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Buckingham No1 in National Students Survey

Buckingham 4.28 4.40
Open 4.12 4.50
St Andrews 4.10 4.40
East Anglia 4.08 4.30
Leicester 4.08 4.30
Loughborough 4.08 4.20
Aberystwyth 4.05 4.30
Hull 4.00 4.20
Birkbeck 3.98 4.30
Durham 3.97 4.20
Exeter 3.97 4.10
Southampton 3.97 4.20
St Mary's University College 3.97 4.20
Lampeter 3.97 4.20
King's College London 3.95 4.20
Reading 3.95 4.10
Bangor 3.95 4.10
Glasgow 3.93 4.10
York 3.93 4.10
Huddersfield 3.92 4.00
Kent 3.92 4.10
Lancaster 3.92 4.10
Teesside 3.92 4.00
Newport 3.92 3.90
Bradford 3.90 4.00
Imperial College 3.90 4.20
Staffordshire 3.90 3.90
Swansea 3.90 4.10
Aston 3.88 4.10
Chichester 3.88 4.10
Queen's, Belfast 3.88 4.10
Bolton 3.87 4.00
Oxford Brookes 3.87 4.00
Bristol 3.87 4.10
Cardiff 3.87 4.10
Liverpool 3.87 4.10
Newcastle 3.87 4.00
Canterbury Christ Church 3.85 4.10
City 3.85 4.00
Glamorgan 3.85 4.00
Leeds 3.85 4.00
Northampton 3.85 4.00
Sheffield 3.85 4.10
Winchester 3.85 4.00
Essex 3.83 4.00
Brighton 3.83 3.90
Derby 3.83 3.90
Edge Hill 3.83 3.90

Edinburgh 3.83 4.00
Gloucestershire 3.83 3.90
Goldsmiths 3.83 4.00
Plymouth 3.83 4.00
Ulster 3.83 4.00
Central Lancashire 3.83 3.90
Queen Mary 3.82 4.00
Chester 3.82 4.00
Coventry 3.82 4.00
Nottingham 3.82 4.00
Stranmillis University College 3.82 4.00
UWIC 3.82 3.90
Northumbria 3.80 3.90
Portsmouth 3.80 3.90
Worcester 3.80 4.00
Bath 3.78 4.00
Central England 3.78 3.90
Keele 3.78 4.00
Sunderland 3.78 3.80
West of England, Bristol 3.77 3.90
Bedfordshire 3.77 3.80
Hertfordshire 3.77 3.80
Kingston 3.75 3.90
Manchester Metropolitan 3.75 3.80
Roehampton 3.75 4.00
Salford 3.75 3.80
Southampton Solent 3.75 3.70
Surrey 3.75 3.80
Wolverhampton 3.75 3.70
Anglia Ruskin 3.73 3.80
Bournemouth 3.73 3.70
Bath Spa 3.70 3.90
De Montfort 3.70 3.70
Leeds Metropolitan 3.70 3.70
Nottingham Trent 3.70 3.80
Sheffield Hallam 3.70 3.80
York St John University College 3.70 3.80
Bucks Chilts University College 3.68 3.70
Middlesex 3.68 3.70
Greenwich 3.67 3.70
Sussex 3.67 3.80
Brunel 3.65 3.80
Liverpool Hope 3.65 3.90
Uni College of Creative Arts 3.65 3.60
Lincoln 3.63 3.60
Thames Valley 3.60 3.60
Westminster 3.60 3.80
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The National Student
Survey

Last year the Government’s Higher
Education and Funding Council of
England (Hefce) commissioned a survey
of all final year university students in
Britain. The survey was conducted by the
IpsosMORI polling organisation and was
therefore independent. The students were
asked questions in the categories of i)
Teaching, ii) Assessment and Feedback,
iii) Academic Support, iv) Organisation
and Management, v) Learning Resources,
vi) Personal Development and vii) Overall
Satisfaction. 

The results of the survey were published
in the Times Higher Education
Supplement (THES) of 25 August 2006
and are reproduced unchanged on the
front page. As you’ll see, Buckingham
emerged as Britain’s top university for
students. The THES concluded that: “Top
of the table, according to the Times
Higher’s scoring, is Buckingham
University, the UK’s only private higher
education institution”. 

Some news organisations, following
Hefce’s weighting of the data (see the
table) identified the Open University as
number one, with ourselves as number
two. We have no problem with this
because the Open University is not a
traditional or residential university, but an
online or distance learning university, and
is therefore very different from ourselves.
Even on the Hefce weighting, therefore,
we are Britain’s top residential university. 

