
Collecting, with the National Gallery and in association with 

Waddesdon Manor. There are both full and partial scholarships 
available for this course,  generously funded by P & D Colnaghi & 

Co Ltd. 

For more information about this exciting new degree, please 
see the link below:

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/humanities/ma/art-market-
and-history-of-collecting

The Royal Latin School’s music department are performing ‘Autumn 
Colours’, a concert, at the University on Wednesday 18th November. They 
will be playing a number of pieces, including the soundtrack from Pirates of 

the Caribbean and pieces by Vivaldi, Bach and Debussy. The concert starts at 
7.30pm at The Radcliffe Centre on the Hunter Street campus, and is priced at 

£5 per person.

On 25th October, Sir Anthony visited Hong Kong and met with some of our alumni for lunch. Sir Anthony met 
with a total of 14 of our alumni, Rustom Jokhi, Justin Shave, Selina Hon, David Lam, Alex Dagge, Doris Yim Yuk 

Kwan, Emily Chik, Antonia Carey, Yolanda Chau, Andrew Wong Ho Pong, Rachel Fan, Joanna Tse, Ila Nicholson and 
Michelle Rich.

Whilst in China, Sir Anthony also met with alumnus and former employee, Iva Yu, in Shanghai.

Sir Anthony will be travelling frequently, and looks forward to meeting many more of you at future events.

David Jacques, project director of Buckingham’s archaeology project at 
Stonehenge has made a fascinating discovery. A Stone Age “eco” home was 

discovered at the Stonehenge site in October, and the “eco” home is unlike any other 
discovery that archaeologists have made on the site before. 

David says:
“This is a key site for where Britain began... we believe the “eco” home is the sort of place 

the first Brits lived in.”

However, the site is facing disaster as the Government plans to build a tunnel that 
would run within 20 metres of “eco” home, and potentially destroy other archeological 

Stone Age finds that have yet to be unearthed.

To read more about this interesting story, and the potential tragedy posed by the 
tunnel, please see: 

http://bit.ly/1P04H8q

http://www.tribune242.com/news/2015/oct/21/seeing-beyond-disability/
http://www.tribune242.com/news/2015/oct/21/seeing-beyond-disability/
http://www.biographers.club/project/tony-lothian-prize-2015-shortlist/ 
 http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/enterprise-excellence-edinburgh-conference/
 http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/enterprise-excellence-edinburgh-conference/
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/humanities/ma/art-market-and-history-of-collecting
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/humanities/ma/art-market-and-history-of-collecting
http://bit.ly/1P04H8q
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This photograph was sent in by one of our alumni, Richard James (Economics, 1991).

If you have any old photographs that you would like to share in the newsletter, please let Lucy 
know on the email address below.

Do let us know if you are in this photograph, and what year you think it was taken.
Please email any answers you have to Lucy, at lucy.cato2@buckingham.ac.uk

Last Month...

Thank you to everyone who responded to 
the picture in the  October Newsletter. 

We only received one response this month, 
with the year the photo was taken suggested 

as 1996-7, and one of those included in 
the picture identified as Vladimir Kufonen 

(Business Studies with International Tourism, 
2000).

Alumni Events
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10th November: Alumni Breakfast

Time: 8am - 9am
Venue: The Royal Over-Seas League, Over-Seas House, Park Place, St James’s Street,                              

............London, SW1A 1LR 

We will be hosting another of our Alumni Breakfasts in early November. The breakfasts are a great opportunity to 
reunite with alumni, network and meet new faces, whilst also enjoying a presentation from a guest speaker and a 

complimentary breakfast. 

The November Breakfast is aimed at Law alumni, and the guest speaker is Tuvia Borok. Tuvia is supported by his 
colleagues Alima Laminu and Irfan Ahmed, and they will all be speaking about their careers at Goldman Sachs, a 

multinational investment banking 
firm.

Tuvia Borok is an Executive Director 
and Senior Counsel in the London 
office of Goldman Sachs.Prior to 

joining Goldman Sachs, Tuvia was a 
senior counsel in the London legal 
department of BNP Paribas, and 
previously in private practice in 

Toronto, London and Moscow. In 2014, 
Tuvia was awarded one of four Rising 
Stars Under 40 Awards in Europe by 

the LGBT Bar.

