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It is with deep regret that we have to announce the sudden death of                   
Professor Mike Cawthorne (Dean of Science and Postgraduate Medicine) on 
Tuesday 21st July 2015.  Mike was getting up early to fly to Munich on University 
business when he suffered a heart attack, consequently losing his life a few hours later. 
Mike was a  remarkable man, and the driving force behind the University’s Medical 
School, (which opened earlier this year). He is well remembered for his immense                 
ambition, and we are glad that he saw his dream come to life in the University of            
Buckingham Medical School, before he passed away. We send our deepest                           
condolences to Mike’s partner Liz, and his two sons, David and Mark, and step son Tim.  

 
Mike’s funeral will be held on Tuesday 4th August 11.30am at Oak Chapel,              
Crownhill Crematorium, Dansteed Way, Crownhill, Milton Keynes, MK8 0AH.  
 

A lunch will be held afterwards at The Tanlaw Mill, University of Buckingham, 
Hunter Street, Buckingham, MK18 1EG.  
 

If you are able to attend either, or both, parts of the day please could you let Anne or Lucy know on 
anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk or lucy.cato2@buckingham.ac.uk 

 

 
It is with great sadness that we announce the death of Gordon Goldberg, former 
Lecturer in Law, on 13th June 2015.  
 

Acting Vice-Chancellor Alistair Alcock has written a eulogy for Gordon, which can be read in full 
here: http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/latest-news/university-mourns-the-loss-of-gordon-
goldberg/  

 
Gordon’s widow, Kerry Goldberg, has asked for any donations to go to The National Trust, 
as Gordon enjoyed taking walks around various gardens, particularly The Manor at                 
Aylesbury.  

 

Kazumi Kuwahara, a current student on the Pathway to Law programme, was           
interviewed by the BBC last week.  Kazumi’s grandmother was in Hiroshima when the 
atomic bomb hit 70 years ago and Kazumi is very active in the campaign against all nuclear 
weapons.  The BBC will be marking the anniversary and, knowing of Kazumi’s efforts, asked for 
an interview here in Buckingham with her, and also with her mother and grandmother in                  

Japan.  The interview will be broadcast on the BBC News at 10 (o’clock) on Tuesday, 5th August. 
 

Alumni Newsletter 

Dear All,  

I am so sorry that we begin this newsletter with the 

news of the death of two wonderful academic staff 

members. Although Mr Goldberg has been living in 

Australia for the past few years I know that many of 

you have very fond memories of him and huge respect 

for the knowledge he gave to you.  

Professor Cawthorne’s death has been a huge shock to 

everyone on campus, and much further afield. A         

dynamic, energetic and extremely kind-hearted man, 

he will be hugely missed. His legacy will live on in the 

Medical School – we just wish he had had more time 

to enjoy it.  

                                                                         

Parties and events pale into insignificance after these 

losses, but we still hope that you will get in touch if 

you graduated between 1991-1995 as we would very 

much like to welcome you to the Alumni Reunion 

Dinner in London. It will also be an opportunity to hear 

Sir Anthony Seldon speak.  

In early November we will have a breakfast in London 

– confirmation of date, and details of speaker will be 

sent out next month.  

We very much hope to see you soon – and at the Duck 

Race too, if you are near Buckingham on the day!  

Best wishes,  

Anne 
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19th August—University of Buckingham Duck Race 

Time:  

Venue: The Tanlaw Mill, The University of Buckingham, 
Hunter Street, Buckingham, MK18 1EG 

Every year the University holds a Duck Race for students, alumni 
and the local  community.  The ducks are ‘raced’ down the River 
Great Ouse which runs through the campus, and a prize is given 
to the winning duck. It is a great University tradition and an opportunity to get together and have some fun, with all profit 
made going to charity.  

There is also a Best Dressed Duck competition and every year we get many fantastic and eccentric entries, so make sure to be 
creative with your rubber duck! Ducks are available to buy  from the Bookshop, SU Office and Santander on the Buckingham 
campus.  

8th October - 1991 – 1995 Reunion Dinner 

Time: 6.30pm – 10.30pm 

Venue: Church House, Dean’s Yard, Westminster, London, SW1P 3NZ 

Ticket Price: £55 
 

Please join us at Church House, Westminster, for the 1991-1995 Reunion Dinner.  

If you graduated from the University of Buckingham between 1991 and 1995, you are 
invited to attend this year’s reunion dinner. The evening will consist of a drinks reception 
on arrival, followed by a three course dinner. It will be a  wonderful chance to catch up 
with your fellow graduates, as well as current and former staff. A list of the names of 
those attending will be posted on the website. 

The University’s new Vice Chancellor, Sir Anthony Seldon, will be speaking at 
the event, giving an insight into his vision for  Buckingham in the coming years. 
His talk will be entitled: New Vision for Buckingham.  

If you have any photographs from your time at Buckingham that you would 
like us to share with other guests, we will be producing a small leaflet for the 
event and would appreciate it if you could send them over to Lucy at                           
lucy.cato2@buckingham.ac.uk. We do hope to see you there! 
 

