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As is often the case for Graduation at the
University of Buckingham, the rather grey
weather was not at its warmest, nor at its
driest. However, the full church was warm
and colourful, leaving thoughts of the
weather outside.

The Vice-Chancellor welcomed all graduands
and their families to Buckingham, remarking
that the Romans had decided that February
should have the fewest days so that the cold
weather would be over sooner, as March
signaled the start of spring.  He then spoke
about the University’s achievements over the
past year, including the Education
Department and its PGCE (recently
accredited by the government), the proposed
Medical School, and the new Enterprise Hub
at the School of Business. He also praised
the efforts of Harin Sellahewa, one of our Sri
Lankan graduate students, for his work after
the Asian tsunami in raising funds to build a
new school in one of the worst affected areas
in Sri Lanka.

There were two ceremonies, for law
graduands in the morning, and for business,
science and humanities graduands in the
afternoon. At the ceremonies the Chancellor,

Sir Martin Jacomb, presented four honorary
degrees. Two of these were the Honourable
Pravind Jugnauth (LLB ’84) from Mauritius,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Finance in the government of Mauritius (see
Winter/2004 Independent), and
Oleg Gordievsky, previously a member of
the KGB who now lives in the UK. Then all
the Buckingham students proudly (and in
some cases anxiously) shook the
Chancellor’s hand and collected their well-
earned graduation certificates.

The ceremonies were followed by
refreshments in the marquee and an
opportunity for the new graduates and their
families to catch up with friends and staff
members in the warm and dry. The evening
was rounded off by an excellent dinner at
Whittlebury Hall attended by about 135
people, followed by the ball which was still in
full swing when I finally made my weary way
to bed at 3:30 in the morning!

Many congratulations to all our new
graduates, and do remember to keep in
touch with us through AlumNet.

The University was also delighted that
Hernando de Soto accepted the Honorary
Degree of Doctor of Letters. The convocation
took place at Buckingham on 29 January
2005, preceded by a seminar where staff and
students had an opportunity to put questions
to Mr de Soto.

Philip Fine
Head of Department Psychology

Message from
the Vice-Chancellor

The growth of the University depends not
only on the growth of existing functions but
also on the introduction of new activities. To
this end we launched in 2002/3 a new
Department of Education led by Professor
Anthony O’Hear (the Director of the Royal
Institute of Philosophy) and by Professor
Christopher Woodhead (Her Majesty’s
former Chief Inspector of Schools, who has
done more than anyone else to improve
educational standards in Britain over the last
30 years) and this new school launched its
Postgraduate Certificate of Education (PGCE)
last year.

This course is based on the personal
mentoring of students within the classroom,
which speaks to the Buckingham tradition of
personal tuition, and up to now it has been
accredited by the Headmasters and
Headmistresses Conference (the association
of independent or Public Schools).

The course has been so successful that in
this, its second year, its numbers of students
has risen from 13 to 23 and – most excitingly
of all – we have just heard that the
Government’s Teacher Training Agency has
also accredited it.  Its graduates can work,
therefore, both in the independent and public
sectors.

We have thus created at Buckingham the first
independent teachers’ training school in
Britain for over a century – one that has,
moreover, received State accreditation - and
in this microcosm see the future growth of
our lovely university.

Dr Terence Kealey
Vice-Chancellor

IndependentT
H

E

Spring 2005

Graduation 2005

Hernando de Soto in Seminar

Oleg Gordievsky

Sir Martin, The Hon. Pravind Jugnauth
& Dr Kealey



I wish you all a
very happy New
Year (of the
Rooster) and

hope that this year will bring peace and
happiness wherever possible.

The end of last year was, of course,
dominated by the tragic events in the East
Asia region and will continue to have an effect
on all our lives for many years to come. As
our students were on holiday at the time we
have probably appeared to be a little slow in
reacting, but please be assured that since
they returned we have put a Committee in
place (chaired by Harin Sellahewa, DPhil
Computing) and are planning ways to help
people in the region now, and in the coming
years.

As a university we feel that the best area for
us to concentrate on will be that of education
and we are open to ideas on where the
money raised can be used to best advantage.
The Committee will meet regularly to discuss
the organization of events, use of events that
are planned anyway, and the selection of
projects from all the ideas that we hope will
be sent to us from alumni, students and staff. 

You can read further information and
messages from our alumni on page 12-13 of
this issue.

On other news, Lauren Hardy has taken on
the role of PR/Media Communication Co-
Ordinator from Larisa and she is being kept
very busy with publication of our monthly
news updates, staff newsletter, general
publicity and, of course, liaising with our
alumni whenever possible.

We are now arranging the second of the
Buckingham/IEA lunches. This will be held in
the summer at the Institute of Economic
Affairs in London and the speaker will be
HE Dr Maleeha Lodhi, Ambassador to the
Pakistan High Commission. Should any of you
wish to attend this event, I would be most
grateful if you could let either me, or Lauren
Hardy (lauren.hardy@buckingham.ac.uk) know
of your interest. Spaces will be very limited.

The ‘Country Group Guidelines’ are being
finalized and we await final confirmation of the
content, after which they will be on the
AlumNet site
(www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumnet) and will, I
hope, be of use to many of you. Our country
group in Malaysia has recently revamped itself
and has a tremendous year of events and

meetings planned. For further information on
what is happening and details on how to get
involved, or attend the events, please look at
the information on page 11. Also, a recently
formed Nigerian Group will be arranging
events in the near future and for contact
details and further news, please see page 5.

Finally, whatever else you do, please do come
to the Alumni Summer Party in London on
Friday 17 June – details at the back of the
magazine. Ring or email today for further
information and ticket bookings. I look
forward to seeing you.

Anne Matsuoka
PR/Alumni Relations Officer
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338
anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk
www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumnet
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Editor’s News

It is my first
message in the
year of 2005 for
the Independent. I
have mixed
feelings about

completing this piece.

I am sure most of us have spent a wonderful
Christmas and the New Year. However, some
celebrations were in the shadow of the Asian
tsunami. We have received immediate replies
from our alumni who are deeply concerned
about the tsunami disaster. You may read the
details in our tsunami pages. Many staff and
current students are also supportive,
participating in the tsunami appeal meetings
and fund raising events. A big thank you
should go to our alumni, staff and current
students. 

For the articles written by the previous
Student Sabbatical Officers, which I have
mentioned in the last issue, Suzanna
Tomassi, Alumni Data Co-ordinator, has
contributed one about her exciting trip to
China during the New Year’s holiday (p 5).
Her experience may help you to make up
your mind to pay a visit to China, a vast,
beautiful and diverse country of which I am
very proud.

The
most splendid and exciting event so far this
term is no doubt the Graduation which was
held on 26 February. It was my graduation as
well, which I looked forward to. The
Graduation Ball in the evening afterwards
was fabulous. The cover story (by Philip
Fine) and the inside article (by Estena
Newbold, p 3) give more information about
the day. I believe the pictures in full colour
will add more attractiveness to your imagine
of the event, especially to those graduates
who were unable to attend the ceremony. 

I would like to apologize to Dean Sims (BSc
AFM ’81) and Dean Miah (PEL ’98). In the
last issue, both the first quote of the Season
(p 2) and the first alumni news (p 8, except
the first paragraph and Dean Miah’s picture)
are written by Dean Sims. Although we have
corrected the names in the PDF file of the
Independent on the AlumNet, we still feel
terribly sorry for both of our alumni. We
would try our best to double-check all details
as always.   

Wishing all of you a prosperous Rooster Year. 

Xiaojing (Iva) Yu
(MSc IHM ’05)
Tel:     +44 0 1280 820230
Email: xiaojing.yu@buckingham.ac.uk

Xiaojing’s News

BUCKINGHAM IN THE NEWS

IEA National Free Enterprise Award for
Vice-Chancellor

The Institute of Economic Affairs (IEA) has
announced that Dr Terence Kealey, Vice-
Chancellor of the University of Buckingham, is
the winner of its National Free Enterprise
Award of 2004. Dr Kealey was presented with
the award on 24 January 2005 at the IEA's
22nd Annual State of The Economy
Conference in London by Sir Nigel Mobbs.

Last year's winner was Rodney Leach, of
Jardine Matheson, while previous winners
include F.A. Hayek (winner of the Nobel Prize
for Economics), Margaret Thatcher and
Richard Branson.

