
Over the last three
months every British
university (save one)
has been disrupted
or threatened with
disruption by strike
action. The strikes
have been led by
academic staff in
pursuit of higher pay.

The strikers have been refusing to set
and mark papers, which has upset tens
if not hundreds of thousands of students
who have feared that, after their years of
study, they would not get degrees.

Last week it was announced that the
unions and the Vice Chancellors had
finally agreed on a pay package (13 per
cent increase in salaries over the next
three years) and the students have
entered the exam halls relieved that their
papers will indeed be marked.

And which is the one university in Britain
where the very idea of strike action is
inconceivable? Yup, Buckingham.

This year's university strikes have been
disgraceful. For lecturers and professors,
who are meant to be mentors to their
students, to threaten those students'
degrees, speaks of the degradation of
the state universities in Britain. And the
fact that the state universities negotiate
as one, with national pay scales being
imposed universally irrespective of the
differences between universities, speaks
further of the loss of individuality of the
state universities (just as they, in their
turn, fail to treat their students as
individuals).

Buckingham, as Britain's only
independent university, was founded to
protect students against such
degradations and losses - and as the
last three months has shown, it has. So
if you are returning for our
‘‘Homecoming Weekend’’ 29th  - 30th
July this summer (and I hope you are)
you'll find we are all present and correct.

Dr Terence Kealey
Vice-Chancellor

Professor John Clarke

Some time ago, I read a book called Thirty
Years at St Andrews. It was one of the
most boring books I have ever read. I now
realise that it is more than thirty years
since I first became involved with the
University of Buckingham. Whatever else
they may have been my Thirty Years at
Buckingham have not been boring. One
evening in November 1974, I met Max
Beloff, a Fellow of my Oxford College, on a
train from London. Max told me about the
Buckingham project and my interest was
aroused. A few days later, he invited me to
apply for a job – or rather two (the usual
Buckingham way). I was appointed as a
Lecturer in History and Dean of
Admissions. Just before Christmas I moved
into my first office – in Brewery House in
Castle Street. I was with Max and his
deputy, Charles Vereker, on a snowy
January morning in 1975, when we took
possession of Yeomanry House. We must
have looked a strange trio: me in the
curious fashion of the 1970s – flared
trousers, kipper tie and other horrors –
Charles in a smart black overcoat with a
velvet collar and Max wearing a knitted
balaclava helmet. He had an elegant mind
but cared little for externals.

As Dean of Admissions, my job was to
recruit some students – it wasn’t easy but
then it never has been. Here I confess to
my first act of disobedience – there have
been others but not many. Charles gave me
the text of an advertisement so carefully
worded that it was almost impossible to
understand what it actually meant. It
implied that there was a possibility –
though no more – that the University
College at Buckingham might open to
teach students at some unspecified date in
the future.

With the rashness of youth, I changed the
text to say that UCB would be taking
students in January 1976. I still think that I
was right.

When I came to Buckingham, there were
already a number of staff around –
including the Librarian, John Pemberton,
the Registrar, Larry Wilson, the Professor
of Law, John Hall, Professor Alan Brook
and the Clerk of Works, Arthur Nightingale
– who always wore a black homburg hat. In
the course of the year we were joined by
the redoubtable Caryl Ramsden as Pro-
Vice Chancellor (Administration). Caryl
moved into Willowbank when it was ready
– working tremendously hard, telling stories
of his various diplomatic postings – ‘When
I was Number 2 in Addis ,,, ‘ and
dispensing and consuming enormous
amounts of Famous Grouse whisky. He
was later joined by Ralph Yablon – who gave
us most of the Hunter Street site. He told
me that it had cost him £78,000 – a very
good investment. Perhaps the atmosphere
in 1975 was a bit like that of the ‘Phoney
War’ period of 1939-40. We could not really
believe that things would ever get serious.
But they did – when the students arrived.

Although we have always had interesting
members of staff, it is really the students
that make Buckingham what it is – they are
the ones who stop it from being boring. To
begin with there were not many of them –
but what they lacked in numbers they more
than made up for in character. Buckingham
was highly controversial at the beginning –
there were lots of people in the academic
world and elsewhere who thought that it
just could not succeed and did not want it
to. Precisely because we were so different
we attracted people who were also
different – some were a trifle eccentric,
some very clever, others rather less so. I
remember them so well – Anna Bramwell,
Paul Seligman, Paddy Kealing, Nigel
Hawkins, Mary Ray, Chris Owen and many
more. On the whole they worked quite
hard, perhaps not as hard as my pupils in
Oxford but they were tremendous fun to
teach and to be with. I remember a
wonderful debate on the death penalty.
Nigel Hawkins spoke for and Paul
Seligman spoke against. When Nigel had
finished his speech, Paul got up and said
‘Well, he would say that wouldn’t he; did
you know that his family makes ropes?

(Continued on page 3)
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My work to date
this year has been
increasingly
involved in the
burgeoning alumni
country groups
that are beginning
to spring up
around the world.
This is a very
exciting time for
Buckingham and
the enthusiasm
and effort with

which our alumni, and current students
from around the world, are taking up the
challenge is a huge opportunity. We are
beginning to see and discuss endless
possibilities of making the alumni network
so much stronger and even more vital to
the core well-being of the University.

Vital communication with the Marketing
Department has meant that we are able to
co-ordinate visits overseas by lecturers and
staff with alumni events. From those
meetings, encouragement is given, and
received, regarding the forming of a
country group. While in some cases this
may not happen immediately (for various
reasons - the size of a country; time
constraints on alumni etc), we are finding
that there is much more interest in
formalising groups than we have seen
previously.

With more interaction with current students
taking place as well, we are often finding
people who are keen to be involved before
they have left Buckingham and this is, of
course, a huge advantage. In fact some of
our Japanese students have even built the
front page of a Japanese alumni group
website in their own language, and we
hope that it won't be too long before this is
online. Hopefully this will encourage other
countries to do the same, where
appropriate.

Our Nigerian students are also bubbling
over with ideas for events and groups
within Nigeria (one group would not be
enough in a country so large) and are
working closely with the group already in
Nigeria. All of them realise, as do many
alumni around the world, the vital
importance of networking - before finals as
well as after!

In countries such as India, Pakistan, China
and the USA it would be impossible to have
one country group, but we are open to
ideas and perhaps e-groups are a way
forward?  We are doing what we can to
encourage, support and help, but we do
need your help. If a constitution is written
(as long, or as short, as you wish!)
following the "Country Group Guidelines"
on www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumnet then no
one need serve a term longer than 

wanted, if indeed a constitution is the way
you wish to go.

You will also find a list of people on that
weblink who have given their contact
details for their countries. They may not
yet be formalised groups, but with help
from you, it need not be long and we could
then work together to promote, recruit and
fundraise for Buckingham.

In this, our 30th year, we are hopeful that
there will be many events around the world
to celebrate the fact that we are still going
strong - we are evolving, and we are
looking forward to a future of expansion
and innovation. None of this can be done
without you. Your help and support is vital
to Buckingham and I promise you that we
appreciate it so much when you spread the
word to family and friends and bit by bit we
manage, together, to keep the only
independent university in the UK alive
......... and kicking!

I do SO hope to see you at the
"Homecoming Weekend" on 29/30 July.
Perhaps we can talk Country Groups!  I
always love putting you in touch with each
other!

Anne Matsuoka
Tel: +44 (0)1280 820338
Email:
anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk
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Dear All,

Hope you’ll
enjoy reading
this issue of
the magazine
dedicated to
the 30th
Anniversary
of the
University. Yes,
we are already
30 years old
and to
celebrate this

we have organised a ‘’Homecoming
Weekend’’ 29th –30th July 2006 and we
hope to see you all back at Buckingham.
On the centre spread of this issue you can
find a 4 page pull-out containing detailed
information on all the events lined up for
you during the ‘’Homecoming Weekend’’.
During the first day of the weekend,
Saturday 29th July, all the different
Schools of the University will be hosting an
event just for you – our alumni and your
families! The first day of the weekend will
finish with the ‘’30th Anniversary
Awards’’ ceremony. To celebrate the 30th
birthday of the University, we would ask
you to vote for the person you feel has
made the greatest contribution in each of
the following categories to the University’s
first 30 years: Teaching staff, Support
staff and Alumni. For more information on
‘’30th Anniversary Awards’’ and on ways
to vote you can log on to AlumNet as soon
as you can or follow the link

https://extranet.buckingham.ac.uk/alumnet/
anniversaryVote.aspx.

On the following day,
Sunday 30th July,
you’ll have a free
morning to do
whatever you feel like
doing. Then at 12:00
noon there will be a
Picnic in Stowe
School (South Front
Lawn) followed, from
14:00 onwards, by
volleyball, cricket
and croquet. For
those who prefer a
more leisurely

afternoon, walks around Stowe School
grounds can be arranged.

In addition, on the same web pages you
will find information on accommodation
for you and your families as well as
childcare facilities, if required, throughout
your stay at Buckingham.

The historic Tanlaw Mill

The University of Buckingham is the only
university independent of direct
government support in the United Kingdom
and has used its independence to pioneer
a distinctive approach to higher education.

It is small but very friendly with a diverse
mixture of nationalities and cultures where
almost everyone knows everybody. I hope
you have all had (some of you might still
do) wonderful experiences here and are
proud of being part of it all.

