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Not different, better: the newspaper league tables

Universities are judged today by
their position in the league tables. Of
course tables must sometimes err but
nonetheless they do seem to reflect
the underlying realities reasonably
well. In 1992, the Times newspaper
led on the creation of UK university
league tables, and it sent
questionnaires to the universities
asking for data on a number of
measurable indices including
staff:student ratios, expenditure on
library facilities, drop-out rates etc.
As recently as 1996 we came 30th
out of 96 universities in the Times. 

During the 1990s, however, a government agency was created, the
Higher Education Statistics Agency, which collected the data from the
universities and which transmitted it via another agency, the Higher
Education Research Organisation (HERO) to the newspapers. Today,
the newspapers create their tables out of the data produced by HESA
and the Unistats site (www.unistats.com) which has replaced the
HERO site.

Because of our suspicion of government agencies, we decided not to
submit our data to HESA, and so we fell out of league tables. In the
US and Canada the university league tables are constructed by
independent magazines (US News & World Report, Macleans) and
we felt that the UK was taking a retrogressive step by conferring that
role on a government agency. We were of course right but, in
retrospect, we were probably wrong to insist on being right, wrong to
insist on being different, and wrong not to submit our data to HESA.
We are Britain’s only independent university, so we are indeed
different, but we are different for the purpose of being better - so what
matters is that we are indeed better, not different per se. So a few years
ago we reversed our policy and we started to submit our data to HESA.

Before that submission had any impact, however, we chose to take
part in a different league table, the National Student Survey, in which
we come top year after year. This is not a HESA league table but,
rather, one driven by its parent body, the Higher Education Funding
Council for England (Hefce) which employs an independent polling
agency, Ipsos MORI, to survey final year students directly. So it is
thanks to a government agency that we have been able to show how
well we do! 

More recently, we have started to reappear in the newspaper league
tables, but this process has been difficult. Because we are small, we fail
to trigger the thresholds of many papers’ criteria, and if an academic
department has only 35 students graduating a year, it may be judged
too small to enter many newspapers’ league tables. And because we are
so different, we fail to tick certain boxes. So, for example, we do not
enter the Government’s Research Assessment Exercise (RAE), which
will lower our scores in many newspapers’ tables.  

Initially, therefore, we appeared only in the newspapers’ subject, not
aggregate, tables. So this year, for example, English came 15th in the
Guardian subject table, Business 20th and Law 23rd. Those are
underscores because, for example, we have too few home graduates to
trigger the threshold for the box entitled ‘employment rates’: if we
were bigger and could tick all boxes, the Guardian would rate us
higher. Nonetheless, the Guardian did finally recognise us this year
in their aggregate tables, and we appeared 11th in their aggregate tables
of ‘specialist institutions’. It’s a start.

The Independent newspaper also recognises some of our departments
in their subject tables, but we do not yet get into their aggregate tables
or into the Times’s. Yet we are working on these tables, and as we grow
- and as we get savvier over the submission of data - we hope
eventually to be admitted. We owe it to our potential students, current
students and alumni to enter these tables because they have a right to
know how well we are judged.

The story of the last few years at Buckingham has been one of closing
the gap with the state sector. In part, this is because the state sector is
moving closer to us, and as it charges ever higher fees or introduces
more two-year undergraduate degrees, so the differences between us
are elided.

But in part we ourselves have initiated this rapprochement as we
demolish the unnecessary differences between us: the league tables,
the National Student Survey and the QAA, for all their faults, do
provide students with a measure of confidence, which is why we
entered them voluntarily.

We were created not to be different but to be better. We have to be
different to be better, but as we and the state sector move closer
together, so it has been easier for us not to stand on our differences but
on our betternesses.

We were created not to be
different but to be better

Dr. Terence Kealey
Vice Chancellor
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Welcome to the summer edition of the
Independent. Firstly, may I warmly welcome
the seven new Board members of the
University of Buckingham Alumni Association.
You will be hearing more about them, the
launch weekend and the first Board Meeting in
London from Tino. From a personal point of
view I wanted to say a HUGE thank you to all
those alumni who put themselves forward for
election and to the many of them who have
offered their help in sub-committees either here
or overseas.

I must also mention both Daniel Fosman (Law
’86) and Lady Rose Luce, without whom this
new Association would not have come into
being.  Our warmest and most grateful thanks
go to them both for their continued support and
interest in the future of UBAA.

I would also like to thank the members of the
Steering Committee who spent one year
working on the organisation, networking and
event management to enable the elections to
take place and UBAA Ltd to be set up.  A huge
amount of work, personal time and effort went
into setting up the Association, working on the
plans for the future and particularly on the
organisation for the launch weekend in
Buckingham. I must also thank some of our
current students who got involved in helping us
with the event and without whom we could not
have managed. There are too many to name,
but you know who you are!

The first Board meeting took place on 6th June
(a year to the day since the Steering Committee
was set up!) and we are all, both alumni and
staff, looking forward to strengthening the
bond between us to the mutual benefit of both.

We have just held the Alumni Summer party in
London and this year we tried a new venue –
the Carpenter’s Arms in Tottenham Court
Road. We had sole use of the Belle Bar and
Terrace and around 60 guests turned up. This is
one of my favourite events of the year – small,
relaxed and a brilliant chance to catch up with
alumni, meet new students and even chat to
some of the staff I don’t see on campus very
often! I hope that if you were there this year
that you enjoyed it. Do make a note in your
diary for next year – Friday, 18th June, 2010.
Please look on page 7 to see some of the
photographs from the event.

If you are in the UK and want to come to one
of our Summer Lectures, you would be most
welcome. They are an absolute treat (see page
13), plus we have a Darwin series in October.
Do keep your eyes on the website. Dr Tony
Crawforth (page 4), will speak on Henry
Walter Bates, Dr Terence Kealey on Wallace
and Professor Anthony O’ Hear on Darwin.

Stay in touch and hope to see you soon,

Anne Matsuoka
anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk
+44 (0)1280 820338

Editor’s News

Anne Matsuoka

Hello once again from the Alumni Office.
I hope you are all well.
A big thanks goes to those of you who
sent news for the magazine. It would be
great to hear from more of you next time.
It was also good seeing some of you at
the Summer Party in London. All is well
here at the office where we have ever
increasing responsibilities - working with
the UBAA, the Art Exhibition, and so on. 

My time here so far has been great, and
through the different events, I have been
able to meet a lot of our Alumni,
particularly at the House of Lords Tea
Party and the Summer Party.

The launch weekend of the UBAA was
hectic but a pleasure. Since I am an
alumnus myself having an event of that
kind for Alumni was just GREAT! I am
very much looking forward to the growth
of the Association. Being elected as a
Director on the Board, I will be heavily
involved, along with a great team.
Furthermore, we have set up different
committees on the UBAA, one of which I
have been nominated as Chairman of,
which is the Web Committee. Amongst
my responsibilities will be working on
the website together with Leonardo
Koshoni and the IT team. We will keep
you posted on any future developments.
A lot depends on your suggestions and
ideas so please do get in touch. 
I am sure most of you will be happy to
hear that the Art Exhibition IS BACK! 

