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I would like to acknowledge and
extend my deepest gratitude to
the academics and staff of The
University of Buckingham for
their commitment to us over the
past years. They have challenged
us to strive for academic
excellence, but more importantly,
they have helped us to grow
spiritually, preparing us for the
world outside the fish bowl called
‘University’. Their attitude proved
that we haven’t come to
Buckingham by mistake.

Now our time at The University
of Buckingham has come to an
end. It has been a time of learning
and maturing. We have shared memories and built
friendships that hopefully 
will last for the rest of our lives. For those of us

who are overseas students, we
have learned how to adjust to
living away from home and
how to enrich ourselves from
the multi-cultural
environment that Buckingham
epitomises so successfully.

We have also learned a lot
about the importance of
friends. I can hardly name any
of the 88 countries represented
in Buckingham from which I
haven’t got a friend and this is
what makes this University so
special to me and so unique
compared to the rest of the UK
universities.

Continued on Page 3

‘Lessons on paying for higher
education’ was the headline in The
Guardian on the 6 January when the
University received a significant amount of
publicity as the issue of top up fees was
discussed and the University was compared
with other international fee paying
institutions.

‘What price freedom?’ was the
headline of an article in The Independent
on the 16 January, which discussed the
misconceived opting out of the state system
by in particular Surrey University. The
article centred on lessons that could be
learned from Britain’s only private
University.

‘Set Universities free’ – an article
written by Sir Martin Jacomb, Chancellor
of the University appeared in The Spectator
on the 25 January. The article concerns
funding within higher education.

‘Talking it Over’, was the headline
appearing in The Guardian on the 4
February. The article detailed the Guardian
debate attended by Dr Kealey and Chris

Woodhead. The debate concerned the
higher education White Paper on
University funding. 

‘Degree courses to be cut to
two years’ – this article featured in The
Independent on Sunday on the 16 March,
discusses the latest in the line of reform
proposals for universities put forward by
Charles Clarke. There is direct mention of
the University already being a model for
the proposed reforms.

‘Inflation by degrees’ was the
headline in an article appearing in The
Guardian on 18 March. The article
discusses the government’s view that
getting good degree results is becoming too
easy. However, the University is reported to
be consistent in it’s awarding of good
degrees.

‘Model of true autonomy free
from state bondage’ -  reported in
The THES on 21 March, Dr Kealey
argues, ‘Buckingham shows how the state
could support a UK Ivy League.’

Message from
the Vice-Chancellor

This year marks the
50th anniversary of the
discovery of the
structure of DNA by
Crick and Watson.
And even though the
dot.com commercial
bubble has burst, this

millennium marks humanity’s entry into a
new world of unprecedented information
transfer. So quite properly we at
Buckingham are marking these two
milestones with our own, our new MSc in
Bioinformatics.

Bioinformatics is a novel science by which
discoveries are made, not by the direct
application of chemistry to the DNA
molecule, but by aiming sophisticated IT at
it. Thanks to the new sequencing machines,
molecular biologists can produce vast reams
of DNA data (the 3 billion separate elements
of the human DNA have now been
sequenced – a remarkable achievement) but
extracting useful information out of that
data is not so easy: hence the new science of
bioinformatics, whereby advanced
algorithms are applied to reveal hidden
knowledge, ranging from the discovery of
new genes to their regulation and biological
roles.

Developing the new MSc has involved the
fusion of two of our core strengths, the
molecular biology of the Clore Laboratory
under Professor Mike Cawthorne and the IT
of the Department of Information Systems
under Dr Judith Jeffcoate. Together these
two groupings have developed the
programmes in ways that reflect well on our
depth of expertise. Research will be part of
the new courses, so we’ll be looking for
publications from our students.

Leading the new course will be our newly-
appointed Senior Lecturer Dr Kenneth
Langlands, and we wish him – and his new
students – all the best.

Dr Terence Kealey
Vice-Chancellor

BUCKINGHAM IN THE NEWS BUCKINGHAM IN THE NEWS BUCKINGHAM IN
THENEW

S
BUCKINGHAM

IN
THE

NEW
S

BUCKINGHAM
IN

THE
NEW

S

BUCKINGHAMINTHENEWSBUCKINGHAMINTHENEWSBUCKINGHAMIN
TH

EN
EW

S
BU

CK
IN

GH
AM

IN
TH

EN
EW

S
BU

CK
IN

GH
AM

IN
TH

EN
EW

S

IndependentT
H

E

Sir Martin Jacomb and Leopold Mills
II (Doctor of Laws Honoris Causa)

Spring 2003

Graduation 2003



Life at
Buckingham
is very busy
and very
exciting at
the moment,

and many things are happening in our
office.

There are two alumni events that I want
to mention, but first of all I must let you
know that the amount of publicity that
the university has been receiving has shot
up over the last six months.  This has a lot
to do with the introduction of top-up fees,
but also more recently with the
government’s plan to introduce a two year
degree pilot scheme.  This has not received
a very favourable response from the
universities approached, but it has
produced media interest in Buckingham.
I find journalists are particularly
astonished when they discover we
pioneered the two-year degree 26 years
ago!  Dr Kealey’s participation in a debate
on top-up fees also gave us a lot of
coverage.  He took part in the talk with

Charles Clarke (Secretary of State for
Education) and Mr Clarke is now
interested in learning more about
Buckingham.

On to alumni matters.  Some of you will
have received a global email from me
asking for your help in answering a short
questionnaire relating to a ‘networking’
page on the AlumNet website.  We have
received a tremendous response to this
request, and Emil is now collating all the
information so that we can work on
getting a new page written and put on line
as soon as possible.  The feedback we have
had is that many of you would appreciate
a service of this kind and would find it
useful.  Any other comments are more
than welcome.

Secondly, we are in the process of
arranging the next London summer party.
This year it will be held on Friday, 20
June and will be on a boat.  (Please see
details on page 11).  This will also be a
great opportunity for networking and we
hope that many of you will come along.

As soon as we can we will put a list of
attendees on the AlumNet site, but it
would be very helpful if any of you able to
come along could let us know as soon as
possible, and also encourage friends to
come too.  This will be more than a party
– and we need you to participate to make
it better than ever before.

