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donation to allow us actually to buy nine houses this 
spring to provide a further 36 bedrooms. And on top of 
all that, the rental return is about double what we could 
expect from investing in the stock market. So, we will be 
able to double the numbers of scholarships and 
bursaries we would otherwise be able to provide. And, 
on top of that, house prices in Britain over the long term 
prove to be a very good capital investment, which can 
only be of comfort to Mrs Gregory.

I tell this story to illustrate how the University is now 
flourishing. The league tables have been very kind to us. 
The Independent newspaper placed us 20th in their 
league table, while among all the nice things the 
Guardian newspaper said about our different schools 
and departments, it identified our Business School, in 
particular, as the second best undergraduate business 
school in Britain and our English Department as the sixth 
best. Meanwhile, the Good Teachers Training Guide 
found our Department of Education to be the fifth best 
in Britain after Cambridge, Oxford, Warwick and Exeter. 
All this good league table news, of course, is in addition 
to our repeatedly coming top of the National Student 
Survey of Satisfaction.

Moreover, as I keep on saying if there were a national 
lecturer’s survey of lecturer satisfaction we would also 
come top, because our students are the most pleasant 
to teach in Britain.

Buckingham is now motoring; we have grown our 
student numbers by 12 per cent a year for more than five 
years and we are now bursting at the seams. We are 
recruiting more staff, and increasingly looking to publish 
more research. We are, in fact, poised to leap into a new 
era of success and prosperity but ironically, as our 
income grows, so we lament the lack of capital by which 
to underpin our growth. It is only by donations such as 
Mrs Gregory’s that we can sustain that most important 
activity, growth.

Why most important? Because the University needs 
to be twice as big, if it is to offer the range of academic, 
recreational and social activities that our students 
deserve.

Universities need money, and the more money they 
have, the better they are, the higher the standing of their 
degrees, and the more pride their alumni can take in 
being the graduates of that institution so, to feed our 
hunger for capital, we have appointed Ms Lucy Hodges 
to lead on a serious fundraising drive to give the 
university the capital it needs so that students and 
alumni have the facilities they deserve. My job is to 
support her, in turning Buckingham into a national and 
international icon.

 From the Vice-Chancellor Welcome

A happy new year and I hope that 2011 will 
bring you luck and happiness.

Buckingham got off to a good start with a 
record student intake in January, taking our 
total numbers to around 1,300. With the big 
changes that the government is introducing 
to student funding, we find ourselves at a 
point where, with careful planning, we have 
the chance to become a major player in UK 
higher education. Indeed, we now have the 
chance to transform our campus, doubling 
its size and providing some much needed 
facilities for students, and new teaching 
and learning spaces. Strategic and campus 
development plans are in progress and we 
are addressing the shortage of student 
accommodation by investing in property 
and planning to build more halls of 
residence on the Tingewick Road site, 
across the river from Hunter Street.

At this crucial point in our history, we are 
looking for another alumnus to sit on 
Council. If you feel you have the energy and 
commitment to join the governing body of 
the University, we would ask you to put your 
name forward. The University Council 
contains a substantial contingent of alumni. 
You will be joining an alumni group that is 
growing in size and making a significant 
contribution to Buckingham’s future, 
helping to shape its direction and rate of 
progress. You will find further details from 
Professor John Clarke, the Secretary to 
Council, on page 16. When we have the 
names of those who wish to stand for 
election, we shall open the voting on a 

secure page on AlumNet. 
Last December I had the pleasure of 

attending the Dickens Dinner in London –  
a truly memorable and magical event.  
This was arranged by Dr John Drew as a 
fundraising event for his Dickens Journal 
Online project. If you haven’t heard about 
this, do have a look on http://www.
buckingham.ac.uk/djo. Dr Drew has been 
working hard to have much of Charles 
Dickens’ early journals published in 
electronic format to benefit scholars all 
over the world. The Alumni Association 
(UBAA) decided to support the project and 

paid for four students and two staff 
members to attend. The event was held in 
Lincoln’s Inn on a bitterly cold night in the 
depths of winter, but the tour of Lincoln’s 
Inn and the Dickensian-themed dinner 
warmed our hearts and tummies. James 
Naughtie, the BBC Radio 4 presenter, was 
the after-dinner speaker, and an auction 
saw Dickens’s memorabilia selling like hot 
cakes.

This year, 2011, is the 35th year since the 
first students enrolled at Buckingham and 
we are launching a 35th Anniversary 
Campaign to mark it and to get the 
campus development off to a good start. 
To celebrate we shall be holding various 
events over the next five years and we will 
keep you informed of what is happening, 
where and when! One of the biggest events 
will be the Summer Ball to be organised by 
UBAA in London in September. Further 
details will follow and I very much hope to 
see you there.

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni Relations/ 
Graduation Officer
anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk

We would like to inform all our readers 
that from 2011 we will be producing 
two issues each year. As a result the 
deadlines for copy for inclusion in 
‘The Independent’ will be 1 February 
and 1 August. 
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Investing for the Future 
By Terence Kealey

Graduation was lovely this year, and made all the lovelier 
by the delightful surprise we received the day before, 
because it was on Thursday 24 February that we 
received a bank transfer in excess of £650,000 from 
Mrs Dorothy Gregory.

Mrs Dorothy Gregory is the widow of Mr Bobby 
Gregory, a Yorkshire entrepreneur who made his money 
by his own hard work, initiative and vision. He resented 
handing over his hard-earned money to the state, yet at 
the same time he wanted to help people from under-
privileged backgrounds to better themselves by their 
own hard work. He and Dorothy, therefore, together 
decided to give £1m to the University of Buckingham as 
an independent institution to provide it with scholarships 
and bursaries by which to widen access to young people 
who might not otherwise be able to afford it.

We received the first tranche of their donation, namely 
one-third of a million pounds, some years ago, and it has 
already supported a significant number of Gregory 
studentships, but this second tranche has come at a 
most apposite time, for a slightly unexpected reason.

We are struggling with a huge increase in applications 
and we are responding by raising entry standards, but 
we are also anxious to welcome more students as long 
as we can guarantee them comfortable accommodation. 
And, because Buckingham is so small, that means that 
we have to source the accommodation.

We have already bought 18 4-bedroom houses on the 
Moreton Road and a further 22-bedroom block of flats 
on the same site, and the Gregory’s donation will allow 
us to buy a further three 4-bedroom houses. But, 
because it is easy to raise mortgages at good times on 
domestic housing, we will be able to leverage the 



4	 The Independent The Independent 5

University news

as you go through life,” he said.
Lord Tanlaw paid tribute to the Vice-

Chancellor and thanked the Graduation 
Officer Tom Merrick who has been 
organising graduation for the past decade 
and retired this year. “This is not just an 
independent university but a family 
university,” he said.