As ever we will endeavour to make it a
good one, but the success of the
event depends on your contributions.
So, please send in any painting, writing,
sculpting, or what ever it is that you
consider art, ready for October
(see details on the last page). The best
thing is that all proceeds go to the
UBSOS, the University of Buckingham's
fund to aid schooling overseas. I do hope
we will get a positive response from you
all on this and also it would be amazing
if some of you could make it here in
October. Please do contact me on
oushan.deeljore@buckingham.ac.uk or
+44 (0) 1280 820230 if you have any
questions or wish to forward a piece of
art for the exhibition.

Hope to hear from you all
Best Wishes

Oushan Deeljore
LLB ’08, LLM ‘09
oushan.deeljore@buckingham.ac.uk
+44 (0)1280 820230

Oushan Deeljore

Oushan’s News



Some past students will remember Tony
Crawforth teaching heritage management on
the History of Art degree courses (soon to be
reinstated) at the University of Buckingham.
From the age of seven, butterfly collecting had
been a passion of his, a hobby that he could
take anywhere and return to whatever the
circumstances, wherever he lived and
whenever he wanted. After a career in the
Army travelling the world and catching

butterflies, he became the director of
Waddesdon Manor in 1984. He stayed there for
12 years before joining the University of
Buckingham as a lecturer. When the History of
Art department at the University was closed
down he decided to devote more time to his
butterflies and thought about writing a
biography about his hero, one of the most
famous Amazonian butterfly hunters of all
time, Henry Walter Bates (1825-1892).
This meant that Tony had to investigate his
man and in order to do this he would have to
travel to Brazil to research the archives there.
He decided also to follow Henry Walter Bates’s
footsteps along the Amazon. He organised two
expeditions (2003 & 2005) with his son David
and a number of Brazilian guides and trackers.
During these expeditions Tony was able to
follow Bates’s 19th century journey from
Belem located at the estuary of the Amazon for
two thousand miles to São Paulo de Olivença,
which was as far as he had travelled by 1859.
Bates spent 11 years on this journey from 1848,
and finally sick from fever he returned to
England. Tony was there for only a few months
but he was able to discover previously
unknown facts about Bates. The result was a
PhD for Tony and a new biography about Bates
called The Butterfly Hunter to be published
by the University of Buckingham Press in June
2009.
Bates is often mentioned as a brief footnote in

books about Charles Darwin and Alfred Russel
Wallace but he deserves greater recognition
than that. Tony’s book seeks to put this right
ranking him as a philosophical observer, a
systematic writer, and great Victorian field
naturalist. He was one of the most respected
entomologists of his time.
In the nineteenth century entomology became
pivotal to understanding evolution as the idea
developed. Darwin was quick to recognize
Bates’s contribution, as what Darwin required
was evidence of untamed natural selection.
Until then he knew of no specific examples
from undomesticated nature to support his
hypothesis but rather argued his case by
analogy. The first example of feral natural
selection was mimicry described by Bates,
known today as Batesian mimicry, and Darwin
rejoiced at its discovery.
In order to write Bates’s story Tony had to
suffer the rigours of the Amazon
rainforests, the snakes, the mosquitoes, the
never-ending flies, the continuous discomfort
and sometimes dangers that would have been
faced by Bates. But the other side of the coin
was that he was able to experience the
extravagant and luxurious beauty of the
primeval forests much as they were in 1848.
The outcome is a better understanding of
Henry Walter Bates, one of the greatest
Victorian naturalists, and a much wiser Dr
Anthony Crawforth.

Greetings from Taiwan!  It is a pleasure to
be in the Far East, with my wife (Liyi
Wang). I’m on the faculty in the business
schools at National Changhua University
of Education and National Cheng Kung
University. More details are on my

website (www.j—s.net). The University
positions provide me with a perfect base
for research, teaching and consultancy
work on managing service for Chinese
customers. To share ideas a colleague and
I have created a web cast called, “Talk of
Asian Marketing”.

If you travel to the Far East then I’m sure
your first impression will be of crowding,
noise, bussle, heat and a feeling of chaos.
Even from the TV we see these images.
If you drop into the ever popular night
markets they combine all these aspects.
Even department stores have areas that
create crowds with the blare of bullhorns
and speakers promoting products.
Service staff respond quickly to signs of
customer interest – not with hard sell –
but to describe product details and
benefits. Local customers will see this as
warm and positive and not at all chaotic.
They will describe this as renao (熱鬧)
and chin chieh (親切).

What seems like chaos is actually part of
local Chinese cultural preference. For
those outside the Far East it is difficult to
adjust to this mindset. In fact it is even
easy to jump to conclusions about things
needing to ‘modernize’. Taiwan and
others countries in the Far East have seen
a long list of multinational companies
come and go in quick succession. Their
very Westernized approach and a mindset
of modernization fails to build long term
market success. What underlies these
failures is the difficulty of getting deep
into the mind of the Chinese consumer.

The web cast “Talk of Asian Marketing”
is designed to give those outside the
region the opportunity to get a deep
perspective on a whole range of Chinese
consumer and business practices. My
colleague, Clyde Warden and I are excited
to bring the web cast to you. Please visit
http://ccc.qbook.tv and feel free to leave
comments on the shows.  
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Alumni at Work

Dr James Stanworth (Business Studies
'94; DPhil, Business Studies '98)

Dr Anthony Crawforth (DPhil Biography '09)

There are
snakes about
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Chairman’s News UBAA
On the weekend of 24/25 April the UBAA
flame was ignited. The UBAA aims to
connect alumni, to enhance networking,
to increase global awareness of the
University of Buckingham, and to foster
stronger relations between the University
and its alumni. 

The weekend kicked off on Friday
evening with drinks at the OTM, courtesy
of the Friends of the University, and then
onto a Chinese banquet at Chengdu. The
last time I dined at Ken’s restaurant was
over eighteen years ago. Bizarrely not
much has changed since then: neither Ken
nor the menu. Great to be back!

