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Swan Ball

Andreas Widmer
Barbara Shenfield Award Winner

“I feel honored
to be this years’
receiver of the
Dame Barbara
Shenfield Award.
My post-graduate
studies at the
University of
Buckingham were
both challenging

and inspiring, and I would like to express my
sincere appreciation to my lecturers and
fellow students who all contributed to this
great experience. Especially the small group
based tutorials and the accessibility of
lecturers provided me with the ideal
platform to further expand my knowledge,
taking the latest findings from academic
research into account.” 

The Rt. Hon. Frank Field, MP
Honorary Graduate

The University honoured Mr Frank Field, a Labour MP,
with a strong sense of independence, who was delighted
to accept a degree from the only independent university in
Britain. In his speech he said: “Buckingham has relit the
moral candle for universities.”

The other Honorary Graduates were, Sir Martin Evans, Admiral Sir John
Brigstocke and Sir Sydney Kenridge (pictured front page).

Philip Mueller
Edgar Palamountain Award Winner

“When I was informed that I had won the Edgar
Palamountain Award for Excellence, my reaction was
both delight and surprise. Of course I was delighted but I
was also very surprised because I had not expected to win
the award. It is a great honour to be judged to be primus
inter pares.”
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Quality Assurance
From the early 1980s, following the
elections of Margaret Thatcher and Ronald
Reagan, the Western world embraced
‘supply side’ economics. This was based on
certain economic theories including ‘rational
expectations’ and the ‘efficient market’
hypothesis. Consequently, regulation
became a dirty word and only ‘light-touch’
regulation was fostered. But the last 18
months have exposed the flaws in light-
touch regulation.

So we saw how the Financial Services
Authority in Britain failed to monitor our
banks, and we saw in America how the
Securities Exchange Commission failed to
monitor Madoff and its own banks, and we
saw in Haringey, in North London, how the
regulatory body Ofsted gave top marks to the
Child Protection Services even as they
allowed babies like Baby P to die. Now we
too, at Buckingham, have been touched by
failures of light-touch government
regulation, but we are pioneering the
response of the British universities to this
problem.

As everyone knows, we chose voluntarily to
be inspected by the government’s Quality
Assurance Agency (QAA) because we had
nothing to hide and everything of which to
boast. But it transpires that the QAA itself
had a lot to hide. First, its inspection regime
was beyond parody: its auditors did not visit
a single classroom, examination hall or
laboratory; they just holed up in one room in

Istra cottages and - throughout five working
days - never once left it. All they did was
read the minutes of selected committees and
hold stilted interviews with selected people.

Moreover, the five auditors were not
qualified to judge a university because not
one of them held a PhD.  Although one could
never judge a particular person by a
particular qualification, yet - of a group of
five university auditors - at least four should
hold the entry qualification into the
profession of academic, namely the PhD. 

Despite these inadequacies the QAA then
issued a report providing only “limited
confidence in [our] management of

academic standards.” We wished to appeal
but under the QAA conventions “limited
confidence” counts as a good finding
(“limited confidence” amounts, officially, to
nothing more problematical than friendly
advice) and it cannot be challenged by
external appeal. I therefore went public with
the facts.

As you will see from our Wikipedia entry, on
the day of its publication I wrote an article
in the Times Higher exposing the failings of
the QAA report. The next week the Times
Higher wrote its own article exposing further
inadequacies in the QAA report. I then wrote
two more articles, in the Guardian, attacking
the QAA’s methodology in general, and all
these articles, together with the QAA’s
CEO’s surprisingly inadequate responses,
are on the Wikipedia site.

To be criticised for the inadequate
management of academic standards when
we are the British university that has least
produced degree inflation is an outrage. But
the use of the phrase ‘management’ of
standards is the QAA’s way of saying that of
course there is nothing wrong with our
academic standards but that we focus too
much on doing a good job for the students
and too little on the bureaucracy of recording
what we do. Really! 

Before 1992, universities were judged on
outcome, and organisations such as the
Council for National Academic Awards

guaranteed the quality of degrees. But in
1992 the government created the precursor
body of the QAA, which was captured by the
sector as a very light-touch regulator indeed.
It measures only bureaucracy, not outcome,
because bureaucracy can be easily
constructed whereas outcome depends on
true quality and is thus hard to achieve. 

But Buckingham is the converse of an
organisation like Maidstone NHS Trust.
Consider that Trust: it had every bureaucratic
box ticked (it has a Racial Equality Policy, a
Disability Equality Policy, a Gender Equality
Policy etc) yet it allowed over 90 patients to
die from C Difficile because it would not
actually empty their bed pans; its nurses told

bed-ridden patients who were desperate to
go to the toilet simply to “go in your beds.” 

The university sector in the UK has been
hugely supportive since our fall-out with
QAA. UUK (the vice chancellors’ trade
union) has asked me to join the committee
that oversees its relationship with QAA, and
I have also been asked to join the
management committee of the Parliamentary
Universities Group (where parliamentarians
and vice chancellors address key issues in
higher education.) And the Times Higher’s
view is encapsulated by this cartoon.

Buckingham was created to resist
government damage, and our dissection of
the QAA’s faults was our proudest
achievement of 2008.

Our strategy is therefore two-fold. First, we
will navigate this particular audit. We will
create seven new committees to produce the
paperwork the QAA currently requires, to
ensure we will shortly receive the full
confidence of that organisation. But
simultaneously we are working with UUK
and with government ministers to reform
QAA. We are therefore engaged at the
national level to help construct the new
regulatory framework for higher education
in Britain, which will focus on outcome, not
on bureaucracy.

I thank everyone who has helped with QAA
- their help has been crucial and truly
invaluable - and indeed I thank the QAA
itself: regulation is a national dialogue, the
people at the QAA mean well, and we and
other universities are now engaged in the
necessary dialogue to help them do their job
better.

Buckingham was created to resist government damage,
and our dissection of the QAA’s faults was our proudest

achievement of 2008.

