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Swan Ball 2010

Lizzeth Cortez (Law with Spanish ʼ03)
arranged for a group of about 15 alumni
who started at Buckingham in 2000 to
meet up at the 2010 Graduation for a 10-
year reunion. This is what Lizzeth wrote
about the reunion:

I started at Buckingham in the summer of
2000 and the idea was to do a Literature
course for 3 months and eventually go back
to Texas but after those three months I
decided to do my LLB. I met wonderful
friends who I still keep in touch with today,
and they have become family to me since
some have remained in Europe even if we
all come from different parts of the world
(Mexico, Colombia, Paraguay, Canada and
Argentina). During that time I also met my
husband, Marco Resinelli (Economics ʼ01),
who was completing his Economics degree. 

I had the best college experience and if I
had the choice again I wouldn't change a
thing and would do the same again. At
Buckingham you are who you are and not
just another number. It's a small town in the

countryside of England where you see
more nationalities than the UN itself.

10 years later, we met old friends we had
lost contact with and we all agreed “we just
waited too long to come back”. Thank you
so much to those who were able to attend
the graduation.

When we arrived our first gathering
point was the Old Tanlaw Mill. This
was quite different. Although the
pool table as well as George was
missed, the live music as well as
the late closing time was greatly
appreciated.

We had dinner in the Cheng Du
(and it was just as good as back
then!), drinks at the White Hart,
breakfast at Villiers and visited our
friends from Roosters. We stayed
with Hana in FF and visited all the old
haunts. Although not so easy for
everyone I was glad to see everyone who
could make it for our 10+ reunion.

After 10 years so many great and
unforgettable memories

Chocolate Fountain Dancer Class of 2000 Reunion



The Dame Barbara Shenfield Medal is
awarded to the postgraduate student
who has achieved the best
performance over the year.

I am therefore both delighted and
honoured to receive this prestigious
award. This is truly the result of the
excellent support and mentoring given to
me by my supervisors, Dr Kenneth
Langlands and Dr Claire Stocker, and also
the encouragement by the Clore directors,
Professors Mike Cawthorne and Jon Arch.
I have always found the Clore lab to
provide an exceptionally intellectually
stimulating environment especially
through the efforts of Drs Jacqueline
OʼDowd, Mohamed Zaibi, Ed Wargent and
David Hislop. I would also like to thank my
colleagues Maysson Ibrahim, Amgad Al-
Habian and Malgosia Kepczynska, Anita
Roberts and Julie Cakebread for helping
me focus my ideas. During my studies

investigating transcriptional profiling in a
model of programmed metabolic disease
using gene network and pathway mapping
tools these exceptional people have been
instrumental in my achievements.  Along
with being a world-class research facility,
the Clore Lab is focused towards
individual student development. I am
currently pursuing my DPhil at the
University of Buckingham because, unlike
other universities, this research facility at
the Clore Lab provides students with
unprecedented support. I would highly
recommend anyone interested in
metabolic disease, specialising in obesity
and type 2 diabetes to consider the
University of Buckingham for higher
education.
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This was my second time participating in a
Graduation Ceremony at Buckingham, the
first in 1986 when I was awarded my BSc
in Economics and this time, being a little
more mature, being awarded an MBA. 

As always, the ceremony is perfectly
organized and the setting in the church lends
the proceedings the right amount of dignity
and gravitas. The Vice-Chancellor gave a
short, well received, speech defining the
advantages of studying at Buckingham and
praising its independence from the State as
being the great differentiator allowing the
University to put its students’ education and
welfare before any other consideration. The
Chancellor, Sir Martin Jacomb, then
presented Honorary Doctorates to John
Blundell and Sir Stuart Hampson, the latter

who, in his thank you address, linked the
independence of thought and spirit of
Buckingham with that of the John Lewis
Partnership whose Board he used to chair.
Then came the time for the Graduands, from
the Schools of Business and Humanities, to
enjoy the spotlight as they received a
handshake from the Chancellor, had their
photo taken with him, and then received their
richly deserved certificates as they returned
to their allocated places. Each student could
bask in the limelight, and applause, for about
30 seconds although there were a couple of
exceptional students who had to repeat the
exercise a number of times in order to collect
all the prizes which they had won. The
ceremony over, we all had to pose a number
of times for photographs with the traditional
mortarboard throwing in the air although it

was so cold that it would have been
preferable to keep them on our heads. The
ceremony was greatly enjoyed by all those
taking part and also by the many proud
family members and friends who attended to
support their candidate. 

I am extremely honoured to have been
awarded this prestigious prize. I never
dreamed that I would be considered to be
‘first amongst equals’ when I started my
course in January 2008.

My time at Buckingham was probably the
most enjoyable two years of my life. I had
such a positive experience in both the
academic and social aspects of University life.
I was fortunate enough to meet some amazing
people here, and I feel as though I have built

good and long-lasting relationships with
fellow students, as well as the academic and
administrative staff in the Business School.
The Graduation Ceremony was a very proud
moment for me, as it was the culmination of
two years of studying and hard work. Being
presented with the Edgar Palamountain Award
for Excellence served as a special end to my
time at Buckingham.

Chris Doe was also the recipient of the
Desborough Scholarship (see page 8).

Avijit Roy

Avijit Guha Roy –  The Dame Barbara Shenfield Award

Chris Doe - Edgar Palamountain Prize Winner

Chris Doe

Hugo Brown



Ten years ago we sold three acres of land
on the Verney Park site to developers.
That was a shrewd move (I can write
that because it was taken before I got
here) which provided us with the
financial cushion to survive the difficult
decade of the 2000s.

That decade was made difficult for us because
the British government had converted the
polytechnics into universities, thus doubling
the numbers of our competitors and turning
Britain from a country with a shortage of
places at university to one with an excess. The
British government, moreover, then doubled
its support for the public universities, thus
further empowering our competitors. We
therefore needed reserves to survive.

Earlier this year however we bought six acres
of land on the Inov8 site, across the river
behind Hunter Street. We did that because we
are growing so fast that we need to expand.
Those two purchases therefore bracket a
welcome shift in our fortunes. 

We have not determined how exactly we will
use the new buildings, but we intend to create
more student accommodation and perhaps
move the Law School, the Science School and
the two libraries to Hunter Street. 

Simultaneously we have started the restoration
of Prebend House, during which we will knock
down the walls at the back of the House. We
will, further, clear both sides of the river, and
install a bridge, to link the Hunter Street and
Inov8 embankments to create a park in which
to picnic and play in the summer.