Clore laboratory, Beloff accommodation
and lawn

Hope the pictures in my article would bring
back sweet memories of your time at
Buckingham and would encourage you to
come to the ‘’Homecoming Weekend’’, to
meet up with a lot of past and current staff
members and students, friends and
generally have a great time! For
information on Attendees, please follow
the link
https://extranet.buckingham.ac.uk/alumnet/
events-anniversary06-names.aspx. This list
is constantly being updated as more and
more people sign up.

See you all there!

Yours,
Iva G. Netzova (LLM '05)
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820230
Email: iva.netzova@buckingham.ac.uk 
www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumnet Get
connected!

Iva’s News

Yeomanry House



Beware academic alligators
Written by Dr Terence Kealey, this article
looks at the loss of 'exempt' status for
universities as a result of the new Charities
Bill. He argues for the abolishment of the
higher education funding councils, who
would be the Principal Regulators of
universities under the new bill, and he
argues that all universities should be
exposed to the regulation of the Charities
Commission and the competition of the
market.
The Times 8 March

Magical Pollock is peerless among the
M&A artists
The subject of this story is Buckingham
alumnus, Adam Pollock (LLB '81) who is
head of the sales team for small and mid-
sized companies at broker Teather
Greenwood. One investment banker
explains, "He doesn't invent the deals, but
he makes them happen - and that's quite a
magical skill."
The Rainmaker 19 March

Betrayal of our students
This is an article by Professor Anthony
O'Hear on the current situation in state
higher education. He comments, "critical in
university teaching is not the bald number
of contact hours, but what happens in
them". There is also growing pressure on
academics to "publish more and teach
less". He concludes that as fees go up,
both UK and overseas students are likely to
vote with their feet, with "disastrous effects 
for our culture and economy".
London Evening Standard 18 April

Showing the real image of Africa to the
world
This is an article about June Arunga (LLB
'06) and her work to present the 'real
image of Africa to the world'. June
travelled around Africa during the making
of The Devil's Footpath, a BBC
documentary, which 'opened her eyes to
the realities of life' on that continent.
DailyNation.com 23 April

Insurance industry...Next investment
level?
Peter Monye (LLB '85) talks about the
insurance industry in Nigeria and plans to
reform it. Peter is Managing Director of
Lion of Africa, an insurance company in
Nigeria.
This Day 25 April

Pat on back for university staff
An article about Shirley Phillips and Julie
Cakebread reaching their thirtieth year of
employment at Buckingham. Professor
Clarke is also mentioned as having been
here for just over 30 years.
Buckingham and Winslow Advertiser;
Brackley and Towcester Advertiser 14
April

Bank of Ghana appoints new Deputy
Governor
News that Dr Mahamadu Bawumia
(Economics '87) has been appointed
Deputy Governor for the bank of Ghana.
Ghanaweb.com 31 May

Fidelity expands investment team in
India with key appointments
News that two of our alumni, Rajesh Singh
(Business Studies’ 88) and Sameer 

Kulkarni (MSc Business Economics '97)
have been appointed new fund managers
at Fidelity Fund Management 
Private Limited. Rajesh transfers to Fidelity
in Hong Kong as the fund manager of
Fidelity's new equity fund and Kilkarni joins
Fidelity to manage their Fixed Income
portfolio.
HindustanTimes.com 25 February

Breaking the mould in Notting Hill and
beyond
This is an article about Buckingham
alumnus Johnny Sandelson (BA History
'89). Johnny is a successful property
developer and has started a company
called GuestInvest, a scheme in which
companies buy a hotel room to use for up
to 52 nights of the year, and then rent out
for the remaining days of the year, netting
50% of the income. His philosophy is, "you
should back what you know."
Financial Times 4 February

Zuraidah Atan appointed Director of
NCB Holdings
News that Buckingham alumnus, Zuraidah
Atan (LLB '84) has been appointed Director
of NCB Holdings Bhd.
Bernama.com 22 February

Three into two can go at university
Professor Chris Woodhead answers a
question about whether the government's
proposed two year degrees will be good
value. He mentions Buckingham, where
the two-year degree has been running
successfully for 30 years, and notes the
financial benefits such a system can bring
to the student.
The Sunday Times 23 April
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(Continued from page 1)
I still find it hard to believe that it is really
thirty years since those days. The time has
passed so quickly. I have served six
Principals and Vice-Chancellors – Max
Beloff, Alan Peacock, Michael Barrett,
Richard Luce, Bob Taylor and Terence
Kealey. There have also been long periods
of acting Vice-Chancellors – Peter Watson
and Robert Pearce. All have made
tremendous contributions to the University.
Other staff have been wonderful too;
Lawrence Watson, Pat Howe, George
Lehmann, Philip James, Hilary
Brumwell,Valerie Sanders, Philip Petit,
Andrew Durand, David Pendrill and Mary
Skinner come to mind, but there have been
many more. They have been splendidly
supported by the students’ true best
friends, the Departmental Secretaries – like
Angela Brown and Linda Waterman. It is
good that Angela and Linda are still at the
University, together with other long serving
staff such as Mike McCrostie, Martin
Ricketts, Jane Ridley and Norman Barry.
We must not forget the very important work
of the domestic staff – past and present – 

Anthony de Rothschild (AdR) Building

of people in Buildings and Maintenance
and in the Post Room.They have played a
splendid pastoral role from the very
beginning. Many are still in contact with
students from the early years and hope to
see them at the ‘‘Homecoming Weekend’’
on 29th and 30th July 2006.

I am now in the ADR – my eighth office
since coming to Buckingham. They have to
move me now and then because my room
gets so untidy. In addition to my spell as
Dean of Admissions, I have been a 

lecturer, Senior Lecturer, Reader and
Professor of History. I was Dean of
Humanities for a while and in 2002,Terence
asked me to become Secretary of Council
and – when Alistair Alcock left last summer
- I became Acting Deputy Vice-Chancellor.
When I came to Buckingham I had two
jobs; I now have three. Next term I shall be
teaching ‘The Rise of the Dictators’,
‘Intervention, Free Trade and
Protectionism’, ‘The Cold War’, preparing
for the new MA in Global Affairs, helping
my research students with their theses and
getting on with my work as Editor of
Records of Buckinghamshire. I have
written a few books and articles in my time
at Buckingham. I wish there had been
more, but I think I have been quite busy. I
have never for one moment regretted my
talk with Max on the train back in 1974.

John Clarke
Professor of History & Secretary to
Council
International Studies Department
Email: john.clarke@buckingham.ac.uk
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Hilary Drain Receives the
Queen's Counsel
Designation 

Hilary Drain (LLB
'81) received the
Queen's Counsel
designation in
December 2005 in
Canada. Since
1988 she has been
employed as a
Crown Prosecutor
working for the

Office of the Attorney General and has
appeared at all levels of the Courts in
N.B (New Brunswick).

Henry C.W. Nisser (LLB ’00)
joins Hodgson Russ

Our congratulations
go to Henry C.W.
Nisser (LLB ’00)
who has joined the
firm Hodgson Russ
LLP as attorney in
the Corporate &
Securities Practice
Group on 25 May
2006. Mr. Nisser will
practise from the
firm’s New York
office.

Lorren Wilson (LLB ’94)
joins Cox Hallett Wilkinson
(CHW) 

We would like to
congratulate
Lorren Wilson
(LLB ’94) on joining
the Partnership of
Cox Hallett
Wilkinson (CHW)
Barristers and
Attorneys in
Berbuda on 1
January 2006.

Nukhbah Langah (BA
English Literature ’97) and
Her Life After Leaving
Buckingham

I left the University of Buckingham in
1997 after completing a BA (Hons) in
English Literature. The following year, I
joined the University of Warwick for a
one year Masters in Colonial & Post-
colonial Literatures. I spent the next two
years figuring out what to do in life and
eventually returned to Pakistan in the
year 2000 to help my father run a family
business for two years.

After getting married in the year 2002
and having a beautiful daughter, Suvail, I
stopped working and decided to resume
my academic career. My husband and
parents encouraged me and I joined the
School of English at the University of
Leeds to read for a PhD in 2004.

Nukhbah Langah’s daughter 
Suvail

When the University Alumni Office
contacted me for a brief message for
‘The Independent’, it was hard for me to
believe that I had left Buckingham ten
years ago. The worse was summarizing
those ten years of my life and reminding
myself what I had achieved. I think,
reflecting back on those undergraduate
years, I could never have faced the
challenges of life if I had not learnt what
I did in Buckingham. I have lost contact
with most of my friends and teachers but
I would like to convey to them that they
still bear a special place in my heart. I
could have never achieved most things
without their love and moral support
which gave me the confidence to move
forward in life.

I am in the third year of my PhD now
and hope to accomplish this degree by
the year 2008. I still need to resolve the
mystery of where I will eventually settle
in life and start my professional career. I
might return to Buckingham one day just
to revive my nostalgia and introduce my
daughter and husband to my first home
in the UK.

Nukhbah Langah, The School of
English, University of Leeds
‘’ Nukhbah, we hope to see you and your
family at the ‘’Homecoming Weekend’’! 

You Can’t Keep the Best
Students Away from
Buckingham 

Dr Charles Henn L.Arts, (Buckingham),
M.Sc.Econ (LSE-London), LL.M.,Ph.D
(Cambridge) is returning to us almost
exactly 30 years after his arrival as one
of the first University College at
Buckingham students, this time to teach
on the new MA course in Global Affairs
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/internation
al/postgrad/taught/global-affairs.html.