Reproduced from the Times Higher 16th October 2008
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This year will rank as one of the most
exciting, and nerve-wracking, years I will
have spent working in the Alumni Office!

The University of Buckingham Alumni

Association (UBAA) was the initiative of
the alumni, for the alumni and run by the
alumni, with the support of the Alumni
Office. Since early last year we began
working on the formation of UBAA, with
the help of 18 volunteers from the alumni
body.

The enthusiasm, ideas, meetings, plans and
downright hard work from all of the
Steering Committee is now about to
culminate in the launch of UBAA here at
Buckingham on 24/25/26 April.  I will not
say more, as you will read about the events
and how to register to attend (see centre
spread) and you will also hear from Tino
Sarantis, Chair of the Steering Committee.

I just want to thank all of you who have
contributed over the years and particularly
over this last year, whether it be from far or
near, to help create this group that will grow
the reputation of your university and bring
us all closer together.  You will have all the
help and support you could wish for from
us in the Alumni Office.  I could not be

prouder to serve such a dedicated group of
alumni and I can’t believe there are other
groups as dedicated as Buckingham
graduates.

There will be other events this year as well
and please look out for news of the London
Summer Party on 9th June and the London
Annual Dinner which will this year be held
at the House of Lords on 7th May.  Details
can be obtained from Sarah Rush in the
Development Office  (sarah.rush@
buckingham.ac.uk).  For those who have
most kindly given to the Alumni Annual
Fund, you will shortly be receiving your
invitations to the Tea Party at the House of
Lords in May.

I very much hope to see you at one, or all, of
these events and to working ever more
closely with you all.

Anne Matsuoka
PR/Alumni Relations Officer
anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk
Tel: +44 (0)1280 820338
www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumnet/

Editors News

UBAA launch

Anne Matsuoka

During the refurbishment State of the art equipment

Stunning new fitness facility

Thanks to the gift of an anonymous alumnus, the Tanlaw Mill
Fitness Centre underwent a complete refurbishment during
December. It now extends the full width of the Tanlaw Mill to give
more floor space and natural light. The old equipment has now
been replaced by the latest range of cardiovascular equipment and
the innovative range of Human Sport cable resistance stations
manufactured by Star Trac. With the addition of a flat screen
television, new flooring and new internal decoration it is now
unrecognisable from the old facility.

Fitness Centre
gets facelift
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Alumni at Work

In the last issue of the Independent Paul
Davis wrote an article for us.  This article
was edited and did not reflect the
importance of the message that Paul
wanted to send. We apologise most
sincerely for this mistake and reprint
Paul’s article in full.  

I have had the privilege of studying at
Buckingham for the best part of the last two
decades. After initially completing the first
MA in Victorian Literature, I returned to
study for an MPhil (on J S Le Fanu) and then

for a DPhil (in Anglo-Irish Literature). 

I have been involved with commercial
property in Brighton & Hove since 1982 and
have always continued to be so despite my
other commitments. The family business
was founded in 1851 and continues to be
busy even in these turbulent economic times.

Since 1986, I have had the wonderful
opportunity – and great pleasure – of
studying for postgraduate degrees with
Professor Valerie Sanders, Dr John Drew
and, throughout, with Professor John Clarke.
While researching my MPhil, I was elected
both to Council and Senate starting a process
that, with Professor Robert Pearce’s help,
was to result in the Postgraduate Centre. I
taught English at St Giles College,
Eastbourne, and, as Head of English, at
Goring Hall School, Goring-by-Sea. I also
worked as Chief Supervisor for the Sussex
Open Centre for Examinations which
administers the University of Cambridge’s
TEFL exams in the county. I was elected a
Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts in 2007.

I now work for The Charleston Trust, Firle
(country home of the Bloomsbury Group
(www.charleston.org.uk), where I do a

variety of jobs and write for their magazine
Canvas. Last summer, I did an interview for
German TV talking about the importance of
Charleston’s garden to Bloomsbury. I also
work for the Lee Miller Archive, Chiddingly
(home of British Surrealism
www.farleyfarmhouse.co.uk), where I was
filmed working on the photographic archive.
Lee Miller was a Surrealist muse, model and
innovative photographer of international
renown who married Sir Roland Penrose,
artist, biographer of Picasso, and founder of
the Institute of Contemporary Arts. In
addition, I am privileged to be involved with
The George Bell Institute, University of
Chichester (www.georgebellinstitute.org.uk),
which aims to develop, internationally, the
interests Bishop Bell pursued during his
eventful life.

I still visit the University of Buckingham
frequently as I am fortunate enough to be a
Research Associate on Dr John Drew’s
excellent project – the Dickens Journals
Online – which aims to put the journals
online in 2012. After having had some work
published, I am now organising publication
of my thesis as a book.

Paul E H Davis (English ‘88, ‘96, ‘08)

Paul E H Davis

Since leaving Buckingham, I went on
to work in London for several
healthcare companies and eventually
ended up in Hong Kong in 1992
working for Asia Law & Practice, a
subsiduary of Euromoney plc, heading
up their marketing department.

It afforded me the most wonderful base
from which to travel the Far East. It was a
good time to be an expat. After a brief stint
in Jakarta I eventually returned to London

during the handover in ʻ97. After a period
of severe illness, I decided to change
career direction totally and retrained at the
Institute of Optimum Nutrition in Putney,
under Patrick Holford and became a
nutritionist. Ten years later I am now living
back down in Sussex and loving my work.
I now write for magazines on health and
nutrition and run a busy clinic in
Eastbourne, and lecture around East
Sussex. www.katearnoldnutrition.co.uk. In
January this year, I started an MSc in
Nutritional Medicine at Middlesex
University, which I hope to finish in two
years.

In my travels I have bumped into many
alumni along the way and am still in touch
with people from my year. I cannot believe
it is 23 years since I studied HPE in ʻ86,
but I have the fondest memories of the
University, Buckingham town and the
friends I made.