Please email Helen at 
helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk to 

register your interest.

‘A Westminster Christmas’ – by the Parliament Choir

Venue: St John’s Smiths Square, London, SW1P 3HA
Time: 7.30pm

We have 20 tickets courtesy of the UBAA for our Alumni to attend the Carol Concert on 9th December. Join us 
to get in the festive spirit and watch the Parlimentary Choir performing Christmas carols.

 To reserve a ticket, please email Helen at helen.watts@hotmail.co.uk

mailto:helen.watts%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:helen.watts%40hotmail.co.uk?subject=
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Overseas Visits

 Team News
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Offers for Alumni
There are many perks to being a Buckingham Alumnus, and 
offers for alumni is just one of them! Have a look below to see 

one of the new offers we have available.

We are always looking for new information to include within our newsletters, so if you have anything that you would 
like to be included or advertised within the next newsletter, please let Lucy know and she will make sure that it has 

a place.

Contact Us

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338
Email: 

anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk

Pam Lindsay
Data Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133
Email: 

alumni@buckingham.ac.uk

Lucy Cato
Alumni/Graduation 

Publications Administrator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827507

Email: 

lucy.cato2@buckingham.ac.uk

We are thrilled to announce that Helen Watts, our Alumni and 
Graduation Events Administrator, returned to the office in 

October after 7 months of maternity leave. Helen will now be 
working for us part time whilst she raises her young daughter.  

She will be taking over the organisation of our alumni events, as 
well as helping with Graduation and as of next year she will be 

organising the Concerts and Lectures series.

We are excited to have Helen back with us, and look forward 
to working with her to make our future events even more 

memorable!

Helen urges any alumni she was in contact with before her 
maternity leave to get in touch, she would love to have a catch up 

on the past 7 months. 
Helen can be reached on: helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk

Visit to India

Deba Bardhan-Correia,  Academic Director of the Business School at 
the University of Buckingham, will be in Chennai from 10th/11th of 

December and Kolkata around the 22nd/23rd of December. Deba would 
like to meet with as many alumni as possible whilst in India, both as a 

representative from the University, and as an alumnus herself (MSc Service 
Management, 2000).

Deba says: 
“It would be really lovely to see any of you who can make it and to share wonderful 

memories of Buckingham. I would also like to fill you in about the recent and exciting 
developments in Buckingham. Most importantly, I am very interested to learn about 

what Buckingham alumni have been doing since they left Buckingham.”

If you would like to meet with Deba whilst she is in India, please contact her 
via email to arrange. 

deba.correia@buckingham.ac.uk

Tony Davies, (LLB 2008, LLM 2009), has set up his own 
clothing company, ‘Distinguished Clothing by Tony Davies’. 
Tony is offering a 25% discount to Buckingham students and 
alumni, and free postage to the UK. Simply enter the discount 

code: STUDENT-BUCKS-25 to receive the discount. 

Please follow this link to see all of the merchandise Tony has 
on offer:

www.dctd.com

Helen Watts
Alumni/Graduation Events 

Administrator
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522

Email: 

helen.watts@buckingham.ac.uk

Our former International Marketing Officer, Jamie Lee-Brown 
(English, 2013), is now studying for an MA in Vienna. 

Jamie recently met with another of our alumni, Ruprecht von 
Heusinger (Economics, 1993), for tea in Vienna. It’s great when 

fellow alumni meet and relive their time at Buckingham, and we 
love to hear about it. 

mailto:anne.matsuoka%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=Response%20to%20Newsletter
mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=Response%20to%20Newsletter
mailto:lucy.cato2%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=Response%20to%20Newsletter
mailto:helen.watts%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:deba.correia%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=
http://www.dctd.com
mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=Response%20to%20Newsletter


‘Flying on Our Own Wings’

http://uk.linkedin.com/pub/alumni-office-buckingham/14/79b/110
http://www.twitter.com/UniBuckingham
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