I look forward very much to seeing you
there.
Anne Matsuoka
+44 (0) 1280 820338
anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk
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Editor’s News

After graduating with an MSc in Service
Management in 1996 I returned to Bombay
and joined ANZ Grindlays Bank as part of
their BPR initiatives team.

In June 1999 I moved to Deutsche Bank in
Bombay and began working as Head of
Marketing and Communications, Global
Securities Services, India.  I am still with
Deutsche Bank and am now Head of
Corporate Communications, India.  My
interest in languages and a diploma in
Journalism, together with the MSc in Service
Management has given me the necessary

experience to be able to cope with the
responsibilities I hold today.  I must admit that
the financial world is very interesting to me.
When deciding on a career move, I was faced
with many options in the services sector, but
finance somehow as a universal pulse that is a
strong driving force.

In my spare time I enjoy travelling and spend
most of my spare time doing just that. I am in
contact with other alumni, and of course with
my sister Marushka, who wrote a piece for the
Independent last year.  Others I hear from are:

Ashna Singh (BSc Business Studies, ’95) is
settled in Delhi and got married last year. She
and my sister are good friends and are in touch
regularly.

Sharad Gulyani (BSc Business Studies, ’95) is
based in Delhi and runs a popular restaurant
called ‘The Buck Stops Here’. Sharad is
married to Radhika and is a proud dad of
twins (July 4, 2002).

Hawa Bhadella (Law ’94) is in Zimbabwe and
got married in March this year. My sister

attended her wedding in Harare. Hawa,
Marushka and me stay in touch and are very
close friends. Also our respective families know
each other well.

Bharat Advani (BSc Business Studies, ’95) is in
Jakarta and got married last August. I met with
him when I was in Jakarta on a business trip.

Della Tan (MSc Service Management) is in
Singapore and works with Motorola and I
meet her whenever I am in Singapore.  Della
recently made a trip out to India.

That‘s pretty much it. I am also in touch with
Suthipas Ariyawatgul (MSc Service
Management, ’95) who’s in Spain and had a
very cute baby girl, and Anita Harun (MSc
Service Management ’95) via email.

Do hope to catch up with others of you at
some point and please do get in touch if you
are ever in Bombay

Sunher Thanawalla

(MSc Service Management ’96)

News from Bombay

From Left: Lynne Burgess, Lushani and Sanjaya
Kodituwakku with their son, and Anne Matsuoka
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One of the things many of us appreciate
most about the University of Buckingham
is the opportunity to form close, long-
lasting friendships. Friendships that are
built through shared experiences. Those
experiences produced many memories
indelibly etched in our hearts that will
impact us forever, because we have climbed
a mountain. It has been a hard and
sometimes exhausting climb, but we did it
and we did it together.

Hence, the mutual feeling of satisfaction
and achievement for all of us, who
graduated on March 1, 2003. It was
raining outside, but we all were excited
and even giggly, sharing our victorious and
ever-optimistic mood with parents,
relatives and friends – all gathered in St.
Peter and Paul Parish Church in
Buckingham. When Sir Martin Jacomb,
Chancellor of the University conferred our
degrees we realised that not only ‘was it all
over,’ but that we had to go out there, in
the open world and continue learning in
the lecture halls of the real life.

I firmly believe that Buckingham provided
us not only with the flexibility to adapt to
change, but also to really enjoy the
challenge. And this is why I will remember
my Graduation Day as well as my
Buckingham student experience fondly,
but without longing, because the
University
gave me
both the
knowledge
and the
passion
needed to
do good
things with
it.

Emil
Vassilev

Valentino Hamilton recieves the Edgar
Palamountain Award for Excellence from Mrs
Chloe Woodhead (the daughter of Edgar
Palamountain, who donated the medal)

As a July entrant, this was my first official
Graduation Ball, and I must say that I was
extremely impressed.   The facilities themselves
were fantastic, and it was rather awe-inspiring
to see the transformation from a staid croquette
pitch to what became the Mecca of festivities.

The multicultural emphasis of the
entertainment not only accurately reflected the
diverse nature of the University’s student body,
but also how well they interplay and relate with
each other; something to be seriously

considered in these turbulent global times. The
elegance of black ties and dinner jackets were
wonderfully complimented by gorgeous ball
gowns and accented by those proud to wear
their national attire.  From the relaxing
welcome of the African Drummers to the
fantastic rhythm and fanciful-feathered
costumes of the Brazilian and Bhamra bands
and their tireless dancers, there was plenty to
keep everybody on the dance floor.  And with
Counterfeit ABBA doing their prodigious
namesakes proud, there was plenty of
opportunity for even the tone-deaf amongst us
(such as myself ) to practice our singing voices
in accompaniment. 

And to believe that this went on, all night,
non-stop, is amazing.  At no point was there
ever a noticeable lag, which although may have
gone unappreciated on the night was definitely
something that those of us who made the
‘survivor’ photo came to realise during our
recovery on Sunday.  The organisers and

performers must be congratulated on their
dedication to detail, and the survivors admired
on their endurance. I look forward to next year.
George Jones (Law)

And a comment from the organisers:
The reports from George and Emil say it all. I
am sure that I speak for all staff when I say that
reading such reports makes all the problems
encountered in organising such events and the
extra hours put in to do so, fade into
insignificance.  Knowing that we have done a
good job and how much students have enjoyed
their time at Buckingham and in particular the
Graduation and the Swan Ball, make it all
worthwhile.  I am sure I am not alone when I
say I get such a buzz from knowing that in
some small way I have contributed to that.

Sheila Taylor
Student Union
email: sheila.taylor@buckingham.ac.uk

Swan Ball 2003
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Quote of the Season
Hello,
The most surprising and emotional birthday
gift I had for today.  Just these intangible
touches that give great feeling. It was so nice
of the Alumni Office to send a card. At Four
Seasons Hotel, Riyadh where I work, my
department colleagues surprised me with a
special cake too. Regards and best wishes to all
the Buckingham family.  I miss you all.
Mohamad Berjawi (MSc International Hotel
Management, 2001)

After completing her law degree in two
years at Buckingham, Deirdre La Touche

(LL.B, ’01) joined
Mills & Reeve as a
Legal Secretary
and was promoted
to paralegal six
months thereafter.
Deirdre has since
worked in the
Public Law
Department and

has gained experience in negotiating and
drafting appropriate clauses in
commercial agreements including Service
Level Agreements. She has also advised
upon and drafted contracts and schedules
relating to Primary Care Trust
Establishment. Deirdre has assisted in the

drafting of procurement contracts dealing
with provision and commissioning of
services and supplies.