To buy your ticket please click the link below. 

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/event/1991-1995-reunion-dinner/ 
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Alumni News 

University of Buckingham medical student Prashanth Sellathurai (2011 FIG World Cup Series             
Pommel Horse Champion), will be competing at the London Men’s Open Gymnstics Tournament at 
The Jean Brown Arena Redbridge Sports Centre, Barkingside on the 26th September. Prashanth 
will be using the tournament as a qualifying trial to try and make the Australian Worlds team, aiming 
to return to World Championships level for the first time since his shoulder surgery. Prashanth said: 
“Studying Medicine while competing at an international level is never easy, so I am very grateful for 
all the support and assistance I have received from the staff and professors of the University. They 
have done whatever they could to help me accommodate my studies and sporting career without 
either being affected.”  

 

Congratulations to Leandra Behrens (Journalism with English Literature, 2015) who has earned herself the position of  presenter on the 
Mercedes AMG Petronas weekly studio show. Well done Leandra, what a great achievement. Watch Leandra’s first show here:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
feature=player_embedded&v=0gxlsAwmYQY&utm_content=buffer44dc8&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_campaign=buffer 

 
 

Philipp Hunger (Communications, Media and Journalism 2013) made Olessa is wife on 12th 
June 2015, in his home town of Augsburg, Germany. Philipp has said the following about his 
day of celebrations: “It was a short, but lovely, ceremony at the registry office. We then had a great 
garden-summer-BBQ-party in our garden with lots of friends and family. The weather was simply   
perfect and everything went as we had imagined. It was also quite a  spontaneous idea. Olessa and I 
wanted to get married before our baby girl arrives in early September.” Many congratulations! 

 

Frank Lefley (Accounting and Financial Management 1997) has been busy writing a number of publications in recent years. However, 
his new book, 'The FAP model and its application in the appraisal of ICT projects' (published by Palgrave Macmillan), is of particular 
interest, as within it he mentions his time at The University of Buckingham. Congratulations on your success, Frank. 
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An Afternoon at Buckingham 

On Friday 24th July we held an afternoon event for all alumni on the University campus. It was a great opportunity for alumni to reconnect, as well as 

seeing all of the changes around the campus, including the new Medical School. The afternoon composed of a welcome afternoon tea, tour of the 

campus, drinks reception and buffet dinner. 

In typical English fashion, on the day of the event we experienced torrential rain that didn't let up. However, although we had to re-organise the tour of the 

campus and shorten it to just include Prebend House and the Medical School, the event went very well and thankfully nobody got too wet!  

We thoroughly enjoyed welcoming alumni back to the University, and look forward to hosting a similar event in the future.  

Eri Matsuoka (English 2012) and 

Randall Berbick (Law 2011), who met 

at the University, welcomed their son 

Luca on 23rd June 2015. Our 

congratulations go to them both. 

Linda Evans (Law 1994), and her 
husband Craig are very happy to 

announce the birth of their daughter 
Giovanna Abigail Ross, on 9th July 

2015. Many                                  
congratulations to them both on their 

new arrival.   

Jonathan Inwood (Business Studies 

2005) and his partner Lisa Anne-Marie 

Fuller brought their first child, 

daughter Ella Louise Faith Inwood, into 

the world on 5th September 2014. Our  

congratulations go to them on their new 

addition! 
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The University of Buckingham has come top in the HESA Graduate Employment             
Survey! Once more beating Oxford and Cambridge, Buckingham has come top at             
getting jobs for graduates, with a score of 98.1% (HESA). For more information about this 
achievement, please see: http://bit.ly/13XlQ5P  

 

The University of Buckingham School of Education has become the second HE department in 
the country to have its PCGE course accredited by the General Teaching Council Scotland (GTCS). For more             

information on this achievement, please see:  

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/latest-news/ipgce-wins-general-teaching-council-scotland-gtcs-accreditation/?
utm_content=buffer1a4d9&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_campaign=buffer 

 

Dr Adriano Aymonino (coordinator of undergraduate Art History) is holding an exhibition at Sir 
John Soane’s Museum in London. The exhibition is entitled ‘Drawn from the Antique: Artists & the                 

Classical Ideal’, and will be on display until 26th September. For more information about the exhibition, please see: 
http://carocommunications.com/drawn-antique-artists-classical-idea/ 

 

Lecture by Dr Lasic: Precious Elegance, Marie-Antoinette at Versailles, Tuesday 25 August, 
Chandos Road Building, 6.30pm. More than 200 years after her death Marie- Antoinette continues to 
fascinate a wide public. Known for her luxurious taste, she instigated many projects for her interiors at                
Versailles and the Petit Trianon, a small chateau located in the grounds of the Palace of  Versailles. Their 
delicate, classical designs were executed with astonishing craftsmanship and made a dazzling impression. 
In this lecture, Dr Lasic will offer a lavish and evocative visual narrative of Marie-Antoinette’s daily life at     
Versailles and will explore the  artistic legacy of the unfortunate Queen, who was execut-
ed for treason. 

