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The University of Buckingham is
growing in size and in reputation.

There has been a record student intake
for the last two registration terms and
this trend is set to be maintained as the
University’s appeal grows. It has
already topped the list of universities in
the students’ satisfaction survey, and
has recently been placed in 20th
position in the Independent newspaper
league tables.

The main challenge for the University
is therefore to cater for the academic
and social needs of an increasing
student population while maintaining
its high standards.

The recent acquisition of the Inov8 site
proves that the University is ready for
this.

The site, situated across the river behind
Hunter Street, consists of six acres of
land, much of it built upon, providing
150,000 square feet of internal floor
space. The first phase will see many of
these structures removed to create open
space. The central structure will be
retained within which it is hoped the
university is poised to meet many of its
future challenges.

One of the priorities of Phase One of
this project is to assemble the mass of
the students in one streamlined campus
instead of splitting them into two, as is
the case right now with the Hunter
Street campus and the Verney Park
campus. The faculties of Psychology,
Applied Computing and Law,
which make up the bulk of
the Verney Park campus, will
therefore move to the new site.

This will help to create a more
dynamic campus life which will be
beneficial not only to the students but
also the teaching and administrative
staff.

A new Learning Resource centre will
host the two existing libraries, a number
of the computer rooms, a space for
structured teaching and a number of
collaborative spaces, specifically set up
to allow for group studying.

The Inov8 site will also cater for the
social aspect of the University. There
will be a newly designed social venue
capable of housing considerably more
students than the existing one at the
TanlawMill. Along with these facilities
a new coffee shop will be provided.
The existing squash court and games
room will also be refurbished and
bought into service.

A new Residential Hall will also form
part of the project, providing an
estimated one hundred rooms with en-
suite facilities. Rooms will be arranged
in clusters of around twelve supported
by kitchen/dining facilities, common
rooms and laundry rooms.

Planning for Phase Two will commence
with a project to construct a Campus
Development Framework. Similar to
urban or town planning but within a
campus, the project will include
workshops involving all constituent
groups that make up the University,
especially staff, students and alumni.

The Independent magazine, as well as
the University website, will be
providing regular updates on the Inov8
project, and how it will link with
Prebend House.

To see the full Campus Development
Plan and key, please go to
http://tiny.cc/afphp

Students’ Report

University of Buckingham is now bigger
than ever

A view free for all

The addition of the former Inov8 site
doubles the current size of the University. It
would also be the future home to the
academic departments that are presently
housed in the Franciscan Building.

Breathtaking: Hailsham House from the
new Law School. The next cover picture
for our prospectus or a postcard, perhaps?
Fantastic.

Inov8

Ashwin & Andrew

This page was put together by our
Journalism Students (above). Should
you wish them to write about you, please
contact publicity@buckingham.ac.uk
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Campus Developments
History The first clear evidence of Prebend

House is in John Speedʼs map of
1610. It is possible that some of the
interior actually dates from that
time.

The name Prebend(ary) is given to
quite a lot of buildings in this part of
Buckinghamshire and John Speed's
map shows a large house, Prebend
End Manor on the site of the Island Car
Park.

Like other houses on Hunter Street in
the 17th century, Prebend House was
probably occupied by a tanner and the
Speed map shows tanning pits in the
gardens between the house and the
river. The preparation of leather was an
important industry in Buckingham in the
past and much of it was sent to
Northampton, which became the most
important national centre for boot and
shoe making.

Like many old Buckingham houses,
Prebend House was re-modelled in the

early 19th century to give it a more
modern and fashionable exterior. We
see the early 19th century front of the
house that faces Hunter Street today.
At this time also some elegant
panelling was installed in rooms on the
ground and first floors, although sadly
vandals have destroyed this in recent
years.

In the late 19th century and early 20th
century Mr Rogers, a prominent figure
in the town and several times Mayor,
occupied Prebend House. His
business, that of an agricultural
merchant, took up many of the
buildings on the present Hunter Street
site. He was well known nationally as a
breeder of champion shire horses.

Rogers was an enthusiastic supporter
of the Temperance Movement and
welcomed the Salvation Army of
Buckingham. It is known that the
founder of the Salvationist movement,
General Booth, was a regular guest of
the Rogers family at Prebend House.Prebend House 1913

Restoration

In 2010 the University commissioned
builders to commence work on the
first phase of the restoration of
Prebend House.

The architect's drawing (above) shows
the proposed north elevation to Hunter
Street as an indication of how it should
look upon completion. This reflects the
building's former 19th century glory,

illustrated by the photo (at the top)
taken in c. 1913.

The work is now underway and the
garden has been extensively cleared to
facilitate site access, taking care to
preserve a number of trees. The single

and two storey additions to the south
and north have been demolished in line
with recommendations from the
Historical Society, thereby highlighting
the original proportions of this listed

building with its imposing stucco
classical façade.

The first phase objectives are
principally to stabilise the building,
render it safe and prevent further
deterioration. It will also ensure that the
roof is watertight to allow further work
to be carried out on the interior of the
building.

The University plans to restore the
façade of Prebend House including the
windows, porch and railings to the front
of the building. This work should be
completed by September 2010 which
should see Prebend House making a
very welcome return to glory, as well as
possibly making Hunter Street / Nelson
Street an attraction owing to the quality
of the historic buildings on display.

Prebend House will be another major
property in the University of
Buckingham portfolio of listed and
historic buildings which it has managed
to maintain or restore within this area
of Buckingham and will be linked to the
new site as part of the overall campus
plan.

Article by Robin Harding with
additional material provided by
Professor John Clarke Photos
provided by Robin Harding.

Architects drawing of how Prebend House will look
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As everybody knows, the climate is
changing. But as everybody does not
know, the changes in the climate are
hard to chronicle accurately.

People worry about our current global
warming but during the Medieval Warm
Period, about 1000 years ago, temperatures
were apparently higher than today, and
British wine makers grew grapes
comfortably on the South Downs. About
500 years ago, however, we fell into the
Little Ice Age, when log fires could be lit
safely on the thick ice that covered the
River Thames in winter – whereupon,
about a century ago, we embarked on the
current era of warming.

But in 1988 Dr Michael Mann and his
colleagues from the University of
Massachusetts published a paper in Nature,
the prestigious research journal, disputing
the conventional story of swingeing lurches
in temperature over the last millennium.
Mann et alia argued, instead, that the data
from tree rings, earth cores and ice samples
showed that temperatures had been steadily
cooling over the last millennium, and that
only over the last century had they
suddenly started to change, rising
dramatically in recent decades.