Moreover the Open University is the only
other in Britain that, like us, has
historically charged realistic fees, thus
confirming the importance in higher
education of independence from the state. 

Over 157,000 students participated
nationally. The only significant weakness
to the survey is that Oxford, Cambridge,
the London School of Economics,
University College London and Warwick
do not appear; yet universities were
included only if over 50 per cent of their
final year students responded. So why did

those five lead universities not participate? 

One clue is provided by the position that
the one lead UK university to participate,
Imperial College, attained. Imperial is of
the same calibre as the five non-
participating universities, but when it came
to student satisfaction its achievement
was indifferent, coming about a third of
the way down.

Or, as the THES’s editorial asked:- “Is it a
coincidence that those that did not
achieve the necessary response rate [to
participate in the survey] are
predominantly from the upper reaches of
the league tables, where anything other
than a sparkling verdict may damage an
institution’s standing?” 

As the THES was suggesting, the
conventional league tables predominantly
reflect universities’ achievements as
research institutions, whereas the National
Student Survey reflects their
achievements as teaching institutions, and
the sad story of the last 30 years has
been the decline of the conventional
universities as centres of teaching. 

Over the last 30 years average
staff:student ratios in the state sector in
the UK have fallen from 1:9 to 1:17,
whereas in Buckingham they remain at
1:9. Spending per student has halved on
average in all other universities in the UK
over the last 30 years, but in Buckingham
it has remained unchanged, corrected for
inflation.

We are, quite simply, the best British
university for teaching because we are the
only university in the UK to prioritise
teaching over the meeting of Government
bureacratic targets. Ironically, one of those
targets is raising the level of non-white
student attendance. Without any spur from
Government, we seem to have done well
in that regard.

What are universities for? The first
European university was the University of
Bologna, founded around 1100, and for
their first 700 years the European
universities recognised that their prime
responsibility was to teach. But in 1810,
under the influence of Wilhelm von
Humboldt, the Prussian state created the
University of Berlin as a research
university. 

Humboldt’s hope was that a state-funded
research university would help change
Prussia’s culture. Prussia was daunted by
Britain’s lead in the Industrial Revolution

(a lead driven by its private industrial
research) and Humboldt suggested that a
state-funded research university would
help change Prussia’s culture from a
peasant and military one into a research
and commercial one.

So it did, but it also changed the nature of
the university. A university focussed on
teaching is focussed on the student, but a
university focussed on research is
focussed on the Government, because
only a Government will fund public
research. Consequently, a Government-
funded university must neglect the student
because its focus must shift from
satisfying students to satisfying
governments.

But teaching is more important. Research
can take place almost anywhere, and
some of the best research institutions are
indeed not universities – witness,
ironically, the Max Planck institutes in
Germany itself. Yet if a university fails to
teach properly, then the student’s
experience is damaged irreversibly. Few
students get a second chance at an
undergraduate career.

Research and scholarship are, of course,
important fertilisers of teaching, which is
why some 10 per cent of Buckingham’s
expenditure is on research but, in a
healthy university, research is the servant,
not the master, of teaching and – as the
NSS reveals – we are the healthiest
university in the UK.

We would like to be even healthier, and all
the evidence shows that an independent
university can flourish only when it is well-
endowed. Harvard is the world’s best
university, its endowments exceed $25
billion, and 60 per cent of its alumni give
money annually. In so doing they are
investing in their own degrees, because
the better the university the grander are its
graduates, even 30 years after they have
left.

Fundraising here is going well – the Nobel
Laureate Ronald Coase, for example, has
just donated a further five scholarships to
supplement the five he gave us last year,
and some alumni have been beautifully
generous – but we’re still $24.998 billion
short of Harvard’s endowment. I hope you
might think of emulating Harvard’s 60 per
cent, and invest in your own resource –
the University of Buckingham.

Terence Kealey
Vice-Chancellor
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Message from the Vice-Chancellor
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Editor’s News

You may have noticed
on our website that
since our last issue of
the Independent a new
post has been created
in the PR/Alumni
Department. We now
have a Country Groups
and Alumni Annual
Fund Co-ordinator.
Kate Jones, who took
on this position in its
early days is sadly

leaving us ..... but much as we will miss her we
wish her well on her travels around Australia. So
we are looking for a new person to take on this
challenging and expanding role.

Our Country Groups are really coming together,
particularly this year in Kenya, Nigeria, Japan and
Pakistan. We will continue to work hard with you to
help create groups of Buckingham alumni
worldwide - a network of links that benefits
everyone. By the time you read this newsletter
there will have been alumni gatherings in Kenya,
Nigeria and shortly in Japan. Students in every

country that is to receive a visit by a member of
staff from Buckingham next year (2007) will be
contacted by us shortly so that we can help you
arrange an event if you wish.

