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GRADUATION – SEPTEMBER 2010 
 
Welcoming address by the Vice-Chancellor, Dr Terenc e 
Kealey, MA (Cantab), DPhil (Oxon) 
 
Today we are installing Lord Tanlaw as our fourth Chancellor. We 
received our Royal Charter in 1983, when we installed our first 
chancellor, Lord Hailsham. In 1992 we installed our second, 
Margaret Thatcher, in 1998 our third Sir Martin Jacomb, and now 
in 2010 our fourth, Simon Tanlaw. 
 
We are a tiny institution yet no-one can doubt that our chancellors 
are of vast distinction. Lord Hailsham was not just our chancellor, 
he was also for a total of twelve years the Lord High Chancellor of 
Great Britain, sitting in the Cabinet, presiding over the judiciary, 
and chairing the sittings of the House of Lords.  
 
Margaret Thatcher was arguably our greatest prime minister since 
Churchill, and she rescued our nation by recovering the 
commanding heights of the economy from Whitehall and by 
returning them to the private sector.  
 
Sir Martin Jacomb was a distinguished barrister who became an 
even more distinguished businessman, eventually to become the 
chairman of the Prudential Corporation and of Canary Wharf 
amongst other major companies. He became our Chancellor after 
he had warned of the dangers to academic freedom of 
governments funding higher education and science. 
 
We are here today to install Lord Tanlaw, and we will find a later 
opportunity to recognise and thank his predecessor for all that he 
has done for us, but let me here say that Sir Martin was a 
wonderful Chancellor and that we will never cease to be grateful 
for all that he and his wife Evelyn have done for us.  
 
Yet there would not have been an ‘us’ but for Simon Tanlaw, 
because it was he who in 1974 provided the money by which we 
could open. It costs money to open a university, and it was in 1974 
that Lord Tanlaw gave us £1 million, when £1 million was a lot of 
money. Since then we have received other donations from other 
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donors, some of whom are here today including Mr John Fairbairn, 
thanks to whom we have reopened History of Art, Miss Jane 
Warren, whose family gave us the Chandos Road Building, Dr 
Paul Davies who supports studentships in the humanities, Mr 
Dean Miah who is helping scholarships in Bangladesh and Mr 
Peter Thorogood who is helping the Law School and who is a 
former High Sheriff. Yet without that initial sum the University of 
Buckingham would have been stillborn. 
 
By his membership of the governing Council, Lord Tanlaw then 
helped lead the growth our infant university, and by his 
chairmanship of our Buildings Committee he set our aesthetic 
ethos. Everybody who visits the campus today remarks on how 
lovely it is, and it was Lord Tanlaw who inspired the original 
architectural vision from which we have not since deviated.  
 
Lord Tanlaw was born as Simon Mackay to a distinguished family 
that has long traded with the Far East. His father was Kenneth 
Mackay, the 2nd Earl of Inchcape, who was born in Calcutta. His 
mother was Leonora Margaret Brooke, the daughter of Sir Charles 
Vyner Brooke, who was the last White Rajah of Sarawak, and who 
was married to the Ranee Sylvia. 
 
The White Rajahs, who were an English family called Brooke, 
carved out - over a century between the mid 1800s to the mid 
1900s - a private kingdom on Borneo, which was incomparably 
better ruled than its neighbours; the Brookes are still remembered 
with respect and affection on the island.   

Simon Mackay was educated at Eton College but he then returned 
to Malaya, serving there between 1952 and 1954 as a second 
lieutenant with the XII Royal Lancers. Afterwards he proceeded to 
Trinity College Cambridge, where he had fun: he installed a 
telescope in the College’s Great Court and he was elected the 
president of the College’s Beefsteak Club, an 18th century dining 
club. He was also elected as the president of the Caledonian or 
Scottish Club. 

On leaving Cambridge Simon Mackay (as he was then still called) 
worked for the family firm, Inchcape plc, initially in India, before 
returning to the UK to be one of its chief executive officers. But 
Simon was politically active, and he was held in such respect that 
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in 1971 he became a Liberal working peer as Baron Tanlaw of 
Tanlawhill in the County of Dumfries.  

As a working peer Lord Tanlaw had to leave his Inchcape 
directorships, but in 1973 he created the Fandstan Electric Group 
Ltd, a railway and engineering company that now employs over 
1,000 people worldwide. He appears in The Sunday Times Rich 
List, which I mention only to highlight his genius as a 
businessman, because his is a wholly self-made fortune as he had 
already given us the bulk of his capital in 1974. Indeed, he himself 
is prouder of the fact that he has been included in Management 
Today’s list of the top 100 entrepreneurs of the last 4 years.  

And we need entrepreneurs at Buckingham. Thanks in no little part 
to the help we received from Sir Martin Jacomb, this University is 
flourishing as never before and educating more students than ever 
before, and we’ll appreciate some entrepreneurial expertise from 
Lord Tanlaw as we finance and manage our expansion.   