On Saturday, guests welcomed the
opportunity to listen to a series of
fascinating talks under the overall theme
of “Innovative Leadership in Challenging
Times”. There was an early morning rally
call by Dr. Charles Henn, one of the
University’s first graduates. It was a
spirited call to alumni for action. There
were engrossing talks on topical issues
from a broad spectrum of subjects: the
government’s response to terrorism – an
assault on liberty; security challenges of
today and tomorrow; the current global
economic crisis; bankers’ duty of care;
how to start and run a business; leadership
development through sport; the diabetes
epidemic; obesity and diabetes; African
disease problems; law of the sea and
exploitation of seabed energy resources;
and a talk on career development. The
speakers were impressive whether they
were famous honorary alumni such as
Professor Patrick Minford (one of the
‘wise men’ on the Panel of Independent
Economic Forecasters), or whether they
were Deans, Professors, Lecturers, or
researchers at our University: Mike
Cawthorne, Susan Edwards, Jane Tapsell,
Martin Ricketts, Anthony Glees, Adolfo
Paolini, Jae Sundaram, Malcom Rees,
Nigel Adams, Claire Stocker, and Robert
Ngala. Visiting Professor Rakesh Sondhi
together with Daniel Ince gave a
fascinating talk, as did Paul Toombs. The
alumni who came back to talk were
captivating too: Jennifer Fleming, Nigel
Hawkins, Charles Henn, Chris Smith,
Bettina Wernli to name but a few. 

The above presentations were well
received, and if like me, one had not
visited the University since being a
student many moons ago, there was the
added tinge of nostalgia at being back and
actually recognising some of the above
names and faces from the various Schools
of study. Marvellous!

A great day was followed by a delightful
evening. Good food, fine wines, a groovy
band and a real gem of a speech at the
Gala Dinner by the guest speaker, Lord
Luce KG. He treated us to an enlightening
talk on leadership and innovative leaders.
The word ‘luce’ in Latin means ‘light’ and
it was indeed an illuminating discourse
that he gave. 

Sunday’s inaugural AGM went well, with
the following candidates voted in as
UBAA Board Directors: Oushan Deeljore,
Jennifer Fleming, Alex Johns, Lorinda
Long, Marian Okunola, Suzanna Tomassi,
and myself. Two members of the
University staff will also be appointed
directors. We shall all have our work cut
out to serve you. One of our goals is to
create community and to promote
networking between alumni. As part of
the plan to achieve this we begin to
organise more events. Given how

international our University is, these 
events will be held in different cities
around the world at different times of the
year. Some events will have distinguished
speakers; some will have a sporting
feature; some will be of a cultural nature;
some will focus on 10 year or 20 year
reunion themes; some will last a whole
weekend; and others will be just a key
lunch or dinner. All of them will be fun.
Satisfaction guaranteed!

How successful the UBAA becomes is
ultimately down to its members – and that
is you, the alumni. The alumni are the
UBAA and your participation, or lack of
it, is to this association what wind is to
fire: you can enkindle it and create
something great or you can let it fizzle
out. It really is as basic as that. With your
support and enthusiasm the UBAA can
grow; with apathy or disinterest it will
cease to exist. The flame has been lit. It is
for the moment only a flame. Just a
beginning. But now the UBAA Board ask
you to help us to help you to light the fire.
Give us your support, give us your ideas
and lets pull together, lets sing from the
same sheet, and come on baby lets light
that fire…

Tino Sarantis 
Chairman, UBAA

Tino Sarantis

Light My Fire !
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Profiles of Directors
Tino Sarantis (Accounting 1990, Politics 1992)
Chairman of UBAA

Chairman of
UBAA, runs a
Fund for a Swiss
bank. Has been
managing
investment funds
in London and
Switzerland for
seventeen years
and along the way

has won three Standard & Poor’s Micropal
awards for best performing fund, a Bilan Trophy,
and has been invited to speak at the Swiss-
Chinese Chamber of Commerce. Began
Buckingham in 1988, thoroughly enjoyed it and
stayed on for another degree - contemplated
continuing after that but did not fancy the notion
of being given the third degree. Prior to
Buckingham was given an award for bravery by
the London High Sheriff.

Lorinda Long (LLB 1985) Vice-Chairman UBAA
I graduated from
Buckingham in
law in 1985, then
qualified as a
barrister.  As
General Counsel
for Bank of
Scotland Treasury,
I have built a legal
and transaction

management department to support the growth of
the global Treasury business.  I have worked for
NatWest, Paribas and Credit Suisse as a capital
markets/ securitisation lawyer setting up the legal
support function for the securitisation teams at
both Paribas and Credit Suisse. My career has
involved extensive travel and interaction with
people at all levels in the corporate, legal and
political world including government officials
from Slovenia to Brazil.

Alexander C Johns (Business Studies 1992)
Company Secretary

Alex is an
Entrepreneur and
Social Enterprise
consultant.
Following a
Business Studies
degree at the
University of
Buckingham, Alex

gained strong international experience working
in the Middle East and Australia over a four year
period. Returning to the UK, Alex ran trans-
European supply chains into the UK and
transplanted a manufacturing operation from
Wales to Lithuania.

In 2002, Alex chose an ethical business path.
Roles in education, for a charity and for a
Regional Development Agency followed which
placed Alex at the forefront of Social Enterprise
development.
Alex lives in rural Sussex, has two daughters and
is a keen forester.

Jennifer Fleming (LLB 1998, LLM 1999)
Chairman of Fund Raising Committee

I am a former
graduate from the
University of
Buckingham (LLB
'98 / LLM '99). I
have an LLB,
University of
Toronto, and a non-
practicing barrister
(Lincoln’s Inn,
London), and

practising UK qualified Solicitor. 
I have worked in private practice (Sidley Austin)
and in-house (Merrill Lynch International) in
London, and currently Sr Counsel, Treasury, at
Abu Dhabi Commercial Bank, Abu Dhabi. 
The University offers a unique and diversified
international educational experience for students
from all over the world. The friendships and
professional relationships that develop during
one's tenure as an undergraduate can remain a
lifelong after graduation. The alumni network is
worldwide and spans an exceptional group of
graduates. As a Director I would be delighted to
contribute my knowledge both from a business
and educational perspective in promoting the
growth of the alumni network in keeping with
the philosophies of the University of
Buckingham in the spotlight.

Suzanna Tomassi (Service Management 2002)
Finance Director

I have been
working for UB
since completing
my second Masters
in 2001, initially
in the Alumni
Department. 
In 2006 I was
promoted to
Senior Quality
Administrator

overseeing university collaborations. I have built
and developed effective working relationships
with many UB alumni and external partners.
Following membership of the UBAA Steering
Committee, I was elected to the new Board and
am now responsible for financial issues of the 

UBAA.  I am also an alumni representative on
Council. I have been at Buckingham for over 
eight years and UB will always be close to my 
heart. Here I met my husband (also an alumnus)
and some of my most precious friends. Having
developed excellent links I hope that my
continuing service will benefit the UBAA and
the University.

Marian A Okunola (LLB 2008)
Chairman of Networking & Events Committee

From June 2008, 
I sat as a SC
Member of the
UBAA and was
Deputy Chair of
the Networking
and Event
Working Groups
prior to being

elected as Director of UBAA Ltd in April 2009. 
As a Director, I will use my best endeavours
to help UBAA, Alumni and University to
prosper, in addition to representing Alumni on
UB Council.
I am delighted to have been elected onto the
Board and would like to thank all those that
voted for me. I hope this will be the beginning of
great things to come.