Deirdre’s work also consists of effecting
the Statutory Vesting of Property Titles
from devolved NHS Trusts to newly
formed Primary Care Trusts, having
responsibility for her own caseload.

She also has litigation experience in Lands
Tribunal disputes and Inquests.

Deirdre regularly writes articles for Mills
& Reeve’s Local Government Legal
Update on topics ranging from following
correct protocol when flying the Union
Flag to the government introduction of
Foundation Hospitals and the
implications of the same.

Peter Macaulay Adediran (LL.B, ’90)

I wrote a professional legal textbook,
which was published in June 2002 by
Kogan Page. The book is called ‘A
Practical Guide to Business Law and the
Internet’ and it is a bestseller in
telecommunication and Internet Law. I
started my own law firm registered and
regulated by the UK Law Society as a firm
of solicitors as from the 10th April 2003. I
do Information Technology Intellectual
Property Privacy and Data Protection
General Commercial Law and
Commercial Litigation. More details are
available on my website
www.tomorrowslaw.com.

I gave a presentation to the undergraduate
law students late last year at the
Franciscan Building. Professor Durand
arranged it. As a new law firm hoping to
develop tomorrows law needs as much
marketing, within reason, as it can
possibly get. Please would you let me
know if there are any initiatives such as
presentations on motivation or setting up
your own company that I can give or
opportunities to meet other alumni
profitably.

Please let me know what assistance I could
give. Also I would like to have a link to
the Buckingham website from my site and
vice versa. I think a link to my site from
your alumni page would be useful.

Mario Buisson (BSc Business Studies,
’93)
I have been a senior manager in IT and
general management for the last 8 years
and I have taken a year off to study MBA
at Brunel University.

Azly Ahmad Anwar (LL.B, ’96; BSc
Econ, ’98) reports from Malaysia about
his friends and University of Buckingham
alumni:

Teh Fadhilah Mohd Anuar (BSc Econ,
’99) is now a lecturer in our home state
of Terengganu. She got married in 2001,
and has started a family of her own, her
daughter is 10 months.

Fadhlina Fasri is an auditor at EY. I
seldom see her, being an auditor for one
of the Big 5 in Malaysia means putting
dog hours into her work. But we do keep
in touch occasionally and she never misses
family gatherings. Farhaini, her sister, got
back a few weeks ago. 

Ahmad Sharil Ikram Hj Ramli (BSc
Econ, ’97) is working with Osman Yahaya
(BSc Business Studies, ’99). We do meet
up from time to time.
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Alumni at Work
On March 4, 2003 it was announced that
Rosemary Nwawka (LL.B, ’92) has

joined Hiscock &
Barclay, LLP, New
York, as a new
attorney. In her
highly challenging
new assignment
Rosemary will
represent lending
institutions in
commercial
transactions and

conduct residential
loan transactions

for mortgage lenders.  She will also handle
commercial foreclosure and asset recovery
matters for banks, mortgage bankers and
federal agencies as well as a variety of real
estate matters for industrial development
agencies.

Hiscock & Barclay, LLP is a full-service
law firm providing a wide range of legal
expertise and was established in 1855

Bali Olanrewaju (LL.B, ’91), CEO of
Infotech Lawyer, was pleased to announce
that he has become the first lawyer in
Nigeria to produce Nigerian laws and law
reports on CD-ROM. The software is
known as Compulaw and it has become
widely used by Bar and Bench in Nigeria.
It contains caselaw spanning 29 years, all
Nigerian laws and more.  Also he is the
only lawyer in Nigeria today who has been
recognised as an expert in IT related fields.

Stewart Womersley (LL.B, ’99)

After completing my LPC in London, I
traveled to Australia where I worked for 7
months in Sydney. I then traveled to New
Zealand, Fiji, Cook Islands and California
as well as seeing a lot of Australia. I then
obtained a training contract with Carey
Langlois, a commercial firm in Guernsey. I
started this on the 2nd December 2002.

The Freunde der University of Buckingham,
have much pleasure in announcing a weekend

of events in Krakow, Poland beginning on
Friday, 20 June. There is an exciting schedule
of trips and entertainment and for those of
you who are interested in attending, or who

would like more information,
please could you contact: 

Ruprecht von Heusinger (Economics 93) on:
ruprecht@von-heusinger.com

Rosemary Nwawka



ART X, 2003
The University of Buckingham is pleased to
announce the success of the Art X 2003, a
three week art exhibition in association with
art dealer John Brandler. With the Grand
Opening taking place on Wednesday 26th
February and attended by the good and
great of Buckinghamshire and the
neighbouring counties, the exhibition ran
for almost three weeks and took place in
newly refurbished rooms at the University
that were previously part of an old milk
factory.

The launch of this exciting and dynamic
event saw a unique fusion of the traditional
and contemporary. With works of art from
Constable, Warhol and Calvin Russell
sculptures, there was something for
everyone. There was even Thomas the Tank
Engine drawings and Winnie the Pooh
cartoons. 

During this time the main event of the
University year, Graduation, was held and
we wanted to make it even more special by
giving as many students, staff, alumni and
parents as possible the chance to view and
buy the art. 

Roger Scruton Lectures at Buckingham
Roger Scruton, Honorary Professor of
Philosophy, gave a lecture on globalisation
on 14th February 2003. Ranging from the
Enlightenment and the Ottoman Empire
to the war with Iraq, Professor Scruton
gave a brilliant tour d’horizon of relations
between Islam and the West. His talk was
insightful and refreshingly astringent and
very much enjoyed.
Professor Scruton is a well-known writer,
philosopher and journalist who has recently
written the book The West and the Rest:
Globalisation and the Terrorist Threat.
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The Trans-cultural Research Centre that
was launched at the University of
Buckingham on the 4 February 2003
should hardly come as a surprise as we
have representatives from some 85
different nationalities studying here.