After all the degree certificates had been 
handed out, the rain stopped and the 
happy graduates repaired to the marquee 
for the Swan Ball where they boogied the 
night away to the jazz band Anything Goes 
and Legend, the Bob Marley Tribute Band, 
among others.

‘I put my all into it’ 

At first, Abdallah Ibrahim, who won The 
Dame Barbara Shenfield Award, did not 
think he would be able to travel to 
Buckingham to collect his prize, a solid gold 
medal. The winner of a Commonwealth 
Scholarship, he had financial help to cover 
both his tuition fees and living costs while 
studying last year for a Masters degree in 
Service Management and did not have the 
money to return to Britain from Ghana for 
Graduation. 

But then he discovered that he had 
won the award made annually to the 
postgraduate who is judged to have 
achieved the best overall performance of 
the year – and the Business School moved 
heaven and earth to find the funds for his 
flight. Abdallah was able to renew his visa 
and fly back to receive it at February’s 
Graduation from Dame Barbara’s sons, 
Peter Lewis and Martin Shenfield.

An anonymous donation was received 
towards the cost of the flights for which 
the University is deeply grateful.

Currently unemployed, Abdallah is 
enthusiastic about Buckingham’s MSc 

better lawyer by saying yes to opportunities 
such as writing or broadcasting. Take risks. 
Do the thing that sometimes frightens you.”

Presiding over the ceremonies was the 
Chancellor Lord Tanlaw who gave honorary 
degrees to the former Chancellor of the 
Exchequer Lord Lawson, the former 
University Registrar Professor Len Evans 
and the artist and Royal Academician 
Anthony Green. Lord Lawson praised the 
University for being such a success and told 
the graduates they would be the intellectual 
elite of the countries they returned to.  
“It will give you a self-confidence that is 
such a tremendously important ingredient 

Graduation
A day of pomp, speeches and pouring rain –  
and the students cheered

Hundreds of students graduated from the 
University in February in three ceremonies 
full of pomp and ceremony, sonorous music 
and whoops of joy where they listened to 
uplifting speeches from the Vice-Chancellor 
Terence Kealey and from Baroness Helena 
Kennedy, the distinguished human rights 
lawyer who received an honorary degree.

A Labour member of the House of Lords, 
Baroness Kennedy urged the graduands 
never to stop learning. “Follow your 
passion,” she urged them. “Go where your 
heart is going to take you because then you 
are more likely to succeed. Be open to the 
new. Say ‘Yes’. I think I have become a 

Celebrating their success

A family affair

Waiting to graduate

Baroness Helena Kennedy QC

Lords Lawson and Tanlaw

Proud relatives dressed for the occasion

► 6
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Hard work, a clear mind and staying power 
have stood Anne Miller in good stead during 
her career at Buckingham. Together with 
the inability to resist a challenge, they have 
propelled her from her first job at the 
University 28 years ago – as Language 
Centre Administrator – to her current role 
as Registrar. 

Anne joined the University in 1983 – the 
year it obtained its Royal Charter. Since 
then, she has occupied a myriad of 
positions, initially in the School of 
Humanities, where she recalls working with 
eminent scholars such as Professor George 
Lehmann, Professor Norman Barry and 
Professor John Clarke. Her commitment to 
the University stems from those early years 
and from her close contact with students, 
many of whom she has stayed in contact 
with. Anne moved to the Law School in the 
late 1990s, where she worked closely with 
committed teaching staff such as Charlotte 
Walsh, Olga Thomas, John Halladay and the 
then Dean of Law, Professor Alistair Alcock. 
That sparked a keen interest in the law, 
which eventually led to a part-time law 
degree at the University. True to form she 
came out on top with First Class Honours. 
This enabled her to see the University from 
a different perspective – that of the student 
– which taught her the importance of the 
student experience and the part played by 
fair procedures in ensuring it is a good one.

“I’ve been lucky because I got offered 
opportunities here,” say Anne, “I didn’t just 

University news

as it is possible to get nowadays.”
The emphasis on historical research 

attracted Jennifer Holmes to the course in 
2010. “The creative writing approach is not 
for me”, she says. “The Buckingham course’s 
emphasis on historical research has proved 
to be exactly what I wanted – and 
conveniently in London. The balance 
between friendly informality and intellectual 
rigour in our weekly seminars is just right”.

Marilyn Driver Davidson appreciated being 
taught how to research wills for her thesis 
which was on the Victorian traveller and 
collector Charlotte Guest who was said to 
have had an affair with Disraeli. “For me it 
was a way of learning to write and research 
at a professional level in a safe academic 
environment,” she says. “The support at 
Buckingham is second to none. Academics 
at the University do that extremely well.

“The MA is ideal for people who have a 
person in mind whom they want to write 
about.”

Professor Ridley’s students have 
enormous freedom. One student recently 
analysed Tony Blair’s memoirs. “The basic 

requirement is that they must 
enjoy reading and read fast” 
says Ridley. “In a way, my 
course is like a very lively 
bookclub.”

To sign up for the MA in 
Biography go to: http://www.
buckingham.ac.uk/
humanities/ma/biography

Student raises 
money for floods 
Many thanks to 
Hassan Tariq

In 2010, a Buckingham student, Hassan 
Tariq, who comes from Karachi and studied 
law, raised an amazing £526.03 through 
cake sales and collections, for the Pakistan 
Flood Appeal. The monsoon rains hit 
Pakistan in summer 2010 and were the 
most severe for 80 years. Around 20 milion 
people were affected and 12 million saw 
their homes damaged or destroyed.

We thank him for his hard work and 
commitment in raising such a huge amount 
of money to help many people affected by 
the disaster. This money has been sent to 
the appeal fund. Well done!

in Service Management taught and run by 
Deba Bardham-Correia. “The course is very 
tough and very interesting,” he says. “I put 
my all into it and I am happy I am 
recognised for this work.”

Now he is hoping to secure a job in the 
private sector in Ghana. After that he would 
like to study for a PhD in the United 
Kingdom.

‘I felt sometimes that the 
work was a bit too much'

Kroma Wenike-Briggs, 21, who won The 
University Prize for Academic Distinction, 
says that he prayed a lot during his studies. 
His prayers were answered. Not only did 
Kroma achieve a First Class degree in 
Accounting but he also won two prizes in 
the Business School – the award for The 
Best Performance in the Part II Examination 
and The John Wheeler Prize for the Best 
Graduating Student.

“I did work hard,” says Kroma who comes 
from Nigeria. “I felt sometimes that the 
work was a bit too much, but anything you 
couldn’t understand you could ask your 
peers – or you could go to your tutors for 
help.”

