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Welcome
Dear All, 

Welcome to the September issue of the Alumni Newsletter. As you will 
see we have yet again had a re-vamp in an aim to make the newsletter 
more accessible to you all.  We do hope you will enjoy this, but, if you are 
experiencing any problems with the new layout, please let Lucy know by 
emailing her at: lucy.cato2@buckingham.ac.uk (please be sure to open the 
newsletter in ‘full screen’ mode to ensure the best quality).
 
Two quick mentions – we have just heard that Lord Luce (former Vice-
Chancellor) has been appointed as Chancellor of the new University of 
Gibraltar.  We would like to send him our very best wishes on his new role 
and hope that he and Lady Luce will enjoy re-visiting Gibraltar where they 
spent some happy years when Lord Luce was Governor of Gibraltar after 
leaving Buckingham.
 
We also hope that some of our alumni will be interested to read about 
the UBSOS committee (University of Buckingham Supporting Overseas 
Schools).  Should you have any projects that you would like us to support, 
please do let us know and we will discuss them with the committee.  Please 
look on the link in the message below to find out more about this group.
 
Hoping to see you soon,
Anne
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Announcements
This month Sir Anthony Seldon takes up his position as our new Vice-
Chancellor. Professor Alistair Alcock has been standing in as Acting Vice-
Chancellor since Professor Terence Kealey left the University to pursue other 
projects last year. We would like to welcome Sir Anthony to the University, and 
very much look forward to working alongside him and seeing what new visions 

he has for the University. 

Sir Anthony will be speaking at the 1991-1995 Reunion Dinner in October and 
is hoping to speak at an Alumni Breakfast early next year. Please do come along 

and hear Sir Anthony’s “New Vision for Buckingham”.
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On the 3rd October 2015 we are hosting a University-wide Open Day. There 
will be guided tours of the Buckingham campus, as well as the opportunity 
to meet with some of the academic tutors. If you would like to attend, please 

register your interest at:  
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/university-wide-open-day-201510/

If you would like to visit the University before the October Open Day, we are 
happy to arrange this. Please see the below link for more information:

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/admissions#tour

10 Offers for Alumni 
and Contact Details

3 Duck Race

The University of Buckingham has come 
5th in The Independent’s league table of 
the top 10 UK universities likely to get 
you a graduate job!

For more information on this 
achievement, please see: 

http://www.independent.co.uk/
student/news/exam-results-

mailto:lucy.cato2%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=Problems%20with%20Newsletter
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/university-wide-open-day-201510/
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/admissions#tour
http://ind.pn/1lbVu3D
http://www.independent.co.uk/student/news/exam-results-2015-top-10-uk-universities-where-youre-most-likely-to-get-a-graduate-job-from-10460240.html?icn=puff-3&utm_content=bufferf8f4c&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
http://www.independent.co.uk/student/news/exam-results-2015-top-10-uk-universities-where-youre-most-likely-to-get-a-graduate-job-from-10460240.html?icn=puff-3&utm_content=bufferf8f4c&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer


Duck Race 
On Wednesday 19th August the University held it’s annual Duck Race on campus. In recent years 

it has been the aim of the University to get more outside interest in the event, and hopefully 
encourage a gathering of locals to attend. The weather wasn’t quite as good as we had hoped, 

but we still had a great turn out and everyone seemed to enjoy themselves.

Alongside the race itself, a number of other events and activities took place, including a Best 
Dressed Duck Competition, a BBQ, a cake sale, icecream sales, and a number of craft stalls. 

Local businesses also took part in the event, hiring out stalls to display their goods, and 
entrepreneurial students did likewise, presenting their own private companies and the goods 

they had for sale.

In total the event raised £400, which will be donated to Buckingham Young 
Carers. 

UBSOS News
UBSOS (University of Buckingham Supporting Overseas Schooling) was formed after the devastating 

Tsunami of 2004. The fund is run by a collection of staff and students at the University to help those in need 
by providing schooling facilities and equipment. In the past the fund has donated money to buy school desks, 
supplies, and even to build a school house in Argentina. Some other countries where UBSOS has helped are: 

Kenya, Mexico, Burma, Indonesia and Jamaica.

As a part of the Duck Race, UBSOS held a Cake Sale, a Book Sale and a Games Stall in aid of raising money for 
the fund.

In total UBSOS raised £68 from the various stalls. They have donated 10% of this money to Buckingham 
Young Carers, and the remainder will go into the UBSOS fund to be spent in the future on an overseas project. 