Kate Arnold (HPE ‘86)

Lost Alumni
Mr Ruixin Cai
(Communication Studies (EFL; 2008)

Mr Tal Edgar
(Business Studies; 1996)

Mr Christopher Gambs
(Law; 1991)

Miss Mary Ibiam
(Law; 1981)

Mr Karim Kabla
(Computer Science; 1992)

Miss Sinead Mac Lua
(Law; 1987)

Mrs Eithne OʼSullivan Webb
(Biography; 2002)

Mrs Marion Quintin-Baxendale
(European Studies; 1987)

If you know where these Alumni
are, please do let us know.

Kate Arnold
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Alumni Celebrations
Births:

Rob and I are delighted to announce the
arrival of our baby boy Luca, born on 5th
November 2008, at 8.22am in Milton
Keynes Hospital, weighing 7lb. He has
settled in wonderfully and is an extremely
well behaved little boy. We are loving every
second of being parents.

Emily-Jane McCary (Law’08)

Emily-Jane McCary and Luca

Camilla and Mark are delighted to
announce the arrival of Benedict Joseph
Simpson on December 14th at 12.14am.
Weighing 7 pounds 15 ounces he was born
at Queen Charlotte’s Birth Centre, West
London.

Camilla and Benedict Joseph Simpson

Yuika was born on the 28th January 2009
and is the daughter of Kenichi Minamo
(EFL ’01) and his wife Aya. We
congratulate them and wish them all the
best and every happiness.

Yuika

Engagements:

Our congratulations to Alex Jovy (Law ‘95)
on his engagement to Ms Amy Guy.

Amy and Alex

Domek Rolle wrote to say: “On the 30th
August 2008 I was joined in holy
matrimony to Cyprianna Rolle at Freeport
Bible Church in the Bahamas.” He wrote  a
poem for Cyprianna (see page 7)

Domek Rolle (LLB ‘07)

Cyprianna and Domek

Zhan Dan (Coco) (BSc Business Studies
04, MSc Service Management 05) and Li
Peizhe (BSc Accounting & Financial
Management, 03). Coco and Peizhe got
married in China on 1st October 2008. The
wedding ceremonies were organised in two
cities of our home town. Liu Yunyun, the
couple’s mutual friend, who did BSc
Financial Services at Buckingham and
graduated in 2004, attended their wedding
ceremony. Coco and Peizhe left Shanghai
and arrived in Australia 3 weeks ago. The
happy couple are now enjoying their new
life and the summer sunshine in Australia.

Coco and Peizhe

Marriages:
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Alumni News
Birthday:

Hi friends! Its me Kanta & my husband
Rakib celebrated our only child Aleya’s
first birthday on 6th November 2007.
Take care everybody. We wish Aleya a very
Happy Birthday.

Kanta, Aleya and Rakib

I Kissed The Bride

The Angels sang that day; Cupid was
pleased, it was an outer body experience I
could hardly believe.

We recited our vows before the altar of
Christ, we give ourselves to each other for
the rest of this life. 

The Pastor was love’s ambassador; his
words were clear, his spiritual dictions
were processed by my ears. 

I held her in my arms and I Kissed The
Bride, the two became one following
Ephesians’ outline.

We’ll now share this existence, we will see
with one sight, We’ll share one heartbeat;
I’ll keep her warm at night.

Our goals, our hopes, and our dreams they
will combine, we’ll share one body and
soul, we will think with one mind.

I see a brighter tomorrow now that she’s at
my side, life took a new meaning the day I
Kissed The Bride.

© 2009 by Domek D. Rolle

Demelza
House 
Ronel Lehmann, 44, founded the
City of London based marketing
communications agency Lehmann
Communications in 1988. He is
chairman of a capital appeal for
Demelza, a hospice for children in
Kent. The charity plans to open a
new branch in south London.

He launched the capital campaign a
couple of years ago, to raise £6.5m
for the new south London hospice.

He has gained extraordinary
support, and it is hoped the new
branch will open in the spring.

www.demelzahouse.org

Congratulations

Call to the Bar
Congratulations to Priyesh Utchanah (LLB
’07), Tom Durbin (LLB ’07, LLM ’08), and
Jill St George (LLB ’07, LLM ’08), for
having successfully been called to the Bar
in the Michaelmas ceremony at Inner
Temple on Thursday 27th November 2008.
All the best from all of us.

Alumni Office

Priyesh Utchanah, Jill St George
and Tom Durbin

Guy Opperman, (LLC ʻ86), was the
overwhelming choice as Parliamentary
candidate at a mass meeting of
members of the Hexham Constituency
Conservative Association in Ponteland.

He was one of six hopefuls who had
reached the final stages of a long selection
process at Ponteland Memorial Hall.

Mr Opperman was born and raised in
Wiltshire, but knows Northumberland well.
Although he is unmarried, he has been in
a long-term relationship with Karen – a
former Newcastle journalist.

Mr Opperman is a leading barrister who
has prosecuted several murder trials, and
recently acted in the case surrounding the
theft of the last recording session by the
Beatles – the 1969 Get Back session
tapes.

He is a specialist in all aspects of
education law, and has represented many
schools, local authorities and colleges all
over the country.

We wish him all the best and many
congratulations on his candidate election.

Guy Opperman
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University News

First of all let me introduce myself, I am
Oushan Deeljore, the new Alumni /
Publicity Sabbatical Officer and I will
be working in the Alumni Office for this
year. After completing my LLB(ʼ08) and
LLM(ʼ09) here, it is a great honour for
me to be working for my University. 

It feels great to be back here after 3 years
of studying, and now to be part of the
administrative staff, itʼs a whole new

experience and I am very much looking
forward to it, so that I can give back to my
University what it has taught me and
made me.

So far my time in Buckingham has been
amazing and I have been able to meet so
many people from different countries and
regions of the World, and this has helped
me acquire a whole new set of knowledge
and experience. Being also part of the
Events Team of the Student Union we
have done lots of interesting parties,
themes, in all lots of excitement and fun.
My 3 years here have been instrumental
into making me what I am now, and hats
off goes to my parents, tutors, friends and
special one. 