Our growth coincides with contraction
within the state sector. That sector in Britain
is suffering cuts of up to £1 billion in its
annual government grants of £14 billion, and
the Chairman and the Director General of the
Russell Group, which is the association of
the 20 leading British research universities,

have announced that “it will take just six
months to bring Britain’s higher education
system to its knees”, while the President of
Universities UK, which represents all 133
British universities, has admitted that
“institutions face having to close hundreds of
courses, with fewer academic staff and
bigger classes.” Yet demand is growing: over
160,000 students face being turned away
from degree courses in Britain this autumn,
up from 100,000 just two years ago, while
the number of places falls. In that vignette we
see the folly of central planning, because
Britain is facing unprecedented demand for
university places at the time that the
Government is cutting them back. 

The problem is not that the British government
funds universities per se but, rather, that the
Government funds universities in ways that
damage them. So the public universities are not
allowed to determine how many students to
admit or to charge the fees the market would
bear. Both parameters are set by politicians.
Imagine how good Sainsbury’s would be if a
ministry of food determined its prices and the
numbers of its customers.

But at Buckingham we have retained our
operational and economic freedoms, so we can
expand when everyone else is contracting. And
we are hugely assisted by our donors. This past
year alone the Linbury Trust has made a
wonderful donation towards the restoration of
Prebend House, the Esmee Fairbairn
Foundation has made a fabulous donation to
allow us to relaunch the MA in Decorative Arts
and Historic Interiors in collaboration with the

Wallace Collection in London,  Adrienne and
David Maycock, sister and brother-in-law of
Norman Barry, have made significant gift to
the Beloff Centre for the Study of Liberty to
fund visiting research fellowships and to
finance conferences, and Dr Paul Davis has
funded scholarships for research in English
Literature and for prizes for postgraduate work
in the humanities, which are helping transform
their study at Buckingham. And these are only
a selection of our donations this past year!
Even as I write, no fewer than 10 new names
of donors are being painted on our Honours
Board, which was purchased following a
donation from the American Alumni
Association, in Yeomanry House.

Thanks to the students, donors, staff and
Council (and government follies) the
University is flourishing. These are good times
for Buckingham.
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Dr Terence Kealey

From the Vice Chancellor

Prebend House
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Graduation is over, the marquee has gone
and life begins to get back to normal. This
year we had three ceremonies again, and
the weather was not TOO bad!

You will hear about the Graduation from
different points of view in this issue of the
magazine, but I must just say that this year
we had a 10 year reunion party on campus
as well, which was great fun.  Around 15
alumni used the Swan Ball as a very good
excuse to get together again, have dinner at
the Cheng Du and catch up as well as
reminisce!

Should any of you wish to use the Swan
Ball as a good opportunity to arrange a

reunion do let the Alumni Office know and
we will do all we can to help.

In November I was in Tokyo and took the
opportunity to meet up with some of our
alumni. Around 20 of us met up and had a
great evening in an “okonomiyaki” bar,
where you cook the food on hot plates in
front of you while you drink and chat.  The
more you drink, the hotter the hot plates
get, the more raucous you get and the more
fun it is!  It was also a great chance to
introduce a prospective student to the
alumni to give him a chance to learn a bit
more about Buckingham before making a
final decision.  They did well in not putting
him off - he is now studying here! A lovely
way of getting to know a bit more about the
Buckingham family.  

I was also very honoured to be invited to the
wedding of one of our alumni, Masatake
Matsumoto (Politics w History ‘01), in
Tokyo.  It was a formal Japanese wedding
and, as you will see on page 14 Masatake and
Mayumi look stunning in their traditional
wedding costume. It is always good to catch
up and find out how our alumni are doing
and the international marketing team do this

when they visit countries where we have a
strong alumni base.  

UBAA members also try to meet with
alumni whenever they travel abroad as well
as members of staff who may be on
holiday.  Marian Okunola (LLB, ‘08) and
Alex Johns (Business Studies, ‘92) will be
arranging a gathering in London; Philip
Fine (Senior Lecturer in Psychology) met
with alumni in Hong Kong towards the end
of last year and the Vice-Chancellor,
Lucinda Roberts-Holmes (Law ‘06) and
Anastaysia Ostapchuk (Int’l Studies w
Spanish, ‘09) had a dinner in Munich
earlier this year. 

Do read the monthly emails that come round
and we will let you know whenever there
may be the chance to meet with someone in
your country.  If you wish to arrange a
gathering in your own country anyway, do
let us know if there is anything the Alumni
Office can do to help.  We are all here to help
and keep you in touch with each other.

Anne Matsuoka
anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk
+44 (0)1280 820338

Editor’s News

Firstly may I introduce myself? I am
Dominic Randall and I am the new
Alumni Support Co-ordinator. I have
lived in Buckingham for the last
eighteen years and graduated from the
University of Buckingham (UB) in
February 2009 having completed an
MBA. My wife also works at the UB so
I guess both the university and the
town are now well and truly in the
blood.

The role of Alumni Support Co-ordinator
is diverse and challenging, including

supporting the University of Buckingham
Alumni Association (UBAA) as it
approaches its first anniversary in April,
supporting Marketing whenever they hold
events here in the UK or around the world,
raising money for the Alumni Annual Fund
and generally trying to maintain contact
with the thousands of UB alumni.

As mentioned above, UBAA was formally
launched in April of last year with the aim
of forging closer links between the
university and alumni and between
alumni themselves. With alumni in over
140 countries this wonʼt happen overnight
but UBAA are busy arranging events and
trying to form Alumni Groups around the
world. If you are interested in getting
involved, either to help organise events /
forums / groups or just to attend please
let me know and I will forward your details
to UBAA.

The Alumni Annual Fund (AAF) aims to
raise money for projects that will enhance
the student experience. As you are
probably aware UB has come top of the

National Student Satisfaction Survey for
the last four years. There are many
reasons for this, not least the very hard
work of all the staff here at UB. In the
Alumni Office we like to think that we have
contributed to this in our own little way
through the AAF. Over the years we have
raised money towards a minibus, the
memorial garden, TVs in the refectory etc.
We have now set ourselves a target of
raising £20,000 by the end of 2011 to buy
much needed equipment for the UB Music
Society and towards the setting up of a
campus Radio Station which would
support the new Journalism course and
the University student body.

Last but not least? I hope you have been
enjoying the monthly alumni updates that
we have been sending out since the
beginning of the year. The aim is keep
you up to date on what is happening here
at UB.

Dominic Randall (MBA ’09)
Alumni Support Co-Ordinator
alumni@buckingham.ac.uk

Dominic Randall

Anne Matsuoka



If anyone were to ask what the English
are known for it wouldn’t be Premier
Leagues or Harry Potter but English Tea
of course! For those who don’t know
about this famous tradition then it’s time
you kicked back and enjoyed learning
about it.  So, put the kettle on and have
a break. 

