
1 
 

 

GRADUATION 2015 

Presentation speech for Bernie Marsden for the honorary degree of 

Master of Arts of the University honoris causa 

 

Chancellor, over the centuries, Buckingham has been the birth place of 

many famous people. The list is remarkably wide ranging and includes 

the actress Gillian Blake, the theologian William Goode, the cricketer 

Wyndham Hazleton, the politician Francis Ingoldsby, the architect 

George Gilbert Scott and the speed skater John Tipper. Today, 

however, there can be little doubt that the best known of all is our 

honorand - the rock and blues singer and guitarist, Bernie Marsden. 

To most people in Buckingham, Bernie Marsden is synonymous with 

Whitesnake, the hard rock band he joined in 1978, playing on eight 

albums, from Snakebite to Saints and Sinners. He wrote or co-wrote 

many of the group’s hit songs, such as Here I Go Again. Following his 

departure from Whitesnake, he formed a new band which later became 

Bernie Marsden’s Alaska, which released two rock albums, Heart of the 

Storm and The Pack. More recently, he has been involved in some 

unusual projects, notably two engagements at the National Theatre for 

Nickolas Hytner’s productions of Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale and 

Henry V. In 2012, he performed at the premier of Rock of Ages, starring 

Tom Cruise and featuring the Whitesnake hit ‘Here I Go again on my 

Own.’ He has also produced a blues documentary, A Day in the Delta. 

Bernie Marsden’s new album, ‘Shine’ was released in August 2014, 

reaching the number 1 spot on the iTunes blues chart. The album 
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features guitarist Joe Bonamassa, playing on the title track and a 

reworking of the Whitesnake, Trouble.  

 

Bernie has always maintained his links with Buckingham and the 

surrounding area. Between 2004 and 2008 he organised three charity 

events – called Party in the Paddock – in Tingewick. The musicians 

attending included Roger Daltrey of The Who. A total of £84k was raised 

and donated to cancer and kidney disease charities. 

 

Bernie has recorded so many songs that it is hard to single out a 

particular line that sums him up. I think, however, that there may be a 

few pointers as to where he stands. As a Buckingham man his heart is 

clearly in the country; after all, he tells us that there ‘Ain’t no love in the 

heart of the city.’ Perhaps more controversially, I think he may even 

share this university’s reservations about the effectiveness of the public 

sector: ‘You know the sun don’t shine from the city hall, woman, to the 

county line.’ Perhaps best of all, he has a message for our students who 

are graduating today: 

 

Do you remember 

 Standing on the shore, 

 Head in the clouds 

 Your pockets filled with dreams 

 Bound for glory 

 On the seven seas of life 

 But the ocean is deeper than it seems 
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And of course, he is playing at our Graduation Ball tonight. 

 

Chancellor, I call upon you to confer on Bernie Marsden, Rock legend 

and Tingewick resident, the degree of Master of Arts, honoris causa. 

 

 

Professor John Clarke, MA, DPhil 

21 March 2015 