Lots of people do tell me that I just cannot
leave Buckingham, and the reality is true,
this place is such a big part of myself,
where I have lived some of the greatest
moments of my life, as a student, as a
friend and as a young guy leaving college.
This place has taught me so much and it
is now a big part of mine, and I enjoy every

single moment I spend here.

As for my work, I have edited this current
edition of The Independent, and will be
working on the next few ones we will have
for this year. Secondly, I will also be
putting forward the Annual Summer Party,
which I will keep you all posted. My first
few weeks of work here have been
amazing, and with a great team (Anne,
Beth, Marian and Pam) one get to learn
very quickly. 

I also hope to see most of you for the
UBAA launch weekend, and I am sure it
will be great fun and a great opportunity to
meet other Alumnis, and share our great
moments as University of Buckingham
students. Hope to see most of you. Thank
You very much!

Oushan Deeljore (LLB ‘08 - LLM ‘09)
Alumni/Publicity-Student Sabbatical
Officer 
University of Buckingham
Tel:  +44 (0)1280 820230
oushan.deeljore1@buckingham.ac.uk

Oushan Deeljore

Contact us:

Anne Matsuoka:
anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk
+44 (0)1280 820338

Oushan Deeljore:
oushan.deeljore1@buckingham.ac.uk
+44 (0)1280 820230

Marian Okunola:
marian.okunola1@buckingham.ac.uk
+44 (0)1280 820210

Bethany Carter:
bethany.carter@buckingham.ac.uk
+44 (0)1280 820213

Pamela Lindsay:
alumni@buckingham.ac.uk
+44 (0)1280 820133

How to get to Bicester Country Club
http://www.bicestercountryclub.com/howtofindus.asp

From the M40 Motorway
Exit the M40 at junction 9 and proceed North on the A41 dual
carriageway towards Bicester. Take the 2nd exit off sign posted to
Chesterton. Follow the signs into the village and at the T –
Junction, with the Red Cow public house on the right, turn left.
Head out of the village and Bicester Country Club is on the right
hand side approximately half a mile out of the village.

From Bicester
Take the A41 south towards Oxford and junction 9 of the M40.
From the dual carriageway take the 2nd left sign posted Chesterton.
Proceed into the village and at the T – Junction, with the Red Cow
public house on the right, turn left. Head out of the village and
Bicester Country Club is on the right hand side approximately half
a mile out of the village. 

How to get to Buckingham
http://buckingham.ac.uk/facts/gettinghere/

Buckingham lies just off the fast A421 road which connects Oxford
to Cambridge, easily accessible from both the M1 and M40.

UBAA Launch : Information / Directions
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UBAA Launch Event

The Weekend
Friday 24 April 2009
Welcome Reception
19:30 - 23:00
Staff Dining Room - Old Tanlaw Mill
This event is very informal and will be a chance to chat with other
delegates and University staff.

Saturday 25 April 2009
Registration
08.30
Conference
09:00 - 17:30
Chandos Road Building & Exam Suites

Confirmed speakers:

Professor Mike Cawthorne
Dean of Science

Professor Susan Edwards
Dean of Law School 

Stephen Ellen
Alumnus & Detective Inspector, Metropolitan Police 

Professor Anthony Glees
Director of the Centre for Security and Intelligence Studies 

Dr Charles Henn
Alumnus & Director of MA in Global Affairs 

Dr Terence Kealey
Vice-Chancellor, University of Buckingham 

Dr Adolfo Paolini
Lecturer in Law 

Chris Smith
Alumnus, Inspecs Ltd, Zeonardo Ltd

Professor Rakesh Sondhi
BSc (Hons), MSc, MBA, MinstMg, Practicing Strategist

Jae Sundaram
Programme Director, LLM 

Professor Patrick Minford CBE
is currently Professor of Applied Economics at Cardiff Business
School, Cardiff University, and an honorary graduate of
Buckingham.

Gala Dinner
19.30 - late
Bicester Country Club*
For further details about BCC (www.bicestercountryclub.com)

* Special rates available to UBAA delegates of £95 (per night)
for two nights and £105 (per night) for one night. Other hotel
accommodation and bed and breakfast options can be found on
the University’s public website. Directions to Bicester and
Buckingham are on page 8. 

Champagne Reception – Dinner – Music by: Soul Traders

After dinner speaker:

Lord Luce KG
Former Vice-Chancellor, (1992 - 1996)
Governor of Gibraltar and most recently Lord Chamberlain
to the HRH Queen Elizabeth’s Royal Household

Sunday 26 April 2009
AGM
10:00 - 12.30
details on pull out page UBAA

Tour of Stowe, (optional)
14:00 - 16.00
Stowe landscape gardens

“Innovative Leadership in Challenging Times”
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University News

The University School of Science is at the
cutting edge of international research and
teaching.  It aims to provide a stimulating
environment for both undergraduate and
postgraduate study and research.

Applied Computing is responding constantly to
changes in computing and computational
technologies and updating its courses and
research programmes.  New options for minor
programmes with Computing as a major have
been introduced this year.  Applied Computing
also has a range of postgraduate programmes,
including Diploma and Certificate programmes
as well as the MSc in Innovative Computing.
The loss of jobs in technical and middle
management areas has resulted in an increased
demand for courses to improve skills.  We
believe the Diploma and Certificate courses
represent opportunities for upskilling.

The Psychology department are applying for
British Psychological Society accreditation.  In
order to gain accreditation all the course
modules have been re-vamped.  We have a new
member of staff in Dr Katherine Finlay, who
will be teaching health psychology and forensic
psychology.  Katherine’s first degree was in
music and then she undertook clinical research
in pain control. During 2009, we will be
developing new masters courses.