Mann et alia had, therefore, airbrushed the
Medieval Warm Period and the Little Ice
Age out of history, to replace them with a
graph shaped as a Hockey Stick (it is
known as the Hockey Stick Graph) which

portrayed a terrifying scenario of
contemporary man-made global warming
leading imminently to the near-destruction
of life on this planet. More than any other
single piece of research, it was the Hockey
Stick graph that led to Nobel Prizes for Al
Gore and for the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC), as well as to
the conversion of all responsible people
into climate change warriors.

But there was a problem with the Nature
paper by Mann et alia. On examination, it
was not clear that the data it proclaimed
were sound. Rather, it seemed that 'Mann
et alia had not interpreted their data series
in a way that was statistically robust and
had produced a questionable conclusion.

Itwas certainly questionedbyRossMcKitrick,
(see photo below) who is an economist from
the University of Guelph, near Toronto in
Canada. McKitrick, together with his near-
neighbour Steve McIntyre, an analyst of
mining companies, who started to ask some
pertinent questions of the authors of theMann
paper; to their astonishment they could not get
satisfactory answers.

In their naivety, McKitrick and McIntyre had
supposed that journals such as Nature and
academics like Mann had an obligation to
release their raw data and computer codes to
anyone who asked. Instead, in the face of
questioning, too many climate change
researchers have reiterated the response of
Professor Phil Jones of the Climatic Research
Unit of the University of EastAnglia when he
too was asked to release his data:- “Why”

Jones asked “should I make the data available
to you when your aim is to try and find
something wrong with it?”

After years of investigation however,
McKitrick and McIntyre finally established
that the Mann Nature paper didn’t have
‘something’wrong with it: rather, it contained
few things that were right. The Medieval
Warm Period and the Little Ice Age were
indeed real, and the current rate of global
warming –while detectable – need cause little
alarmwhen viewed historically.

What has this story to do with Buckingham?
Simple: we were privileged recently to host
RossMcKitrick and his familywhen he took a
sabbatical in our School of Humanities. Ross
took advantage of Buckingham’s traditions of
truth-seeking to take a study break in a friendly
university.

Because the problem with truth-seeking is
that not all universities are friendly to it. As
AndrewMontford exposed in his 2010 book
The Hockey Stick Illusion, colleagues who
seek to protect their research grants and to
protect their access to politicians and the
media unfortunately, deride scholars who
question the global warming consensus. But
Buckingham was created in part to protect
brave scholars from academic protectionism,
and Ross’s sojourn here was born of our
support for courageous iconoclasm.

When he disproved many of the assertions of
the global warming industry, Ross McKitrick
emerged as one of themost important thinkers
on the planet.Andwhen he took his sabbatical
here, he honoured us all.

Dr Mannʼs article was published in Nature

From the Vice-Chancellor

Ross McKitrick

Dr Terence Kealey,
Vice-Chancellor
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The two main events in the University
calendar will be taking place on the same
day this year.

The University of Buckingham Alumni
Association (UBAA) had already picked
the 4th September as the date for their
Annual General Meeting and when Lord
Tanlaw was appointed Chancellor of the

University upon the retirement of Sir
Martin Jacomb, it seemed an ideal
opportunity to hold the Installation
Ceremony on the same date and combine
two high profile events, thus enhancing
both.

As the Vice-Chancellor said in one of his
previous messages “Lord Tanlaw was one
of the University’s founders and one of its
first major donors (supporting the
development and refurbishment of Istra
House, Istra Cottages and the TanlawMill,
formerly Old Town Mill). He will be
succeeding Sir Martin Jacomb, who has
won so many hearts by virtue of his
leadership. We hope we can use the
Installation for a multiple celebration of
these two wonderful men, the annual
meeting of the University of Buckingham
Alumni Association and the University's
current happy circumstances.”

Details for the day:

The Installation ceremony will be taking
place on the morning of Saturday, 4th

September at the Parish Church of St
Peter & St Paul (where the Graduation
ceremonies are held), followed by a garden
party and lunch for all the guests on
campus.

The afternoon will begin with the AGM.
This will be followed by seminars that are
being arranged by UBAA in the Chandos
Road Building on the theme of
‘Government Intervention – Friend or
Foe?’ with some high profile speakers.
Drinks and a dinner in the TanlawMill will
follow the seminars for any alumni wishing
to attend. The “icing on the cake” will be a
party arranged for all alumni, staff and
students to celebrate both the Installation
and the anniversary of the first year of your
Alumni Association. We hope you can
come. Please let us know on
alumni@buckingham.ac.uk.

Anne Matsuoka
PR/Alumni Relations Officer
Tel: +44 (0)1280 820338
Email: anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk
Web: www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumnet/

Editor’s News

Even in my short time working at the
University I have come to realise how
kind and thoughtful our alumni are.

So far this year the Alumni Annual Fund
(AAF) has received gifts or pledges to the
value of almost £7,000 towards our total
of £20,000. Obviously there is still a long
way to go but this is a tremendous start.

As a result of this the Alumni Office are
delighted to announce that they have
been able, via the AAF, to purchase a 22-
Channel Mixer (Allen and Heath

ZED22FX 22-Channel Mixer with USB
Interface) for the Students' Union. The
mixer allows the operator to control
various inputs such as guitars, drums and
microphones and is perfect for mixing live
events. The mixer also has in-built sound
effects and can be easily connected to a
computer to record events. The mixer will
significantly improve the overall musical
experience at the various events run by
the SU.

The Alumni Office would like to thank all
those alumni who have made donations

to the AAF, without whom this purchase
would not have been possible. The AAF
is of enormous importance to the
University and will enable us to continue
our programme of expansion and our
constant efforts to improve the students'
experience. Among other things it will
help finance small but vital projects that
all help to enhance the students' lives
while they are here.

I also had the privilege of going to
the Annual Dinner, which this year took
place at the House of Lords. This is a
wonderful opportunity for Donors,
Honorary Graduates, Alumni and other
distinguished guests, all of whom have
the University as a common interest, to
gather together.

I also attended the Alumni Summer Party
in London which was held at the
Carpenterʼs Arms. This was a really
enjoyable evening meeting both alumni
and current students who came together
to catch up and network, but more about
this later in the magazine.