 

Professor Paul Trayhurn, former Dean of Research Strategy and currently a Research Professor in the 

Clore Laboratory, is included in the 2014 Thomson Reuters list of world-wide highly cited researchers. 

What a great achievement! 

 

The University of Buckingham Catering Service is going public! All alumni are welcome to return to           
campus and enjoy the delicious food prepared on site by our amazing catering team.  If you are thinking of 
hosting an event in Buckingham, and are interested in hiring the University Refectory with food prepared by 
the Catering Department, this is also a service that they are now providing.  

Please check out their Facebook page to see their latest deals and mouth-watering dishes: 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-University-of-Buckingham-catering-department/1047781728581923 

For anyone interested in making bookings, please contact Vanessa at: 

 hospitality@buckingham.ac.uk 

 

In September, Professor Jim Rafferty will be cycling from Paris to Nice to help raise funds for Willen Hospice in Milton 

Keynes. His cycle ride from Paris to Nice will include ascending the two iconic alpine climbs of Alpe d’Huez and Mont Ventoux. He will be 

accompanied by 35 other cyclists from the North Bucks area and the journey of approximately 880 miles, has to be completed in eight days. 

Each rider is committed to raising a minimum of £1000 towards a total target of £100,000 for the Willen Hospice.   

Willen Hospice provides services to three primary Care Trusts in Milton Keynes, Bedfordshire and                     

Northamptonshire, with less than a quarter of its budgeted costs being met by the NHS. Seventy eight per 

cent of its costs need to be met from fundraising. 

If you would like to sponsor Jim you can do so simply and efficiently by visiting his just giving page at:                                                                    
https://www.justgiving.com/James-Rafferty1/ 
 
Whatever the amount, your support and generosity will be greatly appreciated. 

Other News 
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We love this photograph of a group of students posing with their football trophies. 

Do you know anyone in the photograph? Or know what event it was taken at or the year? 

 Please let us know, we love to hear from you. 

Photo Flashback 

Thank you to everyone who responded to the photograph 

from the July issue. With your help we have been able to 

identify a number of people within the photograph and 

can now archive it for future reference.  

Many of you have stated that the photograph was taken in 

1989, when Rupert Scrase returned as Student Union            

President. He is pictured here surrounded by his                      

committee and supporters of his campaign. Some other 

names we have received include:  

Rionda Deleveaux,  Ken Ume, Gavin Hamilton, Nick 

Gorsellis, Ben Marr, Bruce Galliford, Karl Verhulst, Daniella 

Haeems, Gail Lockhart, Ben Vickers, Elaine Wong. 

We appreciate your responses as they allow us to properly archive the photographs for future use.  

Please email any answers you have to Lucy, at lucy.cato2@buckingham.ac.uk 

This Month... 
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Anne Matsuoka 

Head of Alumni Relations & Graduation 

Tel:        +44 (0)1280 820338 

Email:     anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk 

 

 

Pam Lindsay 

Data Coordinator  

Tel:        +44 (0)1280 820133 

Email:     pam.lindsay@buckingham.ac.uk 

 

 

Lucy Cato 

Alumni & Graduation Office Administrator 

Tel:        +44 (0)1280 827522 

Email:     lucy.cato2@buckingham.ac.uk 

DFDS Seaways are offering a 10% discount to all current students and alumni! 

Book a DFDS Seaways ferry crossing from Newcastle to Amsterdam, Dover to Calais or 

Dover to Dunkirk and save 10% on the total cost with our alumni discount.  

For the Newcastle to Amsterdam route simply visit our dedicated discount page http://www.dfdsseaways.co.uk/student

-offers/ and the 10% reduction will automatically applied to your booking 

For Dover to France routes visit the above page and use the discount code ESTUD10 when booking your trip. 

If you have anything you would like to be included in the next update, please let us know. 

If you are accessing this via our website and would like to receive the alumni newsletter via email, please send 

your email address to alumni@buckingham.ac.uk and we will send the monthly newsletter to you directly. 

Offers for Alumni 

Felicty Roberts Holmes will be in Cyprus in August, and Jamie Lee-Brown will be attending two events in Hong Kong, 
also in August. For more information about their visits, including dates, times and locations, please take a look at           
the overseas visits page on the University website:  

http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/international/overseas-trips/ 

Overseas Visits 

We are excited to be reviving the University of Buckingham Mentoring System! If you 

are looking for career advice or guidance, then we may be able to help you by putting 

you in contact with one of our mentors. All mentors are University alumni, and we 

currently have mentors in the following areas:        

English Language Skills, Marketing, Psychology, Computing and Transport Planning. 

If you are interested in either getting in contact with one of our mentors or becoming 

a mentor yourself, please contact Lucy at lucy.cato2@buckingham.ac.uk to find out 

more. 
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