The diabetes and obesity research group
continues to make the headlines internationally.
Recent research has indicated that a natural
material present in breast milk may help in

lifelong protection of babies from obesity and
its metabolic consequences.  This material is not
present in formula feeds and may explain why
formula-fed babies have a greater risk of
developing obesity in later life.  Moreover, the
concept that nutritional modulation in early life
has lifelong consequences is critically
important. The diabetes research group is also
interested in plant-based medicines for diabetes.
In many countries in the world, the majority of
people affected by diabetes cannot afford
Western medicines.  Usually treatments are
provided from plant concoctions by the local
healers.  These are rarely defined and
effectiveness is very variable.  However, there is
no doubt that some plants do contain effective
therapeutic agents and could become the basis
of phytoceuticals, which could be produced as
standardised and validated products.

The departments in Science collaborate in
research across the globe. At present Philip Fine
in Psychology has Dr Anabela Bravo from
Portugal working with him on a music project.
Anabela is sponsored by the Portugese
Government. In the Clore Laboratory, Professor
Emran Chowdhury from Bangladesh has a
Commonwealth Scholarship to work on a
diabetes project. The School of Science now has
its own admissions and marketing assistant in
Cherrianne Boniface.  She handles all
admissions enquiries including advice on visa
applications.  Her address is
cherrianne.boniface@buckingham.ac.uk or
science-admissions@buckingham.ac.uk

Marketing
The Vice-Chancellor believes that the only
strategy for the University is growth. He has
asked me to take on the role of Director of
Marketing and drive that growth forward.
What do I, as a scientist, know about
marketing, you may ask?

Well I did recognise a gap in the diabetes drug
market and led the team that discovered and
developed a multi-billion dollar drug.  I aim to
lead the University marketing team that delivers
50 extra international students between now and
the January 2010 intake, whilst preserving the
current international-home student ratio.  This
means recruiting more than 70 extra students.

I have a good team in Debbie Millns, who leads
the UK recruitment; Lucinda Roberts-Holmes,
who looks after international marketing; and

Amanda Marshall, who is taking on a new role
of recruitment from international and language
schools in the UK, as well as recruitment
through outplacement organisations.  The tragic
reduction in the workforce in the UK resulting
from the credit crisis is opening up a new source
of potential students who will use their
redundancy package to upskill in order to gain
their next and hopefully more secure job.

Where are we hoping to get these extra students
from?  The simple answer is worldwide.  Recent
surveys suggest that more than 40% of
international students coming to Buckingham
make their decision whilst already in the UK.
Hence the reason for our increasing attention to
international and language schools.  But of
course we shall continue to recruit from our
traditionally strong markets such as Nigeria,
Pakistan, the Caribbean, Kenya, Sri Lanka,
Germany and Canada.

Visits to all these countries are being arranged
and in each we hope to arrange alumni events.
We will be using the University web site as well
as alumnet to promote these visits.  We are also
planning to visit developing markets such as
China, India, Indonesia, USA and Eastern
Europe.

We have other initiatives taking place. For
example, through Professor Sabah Jassim we
have established links with Higher Educational
institutes in Iraq.  Our Clinical MD course run
in conjunction with Ealing Hospital is meeting
a major need with applicants from many
countries, but particularly India and Libya.  We
are making changes to our Foundation course
so that students can undertake, at no extra
charge, the IELTS test and receive an official
certificate.

However, by far our best recruiters are our
alumni.  By relaying their own experience they
encourage new students to come to
Buckingham.The fall in value of the pound
sterling against most currencies has made it an
even better time for international students,
including EU students, to study at Buckingham.
This value is further enhanced by the 2-year

degree and the high staff:student ratio.  We
believe that the Buckingham experience can be
even better in 2009/10 and we hope that alumni
everywhere will support us in promoting the
University. If you would like to help then please
contact me at marketing@buckingham.ac.uk 

Professor Mike Cawthorne

Mike Cawthorne

School of
Science
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University News

Earlier instalments of this brief history of ‘the Loyal and
Ancient Borough of Buckingham’ explored the similarities
between the town in its first few centuries and salient features
of this University. If anything, as the town moved closer to the
present, the similarities become even more striking. 

Benefactors

Although the fifteenth century was a troubled time in the history of
England – the Wars of the Roses – it was something of a Golden
Age for Buckingham. The old Church – on the site of the present
Hunter Street graveyard – was extended and remodeled, the Latin
School was established and Barton’s Hospital and Guild Houses
(still to be seen in Church Street) were built. These initiatives were
of great benefit to the people of Buckingham, but it is important to
remember that they were made possible by private benefactions,
especially from Prebend Smythe and from members of the Barton
and Fowler families. Our University too has been created from
private benefactions – from Lord Tanlaw, Ralph Yablon, members
of the Rothschild, Weston and Sainsbury families and by local
benefactors such as Edward Legg. The story of the town and of the
University attests to the fact that carefully targeted gifts,
benefactions and legacies usually achieve more good than
indiscriminate state spending.

But there is another parallel with the fifteenth century. The
appearance of a town is important to identity and self-respect. The
benefactions of the Bartons, Fowlers and others were designed to
adorn and beautify the town of Buckingham. Some new buildings
were erected but others were adapted and improved. So it has been
with the University – a mixture of old and new but more old than
new: the ‘rescue’ of Yeomanry House, Istra Cottages, the Hunter
Street Library, Nortons House, the Old Town Mill and the Chandos
Road Building. All have been saved from likely destruction and
demolition and given a new role and purpose – preserving our links
with the past but adapting its legacy to modern purposes. Of course,
the next task is Prebend House … 

Reformation

In the sixteenth century, like the rest of the country, Buckingham
faced the great transformation of the Reformation. Like the rest
England, Buckingham’s initial response was not enthusiastic.
Indeed, Buckingham was the second town in England to declare for
the Catholic Queen Mary – in preference to her Protestant rival
Lady Jane Grey. Mary acknowledged her debt of gratitude to
Buckingham by granting its first Royal Charter – and Charters are
important both in the story of the town and of the University.
Of course, ours is an essentially secular institution and its members
are completely free to subscribe to any faith or to none - so
Buckingham’s response to the Reformation may not seem to have
much to do with the ideals of the University. But I think it has.
Buckingham showed that it was unwilling to take up new fashions
simply because they were new. Before they were accepted they
needed careful evaluation and valuable elements of the old order
must be preserved. The University parallel is in terms of educational
ideas – in our retention of the traditional tutorial system and in some
of the approaches developed in our of School of Education,
particularly in ways of teaching children to read. 