Dominic Randall (MBA ’09)
Alumni Support Co-Ordinator
alumni@buckingham.ac.uk

Dominic Randall, Neil Philips & Alon Fosman

Anne Matsuoka
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University News
Our New
Chancellor:
Lord Tanlaw

We are very pleased to announce
that, following the unanimous
recommendation of Council, members
of the University have now ratified
Lord Tanlaw’s appointment as our new
Chancellor.

Since the grant of our Royal Charter in
1983, we have been fortunate to enjoy the
help and support of three extremely able
and distinguished Chancellors: Lord
Hailsham (1984-1993), Lady Thatcher
(1993-1998) and Sir Martin Jacomb (1998-
2010). Everyone will know that the
Chancellor, wearing splendid robes,
presides at our Graduation Ceremonies in
Buckingham Church. It is from the
Chancellor that graduates and honorary
graduates receive their degrees. For many,
the moment of shaking hands with the
Chancellor is one of the most important in
their whole lives. But Chancellors are not
just ceremonial figures; they do a great deal
for the University behind the scenes.

Perhaps the most important qualification
for a Chancellor is real interest in and
commitment to the university. In fact,
Simon Tanlaw is one of our staunchest and
most long-standing supporters. He was
involved with the plan to set up an
independent university from the outset and
so, in one way or another, he has been
involved with us for nearly forty years. He
has served on Council and other University
committees and has been a generous
benefactor. The TanlawMill is named after

him and Istra Cottages after a member of
his family.

As befits a Chancellor of a university that
draws its students from all over the world,
Lord Tanlaw – he became a Life Peer in
1971 – is very much an international man.
He was born in what was then Bengal and
Lady Tanlaw comes originally from
Malaysia. He was a director of the great
firm, Inchcape, founded by an ancestor,
from 1967 to the mid 1990s. He currently
owns Fandstan Electric Group, a railway
and engineering company. He sits in the
House of Lords as a crossbencher and takes
a particular interest in energy conservation,
global warming and the environment. He
has a keen amateur interest in horology and
has played a leading role in urging a change
to the UK’s time zone by moving it forward
by one hour.

We all congratulate Lord Tanlaw on his
appointment. He will be installed as
Chancellor at a ceremony in Buckingham
on Saturday, 4th September. We are sure he
will be a splendid Chancellor.

John Clarke

Lord Tanlaw

£60,000 for university degree as
students are forced to go private
Record competition for university places is
likely to force growing numbers of students
to spend up to £60,000 on private college
degrees.

"The University of Buckingham charges
£8,000 a year for fast-track, two-year
degrees. Debbie Millns, Buckingham's
Admissions Manager, said she expected
more students to apply this summer. "We
are looking at a campaign to contact
students who have failed to gain a place at
their chosen university," she said.

Leading schools said they would not
hesitate to recommend private universities
to sixth-formers, growing numbers of
whom are considering studying inAmerica.

Martin Stephen, high master of St Paul's
School in Barnes, said he was "immensely
impressed" by some of the teaching offered
at Buckingham.
This is London, 13th May

Private universities 'to expand' to
fill places gap
A university leader is forecasting an
expansion in private universities, as
students face a shortage of places.

"This could include overseas universities
opening campuses in the UK or offering
online degree courses.

Paul Marshall, head of the 1994 Group of
Universities, says he expects a shift
towards encouraging "private providers to
enter the market place".

Pressure on public spending is limiting
University places and this year will see
record numbers missing out.

Universities Minister David Willetts has
warned that there needs to be a more
flexible and affordable way of delivering
more degree courses.

There are already specialist private
institutions offering degree courses where
students can get financial support.

But there are only a handful of private
institutions offering the range of courses of
the kind associated with a traditional
University, with the most prominent being
the University of Buckingham.
BBC News, 22 June

Buckingham in the News
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University News
Starters Dr Julian Richards has joined the

School of Humanities as a full-time
lecturer in Security Studies.

Although Dr Richards has been part of
the department on a part-time basis for
18 months, jointly founding the University
of Buckingham's Centre for Security and
Intelligence Studies (BUCSIS) in 2008
alongside Professor Anthony Glees, he
has now come fully on board. Dr Richards
is lecturing on the MA in Security and
Intelligence Studies, and on the MA in
Global Affairs (Global Security). He also
leads an MPhil/DPhil class in Security
and Intelligence Studies.

Dr Richards gained a PhD from the
University of Cambridge in 1993 on the
subject of political violence in southern
Pakistan. He then took up a career
in government, working for 17
years at Government Communications

Headquarters (GCHQ). Towards the end
of this period he re-entered academia by
becoming a Research Fellow at Brunel
University, before moving with Professor
Glees to set up BUCSIS at Buckingham
in 2008.

Dr Richards has written extensively on
terrorism, political violence, intelligence
issues, and the geopolitics of the
Pakistan/Afghanistan region. His first
book, "The Art and Science of
Intelligence Analysis" (Oxford University
Press) was published in May. He is an
Associate of the Pakistan Security
Research Unit (PSRU) at Bradford
University, and a member of the
European Ideas Network (EIN). His
current research interests revolve around
security policy, particularly the UK's
Counter Terrorism Strategy (CONTEST),
global security issues, and processes of
radicalisation and extremism.

Dr Julian Richards

Leavers

My name is Cassandra Leegwater. I
am a student from Belgium, doing
my internship here at the University
of Buckingham and it has been my
honour to assist in the Department
of Economics and International
Studies during this period.

At first when I arrived I didnʼt know
anyone here but that quickly changed.
Linda and Kitty (the intern who was
here when I came) introduced me to a
lot of people from all over the world and
some of them became very close
friends.

Mr Rees made me feel very welcome
and acted like Santa the first couple of
weeks I was here by bringing an apple

to everyoneʼs office every day. He used
to tease me about the fact that Belgian
chocolate was not the best in the world
and one day he brought me an English
bar of chocolate to prove his point.
I must admit that it was very nice.

At Buckingham I experienced my first
real Graduation. I got to see all the
happy students and smiling faces
during these two wonderful days. The
ceremony, the gowns, the hats… We
donʼt do that back in Belgium. I love the
fact that it is such a big event here in
England. I attended the Swan Ball in
the evening and this was just an
outstanding event. Everyone wore their
nicest dress and tuxedo and looked
utterly amazing! I can most certainly
conclude that it was a successful
evening.