IEA Web site says: 
Since he became Vice-Chancellor he has been
instrumental in introducing new initiatives to
the university, including an Institute of
Medicine, and is now proposing the formation
of an independent Medical School. Terence
has also written extensively on the need for
more independence in education.
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HSBC Appoints Zuraidah as
Non-Executive Director

HSBC Bank Malaysia
Bhd announced the
appointment of Datuk
Zuraidah Atan (LLB
’84) as a non-
executive director
effective 18 October
2004.  

The first woman to be
appointed to the
board of HSBC
Malaysia, Zuraidah

was previously president and chief executive of
Affin Merchant Bank Bhd for four years until
September 2003. She is a member of the
Association of Bumiputra Business &
Professional Women, Malaysia. She is also active
in community service, and serves as an adviser
to the National Cancer Society. 

Zuraidah said she would be honoured if we
publish her news. She also wrote: 

Since I left Affin Merchant Bank as its first
woman President/CEO (in fact first woman CEO
of a merchant/ investment bank in Malaysia!),
end September 2003, I read in Chambers
(pupillage) and was called to the Malaysian Bar 5
August 2004. 

After 20 years of being in the corporate,
financial and banking sector, it is certainly
exciting to join the legal fraternity.

Over the years, my work has taken me to exotic
locations like Papua New Guinea, India, Laos,
China, Korea, Japan, Indonesia, and many
more. I've been to Australia so many times and
of course to New Zealand too! Ergo, given my
exposure in the corporate world and particularly
cross-borders, I decided to start my own
boutique legal practice called ‘Chambers of
Zuraidah Atan’ and am enjoying the challenges
thus far (my website www.zuraidah.com).

Apart from the advisory assignments that I
undertake, I am a Legal Aid Centre/Dock Brief
Volunteer and an Arbitrator registered with the
Regional Centre of Arbitration in Kuala Lumpur
(RCAKL).

I am also a Council Member of our National
Tourism Council of Malaysia and am involved,
particularly in areas of 'Tourism Financing'. I
travelled to India with our delegation in March
this year to meet our counterpart there.

As Adviser, National Cancer Society of
Malaysia, I am very much involved in its fund-
raising activities and cancer awareness
programmes. Last month
(September), we ran the highly successful

'Yellow Balloon Race' launched by our Queen,
followed by Cancer Awareness week supported
by our Prime Minister's wife.

I am also a member of various women's
professional groups and participate/ spearhead
activities to assist women to enhance skills and
core competencies to gain competitive
advantage and increase the 'knowledge
workforce'.

By the way, I have just finished my term as the
University Alumni President of Malaysia! 

Oh, and I am also a golfer (high handicapper!)
and my home clubs are Royal Selangor Golf
Club (RSGC) and the Kelab Golf Negara
Subang (KGNS), both illustrious clubs with
strong traditions in Malaysia.

I was a part-time columnist in our local weekly
Sunday paper for its magazine till midyear last
year. I had my poems printed in our national
papers from time to time. And I frequently
deliver talks/seminars on areas such as 'Capital
Markets and Corporate Finance'.

So, that sums up what I've been doing.
Otherwise, I spend time at home with my two
wonderfully spoilt fat cats, Alya and Blackie.

I arrived in Buckingham very excited. I was

especially thrilled because I was to receive the

Edgar Palamountain Award for Excellence, a

prize in honour of the memory of a former

Chairman of the Council at Buckingham. The

atmosphere was exhilarating. There were so

many of my colleagues there whom I had not

seen since June 2004. I suddenly had feelings

of nostalgia for some very good times spent at

Buckingham University.

The ceremony was short but momentous. The

Vice-Chancellor Dr. Kealey gave the welcoming

address and reminded us always to speak well

of life at Buckingham, as if we’d say anything

else! He also gave us an update on activities at

the University. I was especially encouraged by

the reply given by The Honourable Pravind

Jugnauth, Deputy Prime Minister of Mauritius

and Minister of Finance and Economic

Development and a Buckingham Alumnus.

Minister Jugnauth received a Doctor of Laws

honoris causa. He reminded us of the

importance of ‘helping the helpless’ and

obeying the Code of Ethics of the Legal

Profession. Mr. Robert Tomkinson also

received a Doctorate honoris causa. I felt rather

honoured later in the ceremony to receive the

award from Mrs. Chloe Woodhead, the

daughter of Mr. Palamountain. The award itself

was a gold medal and I felt humbled to be

chosen ‘first among equals’ among the

undergraduates.

Estena Newbold (LLB ’05) 

Palamountain Prize Winner

Mrs Chloe Woodhead & Estena Newbold

Graduates

Graduates at the Ball



Frederic
Moraillon
(BSc Business

Studies ’90) 

Frederic is
spearheading
marketing for
Business Objects in
Asia-Pacific where,

with the team, he focuses on developing both
the brand and lead generation to help ensure
the region meets and exceeds its objectives.
He is also heading the Strategic Performance
Unit responsible for developing the Asia-
Pacific solution business.

Frederic has 13 years of building and leading
marketing and sales strategies in Asia. He has
managed more than 300 regional business
and consumer marketing campaigns focusing
on delivering solid financial results. To that
effect, Frederic has developed and
implemented the 'Simple Marketing Strategy'
and has published several articles in regional
publications (Marketing ROI: A case of
corporate survival; Do you need Customers?;
Is Loyalty Profitable?; Sales Cycle Marketing,

etc.) He regularly gives speeches on
Marketing ROI to further the cause of the
strategic role of marketing in an organisation's
business arsenal.

Prior to joining Business Objects, Frederic
was spearheading business development for
SAS Customer Intelligence in Asia-Pacific
where he was helping organisations develop
their customer intelligence strategies to
increase revenue. His focus and expertise
helped organizations identify and understand
ways to define who their best customers are,
how to retain them and attract similar ones
and, most importantly, how to improve their
profitability. Before that, Frederic ran Sound
Principles, a specialist consultancy firm
focusing on Marketing ROI and helped several
organisations build and develop their sales
pipeline. Frederic has also partnered the
Pepper and Rogers Group Asia on several
customer relationships management (CRM)
projects in Singapore, India and Malaysia with
the aim to marry CRM strategy and
technology. He was also in charge of
marketing for PeopleSoft South Asia where,
with the help of his team, he helped generate
demand of 300% the sales pipeline enabling
the region to grow both in 2000 and 2001.

This focus further helped the brand by
improving the company's recognition by 30%.
Prior to PeopleSoft, Frederic helped set-up
and manage the marketing function at Silicon
Graphics (sgi) and he has also been
responsible for the branding and marketing of
a large 5-star hotel in Singapore.

He has lived in Singapore since 1991 and
holds a Master in International Marketing from
the University of Strathclyde, a Bachelor
(Honours) in Business Studies from
Buckingham and has also engaged in post-
graduate Information Studies research at
Singapore's Nanyang Technological
University.

Frederic is an Ordinary Member of the
Singapore Institute of Management, and
Former Member of the Junior Chamber of
Singapore and Rotary Club of Marina City
where he was awarded the Outstanding New
Rotarian Award in 1996. He is the Council
Representative of The Conference Board's
South-Asia Sales & Marketing Council and
member of the Asia Speaker Association. He
recently started the Results Foundation
Toastmasters with a few friends to promote
the development of public speaking. 

Sunil Daryanani (BSc Hons
Computer Science with Economics ’90)
provided his updated news after a few years
and kindly sent us Christmas and New Year
greetings. He would like to publish his email
dani@danitraders.com, just in case anybody

wants to contact
him. 
Sunil says: After
my career at
IBM Group in
Madrid, I joined
the family
business in 1995
and also created
a new business
as a travel
agency Anami

Travel. I got married in 1996 to Pia. Today
she is running the travel agency Anami
Travel. Right now I am developing new
projects for distributing clothing, using new
technology in fashion, throughout Spain with
the family business Dani Traders. We still live
in the sunny Canaries though, of course,
using the latest technology we can work
nationally which is a pleasure as we gain in
quality of life.

In 2003 our little baby girl Melody was born
and we are enjoying her as she grows,
discovering one of the greatest gifts that a
person can be given in this life...

Kirsten Ladebeck (LLB ’96, MA
International Relations ’97)
THANK YOU so much for your very kind
birthday greetings! I am only now able to
reply and thank you but I was touched how
observant you are. I hope all at Buckingham
is and are well!