Civil War

There is one final parallel I would like to draw. Like the rest of the
country, Buckingham faced the trauma of Civil War in the 1640s.
The rights and wrongs of this conflict are still hotly debated –
indeed it one of the few things in which I differ from the Vice-
Chancellor, a ‘Roundhead’ in every sense of the word. But the point
is that, rightly or wrongly, Buckingham was for the King. In our
times, the University cherishes its links with the Crown. We are
proud that we have a Royal Charter, that HM the Queen visited us
in 1996 and that Lord Luce, a distinguished former Vice-Chancellor,
went on to become Lord Chamberlain of the Royal Household.

After a brief and rather unhappy Republican interlude, the
monarchy was restored in 1660. Buckingham entered a new phase
– to be explored in another instalment.

John Clarke
Professor of History and Secretary to Council

Charles I

History of the town of
Buckingham
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Visit to Singapore by Dr Frances
Robinson and Mrs Anne Hampton

During a visit to Singapore in December
2008, Dr Frances Robinson and Mrs
Anne Hampton were invited by Dr Lee
Suan Yew and his wife, to the launch of
their sonʼs new book. This is Lee Shaun
Tzenʼs first book and is entitled ʻWords
of Encouragement for Every New Dayʼ.
The book launch took place in The
Fullerton Hotel, which is a magnificently
converted old colonial building in the
centre of the business district.

In the photograph with Dr Robinson and
Mrs Hampton (seated front) are Dr Lee
Suan Yew, Buckingham Honorary
Graduate 2001 (centre back) and his
wife Pamelia, their son Shaun (far right)

and the senior management team of
Cambridge Business School in
Singapore. 

The main reason for the visit to
Singapore was to undertake an audit at
Cambridge Business School, who will be
teaching University of Buckingham
undergraduate degrees in Business and
Management, Hospitality and Tourism

Management and the MBA later this
year. This will be a first for Buckingham
in Singapore.

During the visit Dr Robinson and Mrs
Hampton were also able to meet with a
number of alumni who showed a great
deal of interest in setting up a
Buckingham Alumni group in Singapore.

The book launch

Report from
Singapore

Lectures
Tuesday 17th March 6.30pm
Annual Amnesty Lecture
Maggie Paterson - Amnesty International
UK Publishing and Design Manager
“The world under Apartheid”

Tuesday 21st April
Friends Annual Lecture
Simon Rees, Welsh National Opera

Tuesday 19th May 
Dr Harin Sellahewa, 
Biometrics & ID cards

Tuesday 26th May
Dr Glenn Patrick  The Large Hadron
Collider and the Rise of the Grid

Concerts
Wedensday 18th March 1.15pm
Akiko Kumakura (piano)
Performs Bach and Lizst

Wednesday 15th April
Geoffrey Saba Concert

For further details email
publicity@buckingham.ac.uk

The University of Buckingham Business
School and the Chartered Institute of
Marketing Thames Valley/Milton Keynes
members group are hosting a talk to be
given by Sir Stuart Hampson, the retired
Chairman of the John Lewis Partnership.

‘The John Lewis Partnership - creating an
enduring brand’ JLP used to be ‘one of the
nation’s best kept secrets’ - enjoying a devoted
following of regular shoppers but seeming to
avoid any public profile.  Now John Lewis
and Waitrose regularly win awards as ‘the
nation’s favourite retailers’.  Famous for being
owned by its staff and ‘never knowingly
undersold’, its highly principled approach to
business, customer service and community
responsibility provide competitive edge and
resilience to withstand challenging economic
times.

Venue is University of Buckingham, Ian
Fairburn Lecture Hall, Thursday 23rd April,

6.15 for 7pm start. Cost: CIM Studying
Members / University of Buckingham student
/ Staff: free, CIM Members £15. Non-
Members / Alumuni: £25 

Chartered Institute of Marketing

Advertising
With a circulation of 8,500, the

Independent would like to publicise
the businesses of alumni. 

The cost will be: quarter page £50
half page £100, full page £200

All in colour and based on A4 size
sheet.

Please contact
+44 (0)1280 820230

alumni@buckingham.ac.uk
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Obituaries

It is with great sorrow that the
University mourns the death of Helen
Desmond, a senior member of the Law
School, who finally lost her struggle
against cancer and died peacefully on 7
February.

Helen was a vibrant and courageous person
with a truly first class academic mind and a
wonderful wit. She had two careers in her
life, reaching the top in both of them. When
she joined the University in October 1988,
she had already had a distinguished career
as Legal Adviser and Company Secretary
in Industry and later as a Company Director
on the main board of Access Equipment.
She was also on the management
committee of the Engineering Employers
Federation. 

Later she relished the chance to develop a
second career in academia. Her ability to
analyse a problem and her determination to
solve it meant that she made a great
contribution to the Law School during the
late 1980s and mid-1990s as a senior
member of staff. She was the Founding
Director of our LLB Programme by part-
time study and it is largely due to her
energy and drive that it has become such a
successful programme today. 

Helen left the University in 1996 to go to
Leicester as Director of their International
Centre for Employment Law, but we were
lucky enough to tempt her back again in
2004 when she returned to the Law School
to run the LLM programme until she was
forced to take early retirement last year.

Helen was a brilliant administrator and
academic, but she also loved teaching. She
always took infinite pains with her students
and took great pride and joy in their
successes. It was characteristic of her sense
of responsibility to them that she suspended
her hospital treatment in order to attend the
graduation ceremony of her last cohort of
LLM students last March. 

Helen had a particularly unpleasant type of
inflammatory breast cancer and she
underwent extensive experimental and
aggressive treatment for over 18 months.It
was her dearest wish to see her son
graduate this summer and she faced every
hurdle to gain herself more time with
typical determination and good humour,
despite suffering greatly. She will be sadly
missed by all her friends, colleagues and
students and we extend our heartfelt
sympathy to her husband and son.