I came to Buckingham 3 months ago
and sadly enough I am leaving again in
just a few weeks. My experience here
has been very enriching and it has
been a delight having been able to
spend it surrounded by so many
wonderful people. As a result of my
outstanding experience here in
England, I have decided to apply for a
degree programme at the London
College of Fashion and I am hoping to
start as soon as possible.

Cassandra Leegwater – Intern,
Department of Economics and
International Studies

Cassandra Leegwater

“A Monograph
on some
British
Desmids”

Professor Alan Brook

Professor Alan Brook (Emeritus
Professor) with his latest book,
"A Monograph on some British
Desmids" by A J Brook and D B
Williamson. The book is published
by the Ray Society, which was
instituted in 1844 and is volume 172
of the series of monographs they
publish on Natural History.
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University News
Edinburgh
Marathon

On Sunday 23rd May 2010 Dr Graham
Melling, Lecturer in Law at the
University of Buckingham ran in the
scorching heat of the Edinburgh
Marathon in aid of Breast Cancer Care.

To see him on his way the Law School's
Student Law Society, dressed in their pink
t-shirts, held a cake sale in the foyer of the
Law School, providing students and staff
with a delicious assorted array of pink
cakes. The sale of the cakes was very well
supported, raising a fantastic total of £200
in aid of the Breast Cancer Care charity.
This has been further added to by donations
by members of staff and students bringing
the total raised to date by the Law School to
£350. Dr Melling would wholeheartedly
like to thank the students who made such a
fantastic effort and the staff for their
generous donations.

The impact of Breast Cancer is something
that is keenly felt within the Law School
with the passing of one of our own, Dr
Helen Desmond, on 7th February 2009.
Helen worked in the Law School during
two periods: 1988-1996 and 2004-2009.
Helen was a vibrant and courageous person
with a truly first class academic mind and a
wonderful wit. She was survived by her
husband and son and is greatly missed by
all her friends, colleagues and students.

If any person would like to make
a donation to Breast Cancer Care
they can do so simply via:
www.justgiving.com/Graham-Melling
(payments through this site are made
directly to the charity) or, they can make a
cash donation via Ms Sheena Hopkins in
the Law School.Dr Melling and members of the Student

Law Society

The Buckingham & District
University of the Third Age (U3A)
was established in 1998 and
currently has over 500 members. On
Thursday 26 May 20 members of the
U3A Buckingham Local History

Group visited the University of
Buckingham.

John Clarke, Professor of History, gave
a guided tour of the campus and talked
about the history of the buildings and
the University. As a person whose
family has lived in the area for
generations (his great-grandfather was
a village blacksmith at Lillingstone
Dayrell) Professor Clarkeʼs work on the
history of the towns of Buckingham and
Brackley has been greatly appreciated
by the local community. Professor
Clarke has been associated with the
University of Buckingham and its
predecessor, the University College at
Buckingham, from the start of the
project in 1976. He delighted the
visitors, all keen local historians, with
his presentation.

Many remembered the dilapidated
state of the site before the University
renovated the buildings, and
commented on how well the new
buildings blended with the old. The
landscaped University grounds were
admired and everyone agreed that the
setting is beautiful. After the tour the
visitors enjoyed a buffet lunch in the
Universityʼs Refectory before departing.

Professor Clarke lecturing members of
the Buckingham & District U3A

U3A historians visit the
University

To All Alumni
This publication is for you and if you
would like input into the next issue,

please send comments and ideas to
Anne Matsuoka

anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk

The next publication we produce will
contain more information, updating

you on where Alumni are these days
and what they are up to.

Please Note:
Copy for next issue required by

1 October 2010

www.buckingham.ac.uk
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A Personal Perspective
Motor Neurone Disease (MND) is a
progressive neurodegenerative disease
that attacks the upper and lower motor
neurones. Degeneration of the motor
neurones leads to weakness and wasting
of muscles, causing increasing loss of
mobility in the limbs, and difficulties
with speech, swallowing and breathing.
According to the MND Association the
prevalence, or number of people, living
with MND at any one time is
approximately seven in every 100,000. One
such person is Chris Woodhead, former
Chief Inspector of Schools (1994 - 2000)
and currently the Sir Stanley Kalms
Professor of Education here at the
University of Buckingham, who has kindly
agreed to share his experience of having
MND.

“You wake up one day and you wonder
why your leg or your arm feels a bit odd.

Strangely weak, perhaps. You dismiss the
anxiety and carry on with your life.
Eventually, you decide you’d better see
your GP.
Mine smiled and said there was probably
nothing wrong, but that he would refer me
to a neurologist. ‘She’s very nice’, he
added, ‘a lot of them are a bit cold’. Maybe
it’s because they have to deal with some of
the nastiest diseases known to man.
Thanks, I thought, and beat a hasty retreat.
A few months later I saw my consultant.
She was nice, and she knew, immediately,
that all wasn’t well. There’s no specific test
for MND so it took a week or so, but I was
back pretty quickly and she was doing her
best to find the right words.
I wonder, actually, why any doctor chooses
to specialise in neurology. There is no cure
for MND, nothing they can do but measure
the rate of decline. There is a drug called
riluzole, which extends life by, on average,
two months. Fifty per cent of MND
patients die within 14 months of diagnosis.
Ten per cent live longer than five years.
It’s now almost four years since I was
diagnosed. Looking back, I reckon I’ve
had the disease since around 2000. So I am
one of the fortunate ones. The downside of
a slow decline is, of course, that you
experience a protracted death. There is
plenty of time to think. ‘I sometimes
wonder’, my consultant once said to me,
whether it would be better to wake up
paralysed after a car crash, or to have MND

and watch the paralysis take effect, day by
day, week by week.
Which fate would you prefer? Probably, up
to a point, like me, you would plump for
the extra time. But where’s the point?
When you can’t walk? Wash yourself?
Turn over in bed? Breathe unaided? When
does the quality of life deteriorate to the
point when life becomes unliveable?
It’s the question every MND patient must
ask themselves. That said, strange though
it may seem, there are, positives. MND
does not affect the mind. You still know
those who love you and look after you. If
you can find the words, you have the time
to say goodbye. Experiences become more
intense, too, when you know you may not
live much longer. Last autumn, for
example, the trees in the Nantgwynant
valley as we drove down towards
Beddgellert, near where we live, had never
seemed to me more poignant in their
golden beauty. And I’m amazed at how I
have adjusted to a life I never thought I
would be able to endure. We sat in a garden
in Cornwall three weeks ago and I was
pretty content. If you’d told me five years
ago that I could put up with not being able
to visit my favourite beach in the world,
Treen, I would have laughed. But it’s true.
I can.
What can you do? What can any of us do,
MND patients or not? There’s only one
option in life, and that’s to take each day as
it comes. And to wring as much
satisfaction out of it as you can.”