The Centre has been established to
build upon this base, in dealing
with trans-cultural issues, through
effecting transformational change,
thus leading to the development of
multi-cultural enterprises. In his
opening speech, Centre’s Director
– Ronnie Lessem (pictured right) –
stated its mission to ‘facilitate
discussion, learning and contact

between cultures and agents of change.’
The Trans-cultural Centre, which offers
doctoral and masters programs, is
supported by Invest in Milton Keynes and
the MK Chamber of Commerce.

Trans-cultural Research Centre launched 

The Chancellor’s Cup
2003 saw the launch of the ‘Chancellor’s
Cup’, an intramural sports programme
contested between the Law School and the
Business School. The annual tournament is
open to both students and staff and runs
from January to September. To ensure that
everybody can particpate, individuals from
other schools or departments can elect to
play for either school for that year. The
tournament is composed of fourteen
sporting activities, with all participants
receiving individual medals, and with a
shield being awarded for each event to the
winning School. The Chancellor’s Cup is
presented during the Summer Term to the
School amassing the most points.

Now for the action. Winter Term has seen
the completion of the 5-a-side Football,
Chess, Table Tennis and Snooker
Tournaments.
Against the odds, the Law School pulled off
a shock victory in the 5-a-side Football
winning 3 games to 1, and accumulating
60 Chancellor’s Cup points to the Business

Schools 5pts.
This lead was further extended in the chess
tournament. The Law School Dean, John
Halladay gave his team a winning start,
which they managed to hold to take a
closely fought 3 games to 2 victory.  The
Law School were now developing a
commanding lead having registered 130
Chancellor’s Cup points against 15pts for
the Business School.

Being 115pts behind after just two events
and now desperate for points, the Business
School turned out in force for the table
tennis, winning 7 of 9 matches to close the
gap to only 50pts.

Tree Planted to Mark the Queen’s Jubilee
The Queen’s Golden Jubilee has been
marked at the University again this year (last
year an afternoon of events for staff and
students was organised on campus) with a
tree planting ceremony on February 3,
2003.
The event was organised by Una Robinson,
a local tree warden for the National Tree
Council, and the tree was planted by the
Mayoress, Cllr Christine Strain-Clark, aided
by a few guests. There were short talks from
the Mayoress and the Vice-Chancellor, Dr
Terence Kealey. A group of students,
representatives from four continents, were

also there to take part, strengthening the
strong links between town and gown that
Buckingham is so proud of.

Roger Scruton and Dr. T. Kealey

The winning team from the Business School

Tree-planting Ceremony

UNIVERSITY NEWS
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Engagements, Marriages..
Engagements

Georgina Tonkinson (LL.B, ’97) and
James Stephens (LL.B, ’97; LL.M, ’98)
who met at Buckingham have recently got
engaged and are getting married on 16th
August 2003. James‘s best man at the
wedding will also be an alumnus - Rob
Knight (BSc European Business
Management, ’97). Congratulations!

Benjamin Yiu Yan Wong (BSc Econ, ’01)
informed us that he and Lim Yan Huey
got engaged and are going to get married
in December 2003 with the exact date to
be announced soon.

Marriages

Mie Ito (BSc Accounting & Financial 
Management, ’99) married Pop on 2
January 2003, in Thailand. The wedding
was held in the morning while the party
was in the evening and both were attended
by more than 100 relatives and friends of
the newlyweds. Mie shares with us that she
has found out that the wedding party in
Thailand is not very different from that in
Japan, ‘except you have to cut the very
bottom of the cake!’

Denis Chau (BSc Information Systems
’00) married Marilyn Lim (LLB ’99) on
Sunday 26 January 2003 at Chandos Road
Church, Buckingham. The bride wore
white off-the-shoulder dress with tiara. 

In Denis’s words: ‘my wife Marilyn and I
are both Buckingham alumni. After
graduation we returned to our respective
countries to work: Marilyn as a practising
lawyer in Malaysia and I as a software
consultant in Hong Kong.  In 2002, I
returned to the UK and accepted an offer
to work in the IT Services Department
here at the University of Buckingham.  It
has been wonderful to return to these
idyllic surroundings and work with the
very people who supported me throughout
my student days here. Marilyn and I were
reunited in Buckingham in October, and
we were married on January 26th, 2003.’

Azly Ahmad Anwar (LL.B, ’96; BSc Econ,
’98) has tied the knot with Jazlina Ahmad
Azahari on December 27th 2002. He
works with the Malaysian Securities
Commission and she is an IT graduate, 
presently teaching at one of the local
Colleges in Kuala Lumpur. 

Few months after graduating from
Buckingham Maciej Drowanowski (MBA,
’01) married Magdalena Jordan. The
wedding took place on 22nd June 2002 in
Bialystok (Poland). One of  Maciek‘s
classmates David Roeder (MBA, ’01)
attended the ceremony and enjoyed Polish
hospitality, superb food and drinks.

Although it is already some time after the
ceremony, there is a good reason to
mention it now, as the young couple have
just come back from a two-week
honeymoon on the Maldives. They sent us
greetings and a few pictures from this
paradise, where people spent most of their
time diving, snorkeling, sailing and
enjoying their colourful cocktails (Blue
Maldives, Island Special and B-52 drinks
were fully tested by Magda and Maciej and
highly recommended).

Mie Ito and Pop’s Wedding

Mie Ito’s friends Akiko Fujita and Miki Oana
pictured back row

Magda and Maciej Drowanowski’s Wedding

Marilyn and Denis Chau’s Wedding

Maciej and Magda diving deep in the Maldives
during their honeymoon



Sotirya Menassa and baby Joseph
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Just when we thought this joyful section of

The Independent was completed a card arrived

in the office. It read:
‘Hi there 

My name is Daisy and my vital stats are: Born:

8th April 2003, 02:47 am

weight: 3.57KG length: 55 cms. 

I thought they were joking when they showed

me the exit, so I opted for the sunroof exit

instead, and all went smoothly.

Mum is well and dad is elated. We all went

home today and I am now relaxing there for a

while. I love my food and sleep and keep

mum and dad busy with the odd nappy

change.

I am sure I will meet you at some point, but

until then, take care 

With lots of love to all 

Daisy!! xxx 

ps: Franco and Polly also say hi!’