Charlotte Walsh
Senior Law Lecturer

It is with great sadness that the
University has learned of the death of
Mr Robert (Bobby) Gregory. He and his
wife, Dorothy, have most generously
sponsored ten students over the past 7
years and have been huge supporters of
Buckingham, staying in touch with staff
at the University and with the students
they have supported. Our thoughts are
with Dorothy Gregory at this time. 

Dr Terence Kealey, Vice-Chancellor of the
University said: “The Gregorys have been
true patrons of scholarship and of scholars
- and of freedom - and Bobby Gregory was
a great man. We are honoured to have an
association with the Gregorys, and their
name and their ideals will survive in the
students whose studies their endowment
will support indefinitely.”

Dr John Drew, Senior Lecturer in English
Literature, who tutored many of the
Gregory scholars and who kept in close
touch with Bobby and Dorothy Gregory
said: “The Gregorys were not only

wonderfully generous but keen to be
involved, even from afar, in the life of the
University.”

In the Autumn of 2003, John visited them at
their home in the Algarve. “We met in a
hotel,” John recalls, “and I had my wife and
two-year-old son with me. It was an odd
kind of encounter, none of us knowing
quite what form the meeting would take.
But within minutes, it was clear what we
were doing: just having a chat about life in
England and at Buckingham, and Bobby
and Dorothy were thrilled to be supporting
an independent-minded, entrepreneurial
place, where teaching and research could
thrive.”

Gifts were presented, of no great material
value (books by members of staff, some
University memorabilia, photographs of the
campus, and a copy of Baroness Thatcher’s
portrait painted during her time as
Chancellor), but the couple were pleased
even with such simple tokens of our
appreciation.

“He struck me as a very determined, but
warmly humorous man, very much a
Northerner. The University couldn’t have
had a kinder or more straightforward
benefactor.”

Phil came to the University to study for
our MA in Heritage and Tourism
Management in 1999 and has been a
resident of Buckingham for many years.
His totally unexpected death on August
31st 2008 came as a real shock to all,
especially to those who had seen him full
of life in the preceding days and weeks.
He suddenly found himself paralysed,
was admitted to hospital, diagnosed with
cancer of the spine and died very
quickly. 

This Gentle Giant had put his Buckingham
studies to great use working for the Chiltern
Open Air Museum at Chalfont St Giles.  He
loved his work and was always full of
stories about activities taking place at the
museum. His job remit seemed to be
extremely wide involving activities from
marketing and fund raising to arranging

Dr Helen Desmond

Dr Helen Desmond

Robert (Bobby)
Gregory

Phil Holbrook
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and hosting school visits as well as helping
with maintenance of the old buildings and
care of the Museum’s animals. He could
turn his hand to anything and was
obviously well respected and much loved
by his colleagues at the Museum.

Phil’s well-attended funeral took place on
a sunny day at the beautiful Oxford
Crematorium on Saturday 20th September
2008. A number of people from the
University were able to attend and these
included Angela Brown and her daughter,
Vicky, from Art History and Heritage
Management, and Phil’s close friends,
Karel and Nathalie Šlajs, who had come
over from their new home in Belgium.  My
wife, Louise, and I knew Phil well through
our friendship with Karel and Nathalie.
Karel had been a student in my
Department, Accounting and Finance,
when Nathalie, née Chanon, was a fellow
student and close friend of Phil in Art
History and Heritage Management.

The Humanist Funeral Service was
superbly conducted and featured three
tributes as well as some interesting music
which would have appealed to Phil.  The
first tribute, a very amusing one, was given
by two of Phil’s former colleagues in his
earlier career in broadcasting, the second
was a very moving and personal tribute by
our own Karel Šlajs and the third was a
very moving speech by Susan Shave,
Director of the Chiltern Open Air Museum.
There was no doubt that the Gentle Giant
was a much-loved friend of all these
people.

The music included ‘The Knightsbridge
March’ by Eric Coates and ‘The Big
Country’ by Jerome Moross and the
ceremony closed with a much loved
favourite of Phil, ‘The Hippopotamus
Song’ by Flanders and Swann. It was clear
that this amusing song lifted the spirits of
those attending, spirits, which were
saddened by the death of their much loved
relative and friend.  It was a privilege to be
there.

Professor David Pendrill
Emeritus Professor of Accounting &
Financial Management

As the new Director of Development, I
would like to thank the University of
Buckingham community for a
wonderful and warm welcome.
Following a fall of consulting for the
University, I arrived to work full-time at
Buckingham in January.

In the first few months I have met many
marvellous people, from the faculty to the
staff and alumni office and UBAA, to
students and alumni who care so much
about their Buckingham experience and
what it has done for them.  I have also
spoken with a wide range of donors and
people who want to further support the
University as well – recent graduates,
business leaders and professionals,
friends of the University – all people who
believe in Buckinghamʼs innovative,
student-centered approach to education
and in our independent nature.  It is clear
that the University has been able to grow in
size and quality thanks to their thoughtful
investment and consideration.

I have also now experienced snow in
England.  Not just a bit of snow, but lots of

snow over the course of two weeks.  I am
from New England in the United States,
more specifically from Vermont, where
snow tyres and chains and shovels are
standard winter kit and students at my
former uni celebrate Winter Carnival in
February with huge snow sculptures!  I am
very much looking forward to a very
different Buckingham February tradition,
Graduation, complete with spring flowers
and longer days.

To the Universityʼs newest alumni and their
parents and families, congratulations!  Your
Buckingham experience will be of great
value for years to come.  And to the rest of
the alumni and friends, thank you again for
the lovely welcome and I look forward to
seeing you at the many upcoming events
outlined in this issue of the Independent.

Julie Bressor
Director of Development

News from the
Development
Office

Julie Bressor

Quote of the Season
Dear Pam and the Alumni Office team,
Thank you all for the Birthday wishes.
I am very proud to be an alumnus of
Buckingham Uni. And must also
commend you all on the fantastic job
you are doing in keeping us all in
touch and up to date with the various
events. Thank you again and best
wishes,

Jessima Kumar LLB ’95

To All Alumni
This publication is for you and if you
would like input into the next issue,

please send comments and ideas to
Oushan Deeljore.