After stints studying at the London
School of Economics, at Cambridge
University, and latterly teaching and
advising at the University of Birmingham,
at the International University in
Thailand, and at Pittsburg State
University, Dr Henn has decided that he
likes Buckingham best of all. We have
even had to explain to some of our
younger colleagues that in Dr Henn’s
impressive list of qualifications, the
L.Arts stands for the Licence; the
Bachelors degree awarded to graduates
before the conferral of the Royal Charter
allowed the newly formed University of
Buckingham to award its own degrees
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/facts/history/.

That L. does not just stand for a
milestone in English higher education; it
also reminds us of an act of courage on
the part of our founding fathers, and of
great faith among those early students,
who trusted their judgement enough to
come to a young, proudly independent
university college, set in the small,
market town of Buckingham and
determined to fly with its own wings but
always with the help of its outstanding
academic staff and its own, superb
graduates. Welcome back, Charles.

Patricia Prada Jimenez
(BA Hons International Studies with
French ’06)

Alumni News
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Hilary Drain

Henry C.W. Nisser

Dr Charles Henn 



David Muir receives Institute
of Humane Studies
Fellowship

The Department of
Economics and
International
Studies has been
delighted by the
news that David
Muir (pictured
above), an
Economics
alumnus, has been

awarded one of the prestigious Institute
of Humane Studies Fellowships,
together with a substantial grant to
enable him to continue with his
postgraduate studies.

Since his graduation David, who won the
John and Sylvia Jewkes Scholarship in
2001, and whose essay on The Tragedy
of the Commons won a prize in the 2002
Student Essay contest organised by the
Canadian Student Review, where it was
published in September/October 2002,
has been working in the City.

Working in his free time, David has also
successfully completed the Postgraduate
Diploma in Econometrics at Birkbeck.

David is poised to begin the MSc in
Economics at the University of Warwick
in September 2006. We know that he
will do well and will be a great credit to
the University of Buckingham. Quite
apart from anything else, it is going to be
good to have him just up the road and
we are hoping that he will find time in his
busy schedule to attend the Economics
seminars on Wednesday afternoons at
Buckingham.

Linda Waterman 
Email:
linda.waterman@buckingham.ac.uk

Greetings from Addis Ababa
Univerisity, Ethiopia.

Hello!

Well, I am an Assistant Professor of Law
and I teach criminal law and shipping
law to undergraduate students and
criminal justice to post graduate
students.

Since graduating from Buckingham, I
have published an article in our law 

journal, known as the Journal of
Ethiopian Law. I have also served as
Associate Dean of the Faculty for one
year, in 2004 –2005 and acted as
co- coordinator of the Ethiopian Human
Rights and Peace Centre (1996 –1997). I
have also published a reference book on
the criminal law of, particularly, Ethiopia,
in Amharic - our lingua franca.

Since I was a research student at
Buckingham, perhaps not many students
or staff know me well. Anyways, thanks
for giving me the opportunity to write for
the Independent.

Congratulations again on your
anniversary.

Professor Tsehai Wada (LLM ’96)

Alice Verghese’s News

To be quite honest,
when applying to
University of
Buckingham, I was
not particularly
passionate about
any one subject
which is probably
why I chose the
Politics, Economics
and Law option
offered in the
Humanities

department. Like many others, whom I
came to discover later, I arrived at
Buckingham as a result of somewhat
unusual circumstances. This is one of
the strengths of the University – taking a
personal approach to students and
assessing their individual potential
despite their apparent lack of conformity
to traditional entry requirements.

At the risk of turning this into a
confessional piece, I am also a creature
of instant likes and dislikes. I instantly
loved the (physical) environment of the
university -small..ish, calm, green  and
lovely. And I rather quickly became
comfortable in a social environment with
natural groupings of like-minded people
(irrespective of nationalities and
backgrounds), generous minded/spirited
fellow students and lecturers, not to
mention instant parties! 

I thought I was very grown up then but I
didn’t have a clue about the learning
aspects.

The first two semesters leading up to
prelims and Part 1 I was pre-occupied
with establishing a routine, finding a
balance between the social aspects and
classes, sourcing materials from the
Library and generally just being “exam”
focussed as I was new to the British
education system. The interest in
‘’learning’’ only came to me in the
second year

Although it did not strike me then, Dr.
Susan Edwards’s course on Sex and
Gender in the Legal Process, Professor
Norman Barry’s compelling lectures in
Social Theory and Social Welfare
combined with course readings in
History of Political Thought of renowned
political thinkers like Montesque, J. Mills
and Machiavelli were powerful in not only
triggering my curiosity, but in helping me
to question my own thoughts and ideas.
The connections between politics and
society with concepts like “the role of
power”, “cooperation and conflict in
social theory” and “gender aspects”
provided the framework for and
influenced my career choice and what I
currently do.

Building on this base at Buckingham, I
completed a MSc. in Social Policy and
Planning in Developing Countries from
LSE adding a regional perspective.
Since graduating, I have worked in the
non-profit sector – the British Council,
NGOs like Médecins Sans Frontières,
and currently have regional responsibility
at the International Rehabilitation
Council for Torture Victims (IRCT).

Certainly I am indebted to the University
of Buckingham for giving me the chance
to explore my own potential.

Alice Verghese (PEL ‘90)

Alumni News
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David Muir

CALL FOR PAPERS: The first issue will
explore “The nature of sustainable
development”. Deadline for
submission: 31 August, 2006. If you are
interested in submitting a paper please
email: editor@ejsd.org



Congratulations
to all the following alumni who have
recently married, become engaged or
added to their families:

Engagements

Nicola (Nikki) Pinnington (LLB ‘ 01)
and Andrew LaPersonne are happy to
announce their engagement, which took
place on 1st  January 2006 at Le Cap
Horn in Courchevel. They are planning
on getting married in 2007.

Alexander Ajayi (MSC Business
Economics ’98) is happy to announce
his engagement to Dr Toyin Ajomo. The
venue for the engagement ceremonies
will be Adebola House, Opebi, Ikeja,
Lagos on August 17th, 2006.The wedding
service will be in the Cathedral Church
of Christ, Marina, Lagos on August 19th
with the reception at MUSON Centre,
Onikan, Lagos.

Marriages

Fatima Mohammed (BSc Business
Studies ’98) is happy to announce that
she got married to Umar Nuhu. The
wedding took place on 3rd September
2005. The newly weds are living in
Kaduna, Nigeria.

Nathalee Owyang (LLB ’99 and LLM
’01) is happy to announce her marriage
to Stephen Canning, which took place
at the Prince Hotel, Kuala Lumpur on the
25th March 2006. Their wedding was a
colourful mixture of Thai, Chinese and
Western cultures. The wedding reception
was attended by many Buckingham
alumni and she would like to take this
opportunity to thank those who travelled
half way around the globe to attend her
wedding.

Iris Millis (nee Boening) (MA Heritage
Tourism Management ‘02) and Darren
Millis (BA Law, Sheffield) are happy to
announce their wedding. This is what
Iris had to say about it: ‘’ On 26th May
2006, Darren and I got married in my
hometown Laatzen, Germany. We had a
wonderful time with our families and
friends followed by a lovely honeymoon
at Lake Como. Here is a little picture of
us after church’’.

Ayako Goda (BA English Literature
‘06) and Dr Stephen James (Cranfield
University) are happy to announce their
wedding. It took place on May 27th in a
lovely village near Northampton, where
they now live. Ayako and Stephen were
joined by Buckingham alumni Chris
Gibbs (BA English Studies with
Multimedia Journalism ’06), Nana
Kurata (BA Politics with History ’03),
Patricia Prada Jimenez (BA Hons
International Studies with French ’06),
Geoffrey Treco (LLB ’06) and Naomi
Yukawa (BA English Literature with
History ’05). They would all like to thank
Ayako and Steve for such a wonderful
and warm reception and we wish them
the very best for their future together.

Joseph Oche (MSc Service
Management ’04) is happy to announce
his marriage to Miss Patience Okochi
which took place on 22nd April 2006.
The venue was Holy Ghost Parish,
Makurdi, Nigeria. The reception venue
was IBB Square, High Level, Makurdi.

Engagements... Marriages
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Births

Susan Percival-Simmons (nee
Percival) (Business Studies '91) and
her husband Paul are very pleased to
announce the birth of their third son,
Dominic, in September 2005. This is
what Susan had to say about him ‘’He
completes our family as baby brother to
Christian, born November 2001 and
Sebastian, September 2003. My three
little angels (!) are an absolute joy and
so much fun. Paul and I have been
together since '93 and married on the
beach in Mauritius 2 years later. We live
in Hertfordshire’’.

Kingsley Odabi (International Studies
with English Language Studies (EFL)
and his wife Chioma Odabi are happy to
announce the birth of their third son
Jovanni Odabi. He was born on 15th
May 2006 in Dublin. Mother and baby
are doing well.

Matt Harper (Business Studies '94)
and his wife Andrea are happy to
announce the birth of Thomas Eric who
arrived on April 28th 2006 at 6:25am,
weighing in at 9lb 4oz.
Matt says: "He is now 13lb 7oz after
nearly 10 weeks so is stacking on the
weight. He hasn't got much hair yet, but
still has more than Dad! Father is
already planning a little brother or sister
but has been told to hold fire for a month
or two while Mummy Andrea recovers
from the experience."

Stephen Donley (LLB ’95) and his wife
Clare (nee Neville, formerly
Admissions staff member) are happy
to announce the birth of their son
Joseph Peter Donley. He was born on
30th  January 2006 weighing in at a
hefty 8lb 9oz. This is what Clare had to
say about their son ‘’ He's wonderful and
we love him to bits. We already can't
imagine our lives with him not in it!’’