I also wanted to report on our progress with the
charity group that was founded following the
tragedy of the Asian Tsunami. Staff and students
have been meeting regularly, arranging small
events and planning for the future on a regular
basis. We have held book sales for students;
‘pamper’ times for staff, students and townspeople;
put together a cookery book collated by staff with
recipes from many of our staff and students from
around the world; received donations following all
of our public lectures and concerts and have also
received individual donations. We now have just
over £2,000 and we have, to date, sent books on a
regular basis to a school in Sri Lanka, as well as
delivering packs of cooking utensils and paper and
colouring pencils. These items were delivered by
Harin Sellahewa (DPhil Computing ’07), who is
the founder of the group.

We have also just heard that the current Students
Union Committee has promised that any event

held by them will donate 5% of the profits on
anything under £200 and 10% of the profits on
anything over that amount. We are very grateful
indeed to them for their support. If you are
supporting a project in your own country that you
think could be helped by UBSOS, please do let us
know at ubsos@buckingham.ac.uk.

As the links between the Alumni Office and the
students grow, a huge thank you must go to each
of our Student Sabbatical Officers from over the
years. Iva Netzova (LLM ’05), our current SSO,
will be leaving us at the end of this year, and we
will miss her cheery smile and optimism. She has
been a tremendous support and help with both the
Independent and in keeping us in touch with the
current student body. We wish her the very best
of luck in her future career choices and will ask
her to stay in touch and let us all know what she is
doing over the coming years.

Anne Matsuoka
Public Affairs Officer/Alumni Relations
Tel: +44 (0)1280 820338
Email: anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk

Greetings to All,

First of all I am happy
to say that the 30th

Anniversary
‘Homecoming
Weekend’– 29th–30th

July was an
unparalleled success.
In this edition of the
Independent, among
other news, you will
also find a number of

responses about the biggest event of the year,
stories by alumni telling us about their experiences
and impressions of the ‘Weekend’ and the
University as a whole and what they have been
doing since graduating from Buckingham. 

I personally think that the ‘Homecoming Weekend’
was a real triumph. To start with, there was a
special vibration in the air prior to the celebrations.
The whole campus was decorated with the flags of
the different nationalities represented in the
University, which in our case are around 80!

The day started with coffee on Saturday, followed
by a welcome address by the Vice-Chancellor, Dr
Terence Kealey and an update on the University’s
developments, then lunch. In the afternoon, each
School had its own events with notice boards,
photos and places where you could leave your
own message.  I visited all of them and they were
brilliant. Of course the one closest to my heart was
the Law School as that is where I completed my
degree. There was definitely a sense of nostalgia
in the air combined with sweet memories.

From 5pm onwards, Beloff lawn was transformed
into the venue of the evening. There was music
and drinks, a pig roast, a barbeque, two live bands
and a singer who sang ‘Happy Birthday’ when the
‘30th Anniversary’ cake was brought centre stage.
Current student (and son of two of our alumni)
Richard Vriesinga (Politics, Economics and
Law) blew out the candles. After that came the
‘30th Anniversary’ awards. I am really pleased for
Linda Waterman, who won the Support Staff

Award and Eddie Shoesmith, who won the
Teaching Staff Award. They both truly deserve
their prizes. The Alumnus of the Year award was
won by Alex Jovy (LLB ’95). Unfortunately he
was unable to attend the event but the award was
accepted on his behalf. The day ended with a
disco in the Refectory until the early hours of
Sunday morning.

On Sunday, the picnic on the South Front Lawn at
Stowe School was very English!  Blue skies, fluffy
white clouds, strawberries and cream and a cricket
match!  People were chatting to each other and
enjoying the beautiful sunny weather. Stefan
Ridley, the Sports Officer, had also organised
sports on the lawn including volleyball, Frisbee and
croquet.  The following link will take you to the
main web story about the 30th Anniversary
‘Homecoming Weekend’ and the photo gallery:
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/news/newsarchive20
06/anniversary-06.html

I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to
everyone who has been part of the wonderful 30th

Anniversary ‘Homecoming Weekend’. The
organisers did a fantastic job, which included a lot
of hard work and effort. I would like to thank all the
alumni and their families who were able to come
and celebrate with us from all over the world. Last
but not least, I would like to thank the current
students who acted as excellent hosts to the
event.

