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Writing your Personal Statement for Masters 

 
Which? University have some great tips on writing personal statements.  
Check out these top tips for writing yours. 
 
 
1. Explain your reasons for wanting to study the course 

What motivates you to take this course?  
Mention how your interest developed, what you have done to pursue it or just 
demonstrate your enthusiasm for it. 

 
 

2. Answer the question ‘Why now…?’ 
A question mature students should address is why you've decided to change direction 
and apply to university at this particular point.  

 
 
3. Explain how you're right for the course you’ve chosen  

Provide evidence that you fit the bill – not only that you meet the selection criteria but also 
that you’ve researched the course and understand what studying the subject at 
postgraduate level will involve, and that you are prepared for this.  
 
 

4. Demonstrate your personal progression 
For a college leaver it's easy to show that the next step is a degree in a subject that’s 
relevant to what they have already been learning. But it's just as important for mature 
applicants to show a sense of progression from their varied work, study or personal 
experiences, to show admissions tutors that their next natural step is into a relevant 
degree. 

 
 
5. How is the course relevant to your chosen career 

Reflecting on relevant experience or observation will be essential for some professional 
courses where, in effect, you’re applying for the career as well as the course 
 
 

6. Can you demonstrate transferable skills? 
Yes you can – and admissions tutors will want to hear about them. It could be your ability 
for working independently, teamwork, good time management, problem-solving, 
leadership, listening or organisational skills. 
 

 
7. Understand the time commitments of degree study  

Show your understanding of what studying a full- or part-time degree would entail. This 
can be done by knowing what goal you are hoping the degree will lead to, but it can also 
be addressed head on, by demonstrating your awareness of the pressures and 
commitment needed and your readiness and ability to see the degree through. 
 
 

8. Keep it positive 
It can be difficult to get going with your personal statement, but don’t panic. Start with your 
strengths, focus on your enthusiasm for the course and talk positively about yourself. 
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