Dorothy Friedlander (nee Dolley) (LLB
’03) is happy to announce the birth of
her boys, Jonathan and David
Friedlander. This is what she had to
say: ‘’They are my pride and joy. Born on
25th April 2004 and on 19th December
2005 at 3.7kg and 3.9kg respectively. I
miss happy go lucky life and great
gossips of great Bucks but nothing could
give me the pleasure these children have
brought into my life’’.

Debbie Dickson (Admissions Officer)
and her husband James are happy to
announce the birth of their baby girl.
Luci was born on 31st May 2006
weighing in at 7lb. As you can see from
the picture everyone is doing well
despite the sleep deprivation! Emily is
enjoying being a big sister and mum and
dad are loving their new arrival.

Marc Gachecheh (LLB ’95) and his wife
Eva Karimi are happy to announce the
birth of their daughter Lisa- Marie
Wambui Kambura Gachecheh. She
weighed in at 3.1kgs and was born at
16:25h on 17th May 2006. Mother and
baby are doing fine.

... Births
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Chris Campanioni

"Why did you choose
Buckingham?"

The question has eluded me ever since I
arrived here.

When a friendly girl at the airport asked
me, I told her I was interested in the type
of courses offered. I had to laugh at how
academic I sounded.

Two professors (we call them "tutors"
here) asked me the day I arrived,
suitcase and duffel bag in hand and
looking weary. I mumbled that the
university representative I had met at
Lehigh's study abroad fair was really
nice and that pictures of the campus
looked beautiful. I didn't actually see the
campus, however, until I arrived.

My friend Gemma asked me about a
week later, when I had settled in and
stopped looking like a clumsy tourist.

"The women, definitely the women," I
said, but even she knew I was just
flirting.

My friends Eric and Gene visited me on
their spring break and asked the same
question. I told them anyone can go to
school in London (sponsored by
American institutions such as Syracuse
and Boston universities) and maybe
they'd get to see the city and have a ton
of fun with other Americans, but really,
what kind of cultural experience was that
or could that be?

They looked at me like I had just
swallowed in one mouthful the souvenirs
I had brought back from Amsterdam and
I just stared back and told them I was
serious.

"I didn't come here for an extended
spring break," I said. "If I did, I would
have at least gone someplace
warm."Even if they doubted anything
else, they knew in between roaring gusts
of wind and pelting rain at least this was
true.

So why did I choose Buckingham?

Maybe now that I've left I can finally
answer that.

The school is full of enthusiastic tutors.
In fact, the three I had were amazing
and challenging, and more than anything
else, helpful and comforting. At first I
didn't quite understand the title "tutor" - it
sounded odd and unwieldy to me. But,
really, the way the education process is
at the University of Buckingham, it
makes perfect sense.

These brilliant minds are merely there to
guide you. Most of the "education"
process takes place outside of the
classroom, where you teach yourself
things you never thought you were
capable of learning.

Besides being the United Kingdom's only
private university, Buckingham has to be
its most diverse. During my time here, I
have had a few pints of Stella with a kid
from Iraq, lived next-door to four
Nigerians, danced the night away with a
girl from China one sloppy night at the
White Hart pub and took a class with a
60-something Swiss man named Fritz.

After my first Kente cloth sewing lesson
from my Ghanaian friend Anun, I knew
moments like these were probably few
and far between. You can't buy this kind
of culture. And I loved every minute of it:
733 students from 83 countries. Coming
from Lehigh, the most diversity I had
ever experienced was OJ with rum when
Pepsi ran out.

Seriously though, where else can you
get this kind of out-of-class education? I
obviously haven't been on campus since
December, but I am well aware of the
challenging diversity issues Lehigh
continues to face.

The thing I love about Buckingham is its
complete unawareness of its diversity. I
mean, sure, the requisite bragging
statistics are painted everywhere on its
website and countless brochures, but
the students refuse to think of
themselves as separate entities in
distinct groups.

Everyone is a student. Sure, there are
different societies such as the Nigerian
Society, but these are no different than
interest based groups such as the
Gambling Society and the Law
Society.Buckingham doesn't designate a
"multicultural house" or encourage
students of similar backgrounds to
interact with one another. Interestingly, by
refusing to designate groups and
encourage separations, subconsciously
or otherwise, the whole notion of
prejudice or discrimination is completely
unthinkable, if not nonexistent. The
atmosphere cannot help but become
extremely tolerant.

Perhaps that is one of the best lessons
I've taken from Buckingham. The others
have come from my friends in town;
without them, I'd still be as lost and
awkward as I was the day I arrived. They
were helpful, caring, affectionate and
entertaining to be around.

I will never forget any of the experiences
I shared with them, whether it was
driving to the nearby village of
Leckhampstead (which means
"homestead where leeks are grown") to
play hungover football (aka soccer) with
a group of Christian activists at 8 in the
morning or getting down on the dance
floor with a group of complete strangers
after one too many pints.

No matter what you experience in life,
the places you go and the things you
discover about yourself, it's the people
you meet that you'll remember forever.
There is no statistic that establishes the
value of that.

So why did I choose Buckingham? By
the time you read this, I'll probably
already be settled in London; I think the
only city in the world where you have to
pay to pee. But I think, maybe now that
I'm leaving Buckingham, I can
understand why I chose it in the first
place.

Chris Campanioni
(Visiting Student – English Literature)

Alumni News
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30th Anniversary “Homecoming Weekend”

30th Anniversary “Homecoming Weekend”

TIMETABLE OF EVENTS

Saturday 29th July 2006
Venue: Chandos Road Building

10:30 - 11:30 Coffee / Tea
11:30 - 12:30 Welcome address and update on University's developments.
12:45 - 14:30 Lunch

Venue: Please see overleaf for details of School events.
14:30 - 17:00 Notice boards with photos, messages and space to leave

your own message in each academic area will be provided.

Venue: Beloff Lawn and The Tanlaw Mill (OTM)
17:00 - 19:00 Music and drinks on Beloff Lawn.
17:30 - 00:00 30th Anniversary Awards followed by a buffet, barbecue

and an evening of entertainment.

Sunday 30th July 2006

Free morning

12:00 Picnic in Stowe School (South Front Lawn) - transport provided.
14:00 - 16:00 Volleyball, cricket and croquet, or for those who prefer a more

leisurely afternoon, walks around Stowe School grounds
can be arranged.

In the event of torrential rain, Stowe visit will be cancelled
and the picnic will be held in the Refectory.

Just complete our online booking form to
confirm you are coming

https://extranet.buckingham.ac.uk/alumnet/anniversaryConfirmation.aspx

as soon as possible so that we can be fully prepared.

Have a look at the list of attendees here:

https://extranet.buckingham.ac.uk/alumnet/events-anniversary06-names.aspx

Don't forget to have a look at our online Awards page

https://extranet.buckingham.ac.uk/alumnet/anniversaryVote.aspx

and make your choices for academic and administrative staff who made the biggest impression on you

during your time here. Awards for the winners, and also for the alumnus who made a significant contribution

to life at the University (again, please cast your votes), will be given during the dinner on the 29th.



Details of School Events
Saturday 29th July 2006 from 14:30 – 17:00

Applied Computing events 

•  Demonstrations on face recognition software.

•  Afternoon tea. Light refreshments for guests.

•  A good opportunity to meet current staff and hear about current research

projects, and general progress of department and recent changes.

Venue: AdRB1 

Business School events

•  Noticeboards will be displayed in the foyer with messages from those who are

unable to make the weekend.

•  A timeline of change: The developments in the Business School.

•  Afternoon tea served in the foyer.

•  All alumni will take part in the 'balloon launch' at the end of the afternoon

when we will release helium balloons. Anyone finding a tag attached to a

balloon  will win a bottle of champagne.

•  Mystery guest.

Venue: AdRB1

Clore Research Laboratory events 

•  Demonstrations and displays.

•  Picture boards of past students.

Venue: Life Sciences Buildings; Clore Laboratory 

English events 

The English / MFL/ Foundation Department will most appropriately be having a

soiree to celebrate the department! There will be:

•  Live music and poetry readings by members of staff.

•  Tea and cakes will be served as is traditional, at 16:00 precisely.

•  The English 'Tea Rooms' will be decorated with displays of departmental

developments, staff / student photo stands and messages from overseas and

domestic alumni.

Venue: Chandos Road 

30th Anniversary “Homecoming Weekend”

30th Anniversary “Homecoming Weekend”

Chandos Road

Stowe House - South Front (courtesy of Stowe Archives)

Hunter Street

Professor Sir Alan Peacock, Lord Max Beloff, Dr Michael
Barrett - former Vice-Chancellors of the University



Economics and International Studies events
(including PEL, HPE and History)  

•  Afternoon tea with current and former students and members of staff and a

stroll down memory lane.

•  Display of storyboards including photographs of the first 30 years of the

University's history.

•  Alumni exchange of anecdotes about life at Buckingham as it used to be with

a view to welcoming applicants or potential applicants for Economics and

International Studies programmes, undergraduate and postgraduate.

•  Meet our mystery guest.

Venue: AdRB foyer

Law School events

Celebrate 30 years of distinction and Buckingham Law School traditions.

•  Keynote Address by the Dean of Law, Mrs Charlotte Walsh.

•  Meet members of the judiciary, visiting professors, practitioners, law

graduates, staff and students.