Oushan Deeljore (LLB 2008, LLM 2009)
Chairman of Web Committee

As a Director of the University of Buckingham
Alumni
Association
(UBAA), I am
able to give back
to my University
and our Alumni,
the experience and
expertise that I
have gained during
the four years that
I have been here.
The UBAA is a

very attractive but nonetheless a challenging
project. My dedication to this responsibility is
second to none. I will strive to help Buckingham
gain the reputation it deserves - as one of the
most valuable educational institutions in the
country.
The UBAA gives me the opportunity to invest
time in our Alumni Association to make sure it is
always evolving so as to grow our network and
make it internationally renowned.
During my tenure as Director, I will also be
serving as Chairman of the Web Committee.

Profiles of UBAA
Board Members



Hello Everyone! The time has come… to say
goodbye. This will be my last article in the
Independent as Alumni Annual Fund & Country
Groups Coordinator. I have had a wonderful time
working at the University and being part of the
Alumni Office. The greatest highlight of my job has
by far been working towards the launch of the new
University of Buckingham Alumni Association
(UBAA) and I would like to thank all those who
have been supportive of it. You will be hearing from
me in my role as a Director of UBAA and Chair of
the Networking and Events Committee.

So it’s au revoir from me.

Bill Keeling (PEL '86) was recently featured in the
Financial Times - an article on his chocolate shop,
Prestat, in London.  To read the article please look
on:  http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/6a0ca6fe-1b07-11de-
8aa3-0000779fd2ac.html.
Bill says:
"I've been trying to recall how much chocolate I ate
whilst at Buckingham, a time I remember with great
fondness not least for the wonderful friends I made -
and who will remain friends forever (so long as they
keep eating Prestat chocolate)!"

7

Alumni News

Marian Okunola (Law '08)

Lost Alumni
Miss Blanche DʼSouza

(Accounting and Financial
Management 1998)

Mr Jonathan Fairhurst
(PGCE 2000)

Mr Mahmoud Hadid
(Economics 1980)

Mrs Angela Jackson
(Accounting and Financial

Management 1986)

Mr Voon Lai
(Law, 1995)

Mr Sathasivam Palanivel
(Law, 1987)

Miss Anashuya Rajendran
(Biological Sciences 1982)

Mr Tajin Taire
(Law 1994)

If you know where these Alumni are, 
please do let us know.

Bill Keeling (PEL '86)

Alumni  Summer  Party
It was on a rare hot balmy day on the 19 June that the annual
Buckingham Alumni summer party was held at the new
location of The Carpenter's Arms on Whitfield Street. The event
started at 19:00, and I when arrived by coach from Buckingham
I was pleased to see the place already busy with alumni.

By the time I had finished my first glass of red wine, I had
already bumped into three fellow law students who I had lost
contact with and met two other alumni who are now practising
lawyers. By the time I left for the coach back to Buckingham I
had caught up with a lot of old friends and made a few more.
I hear that a group of alumni stayed talking after I left and did
not finish till after 02:00, and if not for having to take the
coach back, I would have been with them!

It was my third summer party and the best yet.
Looking forward to next year's!

James Baker (Law '06)
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Alumni Celebrations

Congratulations to Bethan Jeremy
(English Lit ’09) on her new born
baby girl, Beatrice.

Rohan and Leonardo

Congratulations to Leonardo Koshoni
(Economics ’97), his wife and son Jaden
on the birth of his new born son, Rohan.

Stephanie and Philipp von Both (LLB ‘01,
MBA ‘02) are proud to announce the birth
of their second son, Ludwig.
He was born in Oxford on the 3rd March.
He weighed 4.4 kg and both mother and
son are well.

Ludwig

Ailsa Dennett (Law ’97) is pleased to
announce the arrival of Lauren Maribel
Dennett on Easter Sunday weighing in at
9lb 1oz

Lauren Maribel Dennett
James Baker (LLB ’06 LLM ’07) and
Xiaojing (Iva) Yu (Msc IHM ’05) are happy
to announce the birth of their first baby, a
boy, born on 23rd May 2009, and at the
time of the Independent going to print,
currently unnamed."

Michael and Uzoamaka (Law ‘99) are thrilled to announce the birth of their son
George, Iniobong (God’s Time), Obiajulu (Peace of God) Nsien on the 15th January
2009, Angel now has a kid brother.!!

Faiza

I wanted to let you know that I just had a
baby girl on 19 April 2009. Her name is
Faiza and she is our second child.
We are delighted. Hope to keep in touch.

Mohammed Fatima
BSC Business Studies ‘98

Romel Pason (BBE ʼ09) has
won the Londonʼs Air
Ambulance event
management competition. 

Marc Gene (Economics ʻ95)
won the Le Mans race on
Sunday 14th June 2009
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/
news/newsarchive2009/leman
s.html Michael, Angel, Goerge and Uzoamaka

Birth Congratulations:

Congratulations:

Beatrice



A Few Lines From The International Office

Well what a year we’ve had so far! I’m
writing this from Singapore where
yesterday it was lovely to catch up with
some of the Buckingham Alumni for
afternoon tea. It’s always such a pleasure to
see friendly faces whenever Buckingham
has a recruitment trip on, and to catch up
with everyone’s news and gossip. 
2009 saw us move to a new building with
the UK marketing team and the web
team.

We’ve taken on several new starters
and you’ll be hearing from them as soon as
they begin their travel schedules. The year
started for us with a trip to Kenya to attend
the independent schools exhibition, hosted
this year by Hillcrest.

Not long after I headed to Sri Lanka with
Professor Jim Rafferty where it was
wonderful to catch up for an alumni dinner
at the Bay Leaf Restaurant in Colombo –
many thanks to Shamal for arranging
everything. 

As soon as graduation weekend was over,
Mr Hongbo Du and I set out for a long visit
to China. We were very grateful for all the
support from Buckingham students past and
present on this visit and were steeped in
kindness, from airport pickups to dinners, to

offers to assist with marketing activities.
Many people arrived for the alumni drinks
at the Beijing Great Wall Hotel and the
annual British Council Ball in Shanghai
proved an entertaining evening while we all
played the red game. In Beijing we began
what I hope to be an ongoing relationship
with NIT, after alumni Paul (IS ’03) and
Stephanie (MBA ’01) Keatley invited us to
visit them at the college. 

Mr Irving Stevens
and myself made visits to Nigeria and I
travelled on to Ghana. We now have plans
underway for a large alumni event in Abuja
next year so watch this space. I followed on
to Ghana, with its beautiful beaches I

looked out and thought – I have the best job
in the world!