Olufunke Onitiri (LLB ’96)
Thank you very much for the birthday
message! I was very surprised and pleased to
get it. I have to congratulate you and all the
other members of the Alumni office for doing
such a great job of keeping us alumni
informed on what is happening and for
organizing all those great events to get us
together. Keep up the great work and all the
very best.

Thomas Kusserow (Wedel exchange ’97)
and his wife Weina
We would like to wish you all the best for
2005. May power and sustainability still be
with you in your work to keep the alumni
together and help them to stay in touch!

Stephanie E Weinberger (BA History of Art
and Heritage Management ’98)
Thank you very much for all the emailing
concerning the Alumni events & all the
organisations involved. It is very positive that
years after finishing our studies at
Buckingham we still get informed about the
main events.  

Thank you also for the birthday card email
you sent me a few months back. It was a nice
surprise and brought back good memories
from my study years at Buckingham. Well
done for all your efforts & thank you all once
again.

Dinesh Kanavaji (LLB ’00)
It has been 4 years since I left Buckingham.
Nevertheless there is never a day that my
thoughts did not go to Buckingham. It is
great to know that although I am no longer
there, I am remembered on my birthday. For
that I thank you.

Alain El Roumi (MSc Computing '02)
Please check my website
www.elsikanaw.com and send my regards to
all Buckingham staff and alumni. I miss you
all.

Filiz Yuksel (LLM ’05)
Thank you very much. It becomes a
wonderful birthday, when I hear that you
remember me. Buckingham was a family for
me and will be always. 

Nukhbah Langah (BA English literature ’97)
Thanks ever so much to all the Alumni Crew
for keeping me in your thoughts. I miss
Buckingham and all the wonderful moments
with my friends who became a family to me
for all times to come!
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It’s a very strange feeling to write for the
Independent after such a long break. It has
been over two years since I left the Student
Sabbatical post and I have to say Emil
Vassilev (MBA ’02, LLM ‘03) and Xiaojing
(Iva) Yu (MSc International Hotel
Management ’05) have been doing an
extraordinary job since then!

At the end of December last year I went to
China. China has been my dream destination
for a while. Since I also received an invitation
(from Iva) to a wedding in Beijing I thought it
would be a good excuse to actually visit the
Orient.

I will save you all funny details, strangers we
met and silly accidents we had (as I could
write a long story about it and that would
send you to sleep…). Planning to travel from
one city to another (Shanghai -Beijing-Xi’an-
Hong Kong-Macau-Hong Kong-Shanghai)
and after having a look on AlumNet I
decided to contact alumni living there.

You might be surprised that I would like to
meet up with somebody who graduated
years before me. Well, despite the time
difference there is always something that
draws us together. It’s the University we
graduated from! I always feel I have known
the people I meet for a long time. This
happened in Shanghai. There were five of us
who met for dinner in a gorgeous Chinese
restaurant. Even though we had never met
before we had so many things to talk about
and it even appeared that we shared some
of the same friends (I bet some ears were
burning that night!).

So who attended the dinner? If you have a
look on the picture you can see our happy
faces – from the left: Jin Ling (MSc Service
Management ’01), Johann Kottulinsky
(BSc Business Studies ‘00), Catherine
Xiong (BSC AFM ’99, LLM ’00), Suzanna
Tomassi and James Zhang who was in
Buckingham in 2001. I have to say a huge
thank you to Johann who took the whole
responsibility for organising the evening and
to everybody who simply found some time to
attend!

And finally in Hong Kong we met with
Roderick Wu (LLB ’78, Honorary Graduate
’02), a fantastic man who was awarded his
Buckingham Honorary Degree during the
same ceremony that I graduated at.
Roderick found some time to take us for a
dinner and also felt that he should introduce
us to Dim Sum and local beer, so we met

again for lunch a few days later. You can see
how enjoyable it was from the picture below!

Well, my holiday is over and I’m back in
Buckingham. I had a fabulous time and I
definitely would like to go back to Hong
Kong and other places in China again. I’m
very pleased that I could meet up with other
alumni and that is what I will definitely do
again when I go abroad!

PS. let me say a huge thank you to Mario
Carias-Borjas (BSc Economics ’90),
Marie-Louise Mandl (BSc Economics ’91)
and Bolanle Animashaun (BSc Biological
Sciences ’93) who I met while traveling to
New York in March last year. It was great to
talk to you guys and who knows, perhaps
we will meet again soon…

Suzanna Tomassi
(MSc Service Management ’02)

Both Medinah Huthman (BSc AFM ’80) and
Gregory Idehen (LLB '85) sent their messages
to the Alumni Office about setting up a Nigerian
alumni society. Popo Kadiku (BA PEL ’87) would
also like to contribute.

Thanks for all the information and contribution
from our Nigerian alumni, and anyone interested
in joining the new Society should contact
Medinah (medinahh@yahoo.com), Gregory
(idehen3000@yahoo.com), or Popo
(popokdk@yahoo.com).

The message published below is from Gregory.
Registered AlumNet members could read Popo’s
recent news at www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumnet.

Message from Gregory Idehen

I moved back to Nigeria from Los Angeles, USA in
May 2004 after some twelve years. Prior to that I
spent eight years in the UK. My wife and 3 kids
were also back from Los Angeles last August. It
has been quite hectic searching for the right
schools, starting school, job-hunting for my wife,
and in between taking care of my business. I have
been so busy, I haven't had time to socialize and

meet any alumni here. However, I would like to get
in touch with other alumni in Nigeria. It is a
fantastic idea to do a special on Nigerian Alumni. 

I was pleasantly surprised that the Alumni
magazine was still being mailed to my parents’
address. It has been quite interesting keeping up
with the progress of Buckingham Alumni.
I was surprised to read that Chuckwuemeka
Chikelu (LLB ’91) (see Winter 2004) who is
presently Nigeria's Minister of Information and
National Orientation graduated from Buckingham.
His web link is
www.nigeria.gov.ng/ministryinformation/minister.h
tm.

I would also like to bring to your notice that
Senator Liyel Imoke (LLB ’86) began a 4-year
term as Nigeria's Minister of Power and Steel in
June 2003. He has held several impressive
positions in the Nigerian government prior to this
appointment. He was a Senator at 30 years old.
From 1999 to 2003, he was Special Adviser to
the President of Nigeria. Here is Liyel’s website:
www.nigeria.gov.ng/ministries/ministerpower.htm. 

Keep up the good work with the Independent.

Trip to China

News from Nigeria
Hon Justice K.O Odiete Georgemann

re-visits Buckingham

A pioneer student of the School of Law of the
University visited on 11 October 2004. Hon Justice
K.O Odiete Georgemann is presently a High Court
Judge in Nigeria. Her first visit to Buckingham was
in August 2003 (see Autumn 2003). 

We would also like to give our warm welcome to
Cleopatra Barovbe (current student-LLB), the
Judge’s daughter, who joined the University in
January 2005. 

Any of the alumni or current students who wish to
get in touch with the Judge could follow the details
below. 

The High Court of Justice
Ughelli, Delta State

Federal Republic of Nigeria
Tel: 00234-53251278

Mobile: 00234-803 -4412206, or
00234-802-3911825

Welcomed by the Vice Chancellor
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News from Foundation Office

2005 begins a new year for the Foundation
Office; it is difficult to believe that a year has
gone by since I took over the Directorship of
the Foundation in January 2004. It has been a
very busy year for both Sarah and me and has
ended with our moving into the new
Foundation office. We finally moved from our
cubbyhole in the attic of Yeomanry House to
rather more spacious premises on the ground
floor of Yeomanry House where you will be
made most welcome if you find yourselves at
the University.

The most important event of 2004 was a visit
by the Vice-Chancellor and me to Bermuda
and the Bahamas in November. As always we
received the warm welcome that all of us at
Buckingham have learned to expect from our
alumni. Leo Mills’ words as he greeted us at
the airport in Bermuda,  “Buckingham
students go the extra mile”, proved to be true
throughout our visit. Wherever we went, you
all made that extra effort to make us feel that
we are all part of the same Buckingham
family.

In Bermuda, Leo Mills organised a drinks
party at the Royal Hamilton Amateur Dinghy
Club. It was a delight to meet alumni there

and talk with them about their successes. You
really reward our efforts when we see you
playing such an important and valuable role in
your own countries. We are proud to be
associated with you.

