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Why choose this degree?MA in English Literature 
by Research 

The MA by Research provides an 
opportunity for serious engagement 
with a topic of the student’s choosing, 
fosters professional-level writing and 
research skills, and provides an ideal 
bridge to PhD level study. Situated 
within a close-knit community of 
scholars, the Buckingham MA seeks to 
provide a stimulating and encouraging 
environment within which to develop 
individual research interests.
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The University of Buckingham is top in 
England for graduate employability, with 
98.1% of students employed or in further 
study within six months of graduating 
(HESA 2015).

Our English Department excels in 
league tables and surveys. We are in 
the top ten departments in the country, 
ranked joint 8th place with Oxford for 
overall student satisfaction, 7th place 
for student:staff ratio and 8th place for 
student satisfaction with tutor feedback 
(Guardian University Guide 2016). 

Our success in league tables can be 
attributed to our tutorial system of 
teaching. Our students enjoy the benefits 
of one-to-one tuition with two expert 
supervisors throughout their degree, 
whilst also learning and developing 
alongside other research students in 
group seminars. An External Examiner 
for English Literature wrote in a recent 
report: ‘Students get the sort of attention 

here that most universities can only 
dream of providing’. 

Buckingham’s location also allows for 
easy access to books and materials in any 
of the major research libraries in Oxford, 
Cambridge, and London, as well as our 
own well-stocked library on campus. 

This MA degree is highly flexible with 
entry points in September, January, and 
July. The course can be studied full-time 
or part-time.

Programme Structure
During the first half of the programme 
you will work intensively on 
developing your research proposal 
and its theoretical and methodological 
underpinnings, on building a critically 
informed bibliography, and on a 
preliminary essay or chapter to be 
submitted for appraisal and feedback. 

In the second phase you will complete, 
under supervision, a substantial research 
dissertation (25,000-30,000 words) on 
a suitable subject in English literature 
situated somewhere in the period from 
1550 to the present day.
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Research Areas Research Areas
While we will consider thesis proposals 
in any field of literature from the Middle 
Ages to the present day, we particularly 
welcome applications to work in the 
following areas:

Dickens Studies and Victorian 
Culture

With links to the Dickens Museum and 
the Dickens Fellowship, Buckingham is 
the ideal place to further your interest 
in the inimitable Victorian novelist. The 
Drood Inquiry, which seeks to explore 
and collate responses to Dickens’s last, 
unfinished novel, launched last year and 
stands beside the pioneering ‘Dickens 
Journals Online’ project to digitise 
Dickens’s journalistic work, establishing 
us as one of the leading lights in Digital 
Humanities and Dickens Studies. 

Literary Journalism 

One of the few English Departments 
in the UK to offer a course on Literary 
Journalism at undergraduate level, 
Buckingham English combines practical 
expertise in Journalism with theoretical 
interest in its literary and historical 
underpinnings. 

Modern Poetry and Poetics

With a focus particularly on British 
twentieth-century poets, research within 
the Department has paid keen attention 
to the formal and critical attributes of 
contemporary poets such as Geoffrey Hill.

Twentieth-Century Modernist 
Writing

The significance and contemporary 
relevance of twentieth-century 
modernist literature forms an 
important dimension of the teaching at 

Buckingham. Research applications are 
welcomed within the areas of British, 
Irish, and American modernism.

Shakespeare

While Shakespeare remains the 
primary figure in English literature, 
awareness is rapidly building around 
his contemporaries and the context 
in which he was writing, as well as 
continued studies in modern responses 
on stage and film, providing a range of 
possibilities for students seeking to write 
upon this pervasive author.  

Diasporic Writing and Postcolonial 
Studies

English literature or literatures in 
English? Researchers within the 
department are interested in exploring 
the diversity of writing in English and its 
potential for provoking social change.
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Student Testimonials Fees, Scholarships and Entry Requirements

Scholarships
A First Class Scholarship is automatically 
awarded to both home and international 
students who have achieved a first 
class honours degree recognised to UK 
standard. The scholarship will reduce 
tuition fees by 33%.

A scholarship is automatically awarded to 
Buckingham undergraduate students who 
have achieved a 2:1 in their degree. The 
scholarship will reduce tuition fees by 25%.

The Paul E H Davis Award can reduce 
tuition fees for the MA in English Literature 
by up to £2,000. Application details and 
forms are available on request.

Application
We are as interested in your potential 
as in your current achievement, so we 
encourage all candidates to visit us.
 

Entry Requirements
The minimum entry level required for this 
course is as follows:
• a first- or second-class honours 

degree from a recognised university 
or

• a recognised professional qualification 
with relevant work experience 
 

Fees
Annual fees for 2015/16 are £7,140 
for home students and £13,020 for 
international students. All fees may 
be subject to annual increase (in 
September). Total tuition fees will vary 
if the degree spans more than one 
calendar year.

“The University of Buckingham’s MA in 
English Literature (by research) has been 
an extremely rewarding experience. 
The combination of self-directed work, 
dedicated supervision, and a lively group 
of like-minded researchers sets the 

course apart, and constitutes a clear step 
up from undergraduate study. As such, 
the MA prepares students considering 
a career in academia by providing them 
with a set of skills representative of those 
required to complete a PhD.

The library’s extensive resources are 
being strengthened constantly, and 
anything one needs which happens not 
to be on campus can be made available.

I highly recommend the course to 
prospective postgraduates who are 
looking for a challenge that never 
becomes a chore.”  
~James Oliver, current MA student

“A year full of archive trips, visiting as many 
research libraries as possible, a conference 
or two, and even the opportunity to 
interview one of the experts in the field; my 
MA gave me the chance to explore a new 
and exciting topic of my own choosing. 

The small and friendly English 
department at Buckingham meant that 
the MA programme combined the 
perfect mix of freedom to pursue my 
chosen area and the ability to consult 
academics and students alike. I 
remember being thrilled at a manuscript 
discovery, but I was even more delighted 
when I was able to share this at a 
research seminar and see that others 
shared my excitement too. 

My supervisor was fantastic, 
encouraging, and always willing to share 
his expertise. Supervisions were an 
exciting space to discuss and share ideas 
as the research project took shape. 

Thanks to the English department at 
Buckingham, what began as only an 
inkling developed into a research project 
full of discoveries far greater than I’d ever 
hoped existed. My MA gave me a taste for 
research and a chance to pursue a dream.”
~Sarah Waters, MA student 2013-14
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Admissions Enquiries
Claire Prendergast
Tel: +44 (0)1280 820204
Email: claire.prendergast@buckingham.ac.uk

Admissions Tutor (English Literature)
Professor Stefan Hawlin, BA, MA, DPhil
Email: englishliterature@buckingham.ac.uk

English Department
The University of Buckingham
Hunter Street
Buckingham
MK18 1EG