“I first became aware of the impact of
MNDwhen fellow Buckingham alumnus
Stephen Hands was diagnosed with it.
He was just thirty and had everything to
live for. At that age I think we believed
ourselves immortal and it was a shock to
discover that we are not.

With the help of Stephen’s family, friends
and many Buckingham alumni we set about
raising money to fund research into this
terrible disease. Although Stephen talked
about hanging on for a cure, in reality he
was happy to do all that he could to prevent
others from sharing his horrible fate. The
initial aim in 2000 was to raise £50,000 but
this was far exceeded through a climb of
the Eiger, a photographic exhibition at The
Trafalgar Hotel in London, a Gala Dinner
and similar events.

Ten years on, I am still working closely
with the Motor Neurone Disease
Association. It is hard to turn your back
when so much needs to be done, and so
much could be achieved with a bit of help.
Among my most recent projects was The
Stephen Hawking Garden for MND at The
Chelsea Flower Show, sponsored by
Brewin Dolphin. Visits by Professor
Hawking and HM The Queen ensured we

received very good publicity. Also, a Pro
Am Golf Tournament which raised close to
£200,000.

Over the past few years £15 million has
been raised to set up a Research Foundation
which has made great progress, funding
forty one research programs. Through
these programs genes have been identified
which help to build up a picture of MND
and once we can discover the cause we
have a better chance of finding an effective
treatment. Of course the more money we
raise the more we can accelerate research
and the more support and care we can offer
those 5,000 people who are living with the
disease in this country.”

Isabel Keen (Economics '90)

More information about MND can be
found on the MND Association website
at www.mndassociation.org

Isabel Keen

Professor Chris Woodhead
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University of Buckingham

It has been over a year since (as Tino
Sarantis poetically put it) “the UBAA
flame was ignited” and what a busy year
it has been for all the directors as
building the new Alumni Association
from scratch proved to be a challenging
process. It was a delight to see
alumni representing different intakes,
nationalities and ways of life discussing,
the best way forward.

I am glad to confirm that a year later, under
Tino’s leadership, we were able to build
the foundation for the UBAA. Sadly, in the
course of the last few months three
directors, including Tino, decided to resign
owing to pressure of work and difficulties
in combining their professional and UBAA
duties.

Following the Alumni Association's most
recent Board meeting in June I was elected
as the new Chairman and I am delighted to

be working closely with Lorinda Long
who was re-elected as Vice-Chairman.

Now we are searching for three new
directors who are equally passionate about
the UBAA. If you have a sense of humour,
patience, professional expertise, don’t
mind waking up early on Saturday
morning in order to join us for a meeting
and more importantly if you feel that you
can offer something to the UBAA and the
University please contact us and tell us
more about yourself.

AGM
You might have learned from the June
Alumni Update that the forthcoming
UBAA Annual General Meeting (AGM)
that was due to be held in the Houses of
Parliament on the 4th September 2010 will
take place on the same day but it will now
be held in Buckingham. This will allow us
to combine the alumni event with the most
prestigious event in the University
calendar for 2010 - the Installation of the
new Chancellor, Lord Tanlaw.

In addition to theAGM, the UBAAwill be
organizing a forum themed ‘Government
Intervention – Friend or Foe?’with a series
of speakers being lined up to make
presentations during the afternoon after the
Installation ceremony. The afternoon
activities will be followed by a dinner with
a distinguished speaker delivering the
speech and a University party.

Networking Events
In the meantime, we hope you will be able
to attend one of the networking events
being organised by the Networking and

Events Chair, Marian Okunola. Each event
targets a specific group of alumni who
graduated within certain years, giving
them a chance to catch up with long lost
Buckingham friends and acquaintances.
The next two events in 2010 are on 23rd
September and 22nd October for those
who graduated between, 1995-2001 and
1990-1996 respectively. Please note that
other alumni are more than welcome to
attend these events so please do not limit
yourself to your particular graduation
group!

We have many more networking plans for
the forthcoming months so please stay in
touch and check the Alumni Updates.
Please also remember that the UBAA’s aim
is not only to connect alumni and enhance
networking, but also to increase global
awareness of the University of
Buckingham, and to foster stronger
relations between the University and its
alumni. With this in mind we look forward
to meeting with you and talking to you at
one of the UBAA events.

If you are interested in attending any of
our events please send an email
to: alumni@buckingham.ac.uk. More
information on the AGM, together with a
full list of the speakers and the forum
timetable will be provided on the Alumni
pages of the University’s website and in
the Alumni Monthly Updates. In the
meantime, hold the weekend of 4th and 5th
September 2010 in your diaries and book
your flights as we hope to see you here!

Suzanna Tomassi (Service Management
’02) Chairman, UBAA

Suzanna Tomassi UBAA Chairman

Invitation
Invitation to the Installation of Lord Tanlaw as the new

Chancellor of the University of Buckingham & UBAA AGMmeeting
All Alumni are invited to join the celebrations following the Installation of our new Chancellor, Lord Tanlaw, on Saturday

September 4th 2010. You would be most welcome to attend the Garden Party, the AGM of the University of Buckingham
Alumni Association (UBAA) , and a fabulous party for all alumni, students and staff to be held in the evening.

There will be a dinner in the Staff Dining Room prior to the party, so please do book early as seats are limited.
The timetable will be:

12:30 Garden Party and buffet lunch on Hunter Street Campus, University of Buckingham
15:00 AGM followed by talks on "Government Intervention - Friend or Foe"

18:00 Drinks in the Tanlaw Mill followed by dinner
20:00 Alumni-Staff-Student party

If you wish to attend the Garden Party and buffet lunch or the afternoon and/or evening events please contact the
Alumni Office on alumni@buckingham.ac.uk. The deadline for applying will be Friday, 20th August 2010.