On a more serious note we’re looking
forward to working closely with alumni
over the coming months to increase our
recruitment activities and ensure the
University remains the dynamic and global
institution we all love. Please do contact us
with any ideas or suggestions you may
have. I’m so keen to hear your ideas:
international-office@buckingham.ac.uk

I hope to see many more of you over the
rest of the year. Keep an eye on the website
to see where we will be visiting and please
drop by to say hello.

Lucinda Roberts-Holmes (Law ’06)
International Marketing Manager

Marketing Trips:
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University News

Wallace Collection MA in
Decorative Arts and Historic
Interiors to be revived this
September. Apply now for this
academic year

We are delighted to announce that the MA
in Decorative Arts and Historic Interiors,
originally established jointly with the
Wallace Collection in 2000, is due to be
revived this September.  The MA, which
focuses on French and British eighteenth-
century interiors and decorative arts, will
be based one day a week at the Wallace
Collection and one day a week at the
University’s new London teaching base at
the European School of Economics, 8
Grosvenor Place, handily situated near the
Victoria and Albert Museum and National
Art Library.  Though primarily academic,
the course also has a strong practical
emphasis, stresses hands-on, object-based
learning, and draws upon the riches of the
Wallace Collection with its world-class
collection of French fine and decorative
arts, and the expertise of the curatorial
staff who participate in the close up
teaching. Classes are also held in the
Victoria and Albert Museum and there are
frequent class-trips to historic properties
including a country-house study week
based in Buckingham and a trip to Paris.
The MA will appeal to those seeking
careers in The National Trust, antique-
dealing/auctioneering, museums,
conservation or interior design, or

teaching and research, though we also
welcome applications from candidates
with a strong interest in the subject for its
own sake.   Many of our alumni have
gone on to make successful careers in the
arts and heritage field.  For more
information contact Linda Waterman at
the University of Buckingham
(linda.waterman@buckingham.ac.uk ;
01280 820120) or visit:
www.buckingham.ac.uk/london/decorativ
e-arts.  You can also contact Jeremy
Howard, Programme Director, on
jeremy.howard@buckingham.ac.uk, who
would be very happy to talk to you
informally about the course.  

MA Biography

This groundbreaking programme is aimed
at anyone who has an interest in
biography or in researching and writing
biography for themselves. Graduates have
gone on to publish their own books and to
win prizes. Some have embarked on
further research for the MPhil or the
DPhil in Biography. The programme is
more than ever relevant today when many
people finding their lives changed by
recession are taking time out of the job
market to sharpen their skills and enrich
their interests. 

When it was founded in 1996, this
programme was the first of its kind not
just in the UK but in the cosmos. Since
then Life Writing has become part of the
postgraduate menu, but the Buckingham
programme has kept its distinctive edge.
Unlike most Life Writing courses, it is not
linked to Creative Writing, and there is a
strong emphasis on research and historical
biography. The programme is consistently
rated ‘excellent’ by external examiners
and inspectors. 

The programme will be based in London
from September 2009. Guest seminars on
the programme will be led by leading
biographers, critics, publishers and
agents, including Frances Wilson, Rupert
Shortt, Caroline Dawnay and Andrew
Lownie. 

For further information
www.buckingham.ac.uk/london/biography/

MA in Military History by Research:
The Art of War from Napoleon to Iraq,
1793 – 2003

With Military History one of the fastest-
growing areas of academic study, the
University of Buckingham is launching its
own groundbreaking, one-year Masters
degree by Research in September 2009.
The programme is London-based and
supervised by two of the country’s finest
Military Historians, Professors Saul
David and Gary Sheffield. Uniquely, it
features guest seminars led by a star-
studded list of eminent scholars, best-
selling authors and soldiers, including
Professors Richard Holmes, Hew
Strachan and Sir Lawrence Freedman;
Antony Beevor, Sir Max Hastings and Sir
Mike Jackson. 

Students are required to produce an
interim essay and a 20,000 – 40,000 word
dissertation on a suitable military subject
within the parameters of the course (i.e.
the years 1793 and 2003). The best
dissertation will win for its author a year’s
representation by the literary agent Peter
Robinson. 

Admissions Enquiries
Linda Waterman
linda.waterman@buckingham.ac.uk
Tel: +44(0)1280 820120
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History of the town of Buckingham

Rule from Stowe
History is a wonderful guide for later generations; above all it provides
lessons in what to do and – equally important – in what not to do. Previous
articles have described the first thousand years of Buckingham’s history,
from the beginnings around 600 AD until the English Civil War of the
1640s. They identified good features in the earlier days of the town – for
example private benefactions, remodelling of old buildings, economic
flexibility, caution in the face of new ideas and loyalty to the Crown –
which have recurred in the more recent history of this University. As we
draw nearer to the present, however, the pattern changes. During the
period historians call ‘the long eighteenth century’ (in our case that means
1688 to 1848), Buckingham’s position can be summed up in three words:
Rule from Stowe. Now the lessons become negative rather than positive.  

The Stowe Pyramid 

Poor King George III often expressed surprise that so many people seemed
to hate him. He asked sadly ‘I hate no-one, why should any-one hate me’?
But on at least one occasion, the King qualified his remarks: ‘I beg pardon,
I do hate the Marquess of Buckingham’. King George did not explain why
he hated the Marquess of Buckingham, but I think I know. I believe he
saw the Marquess as a rival – a man so grand that he sometimes behaved
as if he rather than George was the real King. 

But why was the Marquess able to assume such regal airs? He was the
head of a hugely powerful political clan, most of whose members were
called either Temple or Grenville. Of course, the clan’s head quarters were
at Stowe, right on Buckingham’s doorstep. The Temple-Grenvilles were
great builders. Anyone who has lived in Buckingham will know the
splendid mansion at Stowe and the appropriately styled ‘Temples’ in its
grounds – oh, how that family loved its own name! The Temples were also
engaged in a less substantial though vastly more ambitious construction
project. They were creating an eighteenth century version of a Pyramid
Scheme – and we have heard quite a lot about Pyramid schemes in the
news recently. 

Like later schemes, the Stowe Pyramid involved some pretty dubious
practices. Its essential ingredients were debt, political corruption and
misuse of taxpayers’ money. It worked like this:

The Temple-Grenvilles lived very extravagant lives – just like the
controllers of modern Pyramid schemes. But they still acquired vast
amounts of land and property. They bought far more than they could afford
and thus took out loans to finance their purchases.

The often paid above the going rate, so much so that the rental income
they acquired was less than the interest on the loans. This seems crazy and
in any sane world would have led to speedy disaster.

But there was method in the seeming madness. Land and property gave the
Temples political influence. In the days of open voting – before the
introduction of the Secret Ballot – a Temple tenant who voted against his
landlord’s wishes would soon find himself on the street. Thus there were
soon lots of Temple-Grenvilles in the House of Commons and it was not
long before they acquired a number of peerages – and that meant votes in
the House of Lords as well.