Francois de la Croix-Vaubois 

(Business Studies ’89)

Winnie Ng (BSc Econ ’00) and her husband
holding little Rachel

From left: Erik holding his sister Elizabeth, Antia
and Floris Vreedenburgh

Little Rachel

Daisy de la Croix-Vaubois

Hanna Emilie Groot , daughter of Carolijn 
Ploem and Rutger Groot

Larysa Pedersen (MA in Victorian Literature,

’03), gave birth in November 2001 to a

beautiful girl, who is named Agnessa. Now

that Agnessa is one-year old, Larysa points

out that it was with her baby’s ‘help’ that she

successfully finished her studies in

Buckingham and completed her dissertation.

Francis Menassa (Law ’96) and his wife

Sotirya (Law ’94) celebrated the birth of their

baby Joseph on the 27th November 2002 at

the Chelsea and Westminster Hospital. The

newly born Joseph weighed in at 3.85KG and

was 56cm long.

On December 18th 2002 Hanna Emilie

Groot, daughter of Carolijn Ploem and

Rutger Groot ( BSc Business Studies ’85), was

born. Isn‘t she lovely. In Rutger’s words

‘Sleeping all night from day 1, she‘s the best

thing which ever happened to us!’

..and Births

A baby son, name Ismail, was born on 13

Feb 2003 at 4.15pm to Nazim Awan (Law

’96) and his wife Dr Nazia Kaushal. Young

Ismail was delivered by caesarian section after

a long labour. His weight was 6lbs.

Obele Tom-George (LL.B, ’98) got married
in February this year and has become Mrs
Akinnirange. She also had a baby girl,
Damilola, on 16 April. Obele is just getting
used to being a mum, and sounds very happy
about it.

We have received information through Sheila
Taylor that Denice Dane (LL.B, ’02) had a
baby boy on 30 April - yet to be named!

Max Graf von Moy (BSc Business Studies,
'00; MSc Service Management ’01) and his
wife Jennie Graf von Moy (BSc Marketing
with French ’01) have sent us the following:

‘Dear Family and Friends,

Constantin has finally decided to join us. He
arrived after a brief labour on Tuesday, 13th of
May at 9.01pm. He weighed 3.210 gram and
is 50cm long and of course he is absolutely
beautiful and on great form. Jennie is doing
very well and hopes to be out of hospital at
the weekend. It really is a miracle!

All the best from Jennie, Max and
Constantin!’

Floris Vreedenburgh (Economics ’93) and his
wife Antia are very happy to announce the
birth of their new daughter Elizabeth, seen in
the picture with her little brother Erik
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A great story unfolds as a reply to a
Birthday Card......

Thank you very much for my birthday
card. It is nice to know that the Alumni
Office keep in such close contact with
former students and can even remember
their birthdays. 

I graduated in 1981 from the school of
law and then went on to complete my bar
examinations in 1983 and have been
practising law in Malaysia since that time. 

I shall be celebrating my 20th wedding
anniversary in October. I have been
married to Carole Pearson who was
employed by the University in the
Admissions Office and who I met in 1980
at the university while I was a student .
We have one son, Michael, who is 12
years old . 

I am curious to know if we are the first, or
one of the first, staff/student marriages
from the early university days. 

Thank you once again for your birthday
card and look forward to your reply. 

regards 

Ranjit Singh (Law, ’81)

Kirsten Ladebeck (LLB, ’96) wrote

‘Dear Anne and Alumni Office!

A belated thank You for organising the get
together on Friday 31 January 2003 at the
Cross Keys.

With so much of your effort that goes in
before and after these events I thought it
was a real shame that not more alumni
came.

I have my hopes for the next event of this
kind and please let me know if you need
any assistance in the future’.

And yet another reply to a Birthday
Card sent by the University......

Many thanks for the birthday greetings as
it was very unexpected and therefore was a
very pleasant surprise. Things are going ok
for me, but I have been a bit shy with my
news, right here goes for an update.

1) I no longer live in London, I now live
up in St Neots where the fresh air and
attempt at good living suits me better.

2) I am no longer a single man, on
October 12th last year I got married to
my wife, Queen, an attractive young lady
I met whilst working out in Nigeria.

3) I am now working for myself acting as
a consultant to companies with regards to
providing sales/marketing advice. The
truth is that I would provide advice on
other area‘s as well but people seem to
focus on this area of my skills.

So there you go a quick news update from
me, I will try to make it to the 20th June,
if you could forward me the details I
would be very grateful. Say Hi to the rest
of the Alumni team and I look forward to
seeing you soon.

Kindest personal regards,

Spencer Voakes (Business, ’97)

Miss Phyllis Hope Scotney 1904 – 2002 -
Bequest
Miss Phyllis Hope Scotney was born on the
6th April 1904 in Leicester, England.  Her
father was an assistant School Master at a
Boarding School and her mother was
Headmistress at Ashby de la Zouch Grammer
School.  The seeds for Miss Scotney’s future
were, perhaps then, already sewn.  Her
abiding passion for medieval history and
theology may also have been fostered by the
passions of her parents, together with her
strong convictions for independent education.

In 1922 she studied at The Royal Holloway
University of London, as had women such as
Mary Anne Evans (better known as George
Elliot), Elizabeth Blackwell and Emily
Wilding Davidson before her.  She graduated
in July 1927 with a BA in history and an MA
for which she had been granted a post-
graduate scholarship.

Her passion for history made her a fervent
royalist and she regularly wrote to the Queen
on various matters, including her horror at

the naming of her first born son.  In Miss
Scotney’s eyes Charles the First was a papist
traitor and the name was not suitable for the
heir apparent!

She taught at the High School for Girls in
Accrington, which in her day was a
prominent and highly regarded school in the
area. A woman of huge integrity and
possessing a sharp wit, she had outspoken
views balanced by a huge commitment to
public service. Her philosophy for primary
education was based on the FIVE (not three),
‘R’s - Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, Right
and Wrong!

In the 1980’s a school at which she was a
Governor was threatened with closure.  She
rallied parents, governors and local dignitaries
to counter the move and due to her efforts at
this time the school has remained.  She was a
formidable presence and was in her eighties
when she finally resigned from the board of
Governors.  The Headteacher there
remembers the only time she personally spoke
to a Lancashire Chief Education Officer who
was following a complaint from Miss Scotney
that she had not controlled the boys who
were climbing the school wall.  He apologised

for the personal response but added ‘She
taught me at School and I daren’t not give it
my full attention’.