There will be no charge for any of these events.
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Alumni Association (UBAA)

One of our missions in re-forming the
alumni association is to reconnect
alumni. To this end we have organised a
series of alumni gatherings in London
for specific alumni year groups.

The first gathering was held at Bistro-K,
one of south Kensington’s best eateries, on
29th April 2010 for alumni who graduated
between 1980 and 1986. On arrival at
Bistro-K, the alumni were served with fine
wines and canapés in its private bar and
lounge area for a more intimate experience.
Below you will be able to see what some
alumni had to say about the gathering. I
would like to extend big thanks to Francois
De La Croix Vaubois (Business Studies
’89), who helped us with securing the
venue and Sevim Cesim, Bistro-K's
director, for her hospitality and sponsoring
the food and drinks.

Our last alumni gathering was held on
Friday 2nd July 2010 for alumni who
graduated between 1985 and 1991 at
Bistro-K. Following this, there will be
gatherings on 23rd September and 22nd
October 2010 for alumni who graduated
between 1995-2001 and 1990-1996
respectively. Keep your eyes open for your
personal invitation to a UBAA gathering
for your year groups.

What the alumni said:

“After graduating 25 years ago, the
reunion held at Bistro-K in central London
was a particularly fitting occasion to
reconnect with past alumni in a relaxed and
enjoyable setting".
Alex Morritt (Business Studies ‘85)

“It was nice to see alumni from different
departments, many of whom seem to have
lived on Page Hill! It was a great and
enjoyable evening, and we look forward to
the next one. Many thanks, Freda”.
Freda Owusu -Sekyere (Politics, Economics
and Law ‘83)

"As Vice-Chairman of the UBAA, I was
happy to see such an enthusiastic gathering
at the first of our regular events for
Alumni, not to mention the fab food and
surroundings! It was a joy to go down
memory lane with people I have not seen
for so many years and I look forward to the
next one."
Lorinda Long (Law ’84)

Bistro-K has a warm and relaxed
atmosphere and serves some of the finest
recipes of traditional French cuisine.
Bistro-K is situated at 117-119 Old
Brompton Road, London, SW7 3RN
and you can check it out at
www.bistro-k.co.uk.
Marian A Okunola (LLB ’08)
Chair, Networking & Events Committee
UBAA

Marian Okunola

Bistro-K Guests

Lost Alumni
We like to keep in touch with all our
alumni but have lost touch with the
following, so if you know where
they are, please let us know
at alumni@buckingham.ac.uk or ask
them to contact us at the same email
address.

Thank you for your help.

Abdulrauf Abba (LLB '99)

Mohammed Abdul Ghani (LLB '97)

Lara Abo-Taleb (LLB '92)

Margaret Adam (LLB '84)

Kunbi Ademola-Thomas (LLB '97)

Matthew Adeoti (LLB '91)

Olufolake Adewunmi (LLB '85)

Ngozi Adiele (LLB '97)

Martin Afshari-Mehr (LLB '98)

Adetokunbo Agoro (LLB '90)

Kashaf Ahmad-Basit (LLB '93)

Shahnaz Ahmed (LLB '92)

Edwin Aimufua (LLB '89)

Irubusi Akenzua (LLB '85)

Adejoke Akin-Taylor (LLB '89)

Olatinuke Akinwunmi (LLB '82)

Mohammed Akram (LLB '84)

Mohammad Al Dallal (LLM '98)

Okunwa Alakija (LLB '82)

Khadijah Alao-Straub (LLB '96)

Shariq Ali (LLB '96)

Ansiey Ali (LLB '01)

Emmerencia Alintah (LLB '80)

Asmau Aliyu (LLB '94)

Nicholas Allam (LLB '99)

Mohd Allani (LLB '87)

Andrew Allfrey (LLB '93)

Rana Al-Mudhaf (LLB '00)

Moriam Alogba (LLB '87)
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Alumni News
There aremany reasonswhy theUniversity
of Buckingham keeps coming top of the
lists of student survey polls. While the
standards of education that it has set have
helped it create its own niche among the
more traditional universities in the United
Kingdom, it is the experience shared
among its students in the pursuit of their
degrees that is really unique.

The relatively small size of the University, as
well as its dedication to both the educational
and the social life on campus, help create a
bond among these students that is not
common elsewhere in the country’s
universities. The annual alumni party
epitomises this bond.

The Carpenter’s Arms in London was the
venue for this year’s party, and it offered a

number of current students the chance tomeet
some of their predecessors, and towitness the
fact that they never really left the University,
no matter how many years ago they
graduated. The sense of camaraderie was still
there, even among those who had studied at
theUniversity over a decade ago. Peoplewho
had not met each other in years were
reminiscing about life on campus as if they
were still living in Hailsham or Beloff, and
struggling towake up for these tiresome early
morning classes. The years rolled back as the
food and drinks were served and shared.

The party was also a singular treat for the
current students who attended it. Not only did
theymake some valuable contacts that should
prove useful as their own graduations draw
near, but it also anchored them firmly in to the
traditions of the University.

As it turned out, the gap between current and
past students at theUniversity ofBuckingham
is a narrow one owing to the significant work
achieved by itsAlumni Network. The alumni
have a perfect platform through the network’s
website, its monthly emails, as well as the
publication of the Independent, and all these

contribute to maintain and nurture the links
that they have with the University.

It was a remarkable experience, and a lot
of those who were present are already
anticipating next year’s get-together.

Ashwin Dawotal (Communication (EFL) and
Media Studies)

If you would like to keep, or get, in contact
with alumni please register on AlumNet at:
https://extranet.buckingham.ac.uk/alumnet/

Summer Party 2010

TheAlumni SummerParty 2010–A remarkable experience

Most of us in our childhoods have
had someone, other than a parent,
to whom they were close. For some
it might have been a guardian, for
others it could have been a mentor.
In my case, it was Mrs. Elizabeth
Bush, a teacher in Nairobi, Kenya.

An English rose, Mrs. Bush was one of
the kindest and bubbliest people I have
ever met. She taught me to read, write
and do sums - and she managed to
make learning fun! From Nairobi I
moved to boarding school in England,
she and her husband moved to the
Middle East, and sadly we lost touch.
The last time I saw or spoke to her was
1976; I was seven years of age and still
wearing short trousers.