The Temples were prepared to put their votes at the disposal of other
politicians, although for a price. Their price was appointment to Ministries
and other government posts, some of which were extremely well-paid but
involved little or no work.
The income from the government jobs – of course paid for by the taxpayer
– was enough to cover the difference between the rental income and the
interest due on the loans, and even to provide down-payments for further
purchases. This in turn meant more places in Parliament, more government
jobs, more land and so on and so on.

In other words, the logical conclusion was that England would cease to
be England; it would become ‘Stoweland’ or ‘Templeland’. If King George
had the slightest glimmering of what was happening to his Kingdom he
had every reason to hate the Marquess of Buckingham.

Templingham

Mercifully the full horror of ‘Templeland’ was never to be realised –
although it was a close-run thing. But what would Templeland have been
like? If there was anywhere its chief characteristics could have been found
they must surely have been most visible in Buckingham itself. If England
never quite became Templeland, Buckingham surely became
Templingham. 

Perhaps not surprisingly, the Temple programme of land-purchases was
especially extensive in this area. Many of the estates previously owned by
local gentry families were bought up. Thus a huger gulf opened up
between the all-powerful family at Stowe and the rest of society. 

In Buckingham/Templingham, Stowe controlled all appointments and
determined membership of the Corporation – which elected the town’s
MPs. There was constant inference in civic affairs, involving a
complicated system of bureaucracy. Most appointments were made on the
basis of loyalty to the Temples rather than with much regard for ability or
initiative. It is true that the Temples spent some of their ill-gotten gains in
Buckingham. Stowe needed lots of servants, shop-keepers and innkeepers
did well, and there were a few displays of generosity – a new Gaol (now
the Old Gaol), a bridge and some work on the Church. Most of these public
works were adorned with the Temples’ astonishingly arrogant family
motto: Templa Quam Dilecta (How Glorious are Thy Temples Lord!). But
when something serious was proposed – such as putting Buckingham on
the proposed railway line from London to Birmingham – the idea was
immediately squashed because that might spoil the view from Stowe.
There were a few brave souls who protested, notably Browne Willis,
author of the first history of Buckingham (1755) – an important work and
one of the many valuable books recently left to the University by Edward
Legg. But Browne Willis was ridiculed and sidelined. Brave as he was he
could not stand up to the Stowe juggernaut. The one thing you could not
say about Buckingham in the eighteenth century was that it was
independent.

There were many features of the Stowe system that – sadly – have
reappeared in the modern world. The Temples would have been entirely at
home in these days of questionable expense claims submitted by MPs.
They would have claimed for every penny they were entitled to and
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Max Beloff Centre for the Study of Liberty

The University of Buckingham would, quite simply,
not exist, were it not for Max Beloff. It is in his
memory that the University founded the Max Beloff
Centre for the Study of Liberty. The Centre is an
innovative development in scholarship in the United
Kingdom and as a unique academic centre for the
study of liberty we hope it will flourish and welcome
scholars from all parts of the world.

The Beloff Centre has already hosted an academic
conference on “Classical Liberalism in the 21st

century: A Symposium in honour of Norman Barry”
at the University of Buckingham. The aim of the
conference was to discuss the contribution of the
late Norman Barry’s life and work to the defence of
classical liberalism and to consider the sustainability
of the classical liberal position in the 21st century.

The conference consisted of sessions devoted to a
wide spectrum of topics, ranging from taxation and
regulation to public goods and social capital. Also
classical liberal approaches to environmental
problems and to business ethics and corporate
capitalism. Speakers included Professor Martin
Ricketts, Dr Mark Pennington, Professor Colin
Robinson, Julian Morris, Dr Stephen Davies,
Professor Mustafa Erdogan, Dr Elaine Sternberg,
Philipp Booth, and Professor David Henderson.
Panel discussions were animated.

A documentary about the life and work of Professor
Barry was also shown at the conference. This
documentary, which featured interviews with former
colleagues and Professor Norman Barry, was
produced by Oguz Turan Yayla, the son of Dr Attila
Yayla, to whom we are extremely grateful for
proposing the documentary in the first place. 

The conference was a tribute to one of
Buckingham’s most respected academics, one of
the most influential political philosophers of our
times.

To contact the Centre you may email
beloffcentre@buckingham.ac.uk visit our website
www.buckingham/international/ or call Linda
Waterman at +44 1280 820120 

Philipp Müller (International Studies French ‘09) and
Patricia C. Prada Jimenez (International Studies’06
Reading MPhil History).

probably more. Above all the relationship between Stowe and
Buckingham reminds me of the one that now exists between the
state and most of the other universities in this country: the same
interference, the same stifling of initiative, the same bureaucracy,
the same appointment of yes-men, the same extravagance at the
tax-payers’ expense, the same indebtedness. The similarities are
endless and that is why this article is all about what not to do. 

The Pyramid Collapses

Sooner or later all pyramid schemes collapse, and when they do
they cause immense damage and suffering. The Stowe pyramid
started to weaken in the 1820s. Taxpayers were no longer willing
to pay for large payments to people who did very little. In 1832 the
Reform Act drastically reduced the political leverage of the families
like the Temple-Grenvilles. In other words, the flow of income from
the state dried up and there was no longer enough money to cover
the interest on the loans. In 1848 the bailiffs moved into Stowe, the
contents of the house were sold and the Duke of Buckingham,
grandson of George III’s bete noir, was declared bankrupt.

Of course, Buckingham was terribly hard hit. Businesses failed and
the servants lost their jobs. Hundreds left Buckingham hoping to
find a better life elsewhere, sometimes on the other side of the
world. The town entered a period of economic decline that lasted
into the twentieth century. 

Today, the state itself may well be in a rather similar position to
Stowe just before 1848. The present economic crisis is revealing
that its foundations are no more solid than the Stowe pyramid’s.
Those who depend upon the state – just like Buckingham depended
on the Temple-Grenvilles - are in for a rough time. Buckingham
learned the value of independence and the perils of dependency the
hard way. These are lessons that other universities will probably
soon be learning too. 

John Clarke
Professor of History and Secretary to Council

continued from page 11

The Buckingham Business School has recently become
an Accredited Study Centre for the Chartered Institute
of Marketing (CIM), with several qualification courses
currently on offer for an Autumn 2009 start. “We look
forward to developing a CIM programme which will
bring together the expertise of the academic and
professional community to better prepare marketers for
a ‘survival of the fittest’ business environment,” said
CIM Programme Director Anneke Edmonds, BA
DipM FCIM, Chartered Marketer.  For more
information about the CIM at Buckingham, visit the
Business School pages (www.buckingham.ac.uk) or
contact anneke.edmonds@buckingham.ac.uk.