In 1976 Simon married Rina Siew Yong from Malaysia. They have 
a daughter, Asia, who is here today with her husband Andrew, and 
a son, Brooke. From an earlier marriage Simon has a son, James, 
who is also here today with his wife Anne-Marie, and two 
daughters, Iona and Rebecca. Simon Tanlaw now sits in the 
House of Lords as a crossbencher, where he campaigns over 
Daylight Saving Time, energy conservation, and the environment.  

By agreeing to become our Chancellor, Simon Tanlaw reconnects 
us with our roots, as he is one of the few survivors of our original 
governing body. Max Beloff has long since died, sadly, and Ralph 
Harris died recently, and that too was very sad, but Lord Tanlaw is 
still with us.  

So it is lovely to report that his election as Chancellor was greeted 
with an extraordinary outpouring of delight worldwide, and that we 
were inundated with a torrent of e mails of pleasure from alumni, 
former and current members of staff, and former and current 
members of council. When I told Simon this, he said that he had 
assumed he had been forgotten, which is reflection of his modesty 
but which also reflects, I have to say, a rare lapse of judgement on 
his part. We at Buckingham are like the Americans, and our 
founding fathers and their motives and wishes still live for us.   
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All great universities obssess on their founders though some, I 
have to acknowledge, take it too far. As everybody knows, 
University College London was founded in 1826 by Jeremy 
Bentham, and his body has been stuffed, and it is displayed in a 
case in the College’s South Cloisters. The body is, moreover, 
regularly seated at meetings of the College’s Council, where Mr 
Bentham is recorded as having been present but not having voted. 
I’m sure we wouldn’t go so far but when Mr Tom Merrick, who with 
Mrs Pat Smith has organised this ceremony so well, measured 
Simon for his gown, I did ask Tom discreetly to preserve the 
measurements just in case we wanted our own founder’s body to 
be one day displayed in a case in Yeomanry House.  

Professor John Clarke is another rare survivor from those early 
days, having been the first academic to have been appointed by 
Max Beloff and having been our founding Admissions Tutor. He is 
now our Secretary to Council, University Orator and official 
chronicler, as he has been commissioned to write our history. How 
lovely that it will be he who today speaks to our honorary 
graduands. 

Since 1983 this university has had four chancellors, four vice 
chancellors, five chairmen of council, and six chairmen of the 
finance and general purposes committee. Some of those are 
present here today including Mrs Chloe Woodhead, the current 
chairman of Council, and Mr Robert Tomkinson, her predecessor. 
Mr Ian Plaistowe the current chairman of the finance and general 
purposes committee, and two of his predecessors Mrs Gillian 
Miscampbell and Mr John Cunningham, are also here today, as 
are a number of current members of Council including Mrs Sophia 
Bergqvist, Dr Ruprecht von Heusinger, and Mr Andrew Peake, as 
well as former members including Miss Joan Hall and the 
honourable Rupert Carington, who is a former High Sheriff of the 
County.  

All these people give their time and expertise for nothing because 
we are all engaged in something bigger than ourselves. Few things 
can be more important than education, and universities attract 
nobly minded folk. The motive behind helping universities can 
perhaps be summarised by a phrase from the Collect for Peace in 
the Common Prayer Book, and because – thanks to kindness of 
the Rector the Reverend Pearson-Gee – we are in this lovely 
church, I think it’s an appropriate place to quote it:- “Oh God who 
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art the author of peace and lover of concord, in knowledge of 
whom standeth our eternal life, whose service is perfect freedom.” 
Whose Service is Perfect Freedom. Service to a university may not 
confer perfect freedom but it does confer an element of the 
sublime, and we are fortunate to attract the sort of supporter who 
respects the sublime.   

Also here today, and also giving their time for nothing, are Ms 
Suzanna Tomassi and the other elected members of the University 
of Buckingham Alumni Association, whose annual meeting is 
taking place here this afternoon, and to whose question and 
answer session and forum, starting at 3.00 pm this afternoon, 
chaired by Lord Tanlaw himself, you are all invited. The forum is 
entitled “Government Intervention: Friend or Foe?” and it will be 
addressed by Mrs Alison Phillips, Ms Patricia Morgan and Ms Sara 
Sutcliffe, who are all donating their expertise, for which we thank 
them. 

Many of us believe that education is too important to be entrusted 
to government intervention, and many of us also believe that the 
western world is built on independent institutions - and institutions 
don’t come much more independent than Buckingham. So Simon 
Tanlaw, you are now the head of our University, one of the most 
independent institutions of higher education in the western world, 
and to repeat the greeting of the Chair of Council, and on behalf of 
Convocation, I welcome you to the Chancellorship, I welcome 
Lady Tanlaw to the highest echelon of the family of the University 
of Buckingham, and we all look forward to working with you both 
over your tenure.  

 

Dr Terence Kealey 
4 September 2010 

 