Kroma did A-levels in maths, economics 
and politics at Abingdon, the independent 
school near Oxford. He says that his 
experience at Buckingham taught him how 
to organise his time. Every day he did his 
academic work and went to the gym for at 
least an hour – and he enjoyed an energetic 
social life. He also learnt how to teach his 
peers the concepts that he had mastered.

His plan now is to return to Nigeria to get 
a job. Then he intends to come back to 
Britain to do a law degree. “I plan on going 
into business and it would be very useful to 
be a lawyer,” he says. “It means you know 
how the system works. There will be 
contracts to sign and deals to be done.”

‘I was just doing as well  
as I could’

Daniel Pilbeam, 21, who has won this year’s 
Edgar Palamountain Award for Excellence, 
did not set out to become top of the class. 
“I was really just doing as well as I could,” 
he says modestly. “I didn’t aim to get what 
I did. I put my head down and what I got is 
what I earned.”

A law student, Daniel has not only come 
out with the University’s top prize instituted 
in memory of Edgar Palamountain, 
Chairman of Council at Buckingham from 
1979 to 1984. He was also awarded a First 
Class degree and the Law School prize for 
A Good Performance in the Part II 
Examination and the Roderick Wu Prize for 
the Best Performance in Law of Evidence. 
The Palamountain Award is given every year 
to the undergraduate who is judged “first 
among equals”.

Daniel was fortunate in that he enjoyed 
studying law. “It was hard work and it was 
tough, but if you enjoy it, it’s not a 
problem,” he says. 

It helped that he studied the subject at 
A-level, which meant that he knew what to 
expect when he arrived in Buckingham. 
He chose the University for two reasons: the 
two-year degree and Buckingham’s small 
size. “The university was much smaller than 
the others I visited, much more close-knit 
and much friendlier.”

He believes that the two-year degree is 
Buckingham’s strong suit. “It’s nice to get 
your degree over and done with,” says 
Daniel. The big advantage is that you don’t 
forget everything in those long summer 
breaks. Moreover, Daniel believes he was 
well taught – and was thrilled that the 
lecturers gave him help when he needed it.

History through 
people’s lives 
Sign up for an MA 
that teaches research 

When the Masters in Biography was 
founded in 1996, it was the first course of 
its kind to be taught anywhere in the world, 
says Professor Jane Ridley, an accomplished 
biographer herself who conceived the 
programme. Now, 15 years later it is a 
well-established niche MA available in 
London and unique for its emphasis on 
historical biography and research.

“Other universities teach biographical 
writing but usually in conjunction with 
creative writing,” says Professor Ridley, who 
has written a prize-winning biography of 
Edwin Lutyens and is now immersed in the 
life of Edward VII. “What they’re interested 
in is plot, character and narrative voice, 
whereas I am also interested in research. 
I approach biography from a historical 
angle. I am a historian and I come to it from 
that background.”

One of her students, the former Gurkha 
soldier Lt Col Nigel Collett, has published a 
book, The Butcher of Amritsar, about the 
notorious General Reginald Dyer, as a result 
of her course. All are impressed by Professor 
Ridley’s knowledge and approachability. 

“Jane Ridley’s gently sardonic approach, 
combined with an understated rigour and 
first-rate academic proficiency, makes the 
course agreeably sociable as well as 
intellectually stimulating,” says another 
alumnus Wynn Wheldon. “Indeed, in many 
ways it is perhaps as close to a Platonically 
ideal notion of what being at university is for 

Abdullah Ibrahim, won The Dame Barbara 
Shenfield Award

Medal-winner Daniel Pilbeam

Professor Jane Ridley

Journey of a 
lifetime
Anne Miller on the 
challenges of her job 

stay doing the same job and I grasped 
opportunities when they came along even 
if they were quite challenging. The present 
Vice-Chancellor Terence Kealey asked Anne 
to move from the Law School and join the 
central edministration to help prepare the 
University for an audit in 2003 by the 
Quality Assurance Agency for Higher 
Education. The successful result led directly 
to Buckingham’s appearance in the 
university league tables and its 
participation in the National Student Survey 
(NSS), which measures student satisfaction 
in UK universities. In autumn 2005, Anne 
negotiated the University’s entry into the 
NSS. She takes great pride in the 
University’s success in it over the past five 
years, which is down to the commitment to 
students shown by every member of staff 
and to the dedication of the students who 
work tirelessly with Anne to ensure a high 
response rate.

Anne was appointed Registrar in January 
2011, after six years as Quality Assurance 
Manager. She takes up the mantle of 
Professor Len Evans, with whom she worked 
closely since 2002. Traditionally, a Registrar 
is the guardian of a University’s academic 
standards and Anne sees one of her main 
challenges as being able to maintain the 
University’s high academic standards as it 
grows and diversifies.

Although deeply committed to her work, 
Anne does not deviate from another 
important aspect of her life. Her family, she 
says, “is the key, number one thing in my 
life.” At the same time she is part of another 
family – the Buckingham family. “I have 
been able to combine both family and 
working life without detriment to either”. 
During Anne’s time at the University, she 
believes that her daughters, Susie and 
Helen, have both learnt about the 
importance of a University experience: that 
gaining a degree should be enjoyed and is 
not just a step on the way to a better job. 

“They have been part of my journey at 
the University and have shared in it – both 
having had experience of working here and 
making friends among the students and 
staff. They have seen how you can make 
that journey within one organisation if you 
believe in it. I think that is a good lesson in 
life: that the grass isn’t always greener 
elsewhere, and that if you stick with 
something and are prepared to take on new 
– sometimes tough – challenges when they 
come along, you may be fortunate enough 
to reap the rewards. I am honoured to be 
the University’s new Registrar.”
Dominic Randall
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‘If you do 
good things, 
good things 
happen 
to you’
Jesse Norman 
explains the 
Big Society

How we will pay 
for growth
This year, 2011, marks the 35th 
anniversary of the foundation of University 
College Buckingham. For those fortunate 
enough to have studied or taught here, 
this will be a time to celebrate three-and-
a-half decades of history, to reflect on 
how much we owe to this unique 
institution, and to secure its future in a 
fast-changing world.

We are proud that the University has 
survived the vicissitudes of the last 35 
years and has emerged with a growing 
reputation for teaching and supporting 
students as evidenced by the National 
Student Survey. It is no doubt one reason 
why our student numbers have increased 
and why we need to expand the campus.

Higher education is developing rapidly 
around the world, and in Britain alone, 
ten times as many students receive a 
University education as did in the 1970s. 
To reap the benefits of this social 
transformation, we must work harder 
with teachers and schools to encourage 
talented students to apply to 
Buckingham, regardless of their 
backgrounds or financial circumstances.