For those who don’t know, being invited for
afternoon tea at Buckingham’s Tudor
Cottage was a great thing to experience. A
traditional English Tea served by Gill
Gawthorne, one of the Friends of the
University of Buckingham in one of the
oldest cottages in Buckingham, is a delight.
The house also carries its unique character
throughout its interior adding to the whole
English tea experience. A great feeling of
comfort takes over the moment you are
shown in and there was never a dull moment
where the conversation was concerned. 

Gill was accompanied by two of her friends
and everyone would add to the conversation
as it developed. Conversations were richly
filled with topics ranging from English
holidays to current foreign affairs added to
with snippets of personal experience. It was
not long before Gill presented us with the
highlight of the afternoon, tea.  However,
before any tea drinking could begin an
introduction to the history of afternoon tea
was in order.

The creation of English Tea apparently dates
back to the 18th century when the Duchess
of Bedford (1783 – 1857), Anna Maria
Russell cleverly designed a meal in the late
afternoon to cater for her guests whilst they
were waiting for dinner to be served. Indeed,

easily prepared cucumber sandwiches and
pastries make such excellent refreshments
that it has became a popular refection all
over the world.

Sipping Earl Grey and indulging in treats
was a perfect way to spend the afternoon. All
of those delicious drop scones, sandwiches,
fruitcakes and chocolate gateau, were a nice
accompaniment to the afternoon natters. Gill
served tea using her dainty bone china tea
set. This invitation introduces overseas
students to the traditional customs of the
English afternoon tea, and Gill set a perfect
example of English hospitality and provided
us with a sincerely warm welcome. 

Enough said, we gladly recommend
everyone to take up this opportunity to enjoy
not just an English Tea at Gill’s cottage but
a good afternoon filled with enjoyable
conversation and an overall time well spent.
Here, we would like to express our gratitude
and appreciation to Gill not just for being a
Friend of Buckingham but also for her
commendable efforts; she is truly committed
to the community and to its students. 

A word of appreciation goes out equally to all
the other Friends of the University who offer
excellent contributions such as annual prizes,
barbeques and even Christmas dinner! The
Friends of the University continue to be a
beacon of support year in, year out. For more
information on the Friends’ contributions or
on how to become a Friend of the University,
please visit the University website at
www.buckingham.ac.uk/facts/friends. 
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Students Report

The BA Journalism Combined
Honours programme is an all-
rounded process imparting essential
knowledge and skills required by
journalists today.

ʻTotal Journalismʼ is what brands the
degree and students can expect to
produce compelling reportage in all
media. Whether online, in print, on air or
on mobile, students would be able to
compete in the media market with
confidence and proficiency whether in an
organisation or as an independent. 

The University provides a newsroom
environment for students so that they
gain experience through involvement in
the process of the production of content
for the Universityʼs news website, alumni
magazine and local media. 

The programme prepares students for
the media industry by tracking relevant
topics such as broadcast journalism,
online media, applied publication design,
and principles of media practice.

On top of that, students will have the
opportunity to be part of more exclusive
courses such as investigative reporting
and cultural journalism. Lastly, the
University introduces public relations, an
indispensable area of knowledge of
which journalists today must be aware.

The Chandos Road Building is equipped
with a compact in-house studio facility.
The Department of English Studies
maintains links with the Tindle
Newspaper Group, with over 200 local
newspapers. The Department also hosts
the Dickens Journals Online (DJO)
project. 

Scholarships are available for this
course. For more information, please visit
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/english/jou
rnalism/

About BA
Journalism in
Buckingham

Jacqueline together with Gill and her
friends

An English Tea Party
with Gill at the Tudor Cottage

Gill reminisces on bygone times in
Buckingham



Roger Perkins is a Lecturer in
Journalism and has been with the
University of Buckingham for the past
three years. Prior to teaching journalism
here at Buckingham, he had worked as a
sub editor on various newspapers such as
the Daily Telegraph, was the deputy
editor of the Electronic Telegraph and
then became the international editor at
Vizzavi.

“There is no such thing as an unemployed
journalist,” says journalism lecturer Roger
Perkins. 

The University of Buckingham’s new
journalism major sets out to capitalise on
that truth by offering to its students a
programme that is significantly geared
towards building up the practical skills
needed to survive by the pen. 

“An important element of the new course is
to prepare students to be freelancers as well
as cogs in large media organisations. They

will gain an understanding of how the
system works, and how to look for stories
and strive to get them published. The
measure of their success will be getting that
one call that asks them to cover that
particular story, because their work has been
acknowledged and appreciated”, explains
Roger.  

Prospective students can therefore expect a
hands-on approach to journalism, where the
traditional lectures and tutorials complement
an actual working environment where
trainees produce and deliver the news. They
will attend news conferences, hunt down
leads, chase stories, face deadlines, and put
together pieces for production either in print,
broadcasting or on the web. 

“The students’ mastery of news
conferencing as well as the way they control
their beats will be part of their marked
degree, and that is something which is
unique to this course”, adds the lecturer.

As the aspiring journalists advance in their
programme, they will become involved as
editors, sub-editors and technical
producers, essentially evolving mentor for
newer students. As Roger further explains,
“These students will be the ones calling the
shots in the studio. They will be checking
whether what is being put out is libellous,
and that will give them a real understanding
of the implications of journalism ethics.
The lecturers will be around, as
broadcasting executives always are, to

oversee these projects.”

Public relations and news management are
also integral to the course, maintaining the
practical dynamics of the programme at all
levels. 

The in-house studio in the Chandos Road
building already provides access to all the
media of news production. Live news
bulletins, web radio broadcasts, weekly
publications are all in the process of being
established, the ultimate goal being to make
the experience as immersive as possible.

The new journalism major is available for
the September 2010 entry. More detailed
information about the programme can be
viewed on the university’s website.  

These two pages are put together by our
Journalism Students, should you wish
them to write about you, please contact
publicity@buckingham.ac.uk
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Roger Perkins

With considerable experience in
photojournalism and video production,
John will have a significant presence in
the new journalism major.

“There have been considerable
developments in the world of media, and
we have been seeing a convergence of its
many disciplines. Photojournalism, for
example, is no longer limited to stills but
has extended to moving images, and my
role will not only be to teach essential
photographic skills and but also marry
these with video skills so as to provide the
students with an encompassing
knowledge across multiple platforms.”