This year Rag Week was held between 11 - 18
August and was aimed at raising money for
charities. We had the first ever FASH06: The
Show. This included a combination of acts
including: a Hip Hop Dance, Arabic Dance,
modelling, singing, performances on the Piano and
a Prize Draw. A huge thank you must go out to
Stela Stefanova, Shammi Sellahewa, Mike
Mahon (all on the Business Enterprise course),
Ricky Phakey, DJ Hana, DJ Sunil and everyone
else who had helped in organising the magnificent
event. Bravo! 
An even bigger ‘Thank you’ should go out to all the
performers at the event, the models and of course
the very generous sponsors: Browns, Villiers

Hotel and Nelle beauty and accessories. 
FASH06: The Show, which I had the honour of
presenting, was a huge success and raised a total
of £950 for the following charities: Ali’s Dream,
Kids Out and SOS Children’s Villages. In total
the University managed to raise a whopping £2100
for the above three charities. Here former SU
President Manuel Escudero (LLB ’07) and former
SU Societies’ Co-ordinator Robyn-Dawn Lynes
(LLB ’07), proudly present the cheques to the
representatives of two of the three charities. Each
of the charities received £700. We congratulate
Robyn-Dawn Lynes, as the student who raised
the most funds during RAG Week.

Manuel Escudero, Charles Derbyshire from the
charity Ali’s Dream, Rae Spencer from Kids Out
and Robyn-Dawn Lynes

As part of the celebrations, and to thank the
students for our success in the National Student
Survey, a party was held on Friday 3rd November.
The renowned DJ Tim Westwood, who has
regular shows on Radio 1 and is often invited to
play in the Ministry of Sound came to our
University. The party was great, the audience was
ecstatic and the DJ was magnificent. The students
really appreciated this gesture by the University.

Unfortunately, I’ll be leaving in December and
would like to say good-bye to everyone from the
pages of this Independent and wish you all the
best of luck in your future endeavours.

Best regards,
Iva G. Netzova (LLM ‘05)

Iva’s News



Alumni at Work

Sanam Singh

UN of Universities
When I attended the Student Exchange
Program that the University of
Buckingham has with the University of
Southern Maine, Maine USA, I was
introduced to the Law School as “a
student from the United Nations of
Universities; a student from a university
that has students and alumni from over 80
countries.” I remember feeling really proud
of where I have come from, but I add to
that today and say I feel extremely
grateful and privileged to be part of the
Buckingham family. 

After leaving Buckingham, I returned to
India and taught law at the Amity Law
School - Business laws and the Law of
Contracts, Intellectual Property, and a new
subject that had just been introduced -
Law & Emerging Technology. Not having
any legal education in India, I found that
the discipline of self-study and preparation
for tutorials with which Buckingham had
equipped me, was a natural support on
which to rely when it came to preparing
lectures. I realised how much work
actually goes into the teaching, and it is a
lot more than one thinks - so to all the
Lecturers and Tutors who patiently hone
our legal skills, and sharpen our minds,
Thank you for your support... I am so
grateful to you as I reap the harvest of
the seeds you had sown. No lawyer can
know the workings of the law until they get
some practice. I worked as an Advocate
in the chambers of Mr. R. K. Anand, then
MP (Rajya Sabha) and designated Senior
Advocate, for the last three years
practising law at the Delhi High Court. 

As I had completed the vocational training
to be a solicitor at the Oxford Institute of
Legal Practice, I wanted to go back to
doing some commercial work and drafting,
so when I was offered an in-house
position with the Azal Group (now
changing its name to Azadea Group) as
Legal Manager UAE, based in Dubai, I
recently made the move and love where I
am and what I am doing. The move here
was relatively easy, and what made it so
much easier is the fact that having
attended the “UN of Universities” I have
gotten in touch with Buckingham alumni in
Dubai. 
Sanam Singh (LLB ’99 and LLM ’00)

After Buckingham…
Imran Shafiq, a graduate of the 1994-
1995 session of Buckingham LLB
programme, is now working as a
successful barrister in Pakistan. After
graduating from Buckingham University as
a lawyer and being called to Bar at
Lincoln’s Inn, Imran made his way to the
prestigious Georgetown University in
Washington DC, where he completed his
masters degree in law.  He then returned
to Pakistan equipped with the finest British
and American legal education. After
working for a year with a local corporate
firm he then joined forces, as an advocate
of the High Courts of Pakistan, with his
old Buckingham buddy, Mian Sultan Tanvir
Ahmed. In the last 7 years, he has
managed to convert his partnership with
Sultan into a full- fledged law firm, dealing
primarily with Corporate, Banking and Tax
law. At the moment, this firm has eight
energetic and fully-committed lawyers
working as a team dedicated to providing
professional excellence. Imran is also on
the visiting faculty of one the best law and
accountancy schools in the country. He is
married and has two children, a son and a
daughter. 