To mark the opening of the University 
in 1976 and to improve our competitive 
position we have established the 35th 
Anniversary Campaign, which we are 
calling The Turning Point campaign to 
raise money for new buildings, for new 
bursaries and for research professorships. 
We want to connect with alumni to 
explain our plans and to outline our need 
for a new learning and resource centre, 
a new law faculty, and new social and 
recreational space for students. 

This year we are connecting with major 
and smaller donors via a programme of 
visits to alumni and through a Pioneer 
Fund aimed at staff and others. With 
Giftaid, a donation of £67 a month would 
give us £1,000 a year. We hope as many 
of you as possible will sign up.  
(Please email Sarah Rush for details,  
Sarah.rush@buckingham.ac.uk)

Once the Campus Development 
Framework project is produced in June 
2011 and we are able to work on detailed 
plans for the first of the new buildings, we 
will publish fundraising literature. We will 
also be planning a grand launch of the 
35th Anniversary Campaign together with 
an Alumni weekend/picnic to celebrate.

 Development news

Awaiting development, the Tingewick Road site

By Lucy Hodges
The Big Society may be the Prime Minister 
David Cameron’s big idea but other people 
have been thinking along similar lines for 
a long time. One of them is Jesse Norman, 
the Tory MP for South Herefordshire, who 
is the Conservatives’ new egghead in the 
House of Commons and the author of a 
book, The Big Society: the anatomy of the 
new Politics, published by the University 
of Buckingham Press.

This book wows those who read it 
because it goes beyond left and right, 
criticising both for failing to deal with 
Britain’s problems. Moreover, it is lucid 
and compassionate, arguing for a more 
“connected society”, in which wellbeing 
is more important than wealth and the 
common good matters as much as 
individual rights.

“I have been thinking about these issues 
for about 20 years,” says Norman, who 
read classics at Merton College, Oxford. 
At university, he came across the work of 
Michael Oakshott, the 20th century political 
philosopher, and an important Conservative 
thinker. Oakshott is Norman’s hero, but, 
more important, Norman has actually lived 
the Big Society life.

The point of his book, he says, is to 
articulate a Conservatism that the Tory 
Party has always been about. The Party is 
not about the paternalism of Harold 
Macmillan who wanted to build 300,000 
council homes a year nor is it an uber-
libertarian faction which advocates leaving 
everything to the market. It is about 
something in between – and Norman is 
probably closer to Boris Johnson than to 
any other Conservative politician, in other 
words hard to characterise.

‘I’m not wet’
‘There will be people who think that I am 
wet,” he says. “But I’m not wet. I am an 
enthusiastic proponent of benefit reform to 
liberate capability. I don’t think my views 

are easily capturable.” 
As a young man during the 1980s before 

the collapse of Communism, he ran a 
charity out of Boston, Massachusetts, which 
gave away medical textbooks and other 
books to people in Poland, Hungary and the 
former Czechoslovakia. This necessitated 
the establishment of charities in Eastern 
Europe to receive the books, the kind of 
institutions lying between the state and the 
individual to perform useful functions that 
he advocates in his book.

There followed a brief period as a banker 
at Barclays investment arm where he was 
involved in the development of 
Czechoslovakia, helping it on the road from 
Communism to its current mixed economy. 

Then, in 1997, the year that Tony Blair 
came to power, he decided on a dramatic 
U-turn, opting to enrol at University College 
London for first, an MPhil, and then a PhD in 
philosophy. During that period he taught 
undergraduates. “I got a kind of academic 
gene out of my soul, if you can get genes 
out of your soul,” he says.

Disagreement with Cameron
All the while, Norman had been intending 
to end up in politics. Unless you are William 
Pitt the Younger or Winston Churchill, you 
should not go into politics until you are in 
your forties, Norman believes. “You need to 
have done something long enough to have 

formed you and given you values. You need 
to have done something for its own sake 
rather than as a stepping stone to a 
political career. I wanted to do things that 
were different, which is why I ran a charity, 
became a director of an investment bank 
and finally an academic.”

Norman grew up in London, was 
educated at a state primary school and 
then Eton. Although he might seem to be 
close to David Cameron, having been to the 
same school and sharing the same big 
idea, Norman emphasizes that he is not. 
Norman has been writing on the subject for 
some years. His book Compassionate 
Conservatism (also published by the 
University of Buckingham Press) appeared 
in 2006, followed by From Here to 
Fraternity in 2007.

“From my point of view, this is an 
exploration of a set of ideas that happened 
to coincide with a political project,” 
he says.

Norman does not fudge the intellectual 
journey he is taking in his book to make the 
politics work, he stresses. Moreover he has 
some profound disagreements with David 
Cameron, one of which is the Human 
Rights Act. Norman is strongly in favour, 
Cameron against. “I don’t want people to 
read this book as a piece of propaganda for 
the Cameron project. In some ways it is, 
but it’s important that it stands as a 
coherent intellectual argument as well.”

Married to Kate, the daughter of Lord 
Bingham, the late Lord Chief Justice, by 
whom he has three children, Norman says 
he is not personally ambitious. He is 
passionately committed to his 
constituents, recently helping them raise 
£45,000 for a community theatre. “If you 
do good things, good things happen to 
you,” he says. 
‘The Big Society: the anatomy of the new 
politics’ is available from the University of 
Buckingham Press (www.ubpl.co.uk) for 
£10 plus P&P

Jesse Norman  
in his own words
‘We need a new economics in our 
Government, not the desiccated 
economic atomism of the old textbooks, 
and we need to see people for what they 
really are, as bundles of human capability, 
creative, dynamic and fizzing with 
imagination and potential.’  
Maiden Speech, House of Commons

The University is moving ahead with plans 
to develop the six-acre site which it bought 
last year across the river from Hunter 
Street. We have commissioned the 
architects, Panter Hudspith, to produce a 
campus development framework, which 
will take into account all the buildings and 
land we own, and determine – in 
consultation with us – where the new 
buildings we need should go. 

This is an exciting time for us – the new 
development will transform the University, 
doubling its footprint and putting it in a 
position to compete effectively in the higher 
education marketplace. The University is 
growing apace. This January we had our 
biggest student intake since opening in 1976 
– up by 18 per cent on January 2010, so 
there is an urgent need for new student 
accommodation, more teaching rooms and 
better facilities. 

We are preparing a strategic plan, which 
envisages the University expanding from its 
current 1,300 students to 3,500 by 2030 
and honing its reputation as a premier 
independent institution noted for its high 
quality teaching and the care and attention 
it gives to students. We aim to stay top of 

the Student Satisfaction league table while 
at the same time burnishing our reputation 
for research. To this end, we are intending 
to enter the Times’s league table by 
securing a research ranking for the first 
time. 