CIM Launch



In May I was invited by Lord and Lady Luce
to attend an Afternoon Tea in the House of
Lords.
I felt honoured to receive this invitation, and
flew over from Amsterdam for the day.

With about 60 guests from the University,
including present students and graduates, it
was a nice mixture with people from all over
the world, from Ukraine and England, to
Bahamas and Switzerland. For me, being one
of the first graduates (1978), it was wonderful
to meet Professor John Clarke, who had been
one of my first lecturers in my student days.
There was chance to exchange views about
past dreams and realized objectives, discuss
future developments and of course the present
high ratings for the University of Buckingham.
Perhaps I am still one of the few students who

did not exchange their Buckingham Licence
for a degree; my CV is full enough.

During that day, reporters were interviewing
MPs about the “expenses” scandal and of
course this was a topic of discussion during the
afternoon. My view is simple: if we accept that
MPs are using their period in parliament as a
stepping stone to higher positions in industry
or similar management, then we should
abandon the idea of anyone being a MP for
ideological reasons. If we accept this then we
will surely have a different concept of TRUST.
MPs are normal people who can be greedy. So
if we accept that being poor is no reason to
steal for the working class, then there is no
excuse for MPs to try to get more money via
“the back door” even if their salary could be
higher. Their power and prestige should be a
nice bonus! 
Still the concept of trust is one to cherish.
When I wanted to study in Buckingham
in 1976, I was penniless. By borrowing
from friends, Foundations and a
scholarship from the University,
I was able to finance and finish my
studies. Thank you all.

Later in my profession in the
pharmaceutical industry I became
ill several times.
Every time my business credit card
was taken away and after recovery

returned. Then you realize what trust means
and what kind of trust a small piece of plastic
can be. 

A different form of trust is actually self-
confidence. Look at the present ICC World
Twenty/20 championship. The midgets like
Holland and in the past Zimbabwe could beat
bigger countries by punching holes in the self-
confidence of their opponents. Or think of the
old universities. Surely they had the same
attitude. Now they do not underestimate the
power of Buckingham anymore. 

In conclusion, I would like to thank Lord and
Lady Luce for making it possible to mount this
mini-platform. Now we see how important it is
that people in business, politics or sports can
proudly say with the economist E.F.
Schumacher: “Small can be beautiful”

Robert Rusche (Economics ‘78)

Lectures
Tuesday 14th July 6.30pm 
Jeremy Howard
Programme Director of the  MA in Decorative
Arts and Historic Interiors and Admissions
Tutor at the University of Buckingham
Princely Magnificence - George IV as
Patron and Collector

Tuesday 21st July 6:30pm 
Dr. Nicola Smith
Fellow of the University of Buckingham
Dealing with the Dispossessed: Henry VIII
and the Dissolution of the Monasteries

Tuesday 28th July 6.30pm
Dr. Joachim Strupp
Fellow of the University of Buckingham
'Thus far and further': the image of
Charles V

Concerts
As the Buckingham Summer Festival takes 
place in July, the University does not hold
concerts during the summer term.

For further details email
publicity@buckingham.ac.uk
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House of Lords

The Rt Hon The Lord Luce, KG
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University of Buckingham Business School becomes an Accredited Study Centre for the
Chartered Institute of Marketing
The University of Buckingham Business School has recently become an Accredited Study Centre
for the Chartered Institute of Marketing (CIM).
Sir Stuart Hampson, former chairman of the John Lewis Partnership, officially launched the CIM
Study Centre on Thursday, April 23 with a lecture entitled The John Lewis Partnership – creating
an enduring brand.
http://www.buckinghamtoday.co.uk/club-reports/Club-reports-May-1.5226454.jp
May 1 2009

ʻHydration Stationʼ
Alumnus Joshua Cvitan (Economics w Information Systemsʼ09) started his own business,
ʻHydration Stationʼ (a smoothie and milkshake bar in TheCentre:MK) which opened at the
beginning of July.  Josh will also be offering a permanent discount of 20% to Buckingham students
and we wish him every success for his business venture.
June 2009

Freeing universities to charge higher fees will be a bargain
University chiefs need to explain to the public that getting better-funded and more
effective universities means demanding the right to pay higher fees, writes Terence
Kealey.

June 4 2009

Peugeot win Le Mans 24-hour race 
Alumnus Marc Gene, (Economics, ʼ95) David Brabham and Alexander Wurz of Austria drove their
diesel-powered Peugeot number nine car to victory in the Le Mans 24-hour race to end Audi's
five-year domination of the event.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport1/hi/motorsport/8099543.stm
June 14 2009
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It has been a busy Spring in the
Development Office. Graduation was
tremendous fun – I was able to attend
every one of the ceremonies, and was
awed and inspired by each.  Next came
the Alumni Weekend and UBAA launch.
It was a real pleasure to attend
Saturday’s lectures and sessions – the
quality of each presentation was really
marvellous. Thanks to the alumni in
attendance and to the UBAA Steering
Committee, the Deans, each presenter
and the tireless staff of the Alumni Office
for making the weekend such a success.  

Our next event was the Annual London
Dinner, held in the Peers Dining Room of
the House of Lords on Thursday 7 May
and hosted by Baroness Rawlings.
Amongst the 80 attendees were a
number of honorary graduates, alumni,
friends, members of Council, faculty and
staff. Speakers included Baroness
Rawlings, who welcomed guests; Vice-
Chancellor Terence Kealey; and
Professor Chris Woodhead who offered
remarks on the current state of
education in the UK. Alumnus Dean
Junayed Miah offered thanks to the
speakers and attendees at the end of the
event. Guests included Sir Jonathan
Asbridge, Michael Beloff QC, Lord
Carrington, Dr Jung Chang, Professor
Ejup Ganic, Sir Gordon and Lady
Jewkes, Lord and Lady Kalms, Mrs
Terence Kealey, The Hon Tessa
Keswick, Sir Ivan Lawrence QC,
Marianna Viscountess Monckton,
Lord Neill, Sir Christopher Ondaatje,
Lord Scott of Foscote, Professor Karol
Sikora, Lord Skidelsky, Sir Jocelyn and
Lady Stevens, and Mrs Chris
Woodhead.

Finally, it was a treat to attend the Alumni
Tea Party at the House of Lords hosted
by Lord and Lady Luce, held in
recognition of our many alumni donors
and volunteers. Thanks to each of you
for all you do for the University of
Buckingham.

We received two important gifts in the
past several months. As you will read
below, alumnus Paul Davis has made a
meaningful contribution to postgraduate
studies in Literature by Research and
Biography or History by Research.
Alumni contributions are a welcome
indicator of the University’s success, and
gifts from our UK alumni can be
increased through the use of gift aid and
other matched funding, thus enhancing
the impact of each and every gift.