We were interviewed by Bermudan television
and such was our fame that the Vice-
Chancellor was recognised by security at
Hamilton airport as a result of the television
appearance.

From Bermuda we went to Nassau in the
Bahamas where Cheryl Major-Bazard had
kindly organised a dinner at Sandals. Once
again we met alumni and enjoyed discussing
not only their successful careers but also their
deep sea fishing expeditions. My knowledge
of such increased as I learned of the dangers
of eating large Barracuda - thank you Greg
and Nick!

These visits are important to us because we
learn more about the countries from which our
alumni come and what they would like from
their continued relationship with their alma
mater. Many of you have asked that when we
visit your countries, we consider giving
lectures and law updates as well as having
social events. We hope to be able to do this
and I will let you have further details in the
future of planned visits and lectures

associated with them. There were also
requests for year group reunions at
Buckingham, and I know that Anne Matsuoka
is looking at this. Do continue to let us know
how we can help you; you are, after all, life
members of the University of Buckingham.

Fundraising is the major part of the
Foundation office’s work and we have
received some very generous donations this
year for which we are most grateful. We are
always delighted to receive donations of any
amount to help fund scholarships,
professorships, research, construction and
renovation of buildings, and the establishment
of the Max Beloff Centre for the Study of
Liberty. Max was our first Principal and a
staunch supporter of liberty. If you would like
to contribute to the University’s needs do look
at our web page
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/ubfoundation/
which will give you details of how you can
support the Foundation. If you would like your
contribution to be in memory or honour of a
friend or family member, or for a particular
purpose do please let me know. I look forward
to hearing from you.

Dr Mary Welstead
Director, UB Foundation
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820 263
Email: mary.welstead@bukckingam.ac.uk

Buckingham forges ahead in
the US

Buckingham has always believed strongly in
the special relationship with the United States.
Our university was founded on the model of
the great American private universities, many
of our faculty have taught in some of these
universities with whom we have long-standing
relationships, and we are proud of the many
American students who have come to study
at Buckingham over the years. Since October
2003 we have been developing this
relationship as a result of a new partnership
with Boston University and its affiliated
students' placement organisation EUSA
(European Study Abroad). The University now
has a London office at the headquarters of
Boston's London operations and the new
partnership means that we are able to offer
Buckingham students opportunities for work
placements in London and four other
European capital cities. We are aiming to build
on this partnership with America's fourth
largest private university by forging new links
with universities, colleges and high schools in
the United States as well as by renewing
contact with former students and with
universities with whom we have long-standing
links.  

Recently we sent out a questionnaire to our
US alumni. We were overwhelmed by the
enthusiastic replies. In the words of one
alumnus: " A lot of study abroad programs are

not true cultural experiences for the students
because they travel to England with a large
group of Americans, live with this same group
of Americans and attend classes with them.
They just happen to be in another country. It's
a "much-watered down" experience.
Buckingham is unique for the richness of
encounters and relationships you build with
people from all over the world". Another US
alumnus, who studied at Buckingham in the
1970s wrote "I am serious when I say that my
year at UCB was the best year of my
academic life". 

Since then we have developed not only an
excellent range of new degree programmes,
but also new study-abroad options combined,
through our affiliation with EUSA, with work
placements. I believe that Buckingham has
something very special to offer and want you
to encourage more US students to come to
Buckingham. 

I shall be visiting Boston, Lehigh and Los
Angeles between 10-20 April. In Boston (10-
13 April) I will visit elite independent schools
(11 April), followed by a meeting with the
Provost and senior staff of the Boston
University (12 April). On 13 April I will be
representing the University of Buckingham at
the regional NACAC fair, which will take place
at Boston Bayside Expo and Executive
Conference Center, Exhibit Halls A-B, 200
Mount Vernon Street.

While in Lehigh Valley (14-15 April), I will visit
Lafayette, Moravian, Lehigh and other
independent colleges, who have well
established partnership links with
Buckingham.

In Los Angeles (16-20 April), I will be
representing our University at the largest
regional NACAC fair, taking place on 20 April,
at Pasadena Center Exhibition Building,
Annex Hall, 300 East Green Street, Pasadena,
CA 91101.

Alumni are especially welcome to meet me in
person and are invited to get in touch with
Emil Vassilev in the Alumni Office, direct line
+44 (0)1280 820133, email
emil.vassilev@buckingham.ac.uk, in order to
set up the most suitable date/venue/time for
each leg of my trip.

Jeremy Howard
Director of the University of Buckingham
London Office

University News

Jeremy Howard
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The University was delighted to welcome more
than 270 new students in January 2005. We
are happy that they are here for the
contribution that they will make to our
academic and social community, and also
pleased to see positive results from our
enhanced promotional efforts in the second
half of 2004. 

Recent international visits have included the
launch in Bermuda and the Bahamas of the
Buckingham Foundation through a visit by the
Foundation Director, Mary Welstead and the
Vice Chancellor.

I visited India, Nigeria, Hong Kong, Thailand,
Vietnam and Greece and there have been
other visits to the Channel Islands and Taiwan,
among others. In Taiwan, I was very grateful
for the invaluable support and hospitality of
one of our alumni, Regina Saga, and Regina’s
family.

It is very much our intention to forge strong
links with UB alumni wherever we visit, as
there can be no better advocates for the true
nature of the Buckingham experience than our

former students. We value your thoughts and
input very highly. 

The January 2005 intake saw the University
continue its tradition of strong student
numbers recruited from the UK, Nigeria and
Pakistan, with growing numbers from Eastern
European countries, China and Japan. There
was strong recruitment to our MBA
programme and positive signs in many
academic areas.

We hope that we will have the opportunity to
meet you in your own country in the coming
months and to engage with you in spreading
the word about the University of Buckingham.

Happy Year of the Rooster!

Tim Gutsell
Director of Marketing and Admissions
Tel: +44 (0)1280 820295
Email: tim.gutsell@buckingham.ac.uk

Marketing Update

A few years ago Marc Giebels van Bekestein (BA European

Studies ’88), pictured below, decided to set-up a wine company

that would focus primarily on importing to the UK the best of

Hispanic wines.

In Marc’s words  “…the business has now grown and we import

over 300 different types of wine from Spain, South America, Italy

and Portugal. We also recently established a joint venture with

another wine importing company that specializes in French, South

African, Australian and Italian wines. This has enabled us to cover

geographically most wine producing regions worldwide.”

ADVERTISING

With a circulation of 8,000, the

Independent opens Advertising Pages

for our alumni from current issue.

You are more than welcome to take this

opportunity to publicize your business. 

Please contact us with wording, logo

etc., and indicate the size you would

prefer. The costs will be:  quarter £50,

half £100, full £200, all in four colour

and based on A4 size sheet. 

If you have any queries, please contact 

Emil Vassilev

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133

Email: emil.vassilev@buckingham.ac.uk



Engagements

Carolin Ziller (BSc European Studies
’98, LLM ’01)

My boyfriend, Philipp von Breitenbuch,
33 years old, and I got engaged on 15
July 2004. We met on 15 August 2003 at
another Buckingham alumnus Max von
Below (BSc Business Studies ’01, MSc
Service Management ’02)’s birthday
party in Germany. Six months later we
moved in together and today we know
we do not want it any other way again -
the wedding will be some time in autumn
or winter 2005. 

Andrea Hodges (LLB ’94) announced
her engagement to Bruce Steele-Tyson
over Christmas when both families got
together. The wedding will take place in
August 2005. 

Marriages

Santia Rasanayagam (LLB ’97) married
Demetrios Papachristopoulos on 14
August 2004 in Singapore.

The wedding was followed by a reception
at the Grand Hyatt Singapore. They now
reside in Portland, Oregon and have lived
there for the past five years. Some good
friends present at their wedding were
Hamish Fairey (LLB ’96) and Sheebani
Sethi (LLB ’96).

Veena Shah (BSc Business Studies ’99,
MBA ’00) and Anand Verma (BSc
Computer Science ’97, MSc Computer
Science ’03) got married on 15 August
2004 in a beautiful and magical setting of
Royal Court Hotel in Coventry, UK. Many
University of Buckingham staff and
alumni from all around the world were
present at the wedding and reception.
Veena and Anand work and live in
London, UK.