•  Visit the Winston Churchill display in the former chapel of the Law Library.

•  Informal reception in the new Law School Café.

•  Memorabilia and photograph displays throughout the Law School.

•  View presentation on recent historic Law School events.

•  Book signings by top Buckingham legal scholars.

•  Meet the editorial team of the Law School's Denning Law Journal.

•  Staff publications display in the Law Library.

•  Personal consultations with the Law School Admissions Tutor

and Postgraduate Law Programme Director.

•  Free Law careers advice.

•  Current students will give tours of Law School to view changes

andimprovements.

•  University of Buckingham souvenirs available in the Law School foyer.

Venue: Verney Park 

Psychology events 

•  Afternoon tea. Light refreshments for guests.

•  An opportunity to meet current staff and students to discuss developments in

the Psychology department.

•  Posters from research.

Venue: Verney Park 

30th Anniversary “Homecoming Weekend”

30th Anniversary “Homecoming Weekend”

Swans in Buckingham

Students Graduating in 2006

Her Majesty The Queen visits the University in 1996,
Chancellor Lady Thatcher and students

Buckingham Arts & Theatre Society (BATS)



30th Anniversary “Homecoming Weekend”

30th Anniversary “Homecoming Weekend”

Accommodation

A limited number of rooms for single occupancy will be available on campus for

the 30th Anniversary Weekend at £16 per night. No additional mattresses can

be placed in rooms. To book accommodation at the University, please contact

the Accommodation Office:

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820351 

Fax: +44 (0) 1280 820259 

Email: accommodation@buckingham.ac.uk

The following hotels have agreed a special rate for a limited number of rooms

for guests over the 30th Anniversary Weekend. Please quote "University of

Buckingham Homecoming Weekend" when making a reservation:

•  White Hart Hotel, Buckingham Tel: +44 (0)1280 815151

www.millhouseinns.co.uk/db/accommodation.asp

•  Travelodge, Buckingham Tel: +44 (0)870 191 1587

www.travelodge.co.uk/

•  Buckingham Beales Hotel, Buckingham Tel: +44 (0)1280 822622

www.bealeshotels.co.uk/

•  Holiday Inn, Milton Keynes Tel: +44 (0)870 400 9093

www.ichotelsgroup.com/h/d/hi/1/en/hd/mlkbk

Bed & breakfast and hotel accommodation in
Buckingham and the surrounding area

•  Bed & breakfast accommodation

www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/accommodation/bb

•  Hotel accommodation

www.buckingham.ac.uk/life/accommodation/hotels

Childcare

Tumblers on Bridge Street are registered to look after children from the age of 3

months. You may leave your child there for 2 hours unattended. If you wish to

leave your child longer you may do so by signing in at 2 hour intervals.

The address is:

Tumblers Ltd 

Bridge St 

Buckingham 

MK18 1EL 

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 816611

If you wish to use this facility, please contact Lisa Price at Tumblers and say

that you are coming to the University of Buckingham Homecoming Weekend.

For more information about the 30th Anniversary ‘’Homecoming weekend’’

- 29th - 30th July 2006, please log on to AlumNet

https://extranet.buckingham.ac.uk/alumnet/events-anniversary06.aspxHOW TO FIND US

HRH Prince Charles visits the University in March 2004

Istra Cottages, Sun Dial and Yeomanry House

Tug of war tournament



Conways at
Buckingham

The alumni updates in the Independent
are filled with the proud achievements of
the University’s graduates. My husband
and I didn’t graduate from Buckingham;
our University ID’s noted we were
“Occasional Students”, attending for a
couple of terms. So, occasionally, we
were students. Mostly we were there,
along with the six other American
students in the program, to make lots of
friends, travel, and, of course, party.
Frivolous goals in mind, I couldn’t have
predicted my brief visit to Buckingham
would turn out to be pivotal to my future.
l met my husband, John Conway, my
children’s beloved godmother, Tricia
Hammes, and my maid of honor,
Marianne Ryan, for the first time on
January 24, 1984 in Professor
Greenaway’s office. Later on we met
Ceri Mort who shared his friendship, car,
and home with us. And at the American
Cocktail Party we hosted at Buckingham
that spring, he shared Martinis and
Manhattans with us, too! 

Ceri Mort (in Bucknell University
sweatshirt) and Kristin Stanton-Conway

Aside from friends and fun, Buckingham
provided us a rich cultural and
educational experience. Accustomed to
super-malls, we lived in a tiny English
market town whose first supermarket
opened while we were there. We
attended musical services at historic
Buckingham Parish Church and enjoyed
visits to the landmark Stowe School.
Where else but Buckingham can you
study an excellent program in an
intimate setting with people from so
many places? John roomed at Chandos
Court with a married Nigerian couple,
both students. Tricia Hammes and
Occasional Student Marianne Ryan
shared their 8 Bristle Hill apartment with
Pablo Oliart from Spain. I lived in the
Franciscan Building, a former monastery.
The room’s spartan conditions
necessitated a trip to town on market
day to purchase a heater, found used at
an outdoor stall for only five pounds! 

We traveled far and wide on school
holidays. A group of us drove to
Scotland. We bused, trained and ferried
to Cornwall, Ireland and Paris. My first
date with John occurred on a weekend
visit to Amsterdam. Friends sharing their
homes provided other travel
opportunities. Ceri took us home to
Wales to celebrate Easter. We visited
London with Maxwell Kennedy. Ceri
came to our Universities in Pennsylvania.
Pablo and Jayesh Jethwa visited us
when we resided in New York City. On
our rare trips to the UK, we visit Ceri,
have met his wife Claire and their
children, and have introduced him to our
three, Abigail, William and Thomas.

Abigail, Kristin, William, John, and
Thomas (front) Conway, April 2006

Twenty two years later a busy suburban
household with two teenagers, an eight
year old and a dog, follows the
Buckingham adventures. Along the way
John, JConway@lflaw.com, graduated
from Lehigh University in Pennsylvania
and obtained his Law Degree from
Fordham University at Lincoln Center,
New York City. Following a federal
judicial clerkship he now practices law in
Connecticut specializing in Corporate
Litigation. I graduated Bucknell
University in Lewisburg, Pennsylvania
with a business degree and was proud to
work as a financial accountant on Wall
Street before “retiring”. If you can call
being married to John and caring for
three children retired! 

Fairy Godmother Tricia Hammes
obtained her law degree at The
American University in Washington D.C.
following her graduation from Bucknell.
She is a partner at Shearman and
Sterling in New York City, in the project
development and finance group. Prior to
joining the firm Tricia, too, was a judicial
clerk for the United States Court of
Appeals. She can be reached at
phammes@shearling.com.

We would love to hear from our
Buckingham friends,
conways@optonline.net.

Kristin Stanton-Conway (Visiting
Student)

Nigerian Lecture at
Buckingham

The University of Buckingham buzzed
with expectation in the week leading to
the lecture on 11th April 2006 – Nigeria’s
place in the global agenda given by the
Governor of Osun State, Prince
Olagunsoye Oyinlola. This article seeks
to critically review the essential points of
the Prince’s speech and the answers
provided during the question session.
The audience was made up of students,
members of staff, visiting guests, and a
few members of the public. Noteworthy
mentions are the Vice Chancellor, Dr
Terence Kealey, and the Dean of Law,
Mrs Charlotte Walsh.

The symposium began with a reference
to discrimination due to racism and the
world’s perception of Nigeria and Africa
as a whole. While this may not be the far
from the truth, it must also be said that,
as the most populous black nation,
Nigeria’s best chance of rebutting racism
would not be by claiming victim status
but by being successful. Nigeria has
much to prove. This is the 8th largest oil
supplier in the world and at $75 a barrel
(in April, 2006), it ought to be, at the very
least, the 8th largest economy in the
world. This is a resource that everyone
needs but not everyone has. But suffice
it to say that the presence of resources
is not enough and every country has its
idiosyncrasies that make it unique.
Nigeria has had a difficult past and civil
strife has always proved to be the
undoing of many. The Vice-Chancellor
suggested to the Prince that by focusing
on development first, the rest will take
care of itself. Nevertheless, the
significance of the role that Nigeria has
in the region with foreign policy, and its
recent debt settlement with the “Paris
Club” of $6.4 billion, should not be
understated.

These are some essential economic
indicators that are necessary to evaluate
the country’s position. Percentage below
poverty line: 60; Life expectancy: 43
years (men), 43 years (women) (UN);
GDP: $76.4bn; GDP per person: $390;
Foreign debts: $35bn. Source: BBC.
While these statistics are evaluative-
they are by no means determinative.

One question that was asked was - “why
is all the wealth of Nigeria’s natural
resource not being distributed amongst
all levels of people?” The surprisingly
honest answer from the Prince was that 
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HE Prince Olagunsoye Oyinlola (2nd
from right)

this is due to corruption. I would say to
Mr. Oyinlola and other leaders of Nigeria
- this is unacceptable. The sincerity of
the response does not belie the
consequences - some Nigerians are
starving and some are dying from
extreme poverty. This occurs
contemporaneously with lifestyles of
lavish luxury, profligacy and a lecture in
the United Kingdom reminding members
of the audience of “Nigeria’s place in the
global agenda”. This leads, a propos, to
what may be the most important
question that was not asked - “What was
the point of the lecture?”

