
FOUNDATION AND 
AcADemIc SkIllS



Our Department
Welcome to the Buckingham 
Foundation and Academic Skills 
Department. Our aim is to support 
you in your academic journey 
towards a degree at Buckingham in 
a diverse and encouraging learning 
environment.

We work closely with all Schools to 
ensure our Foundation programmes 
prepare you with the necessary 
academic, intellectual and practical 
skills for your chosen programme of 
study, be it in Business, Humanities, 
Law or Science.

You will become an independent 
learner who is prepared for 
university study, by experiencing all 
the teaching and learning methods 
used in British universities.

. 
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What We Offer

Furthermore, with our unique two-year 
degree programme, you can come 
to Buckingham and complete your 
foundation programme and your degree  
in just three years.

Our teaching methods 
Programmes last between one and 
four terms, depending on your existing 
qualifications. Class sizes are small, 
with a maximum of eight students for 
tutorial classes, assuring you of the close 
personal attention you need to help you 
to achieve your full potential.

You will experience all the teaching 
and learning methods used in British 
universities, such as lectures, seminars 

and tutorials. You will develop your 
listening and note-taking skills and learn 
how to take part in seminars and gain 
practice and training in the different  
kinds of assessment that are common 
in higher education. These include 
essays, reports, individual and group 
presentations, learning journals, project 
work and examinations. 

All our programmes are taught by 
Buckingham’s subject-specialist staff,  
so you will be part of university life 
from your first day. Classroom teaching 
is supported by a virtual learning 
environment which includes a wide 
variety of online learning resources.

Pastoral care 
We put a great emphasis on the pastoral 
care of our students. You will be allocated 
a personal tutor to help you with 
academic and non-academic issues and 
guide you successfully through to your 
undergraduate programme.

In-sessional support 
We also offer a range of Academic Skills 
modules tailored to help undergraduate 
and postgraduate students with writing 
skills, structuring course work, or with 
English language development, so 
that when you leave the Foundation 
Department you can continue to be 
supported with your academic work.

If you study with us, you can bridge the gap between your current qualifications and the knowledge 
and skills required for undergraduate programmes. Whether you have yet to achieve the necessary 
academic qualifications, or your English language is not yet at the required standard, we will help  
you to identify your needs and direct you towards the right programme for you. 
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Foundation Pathway
The Foundation Pathway allows both home and international students to prepare for undergraduate 
study in the Schools of Business, Humanities, Law or Science. Pathway is an ideal solution if your 
academic qualifications are not up to the standard required for direct entry.

If you have completed 12 years of study 
and have a good school leaving certificate 
and IELTS 6.0 or above, Pathway 
programmes are suitable for you. They 
are also suitable for you if you have 
completed 13 years of schooling but not 
quite achieved the results you need.

If you have not yet decided which degree 
choice is right for you, our Pathway 
programmes will also allow you to find  
out more about your learning strengths 
and explore some of the degree options  
at Buckingham. 

In the first term you will study core 
modules and in terms two and three you 
will choose specialist Pathway modules  
to help you prepare for your specific 
degree programme.

The Pathway core modules include:
 • English and Study Skills
 • Life and Institutions
 • Critical Thinking
 • English for Academic Studies
 • International Studies

There are 4 specialist modules for 
each Pathway programme:

Business/Economics Pathway
 • The Business Environment
 • Introduction to Economic Studies

Law Pathway
 • The English Legal System
 • Legal Writing and Research

Humanities Pathway
 • Britain since 1945: Changing Roles
 • Policy & Law of the European Union

Computing Pathway
 • Fundamentals of Computing
 • Introduction to Web Computing

Key information

Entry point(s): September  
and January

Length: 3 terms

Entry requirements: IELTS 6.0, 
minimum 12 years of education and  
a good school leaving certificate
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International Foundation 
Programme (IFP)
The International Foundation Programme (IFP) prepares international students 
for undergraduate study. It provides a bridge between school study in your home 
country and undergraduate study at a UK university. The programme combines 
English language and study skills, and prepares you for a degree in Accounting, 
Business or Economics.

IFP modules include:
 • Key Foundation Skills
 • English Communication Skills
 • Life and Institutions
 • Essential Computing Skills
 • English and Study Skills
 • Essential Mathematics
 • The Business Environment
 • Introduction to Economic Studies
 • Introduction to Financial Studies

Key information

Entry point(s): January

Length: 3 terms

Entry requirements: Minimum 
IELTS of 5.5. 

Extended IFP: If your IELTS is 5.0 
you can come to Buckingham in 
September and take a one-term 
intensive English language pre-
sessional course before starting 
your IFP in January.
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Pre-Sessional English Language 
Foundation Programmes
The Pre-Sessional English Language Foundation programmes aim to develop 
your English language skills to the required level for your degree course. These 
programmes are suitable for students progressing onto undergraduate or 
postgraduate degree programmes. 

You can expect to raise your English  
level by approximately 0.5 IELTS per  
term of study. You may be required to 
study an English programme if your 
English language level falls slightly  
below the entry requirement for your 
chosen degree.

Skills modules you will study include:
 • Reading and Writing
 • Speaking and Listening
 • English Communication Skills
 • Current Affairs

Key information

Entry point(s): January/April/July/
September

Length: Between 1-4 terms 
depending on level

Entry requirements: IELTS of 5.0
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Pre-Master’s for Business 
In conjunction with the Business School, we offer an intensive one term  
Pre-master’s course which will prepare you for your chosen postgraduate 
programme in the Business School.

It is designed to introduce you to core 
business and management subjects and 
also to develop your academic and English 
language skills. Our Pre-master’s is for  
you if your undergraduate degree is in 
a non-business related subject and/or 
you need to improve your study skills or 
academic English.

Our small group focus will help familiarise 
you with the ways of studying in UK 
Higher Education and also to manage 
the transition from undergraduate to 
postgraduate study successfully.

The modules you will study are:
 • Postgraduate Business Fundamentals
 • Postgraduate Academic skills
 • Advanced English for Business

Key information

Entry point(s): September

Length: One term

Entry requirements: A good
honours degree (2.2 or above) in a
business or non-business related
subject (professional qualifications
may be considered in the absence of
this requirement). IELTS 6.0 or above 
(or equivalent)



Programme Director  
(Foundation Pathway/IFP)
Joanna Leach, BSc (Aston), PGCE EFL/ESL 
(Birmingham), TEFL, MA (London)
Email: joanna.leach@buckingham.ac.uk 

Programme Director  
(English Foundation Pre-sessional)
Catherine Damon, BA Hons, MA (Sheffield), 
FAETC, CELTA
Email: catherine.damon@buckingham.ac.uk

Admissions enquiries
Bryony Norburn
Email: foundation-admissions@buckingham.ac.uk
Tel: +44 (0)1280 820297

more  
Information 

The University of Buckingham, Hunter Street, Buckingham, MK18 1EG, United Kingdom

 • Foundation and degree 
completed in just three years

 • Small, multicultural and 
friendly learning environment

 • Low staff-student ratio

 • Excellent tutorial support

 • Top for job prospects in The 
Guardian League Table 2014

 • Top for student satisfaction in 
the National Student Survey 
2006-2013

 • Guaranteed accommodation 
for new students

 • Conveniently located  
1 hour from London and  
40 minutes from Oxford

Why Buckingham? 
Top reasons to join us …

To apply directly for any of our courses and for the latest information  
on fees please go to www.buckingham.ac.uk/foundation 