Thomas Kusserow (Wedel exchange
’97) has some good news for us.

‘When I visited my parents for Christmas,
I saw the article about Weina and me in
the Independent (Summer/2004). Thank
you very much indeed. 

We married on 10 Oct 2004! There have
been big parties in China, with more than
600 guests all together... really amazing
for a German like me...’

Philippa (Pearce) Skandaliaris (LLB ’94)
would like to announce her marriage with
Manoli.

We were married on 4 November 2004 at
the Greek Orthodox Church here in
Nassau with a reception for 350 at
Villagio afterwards. It was a wonderfully
joyous day full of happiness and laughter.
Manoli and I met here in 2002. 

As you can see from the picture, we both
thoroughly enjoyed ourselves. Rahul
Ahuja (BSc AFM ’93) was our Master of
Ceremonies and he did the most fantastic
job of speaking Greek and ensuring that
things ran smoothly! Katherine Malcolm
(BSc Computer Science ’92) was one of
my bridesmaids and she too made sure
the day went without a hitch!

We honeymooned at the Rock House in
Harbour Island - a truly magical place.’

Devyani Sethi (BSc Business studies
'97) and Morgan Larkin solemnized their
marriage in a traditional Indian wedding
ceremony on 26 December 2004 in New
Delhi, India.
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..and Births
‘We had a wonderful wedding, even
though it was in the shadow of the
tsunami disaster.’ Devyani said. 

Originally married in a civil ceremony in
Phoenix, Arizona in July 2003, they had
been unable to have a traditional wedding
in India at the time as Morgan was on
active duty with the US Navy. This past
December, they were delighted finally to
keep the promise they had made to their
families and friends more than a year
before. 

They are currently based in Scottsdale,
Arizona where Devyani works as a Global
Program Manager at DHL Worldwide
Express and Morgan is reading
Economics at Arizona State University
and thoroughly enjoying civilian life again.

Reyhan Alimova (current student-LLB)
married Hans Willemsen on 13
September 2004 at a civil service in
Aylesbury.  

The couple were accompanied by Cecile
McKinney (current student-LLB), Carol
Yuhaschek (LLM ’05) and Barry Clifton.
Cecile and Carol were witnesses for the
bride and Barry was witness for the
groom. 

Births 

Carlos Fernando Pons (BSc Business
Economics ’01) said in his message: ‘I
am doing well and have been living in
Ecuador for over a year now and even
though it takes time to get used to it
everything is going well.’

He sent a picture of himself and his little
princess, Micaela, who was born on 22
January 2004.

Carlos and Monica are expecting their
second child for October. ‘WE ARE
GETTING SO OLD!’ said Carlos.

Mabel Leung (LLB ’03) would like to
report her ‘model baby’, Hendrika
Seghers, born on 25 March 2004,
weighed 4kilos 80 grams at birth.
Xiao-mei is Hendrika’s Chinese name,
which means little beauty. Already 9
months now, she crawls very fast,
standing, and says ‘mama’ already.

Hendrika was selected as the ‘model
baby’ for the spring/summer 2005
collection of the Belgium children’s
clothing: GYMP.  

Jeremy Garson (BSc Business Studies
’85) and Kristin would like to announce
that their baby boy Magnus Gabriel
Sonning Garson was born on 29 June
2004 in London. The baby was christened
on 21 November 2004 in Venice at St
George's Church. Christopher Smith
(LLB ’84) is one of the godfathers.

Both Jeremy and Kristin are now living
and working in La Maremma, Southern
Tuscany.

Eurika Charlton (LLB ’94)

I am practising out of the Office of The
Attorney General, Nassau, Bahamas. I
successfully completed my Bar Training
with the Council of Legal Education of the
West Indies and was called to the
Bahamas Bar in October 2000. I work as
a criminal prosecutor.

I was married to Vincent Charlton in
August 2003. I have an eight-year-old son
Doswell Coakley, prior to marriage. My
husband has a seven-year-old son Cody
Charlton prior. We now have our first
child together, a baby boy Malique
Charlton who was born on 6 July 2004. 

Juliet Myers (BSc Business Studies ’93)
sent us a family picture and wrote: ‘We
are thrilled at the arrival of our daughter,
Kayla Dakota Turner born 24 September
2004 in Lansing Michigan, USA. We
currently reside in the Cayman Islands.’

Deba Bardhan Correia (MSc Service
Management ’01) gave birth to a son on
24 October 2004, weighing 6lbs, 11oz.
Deba and her husband Jorge (current
student-DPhil Business) have named
him Noah Gaius.
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Throughout the month of January and
February, a number of stories were
published about the case of Greek athlete
Konstantinos Kenteris who is represented
by Gregory Ioannidis. A large number of
these noted Greg as being a law lecturer at
the University. (Financial Times; BBC Sport;
Sporting Life; The Press Association;
Sportal; Ireland On-Line; L'Equipe (France);
Gazeta esportiva (Brazil); Namdalsavisa
(Norway); NZSDA (New Zealand Sports
Drug Agency); and a number of other
international publications and websites).

Breaking in
This article reports that the universities of
Buckingham and Brunel are in talks to set
up a private medical school. Currently there
is just a one in five chance of a would-be
doctor getting into medical school, which
means many travel abroad to seek training.
Reportedly the UK will be short of 25,000
doctors by 2022. (The Economist 05
February)

Science is for posh kids
This article, by Dr Terence Kealey,
addresses the effects of teaching sciences

as two GCSEs instead of three. He points
out that nearly a third of GCSE Physics
teachers in state schools possess no more
than a GCSE in the subject themselves,
apparently leading to poor quality in
teaching with less students taking science
at A-level, and consequently fewer degrees
in the core sciences. Dr Kealey notes that
grammar and private schools still teach
individual sciences. He argues this should
be standard in state schools too. (The
Spectator 05 February)

Medical studies for cash
News that Buckingham and Brunel
universities are currently in talks to set up a
new medical school. The author says that
many other universities will follow suit when
they see the interest the venture has
received so far. (Newcastle upon Tyne
Journal 15 February)

'Back to Basics' for new teachers
News breaks that Buckingham's PGCE
course has gained government approval
and can therefore now train teachers for
state schools as well as private schools.
The course will concentrate on practical

training rather than theory-based learning.
(The Times 21 February) 

Personal View; Britain must open their
wallets if we are to match the Ivy League
Dr Kealey's article refers to the success of
the Ivy League in America and uses it as an
example of the need to maintain private
education in Britain thus helping the country
to survive and prosper. He mentions the
proposed new medical school and how it
will use its independence to create a 'new
type of medical school, whose professors
focus on treating people as patients'. (The
Daily Telegraph 21 February) 

Woodhead's non-PC training course
This article details the new government
accredited PGCE course offered by
Buckingham. It focuses on the main aim of
the course, which is to offer practical
training to produce capable and better
prepared committed and serious teachers.
Chris Woodhead commented that the
course 'has the potential to impact hugely
on standards'. (TES 25 February)
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News from Malaysia

The University of Buckingham Alumni of
Malaysia had its first event for the year in
January 2005. It was a trip to Frasers’ Hills
which is one of Malaysia’s best loved Hill
Resorts and the event was a roaring
success. We had more than sixty members
including spouses all of whom took time off
to attend. The highlight of the first day was
a B.B.Q and we were entertained by the
local Police Board. On the second day a
Nature Walk was organised with the
assistance of the local World Wildlife Fund 

Representative and for the Golfers, a Golf
game was organised at the local Golf club.
Last but not least, our deepest gratitude to
fellow alumnus, Andrew Kam (LLB ’86),
having housed us in his gorgeous
bungalows and also providing us with all
the sumptuous meals for the whole
weekend. Our next event will be the 30th
Anniversary Gala Dinner and Dance to be
held in a leading 5-star Hotel in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia on 24 June 2005.

First Alumni Event in 2005 written by Anand Selvaratnam (LLB ’87)

At a recent AGM of the University of
Buckingham Alumni Club of Malaysia, a
new Committee have been appointed for
the year 2004/2005. The Committee is
headed by President Dato' V
Sivaparanjothi (LLB ’88), Vice President
Tengku M Fauzi Hamid (LLB ’82),
Secretary Gerald John Pereira (LLB ’91),
Assistant Secretary Anand Selvaratnam
(LLB ’87), Treasurer Tengku Mu’adzam
Sadruddin and Committee Members
Brigadier Gen Dato’ Haji Mustapha Khalil
Bin Ismail (LLB ’98), Jayendran Govindan
(LLB ’88), Linda Ong Gaik Bee (LLB ’99),
Dinesh Kanavaji (LLB ’00), Desmond
Chin Soon Yenn (LLB ’00), Cik Fadhlina
and Sumita Gnanarajah (LLB ’90). 