Leadership begins with performance. It
is a good sign that the Prince is trying to
create a vision (though rather vague) as
many have even failed to do this. But
vision alone does not necessarily lead to
development. Ceteris paribus, two things
usually predicate development vis-à-vis
vision: first, that the vision is correct (at
the moment the jury is still out); second,
the ability to effectively implement that
vision. Nigerians - you have suffered for
too long. The hard truth is that the
present exists perpetually in the
inevitable future of unwritten events.
Many Nigerian students and the future of
Nigeria’s tomorrow still aspire to get into
politics one day because they say, “that
is where the money is”. Leaders of
tomorrow’s Nigeria “wake up” or you may
not have a Nigeria to wake up to.

Charles R. Ramson (LLB)

(The views expressed in this article are
those of the author, and do not
necessarily represent views of the
University of Buckingham).

News From Malaysia

Datuk Wan Junaidi Bin Tuanku Jaafar

Wan Junaidi Bin Tuanku Jaafar (LLB
‘81) was elected as the Member of
Parliament for the rural constituency of
Batang Lupar, Sarawak, Malaysia in
1990 for a five-year term and continued
to be elected and served the
constituency for three consecutive terms
as the Member of Parliament until 2004.
In the 2004 Parliamentary Election he
was asked by his Party to become the
candidate for the suburban constituency
of Santubong, Kuching, Sarawak. He
won the election for the fourth term with
the highest majority ever achieved by
any candidate for Parliamentary election
in the constituency since Sarawak
independence 1963.
He has vast international experience
representing Malaysia in International
Conventions and Forums. He attended
the United Nations General Assembly
and delivered several papers to the
Committees in 1991, 1992, and 2005.

Owing to his past record as a jungle
fighter in the paramilitary unit during the
communist emergency in Sarawak 1962
to 1974, his excellent record as a
parliamentarian and a successful
representative of his several
constituencies. State and Federal
Awards including the PJN, which carries
the title “Datuk”, were conferred upon
him by the His Majesty the Yang Di
Pertuan Agung (King) of Malaysia in
2002.

Datuk Wan Junaidi Tuanku Jaafar is an
active social worker, particularly in the
Scout Movement and Ex-Police st 

Association. He has been the Chief
Commissioner of the Scouts for 12 years
by whom he is fondly called “the Chief”.
For his service to the scout movement of
Malaysia he was been awarded several
honours including the Second
HigheScout Award of Semangat Rimba
(Spirit of Environment) (gold) by the
Malaysia’s Scout Movement. He was
also the sole representative of Malaysia
in the World Scout Parliamentary Union
(WSPU) held in Warsaw, Poland in 2000.

Despite his busy schedule Datuk Wan
Junaidi Tuanku Jaafar never stopped
searching for knowledge. He is an avid
reader and a member of the
Management Centre Sarawak and major
bookshops in Malaysia. In 2001 he
enrolled with the Southern California
University for Professional Studies
(SCUPS), California, USA for the Doctor
in Business Administration (DBA) and he
completed the program in 2005. His
work in the SCUPS is also accredited to
the American National University,
Alington, USA and accordingly, Datuk
Wan Junaidi bin Tuanku Jaafar holds the
title of Doctor in Business Administration
from both Universities.

He has written several books on scouting
and politics and is currently editing his
DBA modules. Datuk Wan Junaidi
Tuanku Jaafar is also a successful
businessman and has a motorcycle
assembling and manufacturing company
with factories in Kuching, Sarawak,
Malaysia, Pontianak, Indonesia and
Zamboanga, the Philippines.
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Quote of the Season

"I have had the best memories in
Buckingham and will cherish them life

long. I moved back to India in
November 2005 and have settled

here so far. It is going well.
I am working with JWT India - Mumbai,

as a management trainee, which is
going well. But definitely miss England
a lot and hope to come back in near

future." 

Reshma Sheth (BSc(Econ)
Business Economics ’04)



The Buckingham
Businessman Meets the
Buckingham
Entrepreneur

Lucinda Roberts-Holmes

January 2006 was one of Buckingham
Business School’s greatest landmarks.
Initiatives inspired by the Dean,
Professor Phil Dover, were launched to
enable Buckingham to find its niche
among the Business Schools of Great
Britain. While the undergraduate
Business Studies Programme is still held
in the utmost regard it was essential that,
with the benefit of its independence, the
Business School should be a leading
player in the development of business
education.

Recent surveys have shown that over
50% of school leavers would prefer to
set up their own businesses rather than
work for large organisations. In answer
to this, ‘Enterprise Fever’ hit the nation
with large amounts of government funds
being released to facilitate these start-
ups. At the same time many state
universities have been encouraged to
incorporate enterprise modules into their
programmes and some have even gone
so far as to launch student hubs to help
their graduates develop business plans
and apply for funding. Despite all this
money and enterprise teaching 1 in 3 of
all new businesses still fails to make it
and will cease within three years.
Additionally the world’s leading
employers have very publicly voiced their
continual dissatisfaction with the calibre
of the students whom they recruit onto
graduate schemes; in short many of
these new recruits are incapable of
performing some of the most
fundamental business tasks such as
making presentations and conducting
negotiations. It seems that the state
universities have been failing their
students.

Buckingham however has always
understood the importance of delivering 

a solid academic grounding with the
need for real-world experience. Being an
international institution means best-
practice methods from around the world
can be discussed in tutorial groups and
our graduates leave, not only with
superb presentation and report writing
skills but with a true understanding of
intercultural and interpersonal
communication.

The Winter Term saw the first intake of
undergraduate Business Enterprise
students. This degree programme is
unique to Buckingham within Europe and
is revolutionary in both the content and
style of teaching. The main subject on
the curriculum is Innovation and
Entrepreneurship and core subjects such
as Economics and Management
Accounting are taught from a business
start-up perspective. Students are
furnished with the skills needed for the
successful management of an SME in
place of the stove-piped theoretical
subjects focussed on large
organisations. Of even more interest is
that half of the preliminary marks are gained
by the students writing a business plan
under the guidance of experienced
academics. The contact hours are
intense – up to 30 per week – but up to
12 hours are in the form of seminars
given by successful entrepreneurs
sharing the benefit of their experience.
At the end of the spring term the
aspiring entrepreneurs face the Venture
Capital Panel. This is made up of both
academics and representatives from
those companies kind enough to donate
money into the Venture Capital Fund:
“The Buckingham Angels”. This year, all
those who pitched were successful and
are now moving on to launch their
businesses. The academic study will be
tailored accordingly and then move
towards business development.

Buckingham is one of very few
institutions which could run a
programme such as this and huge credit
must be given to Dr. Jane Tapsell the
Programme Director for managing it so
efficiently. With no other programmes to
model it on this was no small challenge.
Our unbeatable student:staff ratio
means we can accommodate the
increased contact hours and provide the
support and expertise required to build
successful businesses. While other
universities require numbers in the
hundreds to run courses, Buckingham
takes in students by the tens. It would be
impossible responsibly to oversee
hundreds of new businesses and
although demand for the places is high
we are imposing a limit of 30 students
next year.

For over 10 years Buckingham Business
School has run a successful MSc in
Service Management under V S
Mahesh, and an MBA, most recently
under James Rowell. January also saw
the start of an MSc in Accounting and
Finance designed for the recent
graduate or working executive who
appreciates the increasing importance to
senior management of a deep
understanding of Accounting and
Finance. In July we will also see the MSc
in International Marketing Management
under the direction of Nigel Adams.
Unlike other programmes of the same
title the emphasis will be on practicality
while taking account of theory. There will
be a 3-month work placement for all
students with a company looking to
develop its business internationally and
students will be involved in designing
marketing strategies to that effect.

Our thanks must be extended to all
those alumni who have been involved
with the new programmes, either by
giving guest lectures, making donations
or agreeing to act as mentors to the
students businesses. Our gratitude to the
local and wider business community
must also be expressed – the honest
support given to the students over the
last six months has been invaluable.

It is an exciting time to be involved with
Buckingham Business School and we
look forward to meeting with you over the
‘‘Homecoming Weekend’’.

Lucinda Roberts-Holmes
Business Development & Marketing
Manager
Email: lucinda.roberts-
holmes@buckingham.ac.uk
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Postgraduate Law at
Buckingham - Staff
Activities 

Alumni Visit Report - Jordan
Professor Jonathan Black-Branch
recently visited Amman and Jordan,
where there is a strong interest in legal
studies generally. Jordanians place a
high emphasis on post-graduate
education, having a substantial
percentage of professional with post-
graduate qualifications. As a result of
the visit and contacts established by
Jonathan, the LLM programme
welcomed Jordanian students onto the
LLM program in January 2006.

Staff Publications
Denoncourt, J., August 2005, Chapter on
‘Australian Design Law’ in Intellectual
Property in Designs by John Sykes,
Lexis Nexus, Butterworths.

Conference Presentations
Professor Jonathan Black-Branch
presented the following paper at the
University of Reading: Derogating
International Human Rights Standards
under The new Doctrine of International
Community.

Denoncourt, J., January 2005, The
Securitization of Intangible Assets: How
far is the present law relating to the
securitization of personal property suited
to dealing with intellectual property
rights? University of Buckingham Law
Forum, Nassau Hilton, The Bahamas.

Denoncourt, J., October 2004, Patent
Marking Strategies, Engineering
Enterprise through IP Education, UK
Patent Office, London.

Forthcoming publications 
Jonathan Black-Branch is working on a
paper entitled: The Legality of Cluster
Munitions under International Law.