Miss Scotney gave many lectures up and
down the country, even lecturing at
Strangeways Womens Prison.  She travelled
widely, having a particular love for Spain,
which she explored fully over many decades. 
Due to a lack of contemporaries, we only
have a flavour of Miss Scotney’s true self. A
formidable lady who leaves a firm impression
on the minds of those who remember her –
how many of us in our eighties would be able
to influence the County Education Chief?

Although we never knew of her support
during her lifetime, she would undoubtedly
have fully researched us before giving her
bequest, and as the Headteacher of St Mary
Magdalen’s says,  ‘If Buckingham produces
one Phyllis Scotney, with her verve and
passion unmoved by the populism of the time
and steadfast in their educational
commitment, her bequest will have been well
met.’
Lynne Burgess
email: lynne.burgess@buckingham.ac.uk

From left: Dimitrios Alexandris, Kirsten Ladebeck
and Max Spies von Büllesheim

FUNDRAISING 
NEWS
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Geography and generosity
Dr John Drew reports on a remarkable
visit to some friends of the University
I was airbound for Faro. Barring the
South of England, Brittany, the Bay of
Biscay and a thousand odd miles of
Iberian peninsula – all of which sped past
the window in short order – Faro and
Buckingham are, in fact, cheek-by-jowl.
The reason for this revolution in
geography was the reason for my journey.
And from Faro, under a brilliant blue sky,
it was merely a hop, skip and espresso to
Armação de Pêra, where I was booked in
at the splendid four-star Hotel Garbe –
£19 a night, with a sea view. More
contradictions! After a rapid shower and
changing into something suitably formal
(flip flops and Bermudas, I think it was) I
was ready to meet my hosts.
Mr and Mrs Gregory were waiting in the
lounge. It was not in the least the case – I
fear it seldom is – that, as soon as we
met, I felt as if I’d known them for years.
But, for people who’d never met before,
none of whom had ever met with
strangers for precisely the purpose for
which we were meeting, I like to think
the ice broke fast. To which end, there’s
nothing like a cup of tea and good home-

made cake! – both of which the Hotel
Garbe had to hand. Certainly, Bobby and
Dorothy were friendliness itself, and there
was much to talk of. There was also much
to see, and the next day we made a start. 
The Algarve is so-called from the Arabic,
Al-Gharb – the West – this being the
extremity of the Islamic occupation of the
peninsula that has left such permanent
and beautiful imprints all over Spain and
Portugal. Apart from the miles of
tremendous Atlantic beach to the south,
the north is bordered and separated from
the rest of Portugal by the Serra de

Monchique, and it was up into these hills
– looking, in the heavy winter rain,  more
like the Jamaican blue mountains than
the frontier of an Arab empire – that we
drove, after inspecting the wave-battered

jetty of the Ponta de Piedade, where
pleasure boats ply in the summer. We
were looking for, and eventually found,
the splendid local delicacy of chicken ’n’
chips: sampled in a roadhouse, perched
half way up to the little spa town of
Caldas de Monchique.
As we drove among the rainclouds,
Bobby and Dorothy spoke a little of their
life before the Algarve became a home.
It’s hard to find just one theme in a
married life, but if pushed, I’d have to
hazard the single word, independence.
On both sides of the family. Dorothy
talked with natural pride of her 98-year-
old father, living and managing – until
very recently – for himself. Bobby spoke,
with more diffidence, of his own travels
and adventurous, entrepreneurial career.
He’d begun with his father and uncle in a
construction firm, initially carrying out
contract work for The West Riding of
Yorkshire County Council – but as he
observed, with a characteristic blue glint
of humour in his eye – no-one would get
very wealthy on commissions from a
Yorkshire council. So he’d struck out on
his own account, and things went well,
and one thing had led to another (even
better, you got the impression), until
finally (best of all) they had led him to
Dorothy, and she had led him – to the
altar.
Guernsey had been their home for several
years, in the early eighties. It sounded
nice, but if there had been a drawback, it
was, one sensed, that common problem
of island states great and small: petty

interference. And it was visibly clear that
one of the joys of the Algarve, by contrast
– even if today seaside construction
proceeds apace, and the expats and locals
are still cautiously adjusting to each
others – is precisely the freedom it offered
and still offers to a self-sufficient couple
like the Gregorys.
When our day of touring was over, we
retired to the couple’s pleasant villa, with
its carefully-tended garden and orchard,
overlooking the gulf of Lagos and broad
open stretch of Atlantic. There I was able
to present various ‘mindings’ and items of
Buckingham memorabilia, which came
with good wishes from all of us, in
perfect inverse proportion to the value of
the gifts. But we hope that a University of
Buckingham scarf and tie are occasionally
to be seen gracing the streets of Lagos or
Portimâo, and that the countenance of

our former Chancellor, Lady Thatcher,
fixes someone from time to time with her
beady eye, as they make their way about
the house. 
We talked, finally, of the reasons why we
and they happen to be in contact at all –
thanks to the regular delivery of the UK
Daily Telegraph to those parts, where
Bobby and Dorothy had read Terence
Kealey’s ‘op ed’ column from week to
week, and heard about the aims and
challenges facing the UK’s only
independent University. It had prompted
an act of great generosity on the Gregory’s
part. But at the end of the day, I hope it
had become clear that the visit was
simply a case of popping over the way to
see some very good friends. And I hope
the Gregorys feel that, with Portugal
geographically instated as an honorary
‘sixth county’ bordering on
Buckinghamshire, we are neighbours on
whom they may call at any time, and for
anything.
Dr John Drew
email: john.drew@buckingham.ac.uk

Armacao de Pera

Ponta de Piedade

Mr & Mrs Gregory’s villa
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(University News continued from page five)
The £1,000 John
and Sylvia Jewkes
Scholarship in
Economics – 2002
Winner
Nicolò Zanotto has
just been awarded
the £1,000 prize
for the best

performance in the Part I examinations in
Economics at the University of
Buckingham. Winners of the prestigious
prize include Dr Ruprecht von Heusinger,
Dr. Edward Major,  Diego Lignana,
Lushani Mellawa, Jana Hlistowa, Xu Zhao,
David Muir, who graduated in the first
weekend in March 2003, with a first class
degree in Economics from the University of
Buckingham and now Mr. Zanotto, to
whom we offer our warmest
congratulations.  Details of the prize, the
prize winners themselves and the history of
the prize and its intellectual links with
Buckingham can be found on the website
www.buckingham.ac.uk/economics

What makes the 2002 award of the prize
doubly gratifying for the old-timers in the
School of International Studies at the
University of Buckingham is that Nicolò is
the nephew of one of our first Economics
students, Filippo Friedenberg, who

graduated with a first class degree in 1982.
It was delightful that Filippo came with his
sister, Nicolò’s mother, to renew the family
connection with Buckingham and to
introduce Nicolò to us; we are hoping to
see the whole family again at the
Graduation ceremony in 2004.