The change of emphasis, taking the
students away from a dry theoretical

subject to a markedly practical one will
also mean that they will need to be well
acquainted with the technical elements of
news production. This is an area where
Johnʼs expertise will be invaluable. “My
input will also be with the more technical

elements of the course. The projects that
the students will undertake will involve
producing, editing, controlling and
organizing news. I will help them get these
in the right format for either broadcasting
or the web.” 

John sees the new course as a perfect
launching pad for the world of modern
media. “Our main aim is to give students
the self reliance needed to succeed in the
industry today. Their projects, which will
mostly involve current events, will be
central to their degree. It is around these
practical projects that their education will
be built.”

For an overview of John Huntʼs media
projects, log on to http://www.jjhunt.co.uk

John Hunt

Journalism Students
Jacqueline, Philipp, Ashwin & Andy
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University News

The Street Legal project aims to provide
law undergraduates and postgraduates
with the opportunity of a short placement
(internship) - in some cases one week, in
others, perhaps, longer - to work alongside
professionals, observing and assisting in
legal matters.   

Pro bono work has always been integral to a
lawyer’s moral responsibility. The
commitment to pro bono work is something
we wish to instill in our students. At the same
time, developing practical skills is vital to
developing the skills to become good lawyers
and essential to building up the portfolio
required for vocational training. The
“Neuberger Report” (Entry to the Bar Working
Party Final Report) recommended closer links
between students and the Bar.

Recommendation 11 stated: -”There should be
more organised contact between local
judiciary and students and between the
employed Bar and students...”

The Street Legal project has already engaged
the interest of a number of partners, barristers’
chambers and solicitors’ firms, the Crown
prosecution service and the employed bar,

police and prison service, courts - both
magistrates and Crown Court and the
judiciary, as well as paralegal organisations.
We already have several solicitors and
barristers’ chambers participating in our Street
Legal programme as partners offering mini-
pupillages and we are continually adding to
the list of partners.

The project was launched in 2010 when one
of our students shadowed a judge in the High
Court in a complex fraud trial. We are creating
other shadowing and marshalling
opportunities as well as chambers experience.
We are looking for sponsorship to provide us
with some funding to ensure that no student is
excluded because they are unable to meet
travel expenses to our partners.

Some of our students return home during the
short vacations and we are looking to our
alumni to offer a short vacation placement
through joining our Street Legal project as one
of our partners. If you are interested in
becoming one of our partners or indeed
providing sponsorship please contact The
Dean of Law, Susan Edwards at
susan.edwards@buckingham.ac.uk and
provide one of our Street Legal students with
invaluable practical experience.

Scholarships
Ronald Coase Scholarship

Obtaining the Ronald Coase
Scholarship at the University of
Buckingham was a great honour. Itʼs
not everyday you win an award from
a top economist whoʼs teachings you
read about in your lectures at college.

I wrote an essay on “the value of my
education so far...” and was
subsequently chosen as the first Coase
Scholar at the University of Buckingham.
The funds I was granted helped with the
finance of not only my education, but
also my living costs. The continued
support from the international studies
department only increased my
satisfaction at the University. If you are
considering applying for the scholarship
I wouldnʼt think twice. The award and the
experience helped me obtain a graduate
position at a top investment bank.

Duane Orridge (Business Economics ‘10)

Applications for the 2010 Coase
Scholarships are welcome from students
local to Buckingham wishing to study
Economics at the University. The
scholarship offers free tuition and board
and lodging. Details are available on
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/study/fees/
scholarship/coase.html and the deadline
for submitting the essay is 1st May.

John Desborough
Scholarship

Mr Desborough decided that
Buckingham was worthy of his
support because:

ʻAlthough I have no special connections
with the area I was impressed that
Buckinghamʼs degree courses were for
two years rather than three with fewer
bursaries available, unlike the greater
numbers for Oxford, Cambridge and
Imperial College. Also it runs Business
Courses so I was able to specify my
bursaries for theseʼ. Chris Doe
(Palamountain Medal winner) was also
the recipient of the Desborough
Scholarship.

Details are available on http://www.
buckingham.ac.uk/study/fees/scholarshi
p/coase.html

Congratulations
Everyone at the University would like
to congratulate Tom Kark (LLBʼ 81) on
his appointment to Queenʼs Council as
from Monday 22nd March. Tom is
currently practising in crime and
regulation from QEB Hollis Whiteman
Chambers. He is married to fellow
alumnus, Judith (nee Cornes) (History,
Politics and English Literature ̒ 81), and
they have 2 children.

Leavers
Mrs Sharon Harris

Mrs Viv Forrester

Ms. Setara Pracha

Dr Irena Jindrichovska

Ms. Jane Swindells

Mr. Oushan Deeljore

Mr V S Mahesh

Mr Andrew Chrysostom

Mrs Julie Bressor

Starters
Dr Andreas Schroeder

Dr Adam Tebble

Mrs Kathryn Buchanan

Dr Philip Larkin

Mr Brian Marinoff

Miss Anastasyia Ostapchuk

Miss Kirsty Lowe

Mr Dominic Randall

Mr Lionel Weston

Street Legal



Message from V S Mahesh to the alumni
of the MSc Service Management
programme who arranged a surprise
party for him on his retirement from
Buckingham.

Thank you all for presenting my wife Hem
and me with such a heart-warming, soul-
satisfying farewell on Saturday 5 December
2009. It was a total surprise for me when I
was whisked away to the marvellous dinner
party at the Whittlebury Hall. That is my
excuse for appearing in such a scruffy,
“academic” attire at this party when almost
forty of you had assembled so formally
clad.

It was wonderful to see you all and also
receive the various audio-visual messages
that were projected on a screen - from the
first batch (1995) to the current one and
from diverse countries typical of
Buckingham the student body – England,
Scotland, Wales, Germany, France, Austria,
Portugal, Nigeria, Ghana, South Africa,
India, Pakistan, Columbia, Canada, China,

Taiwan, Thailand, Bulgaria, Vietnam and
the Caribbean.

The accompanying picture of the survivors
of the evening that stretched from 6.00 p.m.
to 2.00 a.m. will be part of the cherished
memory I will take away as I leave
Buckingham after almost two decades here. 

To see one’s students grow and develop into
well-integrated beings with strong values
and a commitment to make something of
their lives is about the best farewell gift any
teacher would want. I have been singularly

blessed with the quality of students I have
had at Buckingham.

The small batch size and intimacy of the
Buckingham experience is one that allows a
teacher the luxury of spending quality time
with students and that has been the most
satisfying part of my life at Buckingham.