For more information on the work that UBSOS does, and/or to get involved, please see: 

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/social/su/ubsos University of Buckingham
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Winner of Best Dressed Duck Over 
10: Justine Kibler

Winner of Best Dressed Duck 10 

and Under: Eva Cameron

Winner of the Race: Osman Osman

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/social/su/ubsos
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/social/su/ubsos


Alumni Events

Please join us at Church House, Westminster for 
the 1991-1995 Reunion Dinner!

If you graduated from the University of 
Buckingham between 1991 and 1995, you are 
invited to attend this year’s reunion dinner. 

The event will consist of a drinks reception on 
arrival, followed by a three course dinner. It will be 
a wonderful chance to catch up with your fellow 
graduates, as well as current and former staff. A list 
of names of those attending will be posted on the 
University website. 

The University’s new Vice Chancellor, Sir Anthony 
Seldon, will be speaking at the event, giving 
an insight into his vision for Buckingham in the 
coming years. His talk will be entitled: New Vision 
for Buckingham.
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8th October: 1991-1995 Reunion Dinner
Time: 6.30pm - 10.30pm
Venue: Church House, Dean’s Yard, Westminster, London, SW1P 3NZ
Ticket Price: £55

November Alumni Breakfast
Time: 8am - 9am
Venue: The Royal Over-Seas League, Over-Seas House, Park Place, St James’s Street, London, SW1A 1LR

We will be hosting another of our Alumni Breakfasts in early 
November. The breakfasts are a great opportunity to reunite 
with alumni, network and meet new faces, whilst also enjoying 
a presentation from a guest speaker and a complimentary 
breakfast. 

The November Breakfast is aimed at Law alumni, and the 
guest speaker is Tuvia Borok. 

Tuvia is an Executive Director and Senior Counsel in the 
London office of Goldman Sachs, a multinational investment 
banking firm. Prior to joining Goldman Sachs, Tuvia was a 
senior counsel in the London legal department of BNP Paribas, 
and previously in private practice in Toronto, London and 
Moscow. In 2014, Tuvia was awarded one of four Rising Stars 
Under 40 Awards in Europe by the LGBT Bar.

Please email Lucy at lucy.cato2@buckingham.ac.uk to 
register your interest.

Alumni News

\

Phillip Letts (Business Studies, 1990), CEO of 
blur Group, (an enterprise services platform and 

marketplace provider), is quoted in the below article 
speaking about the company’s new online business 

intelligence tool. 
Read more here: http://betanews.com/2015/08/04/
new-intelligence-tool-aims-to-make-enterprises-

smarter/

Harpreet Sidhu (Law, 2009) has been promoted 
to General Counsel, Corporate Secretary and 

Privacy Officer of Pethealth Inc. Harpreet manages 
operations across the UK, Canada, and the United 

States. Many congratulations on your career 
advance, Harpreet. We wish you the very best for 

the future!
For more information on Pethealth Inc, please 

see:
http://www.pethealthinc.com

Mustafa Alami (Business Studies, 1998), married 
Djazira Labadi on 21st August 2015. Our 

congratulations go to them both, and we wish them 
the very best for the future!

Philip Moss (History, Politics and English 
Literature, 1981) has recently published his first 

comic novel, ‘Flogging the Field’. Congratulations 
Philip, what a fantastic achievement! For more 

information on Philip’s novel, and how to purchase a 
copy for yourself, please see the link below:

http://www.heyeveryone.com/books/flogging-
the-field/16861990

Philip also has a blog to go alongside the novel, 
entitled ‘Fair Game’, which is available to read here: 

https://philipmoss.wordpress.com

Colin Peck (Law, 1982) sadly passed away on 
Wednesday 19th August at his ancestral home 

in Northern Ireland. Colin was previously a world-
renowed journalist, working internationally. Colin 

lost his brother Rory Peck (also a journalist) in 1993 
during disruption in Russia, and set up the Rory Peck 

Trust in his memory.

Tina Carr, Director of the Rory Peck Trust announced 
Colin’s passing on their website, and described him 

as:
“a keen journalist with a lawyer’s mind and an 

adventurer’s heart”.

A terrible loss. Our thoughts go out to the Peck 
family, and friends at this difficult time. Rest in 

Peace, Colin.
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If you have any photographs from your time at Buckingham that you would like to share with other guests, we will be preparing 
a small leaflet for the event and would appreciate it if you could send them over to Lucy at : lucy.cato2@buckingham.ac.uk.
 
We do hope to see you there! 