We received a significant legacy from
the estate of Edward Legg, a local
historian and University supporter who
was Chairman of the Buckinghamshire
Archaeological Society and involved with
many other organisations. Mr Legg
bequeathed his collection of local history
books to the University, along with a
generous cash bequest. Legacy gifts to
colleges and universities are becoming
increasingly common, as they benefit
both the donor and the charitable
beneficiary.  As a charity, the University
of Buckingham generally pays no tax on
gifts of money or property made either
during a donor’s lifetime or as part of a
legacy. In addition, legacies to
Buckingham do not generally attract
inheritance tax, thereby lowering the
inheritance tax to be paid by the family
or beneficiaries of a donor’s estate.
Please be assured that all gift
discussions are held in strictest
confidence. For further information,
please contact Julie P Bressor, Director
of Development at
julie.bressor@buckingham.ac.uk or on
+44 (0)1280 820142.

New gifts support
postgraduate study in
Humanities

Alumnus and University Research
Fellow Paul Davis has established the
Paul E.H. Davis Awards to promote
study and scholarship in three University
postgraduate programmes of study;
Literature by Research and Biography or
History by Research. In true
postgraduate fashion, Paul spread his
studies at Buckingham over a period of
time, receiving Humanities degrees in

1988 (MA), 1996 (MPhil) and 2008
(DPhil).

The awards will be available in 2009,
2010 and 2011, and include a
scholarship of £2,000 for study in
Literature by Research and three
exhibitions of £1,000 for study in
Literature by Research and Biography or
History by Research. In addition, two
prizes have been established for
excellence in thesis preparation in these
programmes.The prizes are named in
honour of Dr John Drew and Professor
John Clarke.

“I am passionate about Buckingham. I
believe strongly about retaining the
University’s independence, increasing its
public profile and about closer
involvement of the Alumni with the
University.  In making this gift, I know I
am making a real difference to my
University by investing in what I believe
in. This gift means a great deal to me – it
is my way of showing my deep
appreciation to my faculty and tutors,”
said Paul recently.

For more information on the awards or to
make an application, you can visit the
programme pages on the University of
Buckingham website or contact the
Development Office at
ubfoundation@buckingham.ac.uk.  To
discuss establishing a scholarship,
exhibition or prize at the University,
please contact Julie P Bressor, Director
of Development at
julie.bressor@buckingham.ac.uk or on
+44 (0)1280 820142.

Julie P Bressor

Development
Office News

Julie Bressor

To All Alumni
This publication is for you and if you
would like input into the next issue,

please send comments and ideas to
Oushan Deeljore.

The next publication we produce will
contain more information, updating you

on where alumni are these days and
what they are up to.

Please Note:
Copy for the next issue required by

Friday 2 October

www.buckingham.ac.uk



Lord Slynn
Professor Susan
Edwards wrote
this obituary for
Lord Slynn:

“Lord Slynn had
been connected
with Buckingham
for some
considerable time
and his wife taught
French here for
many years. He was
the Chairman of our
Advisory Board for

the Denning Law Journal and was awarded an Honorary Degree
in 1982.

Lord Slynn was a champion of human rights and liberty. He led the legal
campaign for the Iranian Resistance which eventually led to the removal
of the People’s Mojahedin Organization of Iran (PMOI / MEK) from the
British and EU blacklists. The Denning Law Journal in 2008 published
an article on proscription orders by the Chair of the Bar Human Rights
Group in which Lord Slynn’s contribution was noted in some detail.

He was a staunch believer that the law should not intervene in matters of
morality and thus dissented in the House of Lords in the case of Brown,
a case of considerable interest to students of criminal law as it raised the
issue of whether consent could be a defence to assault in the course of
sexual matters. Lord Slynn generously hosted the relaunch of the
Denning Law Journal in 2006 at the House of Lords. He was a man of
great warmth and charm and was greatly loved by his wife, Odile, and
all his family and friends.” 

Lord
George
Professor Martin
Ricketts writes of
Lord George:

“It is with great sadness
that the University has
learned of the death of
Lord George. He played a
central role in Britain’s

efforts during the 1990s to establish a sound basis for the management of
its currency and he oversaw the move towards independence for the
Bank of England. The University is proud to have had Lord George
among its honorary graduates.”
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Lord Slynn with Professor Susan Edwards

Jack Desborough
Mr ʻJackʼ John
Desborough, a major
benefactor to the
University and to
students of the
Business School, died
in hospital on
Tuesday 21 April
2009 at the age of 84. 

John first visited the
University in 1988
and in 1995 he
indicated his intention

to leave Buckingham a bequest in his will. However, in
1998, after receiving a windfall, he also offered an annual
bursary for a British student studying Business, and since
1999 many students have been supported by Desborough
Scholarships. 

Why did John decide that Buckingham and its students
were worthy of his support, even though he had no special
connections with the area? He was impressed that
Buckinghamʼs degree courses were for two years, rather
than three. He also recognised that, in contrast to the
situation at other, larger universities, few bursaries were
available for Buckingham students. 

As well as supporting students with scholarships, from
2006 John was also closely associated with the BSc
Business Enterprise programme. He has donated many
thousands of pounds to the ̒ seed-cornʼ capital fund, which
has funded the start-up and operation of businesses for
more than 20 Business Enterprise students. John was also
an active member of the Buckingham Angels venture
capital panel, and his incisive questions will be sorely
missed by the other members when this yearʼs panel
meets in May.

Nigel Adams

Mr ʻJackʼ John Desborough

The University has recently lost two of its
Honorary Graduates, Lord Slynn of Hadley and
Lord George of St Tudy and also major
benefactor, Mr John Desborough 

Lord George



Contact: 

 Lydia-Mary Mabere K. 

Manager & Owner 

Casa Zanzibar Country Villa 

Tel/Fax: (00351) 265913312 

Mobile: (00351) 934989737 

E-mail: 
casazanzibarcountryvilla@y
mail.com 

Site: casazanzibar.vmdigital.net 
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Staff  Student Alumni

The Staff, Student and Alumni Art Exhibition is back again this Autumn
and we're looking for pieces to include in this year's event... These could
be photographs, paintings, drawings, sculptures, models, poems, short
stories, music, dancing...basically, anything you have created and would
be happy to exhibit.

The exhibition will raise money for the UBSOS fund which was set up
after the tsnami of 2004 to raise money to help children in deprived
areas overseas.

Submit all work by 12th October

27-29th October 2009

Please contact: Oushan Deeljore on oushan.deeljore@buckingham.ac.uk - 01280 820230

Venue: Chandos Road Building,
University of Buckingham

Do you remember Buckingham University in 1990-1991? 
Come to spend some time at Casa Zanzibar! Where in a peaceful atmosphere, you will certainly remember the
good old days spent in Buckingham with your friends, under the starry sky of the beautiful Alentejo country-side.

Special prices all year for: Old or new Buckingham students; University staff members; And teachers! 