International Student Awards
George Jones (Law) and Florian Wolff
Gorlich (Law) were shortlisted for the
International Student Awards run by the
British Council. The competition required
applicants to write a ‘letter home’ relating
their experiences at an overseas university,
There were 1700 student entries.

Another Success of Buckingham Law
School
On Monday, the 20th January 2003, our
representatives defeated University College,
London, in the second round of the Weekly
Law Reports Competition, wherein we were
drawn away. Mr Paul Baines led our side.
On this occasion, however, he was
supported not by Mr Daron Bain, who did
not return from his vacation in time to
prepare for the contest, but by Mr Matthew
Boddington who, like Mr Baines, is a part-
time law freshman, having begun the course
last October.

The judge was a barrister from Hardwicke
Chambers, where our alumnus, Mr Stephen
Taylor, is presently a pupil. In my respectful
opinion the judge, by his excellent acting,
gave all the contestants, and especially Mr
Boddington, a foretaste of the impatient,
inattentive, interfering, misleading and
rather rude sort of judge who, fortunately,
is not common, but who is met sufficiently
often in practice to make the foretaste a
most valuable experience for each of the
mooters. Of them all and to his very
considerable credit, Mr Boddington,
despite the particularly bitter draught which
fell to his lot, best maintained his air of
calm.

G. Goldberg

Dear fellow colleagues,
students and alumni,
Many of you will
already know that Chris
(my wife, who those
who left the University
some while ago will
remember as Chris
Evans) and I expect to
be moving early this

summer to West Wales,
where I have been
appointed as Vice-
Chancellor designate of
the University of Wales,

Lampeter, to succeed Professor Keith Robbins,
who will be retiring at the end of September.
Lampeter is one of Britain’s smallest
universities, but as part of the University of
Wales is also one of the larger. It is one of
Britain‘s oldest universities, having been
established in 1822 and being the oldest degree
awarding institution in England and Wales
after the Universities of Oxford and
Cambridge. It is, however, also one of the most
innovative, with a very successful range of
distance learning programmes, and it was the
first university in Wales to advertise on
television. Taking up office as Vice-Chancellor
will be an exciting challenge, particularly in the

light of the Welsh Assembly Government’s
agenda for reconfiguration of higher education
institutions. I shall also have to learn Welsh
since I am expected to make an address in
Welsh at degree conferrings.

Chris and I will be moving with mixed
emotions. Chris was born in Buckinghamshire
and has never lived outside the county, and I
have been in Buckingham for longer than I
have ever been anywhere else for a single
stretch. The University of Buckingham has
played a large part in our lives. It was through
my appointment to the University in 1989 that
I met Chris, who was appointed to the
University in 1976 and served for over 25 years
before her resignation last year. We shall be sad
to leave behind colleagues for whom we have
such appreciation and affection. It will also be a
wrench to be at such a distance from the many
friends we have made through Church and in
town. However, it is undoubtedly a good time
to move, and so many things seem to be falling
into place that it is almost a miracle of
synchronicity. We have been made very
welcome by the Council and staff of the
University of Wales. Lampeter, the town is
lovely, and the countryside as beautiful as one
could want. We are looking forward to the
opportunities which the move will present.

The Ugly Duckling Revamped
The University of Buckingham Ugly Duckling
has been revamped recently by its newly
formed editorial board, whose members are: 
Malvinderjit Singh (Economics), Mai Ling 
(Law), Helen Davies (Psychology & English)
and Nicole Rabey (English & Media Studies) 
They will be helped in news gathering, by
other ‘roving reporters’, from those students
studying Press Journalism, within the English
Department, guided by their Tutor Edi
Smockum.

As part of the Ugly Duckling’s new look, three
new sections were created. These are Vice
Chancellor’s Question Time providing the
opportunity to ask the VC any question
regarding the University. The Personal
Message Board will communicate birthday
greetings, congratulations messages,
announcements etc... Finally, the Film &
Theatre Reviews will give students the chance
to publicise their personal reviews of films or
shows they have recently been to together with
their recommendation to the other students to
go or not to go and see them. 

The hot first issue of the Ugly Duckling went
out for grabs in the first week of April 2003
and was hugely successful.

Florian Gorlich and George Jones

Nicolo Zanotto

Professor Robert
Pearce, BCL, MA,
FRSA Professor of the
Law of Property and
Equity
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Summer Party

Networking

Dear Alumni,

You are kindly invited to attend the Alumni Summer Party,
which will take place in London, on June 20th 2003.
Venue: ‘Viscountess’, Lambeth Pier
Embarkation: 7.00pm for 7.30pm

We are very pleased to announce that
the Alumni Summer Party will this
year return to a popular venue on a
boat. We hope that as many of you as
possible will attend this annual get
together. This is more than just a
party - it will, we hope, work both as
a wide business exchange opportunity
for you and as a strong morale-booster
for our graduates. Being ‘old troopers’
provides you with the experience so
much needed to inspire confidence in the present and future
graduates of the University of Buckingham.

Following your enthusiastic reply to the Networking Questionnaire
and our specific query as to the viability of such a 
venue, the preparation for the boat party is quickly gathering 
pace. 

The date is set, the boat has been booked and for the price of £25 per
ticket we can offer you delicious food, fine wines and a disco as well.

The ‘Viscountess’ is an aptly chosen name for a boat that was
purposely built to entertain – with an eye-catching exterior and truly
dazzling interior spread over two spacious decks. The embarkation

point is at Lambeth Pier (next to
Lambeth Palace) and although it is
within the Congestion charge zone,
there is a free use after 6:30 of the car
parking nearby.