The next publication we produce will
contain more information, updating

you on where alumni are these days
and what they are up to.

Please Note:
Copy for the next issue required by

1st June 2009

www.buckingham.ac.uk
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I first began lecturing International Law
at Buckingham in 2000 on a part-time
basis and was appointed Professor of
International Law full time in September
2005.  

I taught and conducted research in the area of
International Law with an emphasis on
Comparative Human Rights and
Humanitarian Law (focusing on the laws of
war).  Whilst there I had a wide array of
experiences both in and out of the University
including, chairing a panel on the
International Criminal Court in Libya.  

This was an excellent opportunity to be part
of an historic turning-point in Libya’s re-
positioning itself in the international
community and its desire to understand
international law and new developments,
particularly relating to the Rome Statute
Establishing the International Criminal Court
which has jurisdiction over acts of genocide,
crimes against humanity and war crimes.  At
the conference, I met the defence team for
Saddam Hussein discussing their work as
lawyers on his case. 

Also I became Chairman of a Committee on
Nuclear Capacity, Non-Proliferation and
Contemporary International Law under the
International Law Association. The
committee considers competing legal
approaches to non-proliferation and
regulating nuclear weapons within the
contemporary context ultimately presenting
options for the future. It examines the legality
of the threat of nuclear weapons, uranium
enrichment and the testing and use of nuclear
weapons which continues to raise polemic
debate regarding the status and effectiveness
of international law in promoting non-
proliferation and regulating nuclear weapons.
Indeed, there will be a review of the Non-
Proliferation Treaty next year and I am
involved in this process, attending meetings
at the UN in New York. 

Also, in 2007 I was invited to partake in the
American Bar Association Conference
Section of International Law on “Sovereignty
and Humanity in International Law” held at
Oriel College, Oxford.  I presented a paper
entitled: Military Might versus Humanitarian
Catastrophe:  The Legal Status of Cluster
Munitions under International Law.  In
December 2008 in Oslo 94 states signed a
Convention on Cluster Munitions marking an
important development in this area and
protecting civilians.  Also at the American
Bar Association Conference I was the
discussant responding to a paper by Professor

Sir Nigel Rodley, Member of the UN Human
Rights Committee and former UN Special
Rapporteur on Torture under International
law.  This area has become more prominent
in recent time although there has been a
Convention Against Torture in force since
1987. 

During my tenure in the Law School I have
witnessed an increased interest in
International Law and indeed would say that
Buckingham students demonstrate a firm
grasp of the subject.  I have been most
impressed with their commitment to the
subject and their ability to understand and
present original views in discipline where
legal structures are often blurred by politics.
Last year I had the privilege of establishing a
specialist pathway in International Law on the
LLM which I see as a natural progress in
strengthening the international legal tradition
at Buckingham.

Although I am no longer at Buckingham, my
departure was with a heavy heart.  I have
enjoyed my time at Buckingham immensely
having had the pleasure and honour of
teaching and working with some very special
people who invariably put a human face on
the law and make the legal world a gentler
one for those in need of help. 

Professor Jonathan Black-Branch*

* Professor Black-Branch is currently
Professor of International and Comparative
Law at the University of Brighton, Professor
of International Law at Royal Holloway
University of London and Director of Law at
St. Benet’s Hall, Oxford University. 

Special People
who put a Human
Face on the Law

Professor Jonathan Black-Breach

Alumni Annual Fund
Greetings All! I have now been working at
the University for over 6 months now! Oh
how time flies. Iʼm glad to tell you that I am
still enjoying my job, as funny as that
may sound. In the last issue of
The Independent the Alumni Annual
Fund took on a new design. I hope you
like our re-design of it into a four-page
pullout in the centre of the last issue.

We have managed to put a substantial
amount of money from the AAF towards a
new minibus for the students.The next
item on the wish list is help towards
refurbishment of new recreational
facilities.

However, the flow of donations has been

quite slow. We all know that with the
current economic crisis, giving will
probably be right at the back of
your head but any amount would be
greatly appreciated.

Marian Okunola
Alumni Annual Fund & Country Groups
Co-ordinator
Tel: +44 (0)1280 820210
marian.okunola1@buckingham.ac.uk

Marian Okunola
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Alumni
Summer Party‘09
19th June 2009 | 7-11pm
Carpenter’s Arms, Tottenham Court Road,
Whitfield Street, London, W1T 4ET

Nearest Station: Goodge Street (0.1 miles), Warren Street (0.2 miles)

To book please contact Oushan Deeljore
before the 19th of June 2009 on:

Tel: +44 (0)1280 820230
Email: oushan.deeljore1@buckingham.ac.uk

A floral shrine and an aspiring publisher made me ashamed of my unkindness
Matthew Parris wrote this article for the ʻSpectatorʼ about his chance meeting with alumnus Charlotte Venn.
Visit: http://www.spectator.co.uk/print/the-magazine/columnists/3300226/another-voice.thtml for the full story.

Freedom to Choose at the University of Buckingham
Englandʼs only independent University, the University of Buckingham is using its freedom from government constraint to
offer students more choice at every stage. 
Read the full profile at: http://www.internationaleducationmedia.com/study/Buckingham_uni.htm

Bucking the system
The UKʼs only private university is led by an outspoken iconoclast, does not take part in the RAE and is home to ʻinternal
exilesʼ, mavericks and unabashed traditionalists. Matthew Reisz reports
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?sectioncode=26&storycode=404854

University Challenge: Public-private mix? The debate rumbles on
WIll privatisation in higher education mean compromise to corporate demands, or is it time state institutions got some
competition?  Of Britainʼs 325 institutions offering further and higher education, only one, the University of Buckingham,
is private. http://www.guardian.co.uk/universitychallenge/public-private. The Guardian, 20 January 2009. 
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