LLM Profiles
Our graduates hold a range of
interesting commercial, professional and
governmental posts throughout the world
and it is always a delight to us to learn
more about their post- LLM activities.
Basher Alyousef (Diploma in
International and Commercial Law
’97) writes:
“I completed by masters degree in 1996

and these were the best days 
in my life. I miss my tutors, professors
and friends. After I finished my LLM
study at Buckingham, I returned to my
country, Jordan. I am now working as a
lawyer in an international Jordanian
bank. I am a member of a human rights
organisation and the Jordan Bar
Association.”

Panagiotis Tsogkas (LLM’ 06) writes:
“I am a qualified European lawyer and
my employer, an International German-
Greek commercial bank, is sponsoring
me to complete my LLM degree at
Buckingham. I strongly believe that the
subjects taught on the LLM qualification
will be advantageous to my career in
banking and directly benefit my
employer. I have used my time studying
for the LLM to publish an article in a
well-respected Banking Law Journal,
having been supervised by Dr Helen
Desmond. When I return to work, I plan
to study part-time and use my LLM
dissertation as the foundation for
eventually completing a doctorate in
banking law.”

Ed’s note: Since successfully completing
his LLM Tsogkas has returned to Greece
and is now completing his national
service in the forces. He has
successfully published his LLM
dissertation and has submitted an article
for publication in the Law School’s
publication, the Denning Law Journal.

Jaimie Chiniah (LLB ‘05, LLM) writes:
“After completion of the LLB at the
University of Buckingham, I enrolled on
the LLM in International and Commercial
Law. This was an exceptional course
with well chosen modules taught by
excellent lecturers and tutors. The
personal care, help and support
extended to me was highly gratifying. I
strongly believe the LLM will open the
path to success for me in the
International and Commercial fields in
the business world.

I loved being at Buckingham University.
It’s been hard work but lots of fun!”

Benjamin Carter (LLM ’06) writes:
“I graduated from Buckingham with an
LLB degree and returned straight after to
study for the LLM. Buckingham’s
January entry allowed me to complete
both my LLB and LLM degrees in under
three years.

The flexible nature of the LLM
programme allowed me to study taught
modules as well as having the
opportunity to write a dissertation in
Intellectual Property Law, an area in
which I have become very interested and
I will pursue in a PhD.

The small group teaching at
postgraduate level is a huge advantage
and helped me a great deal with my
studies.”

Ed’s note: Since successfully
completing his LLM Ben has been
accepted at Exeter University to
undertake research for a PhD. Well
done Ben!

LLM Publications
All LLM students are encouraged to
consider publishing their research and
the Denning Law Journal provides a
vehicle for publication. The editorial
board welcomes articles from past and
present LLM and Diploma students and
contact should be made with Professor
Susan Edwards
(susan.edwards@buckingham.ac.uk) 

Careers Advice for Postgraduates
Postgraduate law students are welcome
to use the services available at the
University’s Careers Service headed by
Marcus Williams. The Careers Service
publishes a monthly round up of legal
positions, work experience opportunities
and career fairs. These resources and
professional expertise are available to
LLM students and graduates to help
them secure employment. Careers staff
are also able to advise on further study
options, including the UK Legal Practice
and Bar Vocational courses and the UK’s
Qualified Lawyer Transfer Test.

Further Information
For a prospectus, please contact: Dr
Helen Desmond (Director) or Janice
Denoncourt (Deputy Director). Also see
the website at www.buckingham.ac.uk 

Tel: +44(0)1280 814080
Fax: +44(0)1280 824081
Email: info@buckingham.ac.uk
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Quote of the Season

‘’I hope that Tom and Denise will
continue to be successful in the

International Negotiating Competition
and make all those who are connected

with Buckingham feel very proud.’’
Kwang-Kyu Park (LLB ’97)

National Student Survey

Since its successful academic Audit in
2003, the University has been working in
a variety of ways to build on this
success, as part of its strategy to raise
its profile nationally and internationally.
One of the ways in which it is doing this
is by publishing information on a national
website (www.tqi.ac.uk), which is aimed
at helping future students choose where
they would like to study. Feedback from
current students is an important element
of this published information so, in 2006
for the first time, University of
Buckingham students were given the
opportunity of participating in the
National Student Survey (NSS) and
58% of those invited participated in the
survey. The NSS is an annual survey of
undergraduate students across the UK
about their experience at University, and
this is now one of the categories in the
UK’s University League Tables.

Ricky Phakey, Sheila Taylor, Manuel
Escudero, Anne Miller and Kunle
Osibogun

The survey was coordinated by the
University’s Quality Assurance (QA)
Office and promoted across the
University by the Students’ Union and
academic staff, who played a major role
in encouraging students to take part.
Those who did so were very enthusiastic
at being given this opportunity to give
their feedback and we are very grateful
to them. Participants were entered into a
prize draw and the photo shows winner
Manuel Velasco Escudero with members
of the University’s NSS team - former
SU President Kunle Osibogun, Sheila
Taylor and Ricky Phakey from the SU
Office and QA Manager, Anne Miller.

The Denning Law
Journal 

The Denning Law
Journal has been
relaunched, the
new Managing
Editor of the journal
is Professor Susan
Edwards together
with a team of
assistant Editors
and a new Advisory
Board. Founded in
1985 and now
published by the

University of Buckingham Press, run by
Mr Christopher Woodhead, The Denning
Law Journal has an international
Editorial Board and is expanding to
become a quarterly publication. Named
after probably the best known judge of
recent times, the Denning Law Journal
publishes peer reviewed articles in areas
dear to Lord Denning's heart; personal
freedom, judicial independence, reform
and modernization of the common law.
We are eager to receive submissions of
articles, book review articles, case notes
and current awareness commentaries
from authors. We are also collaborating
with LexisNexis Butterworths in an
Annual Award for the best article of
3,000 words written by a law student on
the theme of International Human
Rights. The award is open to those
studying for an LLB in any UK University
and the editors of The Denning Law
Journal will assess entrants. The
Denning Law Journal will publish the
article both on the Denning Law Journal
Website and in the Paper edition.
LexisNexis Butterworths will provide the
winning author with £200 worth of book
vouchers.

Please send submissions for
consideration for publication in the
journal to the Editor, Professor Susan
Edwards, University of Buckingham,
susan.edwards@buckingham.ac.uk.
Further details with regard to journal
style can be obtained from the University
web.

Buckingham Wins
National Negotiation
Competition 2006! 

Exceptionally talented negotiators, Tom
Durbin and Denise Saunders, both final
year Buckingham Law School students,
won the National Negotiation Competition

on Saturday, 25 March. The Buckingham
team topped 36 law schools entered
from around the country, and will
represent England and Wales in the
International Competition in Florida.

Tom Durbin and Denise Saunders

Charlotte Walsh, Dean of the Law
School, said, "I am absolutely delighted
with Buckingham Law School's success
in this competition. It is a great credit to
the students concerned and also a credit
to our Law School's commitment to
produce confident lawyers able to
practise anywhere in the world."

The National Negotiation Competition,
sponsored by the Centre for Effective
Dispute Resolution (CEDR), is in its
ninth year and aims to promote
negotiation skills, which are highly
valued in the legal marketplace.
Ms Janice Denoncourt, a law lecturer,
solicitor and the team's Faculty Advisor,
has been a member of the judging panel
for two years and said, "Tom and Denise
have a superbly effective negotiating
style which they have honed to
perfection."

Tom Durbin said, "The competition was
tough, with many postgraduates on BVC
and LPC courses, but the practical
element of Buckingham's LLB course,
with both mooting and negotiation
assessed during the programme,
ensured we were a step ahead of the
other undergraduates, and by always
keeping our clients’ needs first and
foremost, and by using strategies shown
to us on the CEDR skills course, we
achieved agreeable outcomes in each
negotiation."

Denise Saunders said, "I was so
shocked when they called out my name
but the news has finally settled in and
now I'm looking forward to, and slightly
nervous about, going to Florida!"
Tom and Denise will travel to Orlando,
Florida to represent England & Wales in
the International Competition which will
take place at the College of Law,
Creighton University between 4 - 8 July.

University News
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The results of the NSS will be published
in August 2006 on the national TQI
website, together with some of the other
information now being published about
the University. This will enhance the
profile of the University especially since,
in addition to participating in the NSS, it
is now submitting all the data required
for inclusion in the national League
Tables in 2007. We hope that the results
will encourage future students to come
to your University.

Dynamic Careers
Service gains national
recognition and Matrix
Accreditation

It is with great pleasure that I write to
inform all of you that on the 30th and
31st May, your Careers service
underwent an assessment against the
Matrix Quality Standards and was
awarded accreditation. This is a quality
award and adds to our QAA success.

Fundamental to this success was the
work of Tracy Dunkley, Careers
Adviser/Information Manager and Janice
Circuit, Information Assistant.

Even though we could not have achieved
this without their work, it was a real team
effort involving students, academic staff,
the Chief Operating Officer, Julian
Lovelock and myself, all of whom
underwent a rigorous series of
interviews and assessments, as did the
Careers Service processes.

This achievement, and the partnership
that enabled it, is something we can
build upon with faculty to ensure we
deliver in the ever increasingly complex
and competitive world of graduate
employment.