The expansion will affect the market 
town of Buckingham, so the architects will 
be working closely with the local council 
and the district planning authorities on 
access, services and town and gown 
issues. The intention is to build new 
student residences, a teaching and 
learning centre and a new law faculty, 
roughly in that order. In addition we need 
social, recreational and sports facilities for 
students – and we are planning two more 
faculties, including medicine and 
architecture.

The study is a high-level examination: 
it will not entail designing specific 
buildings. It will guide the University on 
where facilities might best be put to 
enhance teaching and learning while 
protecting the University’s charming and 
historic buildings. Once it is complete – 
on 1 June, 2011 – we will begin detailed 
plans for the first buildings. 

Campus expansion: an update
A firm of architects is examining the future 
layout of the University
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After a long and distinguished career at the 
criminal bar, Sir Ivan Lawrence QC suggests 
that budding barristers should think hard 
about following in his footsteps. For the 
criminal bar as we know it, he says, is 
changing.

“Independent criminal barristers are paid 
by the Government, which is continually 
cutting back on what we earn. Half the 
criminal bar doesn’t earn a living. A solicitor 
doing something private like a libel case or 
planning application will charge £400 an 
hour, and a barrister likewise and maybe 
even more. But at the criminal bar, even if 
you are a top silk you only get £90 an hour 
if you’re lucky, and you don’t get paid for an 
awful lot that you do.” 

Sir Ivan, who for the past eight years has 

delivered an annual lecture at the University 
of Buckingham in his capacity as visiting 
professor, may not have earned a fortune 
at the Bar, but he has had an exciting and 
high-profile professional life, often 
appearing in headline-grabbing cases, 
while also putting in 23 years of energetic 
service as Conservative MP. 

‘You need self-confidence’
He has defended notorious criminals such 
as the Kray twins and the serial killer Dennis 
Nilson and advocated at an international 
tribunal in The Hague. 

In addition, he introduced the private 
member’s bill which ultimately led to the 
establishment of the National Lottery, 
enjoyed a ringside seat at the rise and fall 

of Conservative leaders Margaret Thatcher 
and John Major, supports a clutch of good 
causes, and enjoys a long and happy 
marriage. In short he has lived the kind 
of eminent and productive life that most 
people would reflect back on with deep 
satisfaction. 

But Sir Ivan, who is sharp, worldly-wise 
and versed in the art of self-depracation, 
can’t help but wonder if he could have 
done better. 

At the end of his lively and often 
humorous new memoir, My Life of Crime 
(published by The Book Guild, price £14), 
he outlines 30 guiding rules for a good life, 
the first of which is ‘develop self-
confidence’.

“By which I meant, know that you need 
self-confidence as a building block for your 
career and then do all you can to acquire it. 
All my life I’ve thought, ‘No, no, I can’t do 
that’ and then when I’ve met the people 
who are doing it I’ve thought ‘Good Lord, if 
they can do it, I’m sure I can!’ I’m not saying 
I regret not doing more because I’ve 
enjoyed my life and I don’t know if I’d have 
enjoyed it in the same way if I’d been Prime 
Minister or Lord Chief Justice, but what I’m 
saying is that if you want to achieve 
anything you need to know at the beginning 
that you have to do certain things and then 
point yourself in that direction.” 

The book – “David Dimbleby first put the 
thought of it in my head when he said ‘You 
should write all these experiences down’” 
– charts his life from a humble background 
in Brighton through Oxford and into the law 
where he quickly attracted attention by 
brazenly demanding that leg irons be 
removed from his clients, a gang of 
smugglers. As a cousin of the singer Alma 
Cogan, he has clearly inherited the 
performance gene and always enjoyed the 
limelight, whether in court, in Parliament or 
simply playing the piano. In 1985 he made 
Parliament’s longest ever speech, against 
water fluoridation, lasting almost four and 
a half hours.

His cases included defending underworld 
gangsters and known criminals but, as he 
points out, the process of defending 
someone who may well be guilty is 
important to ensure that “as far as humanly 
possible no-one is convicted in a British 
criminal court of a crime he did not commit.”

In fact all too often in his early years, 
he found that police behaviour was as 
questionable as that of those on trial, 
with falsely alleged admissions of guilt –  
so-called ‘verbals’ – commonplace. Once 
in Parliament, Sir Ivan argued vehemently 
for the police to tape record all interviews 
and the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 
was eventually passed in 1984. Other 
successful campaigns included a statutory 
increase of sentence where an offence had 
been aggravated by race hatred and the 
establishment of a Criminal Cases Review 
Commission to consider appeals in possible 
cases of miscarriage of justice.

Today, Sir Ivan points out, there are far 

fewer experienced lawyers in Parliament, 
able to bring their wisdom to bear on 
shaping and developing new legislation 
“so a lot of legislation gets passed that is 
inspired by civil servants who’ve never been 
in court, which they manage to get past the 
politicians who haven’t got time to worry 
about the minutiae – then you get bad laws 
as we have been doing over the past 20 
years. For example, look at the Proceeds 
of Crime Act 2002. Some things are just 
rubbish because there weren’t enough 
practising lawyers to say ‘No, we can’t do 
this’. Or, ‘No, it’s not just.’” 

‘Our reputation is high’
At Buckingham the students he teaches 
come from all over the world, and see at 
first hand a robust democracy at work. 
“British people always downplay themselves,” 
he says, “but Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland are highly respected throughout the 
world. When it comes to our criminal courts 
our historic reputation is very high 
compared with lot of other countries and 
we should work to uphold that.” 

One way for the criminal bar to retain 
independence, he suggests, and not be 
‘fused’ with the work of solicitors, as is now 
being proposed, would be to allow money 
seized from fraudulent activity to be used 
to fund trials. “If we close down legal aid for 
a certain width of criminal cases but then 
said you are obliged to raise your own 
money to defend yourself, and the courts 
are obliged to release the money you have 
got, we would save a lot of legal expense. 
Of course people might be paying their 
lawyers out of fraudulent money, but you 
have to make a choice. If we’re not going to 
pay people out of publicly-funded legal aid 
are we going to make people pay for their 
own defence? You can be a purist, but then 
you destroy the machinery, which is what 
we’re doing now.”

Students at Buckingham who are 
interested in becoming barristers have been 
able to benefit directly from his experience 
by watching him in court, then enjoying a 
debriefing afterwards on the problems of 
the case, and how the arguments went. 
“To be at the Bar,” he says, “you have to be 
able to reduce problems to their essentials, 
think reasonably clearly, stand up straight 
and speak with a good voice. All these 
things can be taught.” However, he adds, 
“if students come to me and ask about life 
at the Bar I tell them that it would be 
wonderful, but unfortunately not life at the 
criminal bar, not at this moment.” 