To purchase your ticket, please click the link below:
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/1991-1995-reunion-dinner/

mailto:lucy.cato2%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=November%20Breakfast%20Enquiry
http://betanews.com/2015/08/04/new-intelligence-tool-aims-to-make-enterprises-smarter/
http://betanews.com/2015/08/04/new-intelligence-tool-aims-to-make-enterprises-smarter/
http://betanews.com/2015/08/04/new-intelligence-tool-aims-to-make-enterprises-smarter/
http://www.pethealthinc.com
http://www.heyeveryone.com/books/flogging-the-field/16861990
http://www.heyeveryone.com/books/flogging-the-field/16861990
http://philipmoss.wordpress.com
mailto:lucy.cato2%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=Reunion%20Dinner%20Enquiry
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/1991-1995-reunion-dinner/
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University News

Yolande Hinson Memorial Bench

You will remember that in April this year Yolande Hinson, Office 
Administrator for the Department of Economics and International 
Studies, sadly passed away. A Memorial Fund was set up for her, 

and a Memorial Bench has now been put outside her office window 
overlooking the river. 

WhatUni Student Choice Awards 2016

If you want to help make us stand out as the top University in the 
country, whilst also being in with a chance to win a £100 Amazon 

Voucher or a £200 Food Shop Voucher, here’s your chance. As part 
of the WhatUni Student Choice Awards 2016 (the only awards that 
are created entirely through student reviews) we’re asking you to 

complete a short questionnaire letting the WhatUni team know what 
your time here was like. You’ll currently need to submit your course 

finish date as 2015 - we hope you don’t mind. It’s just how their 
system is currently set up. Submit your review here:                      

www.whatuni.com/review. 
If you have any questions, please email Jane Russell in the Marketing 

Department on:  
 jane.russell@buckingham.ac.uk

Professor Anthony O’Hear

Professor Anthony O’Hear, our Research Professor in Education, 
has recently published a new book ‘Picturing the Apocalypse: The 

Book of Revelation in the Arts over Two millennia’ with his daughter 
Natasha O’Hear. The Times Newspaper has written a glowing 

review of the book, stating: ‘it is a sharp, absorbing and generously 
illustrated guide on how the last and strangest book in the Bible has 

fired the artistic and musical imaginations of humanity in the past 2000 
years.’ (McCulloch, D. (2015). Dragons, Lambs (and a Prositute from 

Babylon). The Times, p. 15).

Photo Flashback
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As we are coming up to the Reunion Dinner, this month’s photograph is from 1991-1995.
Are you in this photograph? Do you know which of the years it was taken in, or do you know any of the 

people within it?
Please do let us know, your answers are very helpful and allow us to correctly archive the photographs so 

that nobody within them is forgotten.

Please email any answers you have to Lucy, at lucy.cato2@buckingham.ac.uk

Last Month...

Thank you to everyone who responded to the 
picture in the August Newsletter. 

Sadly this month we only had one response 
to our photograph, which stated that Halilu 
Sadiq is pictured in the photo with the two 
trophies in his hands. 

Although one response is very helpful, 
It would be wonderful to receive more                         
responses, so please keep your eye out and 
let us know if you recognise anybody! 

David Jacques

David Jacques, Senior Research Fellow in Archaeology at the 
University, was featured in the episode ‘First Britons’ of the BBC 

Two programme Horizon on Wednesday 19th August. Since 
2005 David has been the Project Director of the internationally 

significant Mesolithic archaeological site, one mile from 
Stonehenge, and has carried out extensive work at the Stonehenge 

site. ‘First Britons’ explored who the first native Britons were, 
where they came from and what impact they had on our early 

history. 

It is available to watch on BBC iPlayer here: 
http://bbc.in/1hNIjRt

Professor Alan Smithers

Professor Alan Smithers, Director of the Centre for Education 
and Employment Research at the University of Buckingham, has 
published some new and fascinating research about gender and 
exam performance. Please see the following article to find out 

more: 
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-

news/boys-tend-to-either-get-top-marks-or-fail-in-exams-says-
new-research-10435842.html 

Dr. Graeme Davis 

Dr. Davis, who is tutor for the University’s Online Stonehenge 
course, has recently published an academic monograph, ‘Some 

Ethnolinguistic Notes on Polar Eskimo’. 
For more information, please see: 

https://vimeo.com/32271092

On Wednesday 5th August the bench 
arrived and was put in place on the lawn 

beside the Anthony de Rothschild Building. 
It is a beautiful addition to the campus, and 

will forever symbolise the wonderful lady 
that we lost too soon. 

http://www.whatuni.com/review
mailto:jane.russell%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=Question%20about%20WhatUni%20Review
mailto:lucy.cato2%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=Response%20to%20Photo%20Flashback
http://bbc.in/1hNIjRt
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/edcucation/education-news/boys-tend-to-either-get-top-marks-or-fail-in-exams-says-new-research-10435842.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/edcucation/education-news/boys-tend-to-either-get-top-marks-or-fail-in-exams-says-new-research-10435842.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/edcucation/education-news/boys-tend-to-either-get-top-marks-or-fail-in-exams-says-new-research-10435842.html
http://vimeo.com/32271092
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Overseas Visits

Mrs Felicity Roberts-Holmes 
will be travelling to Zurich (29th 
September 2015) and Geneva 
(30th September 2015) to attend 
CoIS College Fairs as well as two 
mini fairs. Should you wish to 
come along, please email Mrs 
Roberts-Holmes in advance to 

confirm:
f e l i c i t y . r o b e r t s - h o l @

buckingham.ac.uk.