More than 500 Malaysians have graduated
in various disciplines from the University of
Buckingham. It is heartening to note that
several graduates are doing exceptionally
well in both the private and government
sectors. 

The Alumni Club has been in existence
since 1995 and since then various activities
have been organized to serve its members. 

The present Committee have drawn up
several activities to foster friendship and
goodwill among the graduates of the
University. The Committee have planned
the following activities for the current term:

1) Upgrade databank of all Malaysians
who have studied in the University of
Buckingham. This databank will enable
the members to be in touch with one
another and for networking purposes
not only within Malaysia but also with
Alumni members from more than 40
countries worldwide.

2) The Committee will hold their meetings
in other states on a regular basis so as
to establish a close rapport with its
members. 

3) The International Gala Dinner and
Dance 2005 will be held at the Grand
Ballroom, Mandarin Oriental Hotel,
Kuala Lumpur on Friday 24 June 2005.
This international event is to
commemorate the 30th anniversary of
the founding of the University of
Buckingham. This event will be graced
by several distinguished dignitaries
namely cabinet ministers, members of
the diplomatic corps and the judiciary.
Invitations have been extended to Dr
Terence Kealey, Vice Chancellor of the
University of Buckingham, and some
lecturers who had taught our graduates.
Further, graduates from more than 40
countries worldwide will be attending
this international event. This event will
certainly strengthen the goodwill and
fellowship between the past and
present graduates from Malaysia and
overseas. Non-alumni and alumni
members are encouraged to take this
opportunity to attend this maiden
occasion. 

4) Organize seminars and talks on various
topics of current interest for the benefit
of the public. 

5) Newsletters will be published every
quarter to update information and to
create awareness of the activities of the
Alumni Club so as to foster closer
relationship amongst the members.  

6) The Committee intends to have a Web
site so as to enable members to keep in
touch with one another. The Committee
will be launching its own logo soon. 

The President is confident that the Alumni
will try to achieve whatever targets set for
the coming year. The Committee will keep
the members informed of its activities from
time to time. All Malaysian graduates from
the University of Buckingham are advised
to fax or email their latest address and
contact numbers to 03-26931741, and
vsivap@po.jaring.my.

Yours faithfully,    
For and on behalf of 
the University of Buckingham Alumni of
Malaysia
Dato’ V Sivaparanjothi
President

International Gala Dinner and Dance 2005 

Invitation from President of the
University of Buckingham

Alumni of Malaysia

On behalf of the Alumni Club, we wish to
cordially invite all past and present
graduates and their family and friends to
attend the International Gala Dinner and
Dance 2005.

The aim of this event is to foster stronger
ties between past and present graduates of
our University from all over the world.
Further we would like to bring together
family and friends who have been involved
in bringing success to our University. 

Please do make your reservations by
clicking on to our dedicated website:
www.ubamgaladinner05.com.

Dato' V Sivaparanjothi 
Tel: 03-26931663
Fax: 03-26931741
E-mail: vsivap@po.jaring.my
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Staff at the University send their heartfelt
sympathy to any alumni and students who
have been affected by the disastrous tsunami
that has devastated parts of Indonesia, Sri
Lanka, India, Thailand, Somalia, Burma,
Maldives, Malaysia, Tanzania, Seychelles,
Bangladesh and Kenya.

The University (staff and students) will be
holding discussions on a fundraising event
once our students return from their winter
break and details will be sent out as soon as
possible.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to all those
affected by this disaster.

26/12/2004 Asia’s Tsunami… We thank you ALL for the tsunami efforts.

We are a global University so we feel this
horror personally as it will have disrupted
the lives of our own students and alumni.

Dr Kealey, the Vice-Chancellor

30/12/2004 Message sent out from Publicity Office by Anne Matsuoka, PR/Alumni Relations Officer

Happy and prosperous New Year to all of
you. We are all fine here but quite shaken by
the catastrophe that has hit this region.

In Malaysia, the affected places were certain
beaches of Penang Island and Langkawi
Island and poor fishing villages of Kedah and
Penang. The whole nation has rallied support
via massive corporate and personal
donations, medical aid and volunteers and
donations continue pouring.

I myself am a volunteer with Yayasan
Sultanah Bahiyah, a Foundation named after

the late Sultanah, the consort of the Sultan of
Kedah. The Foundation is run by HRH the
daughter of the Sultan of Kedah, a personal
friend of mine.

As you know, many workers such as maids
and contract workers who are working in
Malaysia, come from Aceh and Sri Lanka, so
you have stories of maids losing their families
back home.  

Last night at our Royal Selangor Club, we
held a fund-raising event just as many other
places around the country. The Nation didn't

really celebrate the New Year but held
massive multi-religious prayers. Those that
did, turned their events into fundraising
affairs.

Anyway, we thank God for always being
blessed by good health & good fortunes.
Ergo, we try to make a difference, where we
can. I hope our University is helping to collect
donations to help those badly affected places
especially Aceh, Indonesia and Sri Lanka. 

God bless.

01/01/2005 Message from Dato’ Zuraidah Atan (LLB ’84)

I am well, and so is my family. The disaster
that struck Sri Lanka on 26 December was
unprecedented and caught everyone off
guard. The response however has been swift
and massive, and UNHCR is at the heart of
the relief effort, with all other major
International Organisations, NGOs and of
course the Government of Sri Lanka.

We had the visit by the UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan last week, which I helped
to coordinate. We hope that the tremendous
generosity shown by people all over the
world will not be short-lived, as we are in for
the ‘long haul’.

13/01/2005 Response from Paul de la Croix-Vaubois (BSc AFM ’86)

As we watched the news on CNN, suddenly
pictures of familiar places close to home
flashed across the TV screen. Since then we
could do nothing much in the run up to the
New Year but sat glued to the TV set, listening
to the endless stories of survival coming out
from Banda Aceh, at the northern tip of
Sumatra, Indonesia, Phuket in Southern
Thailand and Sri Lanka. The toll in human lives
has passed the 150,000 mark with more than
half coming out of Banda Aceh alone. At the

same time we cannot help but also reflect on
the possibility of the same happening to New
York City - where we now live and call home.  

The closest we got to Banda Aceh was when
we were on vacation not too long ago, when
we found ourselves in the resort town of
Parapat on the shores of Lake Toba, a few
hours' drive from the Sumatran town of Medan
- fourth largest city in Indonesia. Banda Aceh is
a relatively short eight-hour drive away from
Medan.

The Tsunami reminded us of yet another kind
of disaster three years earlier on September
11, 2001 when I found myself about 30
minutes away by bus from Ground Zero, the
World Trade Center Towers in New York City.
Yes, it was that close.

On that fateful morning in New York, I was
running late for an appointment on Fifth
Avenue, a few blocks from the World Trade
Centers (WTC). I would have continued my
journey that morning, as was my habit to do

whenever I found myself in Manhattan. This
short ride would have taken me that morning
to the basement of WTC. As a reminder of one
of those visits to the bookshop, I still have this
cash register receipt for a book I purchased
there entitled, "Satanic Verses" by Salman
Rushdie. Printed on this cash register receipt
were the figures 9/11.

Apparently it was not my time. Instead on that
crisp Tuesday morning 9/11/2001, I saw a
plume of black smoke darkened the clear blue
sky above New York City ahead of me. I
remember thinking afterwards, that fortunately
for all of us it was not a mushroom cloud. I
remember too thinking to myself, "If it is not
your time, it is not your time - and it is one
rendezvous that you would not be allowed to
keep." 

As it turned out I was destined to renew my
ties with my alma mater and that sleepy hollow
we once called home - Buckingham, England.