My wife and I plan to relocate to our home
in Madras (now called Chennai), India and
would welcome visits from old students
whenever your journey brings you to our
shores. 
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Survivors photo from V S Maheshʼs farewell

Ms Kitty van Gendt - Intern in the
Department of Economics and
International Studies from August
2009 - January 2010 inclusive.

As part of my studies at the Maastricht
School of Interpreting and Translation, I
have to do a 19-week internship abroad.
My choice fell on the University of
Buckingham. I chose this University,
because it is the only independent
university in the UK.

In the middle of August, I arrived in the
UK. When I arrived in London, people
were pretty rude to me, but when I came

to Buckingham, everyone was really
friendly. People at the University of
Buckingham are really nice and helpful

and there is an informal atmosphere.
However, the departments are working
very hard and luckily there is plenty for
me to do.

I really could not have wished for a better
place for my internship. I am busy all day,
I have great colleagues and Iʼve made
quite a lot of friends. 

Unfortunately, my internship is almost
over which means I will be leaving soon.
I am sure I am going to miss everything
especially Mr. Reesʼ comments about the
Netherlands (where I come from), his
humour - and his apples!

Kitty van Gendt

For more information on the AAF and how to donate please go to:

https://extranet.buckingham.ac.uk/alumnet/ubf-aaf.aspx

Alternatively you can send a cheque made payable to
ʻThe University of Buckinghamʼ, along with the gift form
(https://extranet.buckingham.ac.uk/alumnet/pdf/aaf.pdf),
to the Alumni Office, Yeomanry House, Hunter Street,
Buckingham, United Kingdom MK18 1EG.

ALUMNI
A n n u a l  F u n d



I would like to share an amusing riddle I
was told whilst reading Politics,
Economics and Law at Buckingham.

Socialism, I was informed, is akin to
having two cows, where I keep one cow
and have to give the other to my neighbour.
Communism is having two cows, where the
government takes both and then provides
me with the milk. Fascism is having two
cows, where the government takes both
cows and then sells me the milk.
Bureaucracy is having two cows, where the
government takes both, shoots one, milks
the other, pays me for the milk, and then
pours it down the drain. Capitalism is about
having two cows, then selling one cow and
buying a bull with the proceeds. Corporate
culture is having two cows, selling one,
forcing the other one to produce the milk
of four cows and then being surprised when
it drops dead. And Western democracy is
about having two cows, where the
government taxes me to the point where I
have to sell both cows so that it can support
a man in a foreign country who has only
one cow, which by the way was a gift from
my government.

Political thought and the optimal systems
for political and economic organization
have been fiercely debated issues for aeons,
starting with the ancient Greeks and
spanning different parts of the world over
many centuries right up to Marxism,
Leninism and modern day socialism. The
real irony is that for all that intellect and
energy, Greece, the birthplace of
democracy, is today in a mess, forcing
governments and institutions of other states
to confront a tricky moral dilemma, and as
for Russia, the motherland of communism
– well, imperial rule gave way to an

experiment which was supposed, to create
a classless society where there would be no
inequality, but ended up, thanks to the
governments of Yeltsin and Putin, enabling
a handful of oligarchs to buy state assets at
a pittance, helping them to amass probably
the quickest individual fortunes the world
has ever witnessed. What would Plato and
Marx make of it all?

Should prudent governments in countries
where the age of retirement is being raised
from 65 to 67 (to help to balance national
budgets) force taxpayers to bail out
irresponsible, overspending governments
in, for example, Greece, a country where
the statutory pension age is 61? Should
governments rescue investment banks,
which have made disastrously large gamble
bets? How far should the state interfere
with the free market? What about the
higher educational sector, or innovation,
research and development in the fields of
science and technology? The list of what
indeed is endless. Was Ronald Reagan right
when he suggested that we must not look
to government intervention to solve our
problems – government intervention is the
problem? Moving away from the simple
two-cow riddle above, but staying with the

thoughts of the former US President,
Reagan summed up governments’
perception of their roles in three short
phrases: if it moves, tax it; if it keeps
moving, regulate it; and if it stops moving,
subsidise it.

Being Greek, working for a bank, and
having been educated at our University, I
have my opinions on the above, and now
the UBAA and the Alumni Office invite
you for your thoughts and views. On 4th
September, UBAA will be having its
Annual General Meeting (AGM) in
London and will also be organizing a
forum, followed by a dinner in the House
of Commons. A series of speakers is being
lined up to make presentations during the
day and there will be a distinguished peer
from the House of Lords delivering the
after-dinner speech. The theme the speakers
will be addressing, from law, business,
economics, science, educational and
political perspectives is ‘Government
Intervention – Friend or Foe?’

If you are interested in attending, or over
the next few months would like to be sent
more details of the event please send an
email to: alumni@buckingham.ac.uk In
any case, more information, together with a
full list of the speakers and the forum
timetable will be provided in the June
edition of the Independent. In the
meantime, make a note in your diary under
4th September, “Alumni dinner in the
House of Commons”.

Holy cow - it should prove to be a fab day
out!

Tino Sarantis
Chairman, UBAA
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Alumni News
Invitation to the House of Commons

Parliamentary copyright images are reproduced with the permission of Parliament

Tino Sarantis

Date:
4th September 2010

Venue:
The House of Commons,

London

Guest List:
University of Buckingham

Staff, Alumni, and

Students



As a history graduate I was interested
in the plans reported some 34 years
ago for a new and independent
university at Buckingham. My interest
sprang from my experience of
learning through correspondence
courses, not the ideal way but one
which fosters some independence,
with reliance also on the occasional
lecture .

So a university (University College as it
started out) with its own system, based
on the Oxbridge tutorial system, with
more individual attention than most of the
ʻredbrickʼ universities can give, and an
academic year which requires longer
attendance in terms, but enabling a two
year degree course seemed a welcome
new idea. My interest in education
therefore led to a wish to assist, in a very
small way, towards these objects by a
regular yearly gift, which eventually
became a book bursary.

It is said that universities in the USA
benefit from the gifts of their alumni much
more than in this country, though I believe
their tax system encourages such gifts. If
all alumni who are in a position to do so,
would contribute towards a fund to
increase the resources of their university
or its colleges no doubt this would bring
many benefits.

Angela Green (Long-term donor)
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Alumni in the News

Well, I finally have made it back to the UK
after a 30+ years hiatus.  As background,
I attended Buckingham from June
through December in 1977, as part of a
semester abroad program run by
Bucknell University.  I recently joined
RBS as the new Group Finance Director,
as we attempt one of the world’s great
turnaround stories.