Thirty-four years later, sitting in my
office in sunny Switzerland I received

an email from Mrs. Bush who managed
to locate me through our University
alumni office. I will spare you the
emotional details of when we finally
made contact, but it was quite
something. Needless to say I am
immensely grateful to the University
and in particular to the Alumni Data
Coordinator.

If you have lost touch with a friend who
was at our University or just wish to
contact some of the alumni of your year
then I would highly recommend you
write to Pam Lindsay or Anne
Matsuoka in the Alumni Office. They
will be only too glad to assist. It's good
to find lost ones. Thank you Pam!

Tino Sarantis (Politics, Economics and
Law ’92)

After 34 years, wemet again

Tino Sarantis

Summer Party 2010
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Alumni News
Buckingham Student
commended for International
Award

In June 2010, Phebe Mann (Law, part-
time), a student of Buckingham Law
School, was commended for her
submission, "US Copyright Law in the
protection of intellectual property rights
and interests of architects and engineers"
entered for the Society of Construction
LawAustralia Brooking Prize.

Rashda Rana, Secretary of the Society of
Construction LawAustralia, announced "The
judgeswere very pleasedwith the high quality

of the entries. We are all agreed that the
standard and tight competitionwasmore than
we could have hoped for in our first year".

Phebe is a student of the Honourable Society
of Lincoln's Inn, a Chartered Civil Engineer
(CEngMICE), Chartered Surveyor (MRICS),
Chartered Builder and a member of the
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (MCIArb)
and a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts
(RSA).

Phebe would like to thank Judith Bray and
Janice Denoncourt for their support and
valuable comments on the background
research towards the Brooking Prize
submission. In the future Phebe would like to
contribute to Commercial and Construction
Law with her knowledge and experience in
Technology and Construction.

Note:
The announcement website of the Society of
Construction LawAustralia Brooking Prize:
http://www.scl.org.au/the-society-of-
construction-law-australia-brooking-prize/

Phebe Mann

JeremyHowarth

On 15th May Jeremy Howarth (Law
part-time 2007) received the Degree of
PhD from the University of Cambridge.
The degree was awarded under a special
regulation of the University and related

to his book on a 17th century Flemish
artist family, ‘The Steenwyck Family as
Masters of Perspective’, published in
Turnhout (Belgium) in 2009.

AlumnusBook
Success

Domek Rolle (LLB ʼ07)

On the 13th April 2010 Domek Rolle
(LLB ʼ07) had the pleasure of
presenting a copy of his book "My
Mental Tears: A Book Of Poetry"
to Mr. Liu Liqun, Third Secretary
to Chinaʼs Ambassador to The
Bahamas, His Excellency Hu
Dingxian

Domek commented “I am sure the
many Chinese students at Buckingham
will be happy to see the Bahamian
Chinese connection”. Domek also
presented his book to The Governor
General of The Bahamas and The
Prime Minister of The Bahamas.

Alumna
elevated to
Senior
Advocate
On 1st February 2010 Sina Sofola
(LLB ʼ87) was one of nineteen
people to be elevated to the coveted
rank of Senior Advocate of Nigeria
(the Nigerian equivalent of the
Queens Counsel). The conferment
ceremony was held on 12th April
2010.

Jeremy Howarth receives his PhD



Buckingham’s
MPs
Following the UK General Election in
May three Buckingham alumni have
been elected to Parliament:

Mark Lancaster (Business Studies ’92) –
MP for Milton Keynes North

Mark lives within the constituency at Olney
having been raised and educated locally in
Kimbolton. He read his first degree at
Buckingham before completing an MBAat
Exeter University and was recently
awarded an Honorary DSc from
Buckingham. Mark had a varied career
before entering politics, serving briefly first
before university as an officer in the
Queens Gurkha Engineers in Hong Kong,
then returning to work in the family
firework manufacturing company based in
Kimbolton.

Brandon Lewis (Economics ’94, LLB ‘97) –
MP for Great Yarmouth

Having been involved in politics since the
age of 11, Brandon became a Councillor in
1998 and stood in the General Election in
2001 in Sherwood, Nottinghamshire. He
became Leader of the Group on Brentwood

Council and in June 2004 became Leader
of Brentwood Council.

“I was lucky enough to have the chance to
complete my Law and Economics degrees
at Buckingham and enjoyed both. The
benefit I gained by working in the more
focused way that Buckingham delivers
ensured I was well prepared for my
working life and no doubt played its part in
my ability to manage my time well enough
to be able to become a candidate for the
Conservative Party at the General election.
I am even more fortunate to be in

Parliament as the Member of Parliament
for Great Yarmouth at such an exciting time
in politics with a new style of government
that is determined to make real change and
see real growth in our country. I am looking
forward to being able to play my part in any
way that I can.

Guy Opperman (LLB ’86)
– MP for Hexham

Guy is 44 and was born and raised in
Wiltshire; he is a countryman at heart; he
knows Northumberland well and lives just
outside Hexham. Guy is a barrister with a
wide practice. In the past he has prosecuted
several murder trials; he recently acted in
the case surrounding the Beatles' stolen last
recording session - the 1969 "Get Back"
session tapes. More recently, he has

represented many schools, local authorities
and colleges all over the country and is a
specialist in education law in all its forms.
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Alumni in the News

Mark Lancaster

Brandon Lewis

Guy Opperman

Curvalene (Curvy) Skippings (LLM
ʼ09) is currently working in the
Courts Processing Office attached
to the Royal Turks and Caicos Police
Force as a liaison for the AG
Chambers.

She has been working there for the
past year and a half and the division
was actually created upon her return so
she holds a supervisory post in the
department. In order to undertake the
role, Curvalene had to be sworn in to

the Police Force as a Special
Constable so she actually has a dual
role (rights and powers) as an Officer
and a Legal Professional.

Turks and Caicos Courts Processing Office

Ami Orkaby (Law '98)

CCOONNGGRRAATTUULLAATTIIOONNSS
Our congratulations go to Ami
Orkaby (Law '98) who has recently
been appointed Honorary Consul
General to both South Korea and
Mongolia.
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Alumni at Work

After 10 years working on private
yachts worldwide, working for
royalty, many celebrities as well as
high net worth individuals, Franco
moved to London and for the past 10
years has worked at the top end of
the events industry.  It is now time
for the next phase and the Franco
clan will be moving to Bath over the
summer.

With an extensive background in
hospitality and events, Franco has now
set up his own consultancy business
advising companies on sales,
marketing, networking and corporate
events.