07/01/2005 Article by Husny Syed (LLB ’88): The wrath of God as manifested by the Tsunami hits close to home

On the shore of Lake Toba, Sumatra,
Indonesia - not far from Banda Aceh

Paul (left) Kofi Annan (right)



Thank you very much for your very concerned
email. Virtually all of the Buckingham alumni
that I know reside in Jakarta, except for Edwin
Susanto (BSc AFM ’97) in Bandung, West
Java and Djojo Hartono (BSc AFM ’97) in
Shanghai, China. Jakarta, capital of Indonesia,
is approximately 2 hours flight from Aceh, the
worst-hit area. Hence, nothing was felt in
Jakarta. In fact we did not know anything until
it was all over the news. I was actually in my
hometown, Manado (North Sulawesi, near the

Philippines) for Christmas and did not feel
anything either.

The other alumni in Indonesia whom I know,
Herny Pangemanan (BSc Business Studies
’97), Bharat Advani (BSc Business Studies
’96), Mirnalini Sinivasan (left in 1998) and
King Davy Worotitjan (left in 1997), for sure
are alright (I have either met or been in touch
with them). 

I hope and pray none of the alumni, their
families and friends have been victims of the
tsunami, wherever they are. And to those who
have been, my deepest sympathy is with them
and prayers for them to be strong to face
through this terrible ordeal.

My best regards to all alumni and University of
Buckingham staff.

13/01/2005 Response from Joy Tampi (BSc AFM ’97, LLB ’99)

Dr Richard Haas (1911-2005)

It is with great sadness that the University has
learned of the death of Dr Richard J Haas,
CBE, MA, LLD. Richard Haas died on 31
January 2005 at the age of 94. He had a
distinguished career in international law and
even at the age of 94, was working daily until
affected by respiratory illness in late
December.

Dr Haas was an enthusiastic supporter of the
University since its inception and served on
the University Council from 1973 to 1983 and
was a Patron. He was a particular supporter of
the development of science and medicine
both at the University and in a wider sphere,
including the Foundation of Science and
Technology, which provides a neutral platform
for debate of policy issues during
parliamentary sessions. Dr Haas was a Vice

President of the Foundation. He was awarded
an honorary Doctor of Science by the
University of Buckingham in 1989.

Ben Chanda (1957-2003)

We are sad to inform you that Ben Chanda
(BSc Aquatic & Fisheries Biology ’89)
passed away on 19 August 2003. He was
working for the Department of Fisheries in the
Republic of Zambia.  

Alex Ruxton (1969-2004)

Alex Ruxton (BSc AFM ’93) sadly died on
September 2004. He died as a result of a
tragic accident in Luxembourg. His dear friend
Sebastian Church (BSc Business Studies
’92) says: 

“Alex was a flat mate of mine for 5 years after
we left university, and though not always easy
to live with, he had a heart of gold and will be
much missed by his friends” (many of whom
have been good friends since Buckingham).

Whilst at Buckingham Alex was an important
member of the ski club/team (which I had
founded the previous year) being a member of
our first British Universities Team (only our
second ever event) and being instrumental in
the club/team continuing after I left.

Anne Gibbons (1942-2005)

Our condolences go to the family and friends
of Anne Gibbons, the University's
Housekeeper for some 15 years to 1995, who
died suddenly in February 2005. Her funeral
was held on 11 February at the St Bernadine's
Church in Chandos Road.

OBITUARIES

I returned on the 24 January from Sri Lanka. It
wasn't easy to travel to many places and
spend time with affected people, but I'm glad
to say that I was able to do that. I wouldn't
have been able to do so much without
everyone's contributions, plus the support and
understanding of family and friends.

It was really good to spend a lot of time with
children. To bring a little hope to their lives and
see them smile and play was really special to
me. Some children were too shocked to talk. I
met a father in my home town (Devinuwara)
who lost his wife and his little daughter. He is
holding himself together so that his 8-year-old
son, Dilshan won't have to make it alone. My
girlfriend, Rashmi, and I will send him gifts and
hope to visit him at least once a year. Sadly,
this is only one incident out of many
thousands and it will take much more time for
them to come to terms with what's happened.
But I could see that there is hope.

I was able to give books, pencils, pens, rulers,
erasers etc to more than 500 children in total.

100 families each received a set of cooking
utensils. In addition, I was able to give
textbooks and sports equipment to children,
with plastic plates, cups, toothbrushes and
toothpaste, mosquito repellents and cooking
oil for families. I made 4 trips from Colombo
with friends and family! Two alumni, Neville
Igalawithana (LLB ’05) and Shalinda Perera
(BSc AFM ’93) also joined me during 2 trips. 
I bring thanks to people in Buckingham from
those who I was able to help. I too thank you

again for your contributions and I hope you
will be happy when you see how your money
was spent to help the people who were
affected by the tsunami. From what I saw, it
will take a long time for these people to get
back to normality. Many live in schools, tents
and in temporary shelters under difficult
conditions. Things are still not well organised.
Private groups and individuals (local and
foreign) are doing a marvellous job. 

From the £1100 I raised, £211 still remains. I
didn't want to hand over money or goods to
anyone without being able to make sure
everything goes for the people who are in
need. I received SNG$300 (about £100) from a
friend (alumnus) in Singapore. I hope to help
rebuild a house with this money and once
there I can gather more information. I have to
raise more money for this, but I'm sure I can
achieve this.

Help in Sri Lanka
Harin Sellahewa (staff/current research student in DPhil Computing) went back to his home country on 7 January 2005.

Thanks should also go to Pushpika Weerakoon (PGD International and Commercial Law ’04) and John Kemp (LLB ’03) for quick responses and
efforts on fundraising. 
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Progress in Partnership with SSST

Sarajevo School of Science and Technology
(SSST) opened its doors to 67 students in
October 2004. This will of course increase over
the four-year period of SSST's degree program
making a significant contribution to
Buckingham’s financial position.

The joint venture will allow colleagues from
information systems to collaborate with their
counterparts in Sarajevo in teaching and
research projects. It is also hoped that
graduates from SSST will come to
Buckingham to undertake master's programs.

Mary Welstead
Director, UB Foundation

Ronnie Lessem, Program Director of
Transformation Management, says: This is a
very heartening development for all involved.
What with our activities in the Middle East, and
potentially elsewhere in transitional societies,
we could develop a core competence in that
respect. Look forward to seeing how the
project unfolds. Perhaps we might also look
for some research funding that would cover
Sarajevo and Jordan, both with their Christian-
Muslim populations.

Law Society Ball 2004

The Law School successfully held its annual
Ball in the Town Hall of Buckingham on 23
October 2004. Eghan Modeste (LLB ’05)
comments: In keeping with the Halloween
theme, the hall was transformed into a
haunted house, complete with spiders' webs
on the doors and creepy spiders on the tables.
The setting, however, remained very elegant,
and all the guests looked very smart. 

Gregory Scholarship Students

Gregory Scholarship Students

The first three Gregory Scholarship students
joined the University in January 2004. The
picture shows Charlotte Ellis (Marketing with
Media Communications), Ian Cokayne (Law)
and Kimberley Child (Law) in front of the
donation board with Dr Kealey, the Vice-
Chancellor. 

Annual Golf Tournament

The 4th Annual Staff & Student Golf
Tournament teed off on 6 October 2004 at a
now sunny Whittlebury Park Golf & Country
Club. This was in stark contrast to the
torrential rain and thunder and lightening that
had forced us to abandon the original
tournament in August, half way round the
course.

While some players were unfortunately unable
to play this time around, the ever present John
Halladay (Senior Lecturer in Law), together
with Steve Roberts (Gardener) and Stefan
Ridley (Sports Officer) turned out for the
staff, with Stan Lou (LLB ’02) travelling down
from Birmingham to play in this year’s event.

The tournament was followed by a meal and
presentation of awards in the recently opened
Atrium. The awards were presented by the
Sports Officer, for Nearest the Pin, The
Longest Drive and for the overall Winner. To
date nobody had won more than one trophy
for their day’s play. However, this changed this
year as Paul Hogarth-Blood (Law Student)
swept away the competition to win all three
trophies!

Stefan Ridley
Sports Officer

Recipients of Honorary Degrees

Lawrie Drury, former Head of Accounting and
Finance at Buckingham, received an Honorary
Degree of Doctor of Science. 