Thinking back to my time at UCB, as it was
called then, it was a wonderful experience.
The school had just been founded with high
hopes, and it had attracted a very diverse and
cosmopolitan student body.  I lived in a little
house at the other end of town on Page Hill,
and the 5 housemates each hailed from a
different continent.  I remember some
outstanding teachers in various economics
classes, visiting from Oxford (Bootle), LSE
(Allyngham) and the US (Beazer).  And a
great German class where each Wednesday
we went to a pub The Barrel (Das Faß) and
had to speak German the whole evening.  

England was in bad shape back then, it was
pre-Thatcher and North Sea Oil.  There were
blackouts, queues galore, and my Nat West
account paid 3% when inflation was 20%!
We all decided that we would adapt and drink
bitter (31p/pint) rather than lager (36p/pint)
since we calculated a saving of over £100
from that pivotal decision.   My friend Jeff
Gartzman used to wear a yellow slicker
raincoat wherever he went; even when it was
sunny he knew it would rain at some point
during the day.  I remember Mrs Kay Long,
who ran the cafeteria, as one fine cook and
fine woman; she treated me like a son.

Well enough reminiscing.  I have been
enjoying London but mostly just working
hard as we deal with the myriad challenges
we face at RBS.  I am optimistic we will
meet with success. Please wish me luck!

Bruce Van Saun (Occ student ‘77)

Axel Baumgaertner (Accounting ʼ93),
Torsten Meijer-Werner (Business ̓93) and
Ruprecht von Heusinger (Economics ̓ 93)
spent a splendid long weekend in October
in Oporto and the Duoro to catch up with
developments in that wine region and to
remember these times at Buckingham.

Should any of our other Alumni, wish to
follow Axel Torsten and Ruprechtʼs
footsteps we recommend Sophia
Bergqvistʼs (Council Member) vineyard
in Portugal (Quinta de la Rosa) as an
excellent venue for a wine tasting
holiday, Alumni get together, or grape
stamping weekend! 

www.quintadelarosa.com

Lost Alumni
Ms Pearl Ling

(AFM ʼ82)

Miss Eva Haggipavlu
(Law ʼ90)

Mr Anthony Jackson
(History and English ʼ96)

Mr Peter Lam
(Accounting and Financial

Management ʻ91)

Mr Masachika Nagasue
(Business Economics ʼ96)

Mr Moshe Rafic
(Law ʼ90)

Mr Baweng Tajang
(Law ʼ92)

If you know where these
Alumni are, please do

let us know.

3 Alumni in Duoro

Bruce Van Saun



When thinking of my early days, I do
remember lots of things I enjoyed much
more than going to school. Now, that is
not too hard to agree with, much less for
those who have also grown up on that
finest of all adventure parks called the
countryside.

My defences started to crumble only during
my University years in Germany, although
I dearly missed those days’ allure and
magnificence as enjoyed when reading
Oscar Wilde and the like. So I admit that I
was also hoping for a bit of the latter, when
heading for Buckingham in 2002 to study
for an MBA.

Looking back I can say without hesitation:
it was a very good year! You all know the
many reasons why a student feels so good
in Buckingham, so I just want to highlight
those two that have also had a clear
influence on my subsequent career: the
University’s amazingly global community
in general and the lectures of Service
Management (thank you Mahesh!) in
particular. Since early childhood days,
influenced by my father, a former Swedish
Ambassador, my main curiosity and
interest was directed to anything foreign...
distant countries, their people and their
culture. I took any opportunity given to
learn, while living or working abroad, be it
in Latin America, Africa, the Middle East,
Asia and of course particularly in Europe. 

When - after years abroad - the time was
ripe to settle down, it had become very
clear to me, that I wanted to combine my
interest in people with my other passion
that was lit in Buckingham: service
excellence.

In 2005, after having learned my craft at a
leading international search company, I
founded my own international executive
search firm in Munich. I did this with the

vision to turn Bausch & Company
(www.bauschandcompany.com) into the
first reference for service excellence in
executive search. We find and evaluate
outstanding individuals for management
and specialist positions - Europe-wide.

What makes us different from the many
competitors out there? Our clients trust us
because we have consistently proven not
only our service quality, but also most

importantly our integrity and loyalty
towards our clients and candidates alike.
We also believe that a seasoned cultural
sensitivity is indispensable to successfully
negotiate with the same efficiency, respect
and credibility in different cultural settings.
Only those who manage to find the right
tone in very different cultures will be able
to win both the clients’ and the best
candidates’ trust. 

continued
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Alumni at Work
My journey to Buckingham in 1979
marked one of the most unexpected
events in my life and was motivated by
a sudden urge for change. No one
would have thought that, at the age of
32, a successful Senior Police officer
with a bright future in the Malaysian
Royal Police would make a new start at
the University College campus.

I managed to adjust and settled down to
University life and to secure a Degree in
Licentiate. I was then called to the Bar
following my studies at the council of Legal
Education in London. Many thanks to those
in the College (at that time) including
Professor Philip James, the Dean for the
Faculty of Law and our lecturer in Torts, in
whose class we normally had to compel
ourselves to stay awake. Mr. Irving
Stevens, Mr. Clifford Hall, Mr. Robin Horner,
Mr. Berkovitz, Mr. Shipwright, Professor
Pennington, Professor Burns to name a
few at the Law School. Also Professor
Brook of the Life Science Department and
Mrs. Pat Howe with whom I have been
friends with for a long time. 

On my return to Malaysia, I resigned from
the Police Force and started my own legal
practice, joining politics at the same time. I
stood for election and was elected as
Member of Parliament in 1990. As an MP, I
travelled the world more often than I
expected. My most memorable trips were
to Russia and Cuba, the countries that
were considered “off the beaten track” for
most Malaysians.

My latest trip this time to England and
Northern Ireland for the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Seminar on Fragility of
States in Conflict. The trip to England this
time gave me the opportunity to make a
short visit to the University where I met Mr.
Irving Stevens, James Baker and Anne

Matsuoka. I am impressed by the progress
that the University has achieved so far. 

I was elected as the Deputy Speaker of the
House of Representatives in Malaysia in
2008. In the partition politics of the
Malaysian Parliament I was privileged to
have been supported by a number of
Opposition Members during the election:
something never before seen in the
Malaysian Parliament. As the Deputy
Speaker of the House of Representatives
Malaysia, I am able to enjoy special status,
precedence and privileges in the country. 

My wife Feona Sim is still working in my
legal firm as firm internal auditor and
financial controller. She has also assumed
directorship of all the family companies,
positions I had to relinquish on being
appointed as Deputy Speaker. 