Franco is currently working with the
launch of Londonʼs latest private

members club: Searcys Club - the
Gherkin, the Cityʼs top private
members club and entertaining space.
The London 2012 Olympics are
another enormous project and he is
working with several companies
focusing on hospitality and events for
this very important UK occasion.
Throughout all this, Franco still
continues to organize top end events
for his private clients.

Franco says:
“The move to Bath is more about
getting lots of fresh air! My work is very
transportable and I will continue
organizing events for private and
corporate clients.  The past 10 years in
London have been hugely exciting and
with so many contacts, events and
clients, the next 10-year period will be
even more exciting.”

Companies or private individuals
wishing to contact Franco for events or
event consultancy can do so via
vaubois@gmail.com or call +44(0)
7733 266 021.

Franco de la Croix-Vaubois 
(Business Studies ’89)

Events don’t have to cost the
earth - but a healthy budget
helps!

Obituaries
Claire Dilley (1964-2010)
Claire studied at the Royal Latin School.
As someone said at her funeral, she didn't
enjoy education when she had to do it, but
once it wasn't obligatory, she couldn't get
enough of it.

She studied Psychology with Business
and Management, graduating in
December 1996 with a 2:1. About 10
years later she decided she wanted to go
into science teaching. She worked as a
classroom assistant, particularly helping
children with difficulties such as poor
vision, and in 2009 started on a teaching
qualification course in Oxford whilst
teaching at the Royal Latin School.
Cruelly, she only did one term of the
course before she became ill. She would
have made a fantastic teacher; her
enthusiasm was infectious.

She was very well looked after for the last
several weeks of her life at Katherine
House Hospice in Banbury. As was borne
out by the four talks about Claire at her
funeral, which was not surprisingly
packed full, Claire was loud, full of
enthusiasm for life and adventure, and
had strong opinions. She thought the
world of her family and everyone
commented on her broad grin and
laughter. The music at the end of her
funeral was Eric Idle singing Always
Look on the Bright Side of Life, advice
Claire always followed. It was fitting that
Claire herself had asked people to come
to her funeral wearing bright colours.

Dwayne Hanna - LLB ’03 (1963-2009)
The University has received the sad news
that Dwayne Hanna passed away in
December 2009.  As well as the staff,
many alumni have sent their condolences
to his wife, Iona, his children, family and
friends.  They include Denise Cargill,
Curvalene Skippings and Devard Francis.

Professor Anthony Flew (1923-2010)
The University was sad to hear of the
death on 8th April 2010 of Professor
Anthony Flew, a patron of the University.

Munusamy Thanggaya – LLB ’82 (1950-
2010)
We have been informed that Munusamy
Thanggava passed away on the 11th Feb
2010. Our condolences go to his family
and friends.

Franco de la Croix-Vaubois 

Births
Our congratulations to Alexander
Omoniyi Ajayi (Business Economics
'98) and his wife Dr (Mrs) Toyin Ajayi,
who are very happy to announce the
birth of their daughter, Morenike Alexis
Oluwafeyisayo Ajayi. She was born
on 2nd April at UCL Hospital, London. 

Morenike Alexis Oluwafeyisayo Ajayi 

Alumni Updates
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THE LEAGUE TABLE 2011
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Cambridge

Imperial College London

Durham

London School of Economics

St Andrews

Warwick
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University College London
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Britain's only private university comes top
in three categories in a league table of UK
higher education institutions published in
The Independent today.

The University of Buckingham finishes first
for student satisfaction in the Complete
University Guide table, published in 2011
Education Supplement, and is also deemed to
have the best staff to student ratio and career
prospects for graduates. It is the first time the
University, which has only 677 students, has
been included in the rankings.

It takes 20th place in the 115-strong league
table overall, finishing ahead of several of the
universities in the elite Russell Group, which
represents 20 of the country's leading higher
education research institutions.

The University is marked down for its
research, coming bottom of the pile in this
category because – as it is private – it is not
included in the Government's research
rankings. But its showing will create waves in
official circles at a time when the country's
leading universities are seeking more financial
independence.

Earlier this week, the Russell Group called for
the cap on university fees of £3,225 a year to
be eventually lifted so that all universities
would be free to charge their own fees.

Such a move is seen as creating more of a free
market in higher education with the most
popular courses – in law and medicine – able
to charge up to £20,000 a year to students.

Dr. Terence Kealey, Buckingham's Vice-
Chancellor, welcomed his university's league
table position. "We're climbing up the league
tables because we're funded by students rather
than the Government. Consequently, we're
motivated – and properly resourced – to care
for our students," he said.

The University was formally opened by
Margaret Thatcher, a former education
secretary, in May 1974. Fees for courses are
£8,640 a year compared with the £3,225
annual cap in government-financed
universities. Buckingham offers its students the
opportunity to complete three-year degree
courses in two years, which it says saves them
money once their reduced living costs are
taken into account.

 Its prominent academics include the
philosopher Roger Scruton, former chief
schools inspector Chris Woodhead and
respected educationalist Alan Smithers.

More success for Buckingham
in The Guardian League Tables
The University of Buckingham has been
placed in three of the individual subject league
tables in The GuardianUniversity Guide 2011
published on Tuesday, 8 June. The Business
School came 2nd (beaten only by Warwick),
English came 6th and Law 24th, out of over
100 UK universities. Buckingham was also
placed 8th in The Guardian's specialist
institutions league table giving us recognition
across the sector.

The Guardian's accompanying article said:

... one consistent theme emerges from 
the departments that have performed
particularly well in this year's Guardian subject
tables - the importance they place on human
relationships. 

(Harriet Swain. Universities that put students 
first come top.  The Guardian, 
8th June 2010).

This result follows on from the University’s
success in The Independent newspaper in May
2010 and The Sunday Times University Guide
in August 2009. Coming top for student
satisfaction in the National Student Survey for
four consecutive years has been a huge 
boost and student numbers at 
Buckingham continue to
grow, contrary to trends in the state sector.
Focussing on the student experience and the
quality of the academic staffing has been a
priority and will continue to be so.

Anne Matsuoka, PR and Alumni Relations Officer at the
University of Buckingham

”
“

The Independent Newspaper Complete University
Guide: Private university tops student satisfaction
list By Richard Garner, Education Editor and Lucy Hodges   Thursday, 20 May 2010