We, for our part, will work hard to
organise the event so that you will all
not only have fun, but form new and
enduring relationships. We strongly
believe in nurturing the

student/alumni relationship. Apart
from that, the boat party will provide you all with the possibility to
catch up with old friends and members of staff.
For further details contact:
Anne Matsuoka/Larisa Bogle
Tel: +44(0)1280 820338/820213

Dear Alumni,

We would like to thank you all for your
positive response to the idea of a University of
Buckingham AlumNet-working page. We
highly appreciated your encouraging feedback
and will continue our efforts to keep you
informed, connected and involved with your
University.  For a brief overview of the
responses received please see the graphs below.

As you may already know, the University has
embarked on a course of various reforms
aimed at  improving  the overall quality of
service offered to our alumni, current and
prospective students. In this respect no
reassurance is needed that networking can
work magic and this ties in with our long-
term goals. Your additional contributions to
the questionnaire will be carefully considered
and we will try to incorporate as many as
possible in this new project, the groundwork
for which is quickly gathering pace.

Naturally, we have done a benchmarking
exercise and are currently putting together our
findings. We hope to be able to communicate
those to you in due course. In the meanwhile,
here are some of your proposals that, we
believe, could spark an ongoing discussion on
how to make the AlumNet-working website
more useful and with a broader appeal:

‘The AlumNet-working website should offer
services, either on the website itself or as a
bunch of e-mails, containing information and
postings related to business travel, tourism,
immigration and settlement issues, currency
exchange, leasing/purchasing property.  Also
advice on requests such as ‘I‘m visiting Berlin
/ San Francisco / Rome next week, can
anyone recommend an X, Y or Z’.  It can be
anything from a good restaurant, to a dentist,
things to do etc. but with the possibility to
quickly scan the messages and delete those not
of interest.’

‘The website should have an automated
facility to it, which would send an automatic
global e-mail whenever a new member joins
the alumni network. The website should
provide access to a large database with details
of the alumnus, company and sector in which
that company operates so that the search is as
simple and as efficient as possible.’

‘On its career side it should offer the
possibility of sending out your CV and Cover
Letter and have it stored in the database.
Another exchange device should make it
possible to send work electronically to
Buckingham current students/graduates and
on the other hand could show their work and
areas of expertise.’

In this respect some of you propose the
creation of specialised directories i.e. Law,
Alumni, MBA’s since nowadays we often have
to refer work both within different specialities
and internationally.

We are aware that there are many areas not
covered by the above and we will be delighted
to receive further suggestions from you as well
as continue our own research.

Viscountess
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Tracy Dunkley will be going on maternity
leave at the end of summer term 2003,
but it will be business as usual as Deborah
Beattie will be in the Careers Service to
answer any queries you may have.  If you
need to contact the Careers Service please
email careers@buckingham.ac.uk
Tracy has worked at the university since
1987, first as secretary to the Computer
Science department before transferring to
the Careers Service in 1997.  In June last
year she married Michael Dunkley, who
some of you may remember worked as a
Library Assistant in the Franciscan Library
from 1991 and then as an IT Technician
from 1998.  Michael has now left the
University and is an IT Support Officer
for Buckinghamshire County Council.
Tracy and Michael are pictured here with
Tracy’s daughter Victoria at their wedding
in June 2002.

Marketing Update & Diary Of Events
Brand
I hope you will have
seen by now our
new brand mark and
the brand values
which we think best
reflect our
University:
innovative,
supportive,
intellectually

rigorous, personal, multicultural and
pioneering. We are proud of our University,
and the unique place it holds in British
education, and our new brand values acclaim
this fact. I am sure all our alumni will
appreciate these values too. We are now
working on the new web site, and that should
be launched in the coming weeks.

Open Days
We are holding Open Days on 21st May, 20th
August and 17th September. We already have 5
Ambassadors from Equador, Mongolia, Papua
New Guinea, Slovak Republic and Tanzania
planning to visit us on 21st May, along with
several agents and school children, so this
should be an excellent day. For more details
about Open Days please contact:
debbie.millns@buckingham.ac.uk

Overseas Visits
Overseas visits have been made to the Channel
Islands, Isle of Man, China, Cyprus, Greece
and Bulgaria, since the start of the New Year.
We are planning further trips to Malaysia,
Singapore and Bulgaria in May, Nigeria,
Bermuda and China in June, India, Mauritius,
Japan, Pakistan, Germany and the Bahamas

later in the year. If any alumni would like to
help, please contact:
jane.russell@buckingham.ac.uk

Business events
We are running a number of business breakfasts
over the next few months, sponsored by Bank
of Scotland. Our first was held on 26th March,
at the ‘All Bar One’ in Milton Keynes. About
40 business delegates came to hear Andrew
Small, MD of Frost & Sullivan give an
excellent presentation about the
implementation of University of Buckingham
project findings. The next will be held on 4th

June, at 8am. For more details please contact:
philipp.both@buckingham.ac.uk

The Buckingham Business Club held their first
ever ‘Buckingham Expo’ at the University on
2nd April, which proved a real success. Over
30% more delegates attended with a record
number of stands. We had two excellent

speakers: Tim Murley, MD cahoot, and Roger
Harrop, ex CEO Servomex plc.

The Central Innovation Network also held
their ‘Chorus of Arc Angels’ event at the
University on 27th February, with speakers
from Oxford Innovation, Biocontrol and Great
Eastern Investment presenting to an audience
of about 40, on the subject of business angels
and what they actually can do for small
businesses
Hilary Baxter
Marketing Director
Email: hilary.baxter@buckingham.ac.uk

From left: Little Victoria, Michael and 
Tracy Dunkley

V.S. Mahesh during a recent business breakfast

Grand Opening of the Buckingham Business Expo

The Marketing & Admissions Team at a recent
Open Day

Careers Corner

To All Alumni
This publication is for you and if you
would like input into the content for the
next publication, please send comments
and ideas for subsequent editions to
Anne Matsuoka.

The next publication we produce, will
contain more information, updating you
on where alumni are these days and what
they are up to.

Please Note:

Copy for the next issue
required by

Friday 22nd August, 2003