With employability having become a
major driving force in British Universities,
partnership is the key to success. Those
of you who would like to contribute to
this success may do so by registering
with AlumNet and contacting your
careers service at
careers@buckingham.ac.uk

Marcus Williams
Careers Adviser/ Service
Development Manager

The Chancellor’s Cup
2006

With the Business School securing
consecutive victories in 2004 and 2005,
the Law School made their intentions
clear for 2006 by appointing Law School
Lecturer Jason de Mink to co-ordinate
their challenge to reclaim the
Chancellor’s Cup. Half way through this
years’ competition the Law School have
already established a commanding 370
points to 225 points lead over the
Business School. Winning all but two of
the opening seven events may suggest
that the Law School have so far had it
easy this year. However, these statistics
are misleading as most of the events
went all the way down to the wire!

The 5-a-Side Football was only decided
on the final game, with the Law School
winning 3 matches to 2, this also being
the score in the snooker tournament.
The Law School just missed out on
winning the 11-a-side Football match for
the first time having come back from a
two goal deficit to level the match at 3-3,
only to lose to the Business School on
penalties after extra time. Both the
Badminton and Tennis Tournaments saw
the Law School come from behind to win
5 matches to 4 on the ninth and deciding
matches; the men’s doubles. The Law
School even saved 3 match points in the
deciding match to win the Tennis
Tournament.

Summer term will see if the Law School
are able to hold onto their lead to
recapture the Chancellor’s Cup or if the
Business School can re-establish their
superiority to make it a hat-trick of wins.

Stefan Ridley
Sports Officer

P.S. The Chancellor’s Cup cricket match
will be played at the “Homecoming
Weekend” picnic on 30th July.

Quote of the Season

Larysa Pedersen (MA Victorian
Literature’ 03)

Let me thank the Alumni Office for the
birthday greetings. It was very nice and
sweet to receive this message. It gave

pleasant and warm memories about the
time spent at the Buckingham University
and somehow, I felt to be a part of that

inspiring community.

Obituary

Death of Professor Will Baxter

It is with much sadness that I am
reporting the death of our Honorary
Graduate, Professor W T Baxter. Will
Baxter died, after a short illness, on
Thursday 8th June, just seven weeks
before he was due to celebrate his 100th
birthday.

He was a Professor Emeritus of the
University of London, having taught at
the University of Edinburgh (1934-36),
the University of Cape Town (1937-47)
and the London School of Economics
and Political Science (1947-73). He was
the first full-time Professor of Accounting
in the United Kingdom and is regarded
by most UK accounting academics as
the father of their discipline. He sought
to introduce economic thinking into the
teaching of accounting and made
seminal contributions in accounting
valuation and on the utility of accounting
standards. He is a member of both the
British and American Accounting Halls of
Fame.

Professor Will Baxter

Professor Baxter has had a long
association with the University of
Buckingham. He taught both Professor
Peter Watson and Professor David
Pendrill and was instrumental in the
introduction of the disciplines of
Accounting and Finance in our University
back in the nineteen seventies. He was
awarded an Honorary Doctorate of the
University in 1980 and has been an
extremely supportive honorary graduate.
He and his energetic wife, Leena, rarely
missed our annual graduation ceremony
and Will continued to process until he
was well into his nineties. It was always
a pleasure to see how impressed our
graduating students were to meet such a
famous man!  He will be sadly missed.

Professor David Pendrill

University News

14



Forward Together - 30th
Anniversary Campaign
2006-2012

On a warm sunny day in June, Forward
Together - 30th Anniversary Campaign
2006-2012 was finally launched. The
Foundation has an exciting new
brochure, which is available from the
web pages
www.buckingham.ac.uk/ubfoundation or
in hard copy from the Foundation Office.

Foundation Brochure - 30th Anniversary
Campaign 2006 - 2012

The Campaign aims to raise £10 million,
between 2006 and 2012, to fund a
number of important ventures which will
improve the student experience at
Buckingham. On the University ‘wish list’
is a sports and drama hall; the
renovation of Prebend House; academic
research and professorships, and
scholarships. The University would like to
take a ‘needs blind’ approach to
admissions and enable any student who
is unable to afford to pay fees, but is well
qualified, to benefit from a Buckingham
education.

Lord Tanlaw, who has been a most
generous donor to the University, has
agreed to be the Patron of the 30th
Anniversary Campaign.

Lord Tanlaw

I do hope that you will all feel able to
support the Campaign.

For US donors, CAF America can now
accept your donations in a tax efficient
manner and online, direct from the
Foundation web pages
www.buckingham.ac.uk/ubfoundation/ho
wtodonate/caf-usa.html

Donations received in 2006
In the first half of 2006, the sum total of
donations amounts to £203,000. Already,

in response to Dr Terence Kealey’s
article in the last issue of the
Independent, and ahead of the launch,
we have received several very generous
donations from our alumni and alumnae,
our honorary graduates and our existing
donors. This has been an excellent start
to the  Campaign and I would like to tell
you how delighted I am. I would like to
thank all our donors, and in particular,
Professor Ronald Coase, the economist
and Nobel prize winner, for their
generosity towards the University.

News of our donors
David Fisher has been appointed to the
Council of the University and will be an
excellent member of the University’s
governing body. He has shown an
enthusiasm to help the University make
contacts with new potential donors.

John Desborough visited the University
in June. He was invited to be a member
of the Business School panel which
judged the student presentations from
the new degree programme in Business
Enterprise. He was joined by Roz
McLaren, representing Legal and
General Insurance, and Martin
Brassel, Hub Director, Aylesbury Vale
Enterprise Hub. £13,000 was allocated
to five students to start new businesses.
Further information is available from The
University of Buckingham Business
School.

Events
The 3rd biennial Garrick dinner for
honorary graduates and donors took
place on March 9th 2006 at the Garrick
Club, hosted by the Chancellor, Sir
Martin Jacomb. It was a splendid event
attended by a glittering and illustrious
array of guests who all commented on
what a happy evening they had had. Dr
Terence Kealey, as always, gave an
excellent speech drawing attention to the
successes of the University. He was
congratulated, on his enthusiasm and his
achievements.

Visitors
Buckinghamshire Foundation
Mike Sparks, Executive Director of the
Buckinghamshire Foundation, which was
founded by the late Sir Nigel Mobbs,
visited the Foundation to discuss
European Social Fund Global Grants for
scholarships.

Haymills Trust
William Underwood, one of the
Foundation trustees and an honorary
graduate of the University, brought Ian
Ferres, a trustee of the Haymills Trust to
visit the University to consider possible
funding from the Haymills Trust.
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John Fraser, Master of Massey
College, University of Toronto
John Fraser made a visit to the
Foundation to meet Dr Terence Kealey
and to discuss the progress of students
who have been awarded an   Ondaatje
Scholarship at Massey College. Sir
Christopher Ondaatje kindly made a
significant donation to fund postgraduate
students at Massey College and at the
University of Buckingham. Further
details of the scholarship are available
from the Foundation office and on the
University website
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/study/fees/
scholarship/ondaatje.html

New Scholarships
The MBI Foundation, which aims to
promote better understanding between
the peoples of the Middle East and the
wider world, focuses on educational and
cultural projects, and on forging
partnerships rather than simply giving
grants, has agreed that University of
Buckingham students from the Middle
East may apply for funding from its
scholarship programme.

Contacts
Many of you may know potential donors
who might like to contribute to The 30th
Anniversary; please let the Foundation
know of such contacts. Dr Terence
Kealey is always happy to invite visitors
to the University to see for themselves
what a worthwhile institution it is and
how worthy of their support.

Future Events

Alison Philips dinner
Alison Philips, also a member of
Council, is planning a fundraising dinner
with the Foundation in November at the
University.

I am very grateful to Alison for agreeing
to be responsible for this event.

If you would like to organize a
fundraising event, do let me know and I
will be very happy to help you with the
organization of it.

Sarah Rush
You will all be delighted to know that
Sarah has recovered well from her
surgery and is now back in the office. It
is wonderful to have her back on board;
the Foundation needs her invaluable
help.

Dr Mary Welstead
Director of the University of
Buckingham Foundation
Direct Line: +44 (0)1280 820263
Email:
mary.welstead@buckingham.ac.uk
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GALERIE PIRSCHKE
Established by Ruprecht von Heusinger (Bsc Economics ’93) in 2001.

Based in Frankfurt, we specialise in abstract Eastern European art.
Furthermore, we offer a range of tailor made PORTRAIT SERVICES to meet

the wishes of our customers. Our services range from traditional oil portraits to coal
drawings.

Please contact us for further details.

To All Alumni

This publication is for you and if
you would like input into the next

issue, please send comments and
ideas to Anne Matsuoka.

The next publication we produce
will contain more information,

updating you on where alumni are
these days and what they are up

to.

Please Note:
Copy for the next issue required

by

13th October 2006

www.buckingham.ac.uk

GALERIE PIRSCHKE
Inh. Ruprecht v. Heusinger
Eschenheimer Anlage 19

D-60318 Frankfurt am Main

info@pirschke.com
www.pirschke.com

www.pirschke-portraits.com
tel.: +49 69 175 100 48

Study Abroad & Internships

New WEBSITE!
www.buckingham.ac.uk/study/studyabroad

The University of Buckingham’s Study Abroad &
Internships Office is launching its new web pages. These
new pages have everything you need to know about work

placements in Europe for Buckingham and visiting
students. You will also find information on Summer and
Semester Abroad study-programmes at Buckingham for

visiting students.

Visiting students may combine a period of study at
Buckingham with an academically-directed internship and

earn credits towards their degrees at their home
institutions.

For more information please contact 
Jeremy Howard, Study Abroad & Internships Director, or

Patricia C. Prada Jimenez, Programmes Coordinator,
at study.abroad@buckingham.ac.uk 

or you may call + 44 (0) 1280 814080.