Miss Anastasiya Ostapchuk will 
be travelling to Hong Kong from 
20th to 25th September 2015 to 
attend the Hong Kong Education 
UK Schools Roadshow. Should 
you wish to arrange a meeting, 
please contact Miss Ostapchuk in 

advance on: 
a n a s t a s i y a . o s t a p c h u k @

buckingham.ac.uk.

Alumni Mentoring
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Offers for Alumni
There are many perks to being a Buckingham Alumnus, and 
offers for alumni is just one of them! Have a look below to see 

one of the new offers we have available.

We are always looking for new information to include within our newsletters, so if you have anything that 
you would like to be included or advertised within the next newsletter, please let Lucy know and she will 

make sure that it has a place.

Contact Us

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni Relations
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338

Email: anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk

Pam Lindsay
Data Coordinator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133
Email: alumni@buckingham.ac.uk

Lucy Cato
Alumni Office Administrator

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 827522
Email: lucy.cato2@buckingham.ac.uk

*We have a current student looking for career advice in American Banking or Hospitality in the 
luxury sector. If you could be of any help with this, please email Lucy on:

 lucy.cato2@buckingham.ac.uk

Mrs Anne Matsuoka will be 
visiting Japan in October. She will 
be hosting alumni events in Tokyo 
on Wednesday 21st October 
and in Osaka on Thursday 22nd 
October. For more information, 
or should you wish to attend 
these events, please email Anne 

in advance, at:
anne.matsuoka@buckingham.

ac.uk

Charalambos (Jason) Iasonos is a Business Management 
graduate from the University of Buckingham, and is currently 
studying here for a Masters in Management in a Service 
Economy. Jason has recently started up his own company, CJ 
Technology Accessories, as an entrepreneurial endeavor. The 
company runs through an eBay page, and offers a variety of 

accessories for various different gadgets. Jason says: 
‘Our aim is to delight our current and future customers and provide 
an exceptional service, ultimately expanding into the competitive 

environment.’ 

You can access CJ Technology Accessories eBay page here: 
http://www.ebay.co.uk/usr/cjtechnologyaccessories

Or alternatively contact Jason on: 
cj.accessories@hotmail.com

Jamie Lee-Brown from the Marketing Department travelled to Hong 
Kong in August to promote the University overseas. Whilst he was 
there, Jamie took the opportunity to meet with some of our Chinese 

alumni.

Pictured to the left is Jamie with two of our alumni, Ho (Emily) Chik 
(Management in a Global Service Economy, 2015) and Chai Lam (Terry) 

Wong (Law with English Language Studies, 2012). 

Our overseas representatives are always very keen to meet with alumni, 
so please take a look at the visits we have planned (above) and get in 
touch if you would like to attend one of the events. We look forward to 

hearing from you!

mailto:felicity.roberts-hol%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=Interest%20in%20Overseas%20Visits
mailto:felicity.roberts-hol%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=Interest%20in%20Overseas%20Visits
mailto:anastasiya.ostapchuk%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=Interest%20in%20Hong%20Kong%20Visit
mailto:anastasiya.ostapchuk%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=Interest%20in%20Hong%20Kong%20Visit
mailto:anne.matsuoka%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=Response%20to%20Newsletter
mailto:alumni%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=Response%20to%20Newsletter
mailto:lucy.cato2%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=Response%20to%20Newsletter
mailto:lucy.cato2%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=Mentoring
mailto:anne.matsuoka%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=Interest%20in%20Japan%20visit
mailto:anne.matsuoka%40buckingham.ac.uk?subject=Interest%20in%20Japan%20visit
http://www.ebay.co.uk/usr/cjtechnologyaccessories
mailto:cj.accessories%40hotmail.com?subject=Response%20to%20Alumni%20Newsletter


‘Flying on Our Own Wings’

http://www.facebook.com/alumn.buckingham
http://uk.linkedin.com/pub/alumni-office-buckingham/14/79b/110
http://www.twitter.com/UniBuckingham
http://www.twitter.com/UniofBuckingham