My eldest daughter Sharifah Fariah is now
an economics and history teacher in an
International School in Kuching. She gave
birth to a lovely baby girl in September
2008 (Puteri Athena Maimunah). My
second daughter Sharifah Nong-Jasima is
in IACT College in Kuala Lumpur while my
youngest daughter Sharifah Nuril Barieyah
is in the Year 11 of the International School. 

Wan Junaidi Tuanku Jaafar (Law ‘81)

Wan Junaidi Tuanku Jaafar
Johannes Bausch 



At the beginning of 2004, I entered the
University of Buckingham, a real global
society. I have received three academic
degrees [BA, MA, and LLM] and have
had a lot of opportunities participating
in world-class symposiums and
conferences as a member of some major
research institutes both in the UK and
Japan including Chatham House in
London.

My schedule last year was quite busy. I
received a certificate in Crisis
Management from the Tokyo Metropolitan
University in Japan. Last April, I joined the
MA trip to Geneva, planned by the
Department of Economics and
International Studies, and visited the
United Nations Office of Geneva, the
Office of the UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights, the WTO Headquarters,
and the Geneva Centre for Security Policy
an independent organisation, to explore the
policy making processes though meetings
with their staff.

I am now researching for my MPhil in
International Studies on the topic of US

Japan Relations. Recently in Tokyo, Japan,
I was invited to the first public address by,
Mr. John Roos, the new US  Ambassador
to Japan. I was one of the youngest guests.
Mr. Roos is a close friend of US President
Barack Obama and one of his strong
supporters in the Presidential Election
2008. It was a great honour for me. 

Throughout the five years at Buckingham,
I have met with, and been much
enlightened by, the distinguished academic
tutors and outstanding classmates from all
over the world.

(International Studies with English ‘06, MA
Global Affairs ‘07, LLM in International and
Commercial Law Specialist ‘08)
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Alumni at Work
Last but not least – we share the risk of the
hire with our client, by tie-ing our fees to
our client’s satisfaction with the candidate’s
performance - six months after joining.

Once again, thank you Buckingham – for
your truly global community, a fine
example to the world, for the small and
regularly exciting lectures and tutorials, for
the always most helpful and lovely staff
and also for the many hours of conversation
and laughter (not to forget the Wine & Dine
Society!) enjoyed in between the periods of
studying.

Johannes Bausch (MBA ‘03)

A long time has passed since the
graduation of MA in Global Affairs
students last February (ʻ09). All of us
friends departed to a world of new
adventures equipped with new
competencies, the fruit of our
Buckingham University “savoir faire”.

For my part the adventure started a few
months later as a consultant for the
UNESCO World Heritage in Paris,
France. An incredible experience at the
heart of a special international
organisation that seeks to address and
minimize the impact that global climate
change, pollution, poverty and conflicts
can have upon the effective preservation
of our common human cultural and
natural heritage.

The UNESCOʼs cultural environment is
very similar to that of our University in
that it is cosmopolitan, vibrant, friendly
and unique. It reminded me of the
incredible opportunity I found to have
“the World at my front door” without ever
having to leave the University of
Buckingham.

All the people encountered at Bucks
were a blessing and challenged my
perceptions of the world as a whole. I
made friends for life and filled my head
with incredible tales and memories. To
be honest it has been hard to move on
after Bucks… After all I studied an LLB
and then a Master in Global Affairs… For
many current students that might sound

like a long time, but it was time well
spent! 

I am currently studying a Masterʼs in
Management at the ESCP Europe. The
“Ecole Superieure de Commerce de
Paris” was founded in 1819 by Jean
Baptiste Say and is considered by the
Financial Times to be among the best
and most competitive European
institutions in training worldwide
managers.

While ESCP Europe is a real challenge,
I profoundly believe that Buckingham
University, its teachers and once again
unique pedagogy has equipped me with
sufficient skills, aptitudes, competencies
and know-how to face any challenge
lying ahead. After all Bucks teachers
push us to think on our own while
learning from their often unique
professional insights; they dedicate time
to all our questions and further help us
view the world through new lenses and
the interactions with others. This is a
strength of Buckingham that is pretty well
impossible to reproduce in other
institutions.

I am really grateful to Buckingham as it
enabled me to make a qualitative jump in
life and reach my potential. I hope many
past and present students feel the same.
Wishing you all the best.

Manuel Velasco Escudero (LLB ‘04,
Global Affairs ‘08)

Kazuhiro Tobisawa 

To All Alumni
This publication is for you and if you would
like input into the next issue, please send

comments and ideas to

Anne Matsuoka

The next publication we produce will
contain more information, updating you on

where alumni are these days and what
they are up to.

Please Note:
Copy for the next issue required by

1st June 2010

www.buckingham.ac.uk
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Alumni Celebrations

Marie and James got engaged in Paris with a
plan to get married in the next 2 years. James
is now working in Private Equity as well as
completing his MSc at Cass Business School.
Marie has just completed a period of travel
and will be partaking in several internships for
psychology. They both live in Central London.

I am very happy to announce my
engagement to Ms. Constance Loges. In
Autumn 2009 – after two happy years, we
got engaged on a stormy day sitting on a
remote beach... not in the tropics, but on an
island in the North Sea.

Masatake Matsumoto (Politics with
History ʻ01)

Masatake Matsumoto is pleased to
announce his marriage to Mayumi Ootomo,
which took place on 7 November at the
Tokyo Daijingu (a Japanese shrine). 

Ermin Moise (Law with Business Finance
ʻ05)

On the 1 June 2009 Ermin was joined in holy
matrimony to Mavis Valcin at the Castries
Evangelical Church in Saint Lucia. The
Reception was at the Bay Gardens Beach
Resort in Rodney Bay, Gros Islet Saint Lucia.

Sheena Eva Gill (Law ʻ05) & Karsten
Johannes Martin Schmidt (Economics,
Business and Law ʻ06)

Sheena Eva Schmidt (nee Gill) and Karsten
Johannes Martin Schmidt are pleased to
announce that they got married on 31
October 2009 on Vallon Beach, in the
Seychelles in the presence of friends and
family Mr. Adonis Kalakhis, who is also an
alumnus from the University of
Buckingham 2005 who was our best man.

Adekunle Osibogun (Law ʻ06) & Monisola
Fagbohungbe (Law ʻ06)

Adekunle Osibogun and Monisola
Fagbohungbe got married on 16 and 17 of
October 2009 in Ibadan, Oyo State. Nigeria.
They had the traditional wedding on the
16th and the white wedding on the 17th.