Despite this, his daughter Rebecca has 
followed directly in his footsteps as an 
independent criminal barrister – although, 
he points out, as a cystic fibrosis sufferer 
she is willing to trade poor pay against a 
flexibility that allows her to look after her 
health when she is not feeling strong.

“Most youngsters in the future will almost 
certainly find themselves working for a firm 
of solicitors, or for the Government or one 
of its agencies.”

A life of crime
Hilary Wilce 
talks to Sir Ivan 
Lawrence QC

The CV

Age 74
Educated Brighton, Hove and Sussex 
Grammer School: Christ Church, Oxford
Career Called to the Bar 1962; 
represented the Kray twins 1965; 
Conservative MP for Burton-upon-Trent 
1974-97; became a QC 1981; assistant 
recorder 1983; defended Denis Nilsen 
1983; defended accomplices in Brinks 
Mat Gold Bullion Robbery 1986.
Family Married Gloria, a physiotherapist 
he met in Oxford 1966; daughter, 
Rachel now a criminal barrister born 
two years later.
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investment banking, consulting and 
corporate work outs, as well as deep 
relationships in China and India. Although 
Clove Capital will initially have offices in 
Singapore and Beijing, Darren will continue 
to be based in Hong Kong for the 
foreseeable future.

Everyone at the university wishes Darren 
and his colleagues every success in their 
new venture.

Rionda Godet (LLB 1989, LLM 1990) 
moves on
Alumna Rionda Godet (LLB 1989, LLM 1990) 
has left the law firm of Clarita V. Lockhart & 
Co in Nassau, The Bahamas, to take up a 
new position as partner at Halsbury 
Chambers in the same city. Before studying 
law at Buckingham, Rionda spent three 
years as a news reporter after earning an 
Associate of Arts Degree in Journalism and 
Mass Communications.

After leaving Buckingham Rionda spent a 
year as an intern in the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights, Organisation 
of African Studies, in Washington, D.C., and 
became a member of Lincolns Inn. She was 
called to both the Bar of England and Wales 
and The Bahamas Bar. As well as working 
for law firms in the UK and the Bahamas, 
Rionda served in the office of the Attorney 
General, practicing as a Crown Prosecutor 
and Civil Litigator.

The University wishes Rionda every 
success in her new position.

Mark Fulford (LLB 2009) called to the 
Turks and Caicos Islands’ Bar
The brilliance and oratory skills of rising 
star attorney Mark Fulford mesmerized 
those who witnessed his ceremony of 
admission to the Turks and Caicos Islands 
Bar, including presiding judge, Chief Justice 
Gordon Ward. Fulford was admitted to the 
TCI Bar on 18 February and the ceremony 
was held in the Supreme Courtroom in 
Providenciales.

A wide cross-section of the TCI society 
attended, including Former Premier Galmo 
‘Gilley’ Williams, former chief minister 
Washington Misick, business woman 
Sandra Garland, publisher Blythe 
Duncanson and former Physical Planning 
Department director Earl C. Handfield.

“I deem it a privilege to be joining the 
legal minds of my homeland at this time, 
where a lawyer’s job does not only include 
prosecuting and defending, but now has to 
include advocating for the advancement, 
not retreat, of the Turks and Caicos 
Islander’s way of life,” said Mark.

UBAA update 

First alumni group established in Nigeria
In Decmber 2010 an alumni association was 
established in Nigeria to represent the 
900-plus alumni in the country. The 
Nigerian alumni are keen to follow the 
University of Buckingham Alumni 
Association’s footsteps and set up a local 
country group that would help in 
networking among individual members 
and raise the profile of the University. 

In their own words, the University of 
Buckingham Nigerian Alumni Association 
(UBNAA) “is an association with a vision of 
becoming a world class alumni organisation 
that upholds and fortifies the long life bond 
between the Association, University of 
Buckingham and Nigeria”. It aims to be the 
independent and credible voice of the 
University alumni in that country, 
developing an expertise in fundraising, 
marketing, governance and seeking to 
influence the academic programmes and 
the social/cultural life at Buckingham. 

The event was a great success. 
Approximately 50 alumni turned up, many 
of them high profile, gendering a lot of 
excitement. “Various people mentioned to 
me that it was the right time to organise 
something like this” says Suzanna Tomassi 
(Chair, UBAA). “A lot of alumni know each 
other through word-of-mouth. Some alumni 
turned out to be members of the same 
family all of whom had graduated from 
Buckingham. It was a truly moving event.”

Alumni news 

New venture for Darren Tan (LLB 1997)
After numerous happy years at EMP Global, 
a private equity firm investing in emerging 
markets, Chung Min Pang, Samir Soota, 
Bharat Parashar and Darren Tan (LLB 1997) 
have decided to spin out and form Clove 
Capital Partners Limited (“Clove Capital”). 
It will be a boutique investment firm that 
will focus on private equity investments and 
corporate advisory services along the 
traditional “Clove Route”.

The four men came together as a team 
over three years ago to form EMP Daiwa 
Capital Asia Limited, a joint venture private 
equity vehicle. The Partners have more than 
75 years of combined experience in South 
East Asia in the areas of private equity, 

 Alumni news

Rionda Godet

Peter England

Kamal Worrell

Promotion for Corinne Lutz  
(Business Studies 1998, MBA 1999)
Corinne Koblitschek, Nee Lutz, has been 
promoted to Senior Manager at KPMG in 
Germany.

Peter England (LLB 2008)  
becomes a barrister
Peter England was called to the bar on 
25 November 2010.

Alumni at work 

Jim Seetaram (LLB 1996, LLM 1997) 
becomes Member of Parliament
Jim, an alumnus from Mauritius, has been 
elected as a Member of Parliament in last 
years elections. Mr Seetaram joins The 
Honorable Pravind Jugnuth in the newly 
constituted government. Pravind Jugnuth 
who was awarded an Honorary Degree 
by the University of Buckingham in 2005, 
is the new Finance Minister.

Mr Seetaram, married and father of two, 
is also a practising barrister in Mauritius.

Kamal Worrell (LLB 2009)  
wins pupillage
Congratulations to Kamal Worrell (LLB 
2009) who has secured his pupilage at 
the Bermudan law firm Mussenden Subair. 
The firm which celebrated its first 
anniversary in December 2010 was started 
by former Attorney-General and Minister of 
Justice Larry Mussenden and Buckingham 
Alumna Shade Subair (LLB 1999). Miss 
Subair currently acts as a Magistrate in the 
Bermuda Magistrate’s Courts.

While at Buckingham, Kamal served on 
the Law Society executive committee and 
represented the university in the UK 
negotiation and mooting competitions. 
After completing his LLB degree (Law with 
Politics), Kamal returned to Bermuda where 
he worked as a paralegal at the prestigious 
law firm of Attride-Stirling & Woloniecki 
(ASW), the largest commercial litigation 
specialist firm in Bermuda. The senior 
Partner of ASW, Rod Attride-Stirling (LLB 
1990) is also a Buckingham alumnus.