A qualified Chartered Accountant, Lawrie
Drury graduated from St John's College
Cambridge in 1961. Following his graduation,
he joined Grant Thornton, chartered
accountants, and once fully qualified, moved
to Arthur Andersen's London Taxation
department. He went on to run a corporate tax
department at Thomas McLintock, and then in
1972 became Principal of Reed Business. In
1989 Lawrie was asked to run a taxation
course at Buckingham, and after two years of
freelancing, he joined the University full-time.
Lawrie has held many positions within
Accounting and Finance at Buckingham,
including Head of Department and Pro-Vice
Chancellor from 2000 to 2002.

Robert Tomkinson, Chairman of the Council
of the University of Buckingham, received an
Honorary Degree of Doctor of the University. 

A qualified Chartered Accountant, Robert
Tomkinson started his career at Peat, Marwick,
Mitchell and Co. where he remained for nine
years. He was then involved in the setting up
of a merchant bank specialising in the energy
industries. Following a number of
achievements, he went on to become the
Financial Director at Automotive Products, and
then Group Financial Director at
Electrocomponents. Now in retirement, Mr
Tomkinson has taken up a number of non-
executive positions across the world.

University News
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Visit to Hong Kong and Taiwan

Tim Gutsell, the University’s newly appointed
Director of Marketing and Admissions, had a
bright and breezy introduction to recruitment
for UB when he visited Taiwan in August. Tim
was blown around the island by Typhoon Aere
as widespread flooding and damage to
property occurred in the more mountainous
central and rural areas of Taiwan. In the big
cities, though, there was more of a relaxed
atmosphere as people were required to stay
away from work for the “Typhoon Day” – an
unexpected public holiday! 

Despite the climactic inconvenience, students
were interviewed in Taipei, Tainan, Kaohsiung
and Taichung and places were offered to
qualified candidates. Thanks to Regina Saga
(LLB ’96, LLM ’97), a visit was also made to
the very impressive modern campus of Toko
University in Chia Yi, near Tainan, and
discussions are continuing towards the
establishment of a collaborative arrangement
with the university. 

In Hong Kong, the weather was calmer, but it
was the students who were “flooding” into the
British Council organised Enrolment Interviews
at the Hong Kong Exhibition and Convention
Centre, built on reclaimed land in Hong Kong
harbour. Over two days, there were more than
8000 willing student visitors to the exhibition
and many of them were very interested to hear
about the many benefits of studying at
Buckingham, including the “fast track”
opportunities offered by our two-year
Bachelors degree.

Tim was delighted and honoured to have the
assistance on the University’s stand at the
exhibition of Dr Roderick Wu (LLB ’78),
holder of an honorary Doctorate from the
University. Roderick was one of the first
students of the University back in the 1970s
and is now an eminent lawyer in Hong Kong.
He is also very actively involved in the
University’s Alumni Association branch in
Hong Kong and kindly hosted a lunch and a
dinner during Tim’s visit. 

Watch this space for more intrepid tales of the
University’s international recruitment activities!

Tim Gutsell
Director of Marketing and Admissions

Farewells

Summer term 2004 in the School of Business
was book-ended by farewell parties for two
long-standing and distinguished members of
the academic staff, both taking retirement. We
said au revoir to Lawrie Drury at the
beginning of term, and to David Pendrill at the
end. There was a nice symmetry to the two
occasions, because David gave the valediction
for Lawrie, who returned the honours at
David’s farewell.  

From the deserved compliments they paid
each other, and the amusing anecdotes they
told to embarrass each other, it was
abundantly clear that they had great mutual
respect and appreciation for the years they
had worked together in a team. The presence
at both farewell parties of a large number of
staff from all sections of the University was
also testament to the widespread regard and
fondness for David and Lawrie. 

For most of his 15 years at the University,
David was head of Accounting, and was
responsible for building up a strong and
respected department, in which Lawrie was a
key figure. David is also well known for his
contribution to the musical profile of the
University. During the few years that David
was not head of department, Lawrie stepped
into the role.  In recent years Lawrie also took
on marketing and recruitment responsibilities
as Pro-Vice-Chancellor.  

Both men epitomise two of the qualities on
which the University bases its reputation: a
commitment to delivering a high standard of
education, and a focus on giving care and
individual attention to students. They leave two
large gaps in the management and accounting
department. The University will no doubt
appoint excellent teachers and academics to
take over their work, but David and Lawrie are,
as colleagues and individuals, irreplaceable.

Eddie Shoesmith
Senior Lecturer in Statistics

IEA Talk by Dr Jung Chang 

Buckingham students, alumni, and staff were
treated to a wonderful Lunch Time Talk
delivered by Dr Jung Chang and superbly
hosted by John Blundell and his team at the
Institute of Economic Affairs, London on 14
October 2004.

I thoroughly enjoyed listening to Dr Chang as
she visually illustrated passages from her
bestselling book Wild Swans: Three Daughters
of China. Dr. Chang disturbed the audience
with a 4 inch foot binding garment worn to
protect her grandmothers ‘greatest assets’ and
intrigued with a ‘Chairman Mao’ badge she
wore as a teenage member of the Red Guard.
Dr. Chang responded to many lively questions
from the diverse audience and mentioned her
forthcoming book about Mao.

Dr Chang accepted an honorary degree from
the University in 1996. 

Jeremy Hewitt
(BSc Business Studies ‘96)

Business Alumni Event

The Business Society arranged a Networking
Day for the business alumni and students on
18 February 2005. 

The event focused on the case study of the
Enterprise Hub, which is currently operational
at the University. 3 teams were led respectively
by Mark Lancaster (BSc Business Studies
’92), Anand Verma (MSc Computing ’03) and
Philipp von Both (LLB ’01, MBA ’02). Phil
Dover (Dean of the Business School), Lawrie
Drury (Senior Lecturer) and Martin Brassel
(Director of the Enterprise Hub) were in the
panel of judges. 

Mark’s team are pictured after winning the
competition.

University News

Chinese edition of Professor
Pendrill's book

Pearson Education has signed an
agreement with China Renmin University
Press for the publication of a Chinese
edition of Advanced Financial Accounting
by Richard Lewis and David Pendrill. The
publication, which is scheduled for
September 2005, will undoubtedly raise the
profile of the University in this important
market.

Jeremy with Dr Chang (right) and Charlie
Brooker (LLB ’03)

David Pendrill and Lawrie Drury

Martin Brassel (right) and winners
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On 10 November, 2004 alumnus Charles
Conway (BSc Economics ’04) and fellow
Barclays Business Development leader Oliver
Allen, visited Buckingham to give a presentation
on a unique graduate development opportunity –
the Barclays Business Leadership Programme.

As two of only 50 people chosen from 6,000
high flying applicants Charles and Oliver are well
positioned to explain the rigours of selection and
the opportunities presented by the programme. 

Since its inception we were told no one has left

the programme before completion. Those that
have completed the programme and stay within
Barclays, can expect to be at Director level in 10
– 15 years or less.

Personally, the thing that struck me most was
the emphasis placed on “hitting the ground
running” or the “oven ready” factor as some
graduate recruiters are calling it. Barclays seem
to have developed this in its broadest sense, to
cover career planning and management of your
own learning.

If you are “oven ready”, Barclays will accept you
for this programme without a relevant degree or
work experience. However, this can add so
much to an application and even prepare you for
the “oven”. Placement, work experience or
mentoring is arguably the best way to do this.
Once again, our Alumni are essential to this
process. Please do continue to help and support
your future.

Marcus Williams
Careers Advisor
Tel: +44 (0)1280 828217
Email: marcus.williams@buckingham.ac.uk

To All Alumni
This publication is for
you and if you would
like input into the next
issue, please send
comments and ideas to
Anne Matsuoka.

The next publication we
produce will contain
more information,
updating you on where
alumni are these days
and what they are up to.

Please Note:

Copy for the next
issue required by

22nd June 2005

www.buckingham.ac.uk

Alumni Summer Boat Party 2005
Join us on the (moored) boat — the London Regalia on the Thames 

Please contact Anne Matsuoka or Lauren Hardy on
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820338/820213
Email: publicity@buckingham.ac.uk

We accept cash/cheque/credit card when you book your tickets (£30 each),
including entrance, welcome drink, buffet supper and disco.

Please book ASAP for the tickets are limited.

The Dynamic Duo Come To Buckingham

Careers Corner

Charles Conway (6 from left) and Oliver
Allen (5 from left) with current students

Time: 7:30-11:30pm
Date: Friday 17 June 2005
Venue: The London Regalia

(Between London Bridge and Cannon Street Rail Bridge)
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