Gabie Atamian (Business Studies with
International Tourism '99)

Gabie Atamian (Business Studies w
International Tourism '99) married Kevin
Smith on 10 October, 2009 at St Mary's
Church, Bletchley

Engagements Marriages

Jamie Burrows (Business Economics ʻ10)

Johannes Bausch (MBA ʻ03)

Hiroko Endo (MA TESOL ʼ06) and
Masashi Tsubota

Hiroko Endo (MA TESOL ’06) and Masashi
Tsubota got married at The Kahara hotel in
Hawaii on 24 February 2010. They are
holding a wedding party in Tokyo on 25
April 2010 to which they have invited
relatives, co-workers and friends, including
some Buckingham alumni.

Send us your
celebrations!

Please email:
alumni@buckingham.ac.uk



Elisa Sophia

Michaela Hovorkova (Business Studies with
International Tourism ‘00) and her boyfriend
Sven are pleased to announce the birth of
their daughter, Elisa Sophia.
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Alumni Celebrations

ALUMNI
SUMMER
PARTY ’10
Thursday 17th June
7 – 11pm

Carpenter’s Arms,
Whitfield Street,
Off Tottenham
Court Road
London
W1T 4ET

ALL WELCOME. NO ENTRY FEE

To book please email
alumni@buckingham.ac.uk

Daniel Preslav Borisov (MBA ʻ05)

Daniel Preslav Borisov was born on 24 April
2009, son of Preslav Plamenov Borisov
(MBA ‘05)

Births

Yoshino Hiratsuka

Sueko Hiratsuka (Communication and Media
Studies ‘07) is pleased to announce the birth of
her baby girl Yoshino. She was born on 31
August. Her weight was 4345g! This is very
big by Japanese standards. Sueko say: I’ve
never heard of such a big baby before!

Students join the big
clean-up

A group of students from the university,
including those from the Music Society,
joined forces with the local
townspeople and the Sub Aqua Group
to help with the River Rinse.  Following
the river Ouse around the campus, it
was an interesting haul that was pulled
from the river, including an old
university sign for the Chandos Road
Building.  Everyone left muddy and
wet, but having had a great time and
with even more local friends.

Bicester Review, 16 October 2009

Fighting for rights

When Amnesty International called for
a mass lobby of Parliament demanding
that all women in the UK are given
equal access to refuges and support
services, members of the Buckingham
Amnesty International Students Society
Katherine Smith, Farnaz Mirshahi,
Elizabeth Abraham and Randall
Berbick accompanied by the Dean of
the Law School, Professor Susan
Edwards, joined hundreds of people at
the House of Commons to lobby their
MPs and secure their commitment to
making this happen. The Buckingham
students were able to discuss the
issues with Andy Slaughter MP and
were greatly encouraged by his
commitment to this issue.

Buckingham and Winslow Advertiser,
11 December 2009 

Cut state funding to
universities. Let them
stand alone

Universities in the US were thrown to
the market and flourished

"Wonderful news. The Government
yesterday cut half a billion pounds from
the money it gives to universities, a
real term cut of 9.2 per cent. The
Government needs only to cut a few
more billion from the budget to
guarantee the excellence of British
higher education.

The myth is that higher education is a
public good and that, in the absence of
subsidies, only the occasional scion of
an investment banker would attend
university. But the reality - as shown by
the surge in applications since the
introduction of top up fees - is that
higher education is a very private good
indeed, whose benefits accrue almost
solely to the student: over their careers
graduates still earn £160,000 more on
average than people with only A
levels."

Read the article in full at:
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/co
mment/columnists/guest_contributo
rs/article7067726.ece

The Times, 19 March 2010
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Our Chancellor, Sir Martin Jacomb, retired with
effect from 19 March, 2010.  We are all very
grateful to Sir Martin for his wonderful work
and support during his time as Chancellor. The
University hopes to celebrate his tenure later
in the year.

The University's Charter lays down procedures for
the appointment of new Chancellors.  The matter
has to be considered by Council and it is for
Council to recommend a suitable person whose
appointment must be ratified by Convocation.  The
Convocation should be held as soon as possible
after a vacancy occurs having given members 4
weeks notice.

Council has met to consider Sir Martinʼs successor
and unanimously recommends that Convocation
should appoint Lord Tanlaw as the University's next
Chancellor. Lord Tanlaw has been a supporter of the
University since its inception.  He has served on
Council and other University bodies and has been a
generous benefactor.  The Tanlaw Mill is named
after him.  Lord Tanlaw's extensive contacts in the
Middle East and in Asia make him especially suited
to become Chancellor of an international university.

In the past Convocations have been held in
Buckingham.  Inevitably this has meant that
numbers attending have been low.  In order to
obtain wider involvement by members of
Convocation, Council proposes that this
Convocation should be held electronically and via
the Independent, the Alumni magazine.

Therefore, notice is hereby given of a Convocation
to ratify the appointment of a new Chancellor. The
Secretary to the Council must receive all
responses by the end of Friday 23rd April.  Those
eligible to vote are all members of Council and the
AAC, all academic staff, all graduates, Patrons,
and Honorary and Emeritus Professors.

To register your vote, please email
(publicity@buckingham.ac.uk) your answer to
the following question by highlighting Yes or No:

I support the appointment of Lord Tanlaw as
Chancellor:        YES/NO

John Clarke
Secretary to Council

Oluwakemi Togun (nee
Finnih) (International
Relations ‘01)
We have heard from Mrs Oluwakemi
Togun (Nee Finnih) of the death of her
sister: 

“I regretfully inform you that Kemi
passed away on the 25 July 2009, due to
post surgical complications; she was
interred on the 30 of July in Lagos. I have
been trying to write this email for some
time, but it’s been hard. Kemi enjoyed
her time there, and I did visit her on a
couple of occasions and attended her
graduation. All I can say is that Kemi was
a wonderful wife, mother, daughter, and

sister. All those who knew her wondered
how she found the time to do all the
things she managed to do. She was an
excellent cook and a budding
entrepreneur, she had an ever-ready
sunny smile and very many people loved
her. Kemi touched many lives on a one
on one basis (I don’t know how she did
it). She was always ready to lend a
helping hand.”

Oreoluwa Awokoya

Carlos Cabugueira
(Computer Science ‘98)

It is with great sadness that we inform
you of the death of Carlos Cabugueira.
His great friend, Liam Connelly says:

“I regret to inform you that Carlos died
in his sleep on 1 November. We had a
great time in Sunley House the year we
were in Buckingham. Carlos was also
best man at my wedding in Scotland in
2006.”

Carlos Cabugueira 

Obituaries

IMPORTANT NOTICE
APPOINTMENT OF A NEW CHANCELLOR