In addition to his pupilage, Kamal has 
been called to the Bar of England and Wales 
by the Masters of the Honourable Society 
of the Inner Temple at a solemn ceremony 
held at Temple Church in London on 
25 November 2010.

Kamal said that he was proud to be a 
member of the University’s Alumni and 

grateful for the solid grounding in law 
afforded to him by the school. He has 
maintained strong ties to the University and 
has managed to pay several visits to 
Buckingham since graduating. He looks 
forward to being called to the Bermuda Bar 
in October 2011 on completion of his 
pupilage.

The University would like to congratulate 
Kamal on his recent successes.

Ms Mukta Mahajani (LLB 1998)
Mukta, who is a consultant at Bombay High 
Court and a consultant of the World Bank, 
was part of a team that recently completed 
a report into Africa Regional Justice Note: 
A Review and Lessons Learned which is 
available on the World Bank website.

Alumni in the news 

Ronel Lehmann (Business Studies 1986) 
was quoted in an article headed “The 
manager says no” (Financial Times, 31 
August 2010) describing the difficulties that 
he had experienced obtaining funding from 
UK banks for an acquisition.

Toni Moore (LLB 1996) recently appeared in 
the Bedfordshire News explaining how she 
was inspired to take up a career in law “by 
the courage her best friend showed after 
suffering at the hands of an ‘unfair’ legal 
system” Toni Moore managing director of 
Adams Moore Solicitors Ltd in Bedford has 
dedicated her career to changing the law. 
To read the full article go to http://www.
bedfordshire-news.co.uk/Features/
Solicitors-childhood-ambition-has-led-to-
award-recognition.htm 

Lost Alumni 

If you know how to contact the 
following, please email the Alumni 
Office at alumni@buckingham.ac.uk

 ● Mr Morris Legge,  
Politics and Modern History, 1996

 ● Miss Hauwa Audi, English Literature, 1996 
 ● Mr Ernest Bamaiyi, Politics and History, 
1997

 ● Miss Belinda Burgess, History, Politics 
and English Literature, 1991

 ● Miss Katherine Chandler, English 
Literature, 1993

 ● Ms Lisa Conlan, History and English, 1995
 ● Mr Duncan Crute, Modern History, 1993
 ● Mr Abacha Deribe, Politics and History, 
1994

 ● Mr Stephen Ellis, History, Politics and 
English Literature, 1989

 ● Ms Solange Green, European Literature 
and Comparative Studies, 1992

 ● Miss Kristina Haley, Modern History with 
English Literature, 1997

 ● Mr Alexander Hayes, English Literature 
with Modern History, 1993

 ● Mr Anthony Jackson, History and English, 
1996

 ● Miss Magdalena Kasperska, International 
Relations, 1999

 ● Miss Susan Laoye, Politics, Economics 
and Law, 1987

 ● Miss Kristina Locke, Modern History, 1994
 ● Miss Sharanjit Mathauda, English 
Literature with Modern History, 1993

 ● Mrs Patricia Miller, European Studies, 
1990

 ● Miss Ruth Nixon, English Literature, 1999
 ● Miss Sarah Peak, History and English, 1992
 ● Mrs Claire Powell, English Literature, 1994
 ● Miss Sarah Roach, History, Politics and 
English Literature, 1989

 ● Mrs Ariane Sharma, French/German and 
European Politics, 1993

 ● Miss Linda St. Mart, Politics and History, 
1993

 ● Mr Robert Sturman, Modern History, 1996
 ● Miss Rachel Turrall-Clarke, History, 
Politics and English Literature, 1990

 ● Miss Valerie von Hammerstein, Politics 
and History, 1995

 ● Mr David Wilkinson, History, Politics and 
English Literature, 1991

Social networking 

The University has joined the world of 
social networking.
 
Visit us on Facebook 
http://www.facebook.com/UniBuckingham  
and Twitter @UniOfBuckingham to get the 
latest news and events.
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Obituaries 

The Alumni Office were delighted to receive 
the news of the birth of a baby boy on the 
31 October 2010 to Fatima Mohammed 
(Business Studies 1998) and Umar Nuhu.

Mohamed Grima, (Accounting & Finance 
2006) and his wife Raja Elwi are delighted 
to have, Jana, in their life. She was born on 
24 April 2010.

Chris Gibbs (English Studies with 
Multimedia Journalism 2006, UBAA Board 
Member) and Naomi Gibbs (Née Yukawa, 
English Literature with History 2005) are 
proud to announce the birth of Leon Paul, 
their first child, on Thursday 3 March in 
Osaka, Japan

The Alumni Office would like to congratulate 
Grace Kwong (International Hotel 
Management 1999) and Vincent Lee 
on their recent wedding.

Lydia-Mary Mabere (European Literature 
and Comparative Studies 1992) and 
husband Vyacheslav Khabibulin are 
delighted to announce the birth of their son 
Noe Elias on 17 August 2010.

Juan Marcelo Ramirez Chan (Financial 
Services 1999, Service Management 2000) 
and his wife Chantal are delighted to 
announce the birth of their son Bruno on 
21 May 2010.

Business Enterprise students Sean and 
Davinia Obedih are delighted to announce 
the birth of their son Douglas on 18 October 
2010.

Births Weddings 

Santia Rasanayagam (Law 1996) and Demetri 
Papachristopoulos had a healthy baby boy, 
Alexander on August 15, 2010. He weighed 6 
pounds, 6 ounces and was 19.5 inches long 
and is the cutest little bundle of joy!

Masatake & Mayumi Matsumoto are 
delighted to announce the birth of their son 
Ryutaro on 31 March 2010.

James Wong (LLB 1996) contacted the 
Alumni Office to say “I would like to share 
my joy of being a first time Dad on the 
arrival of my newborn, Elizabeth Joie Wong, 
on midnight of the 3 February 2011”

Alumni announcements

Corinne Koblitschek, née Lutz, (Business 
Studies 1998, MBA 1999) and Daniel 
Koblitschek were married on 2 October 
2010 in Andernach, Germany. The wedding 
took place in a small castle on the Rhine 
River, it was a wonderful day!

Rabiat Fawehinm-Morakinyo (LLB 2004) 
emailed the Alumni Office to share the 
news about her wedding on 1 May 2010 to 
Olanrewaju Morakinyo in Lagos, Nigeria. 
“It was a superlative wedding and I got to 
share my day with fellow ex-students from 
Buckingham”. Among the many guests were 
Odufa Dokpesi (International Studies 
2005), Adebola ‘Debbie’ Olatokun (Eng 
Studies with Media Comm 2005) and 
Olumide Ogunkelu (LLB 2004), Rabiat said 
“It was indeed a wonderful day for me”. 

Renaldo Forbes (Law, 2010) was shot 
in a tragic accident in The Bahamas 
in December 2010
“I received the terrible news about Renaldo 
and was devastated. I knew Renaldo well 
and in my capacity as his personal tutor, 
I had the chance to discuss several 
matters with him throughout his studies 
at Buckingham.

Renaldo was a very happy person, always 
courteous and polite. His biggest quality 
was his smile and Renaldo would never 
abandon it, even in the most difficult times. 
His smile was contagious and everyone 
around him felt comfortable and happy 
in his company.

Having personally experienced a terrible 
loss recently, I could only imagine what his 
family are going through at the moment. 

I would like to send to them my 
wholehearted and sincere condolences 
and pray that courage and strength are 
with them in these difficult times.” 
Gregory Ioannidis

Jack Straw worked at the University 
in its early days and is remembered 
with fondness
Sorry to hear that Jack has died – one of 
the great characters of the early days at 
Buckingham. I am afraid I do not know the 
precise dates of his time with us – but he 
was certainly here in Max Beloff’s time, that 
is virtually from the start. I think he stayed 
until the mid eighties.

Jack’s role was rather general. If I recall it 
was that of assistant to the Pro-VC 
(administration) who was Caryl Ramsden. 

This involved working with the redoubtable 
Arthur Nightingale, (Clerk of Works), the 
Accommodation Officer and with the 
students. Things were informal then but he 
was a kind of Student Support person too. 
He was very good at sorting out visa things 
and police matters. I think he was recruited 
by Caryl Ramsden – they used to consume 
a lot of Famous Grouse together. Jack liked 
to cultivate something of a man of mystery 
– links to intelligence services, and 
hush-hush military things. I was never sure 
whether there was any truth in them but he 
could certainly tell a good story. 
John Clarke
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Your voice on Council 

Twenty-eight years ago – on 11 February 
1983 – the University received its Royal 
Charter and went from being the University 
College at Buckingham to the University of 
Buckingham. The Charter provides for the 
creation of the University Council, the 
governing body of the institution, which 
has “general control over the conduct of 
the affairs of the University”, much as a 
board of directors has control of a 
business.

This Council itself is made up of a 
number of people, both staff and non-staff, 
including two members representing the 
alumni. One of the current alumni 
representatives has stepped down owing 
to other commitments, so the University 
is seeking a replacement. Professor John 
Clarke, Secretary to the Council, would 
like to fill the vacancy as soon as possible. 
“We believe that alumni should make a 
major contribution to the development 
of the University,” he says.

Suzanna Tomassi (Service Management 
2001), the other alumni representative, 
considers the role to be a vital link between 
alumni and the University. “It provides the 
perfect opportunity to make the alumni’s 
voice heard in the decision making 
process,” she says.

As the University continues to expand, 
the next few years will be critical for the 
future of the University and Council 
members will be important in helping to 
shape the transformation taking place.

Council meetings take place four times a 
year and are normally held in Buckingham. 
Alumni representatives on Council serve 
for a period of two years.

If, as an alumnus, you would like to 
stand in the election please send your 
name and brief CV to the Secretariat Office 
(sarah.kiff@buckingham.ac.uk) by 
29/04/2011. Once nominations have been 
received, we will circulate to those alumni 
with known email addresses the list of 
names and brief details of those standing. 
The email will also direct alumni to the 
Alumnet website where they will be able to 
vote for their preferred candidate. To vote 
alumni will need to be registered on 
Alumnet.

If you are not sure whether we have your 
email address, please register on the 
Alumnet site (www.buckingham.ac.uk/
alumnet).
Dominic Randall

New courses 

Study in Buckingham and Florence
An exciting new undergraduate course in 
Art History and Heritage Management is 
launched this September. Students have 
a unique opportunity to spend the autumn 
term in Florence, studying Italian art at the 
British Institute in Florence, before coming to 
Buckingham for the rest of the programme.

“We are the only British university course 
with a term in Florence,” says Jeremy 
Howard, the admissions tutor. “And we are 
the only British university which combines 
art history with heritage management. 
That means that students get an academic 
grounding in art history and training in how 
to run country houses from a business point 
of view, as well as in museum studies and 
an insight into the art market.” 

This gives students an entry to careers 
in the international art world in addition to 
transferable skills that can lead to work in 
journalism, law and business. 

Jeremy Howard, who is head of research 
at Colnaghi Gallery, the world's oldest 
commercial art gallery, will teach courses 
on the art market and collecting. The 
Heritage Management courses will be the 
responsibility of Dr Nicola Smith, a former 
historic buildings' inspector from English 
Heritage. Buckingham’s four-term year 
means that students can complete a 
normal three-year BA honours degree in 
two years or they can combine with an MA 
or an MBA to make a three-year period of 
study. They may opt to start either in 
September or January.

Two degrees are on offer: Art History and 
Heritage Management; and Art History 
Major with a Minor Subject. In both courses, 
the art history programmes are the same. 
Students are introduced to materials and 
methods, giving them an historical overview 
of western art and architecture from Greece 
and Rome to the modern. Heritage 
management covers the background to 
heritage, study of contemporary issues, and 

the business or managing the heritage as 
part of the cultural history. 

Calling all budding diplomats
This September the University is hoping 
to add a new MA in Diplomacy as well 
as combined MAs in Intelligence and 
Diplomacy and Global Affairs and 
Diplomacy. These Masters degrees will join 
the existing – highly successful – graduate 
degree programme in the Department of 
Economics and International Studies. 

All of these degrees are aimed at 
students seeking careers in government 
departments such as Foreign Affairs and 
Defence as well as international 
governmental and non-governmental 
organisations or who are looking for 
programmes that offer structured pathways 
into further research at MPhil or PhD levels. 

For more information on these courses 
please contact Linda Waterman on  
+44 (0) 1280 820120 or email her at  
linda.waterman@buckingham.ac.uk

Forthcoming events 

Alumni Summer Party
This year the Alumni Summer Party will 
be held on 21 June at 6.30pm in the most 
wonderful venue, The Speaker’s State 
Rooms at the Houses of Parliament.  
Please put the date in your diary. This 
is an excellent opportunity for alumni, 
students and staff to get together.

UBAA Fundraising Dinner
The University of Buckingham Alumni 
Association is organising a fundraising 
event for September.

Details of these and other events are 
regularly emailed to all alumni. If you’re not 
already receiving these emails please ensure 
we have up-to-date contact details by 
registering on alumnet at https://extranet.
buckingham.ac.uk/alumnet