Sitting (l to r): Mian Sultan Tanvir Ahmed
and Imran Shafiq  
Standing (l to r): Ammar Shaikh, Yasser
Latif Hamdani,  Imran Mushtaq, Haroon
Dugal

The second member of this Buckingham
duo, Mian Sultan Tanvir Ahmed, also from
the 1994-1995 session, took the same
Lincoln’s Inn route to Bar, but unlike Imran
Shafiq, he opted to return to Pakistan to
practise law directly.  Soon after his
return, he was enrolled as an advocate of
the High Court and established a
successful practice. He initially worked
with two law firms but switched over to his
partnership with Imran Shafiq in 1999.  In
the sabbatical since, Sultan managed to
earn a name for himself as a serious and
effective litigator. He is a budding
politician with national aspirations and like
Imran, Sultan also devotes some time to
the instruction of law at  well known
Pakistani law schools.  He is married and
has three children, two daughters and a
son.

Imran Shafiq (LLB ’96)

News from Daniel
Theyagu

I graduated from
Buckingham in 1989,
LLB(Hon). On
returning to
Singapore, I started
teaching Law for
University of London
external students.

Following a Masters
in Education
(Sheffield) via
distance learning, I

started conducting
seminars and workshop on memory
enhancement and speed-reading. I then
moved on to conducting workshops on
negotiation skills, conflict resolution and
creative thinking.

Next I did a PhD via distance learning with
an American University. On the merits of
my thesis, I managed to get an adjunct
lecturing post at Nanyang Technological
University (Singapore) teaching on the
following subjects:

Ways of Thinking for Creative Solutions in
Problem solving; Leader’s Role in the
Development of People within an
Organization; Emotional Intelligence: and
Insights from Shakespeare. 

I’ve written three books so far: Making
Memory work for you; Guide to Success in
Studies w/o tears or fears: for mature
students and Developing True Leadership
Potential (co-written).

In 2005, after working for a number of
organizations, I started my own
consultancy firm based in Singapore  -
Lateral Solutions Consultancy.
I have also published articles in
magazines, journals and newspaper on
Management issues.

Dr Daniel Theyagu (LLB ’89)
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ADVERTISING
With a circulation of 8,500, the
Independent opens Advertising

Pages for all our alumni.

You are more than welcome to take
this opportunity to publicise your

business. 
Please contact us with wording, logo
etc., and indicate the size you would
prefer. The costs will be: quarter £50,
half £100, full £200, all in four colour

and based on A4 size sheet. 

If you have any queries, please
contact: 

Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820230

Email: alumni@buckingham.ac.uk

Dr Daniel Theyagu



Alumni at Work

Showing the Real
Image of Africa to
the World

Gifted with a good sense of humour, a
graceful height and good looks, June
Akinyi Arunga could easily pass for the
“nice girl next door.” On the busy streets
of Nairobi, where this outgoing woman
occasionally ventures out with friends
whenever she is in the country, few would
pick her out from a crowd. 

June Arunga (left) with Rwandan
President Paul Kagame at State House in
Kigali during the shooting of the
documentary, Africa, Who Is to Blame?

But within the hallowed precincts of some
African palaces and other high places
across the world, the 24-year-old is a
familiar face. In the course of her journey
in search of what she calls the true African
story, the budding Kenyan filmmaker has
rubbed shoulders with Rwanda’s
President Paul Kagame, former Tanzanian
President Benjamin Mkapa and his
Ghanaian counterpart, Jerry Rawlings,
with whom she co-presented ‘’Africa! Who
is to blame?’’

June has also come face to face with
Margaret Thatcher, the former British
Prime Minister, popularly referred to as
the Iron Lady during her tenure, and with
South Africa’s Nobel Peace Laureate,
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, among others. 

And to her powerful hosts, she is the little
girl from Kenya with a task of enormous
proportions – to present the real image of
Africa to the world.  

“It is nauseating to keep blaming the
Western media for portraying Africa in a
bad light because to them it is war, famine
and other things that make headlines
because they are not familiar with them. It
will only be when we start giving our
stories that the trend will change,” she
says.  

June already has her name on four
documentaries about Africa. Most of them
seek to resolve the stubborn dilemma:
Why is Africa, with all its potential wealth,
still lagging behind in development? 

In 2003, a production company in London
was looking for an African presenter for a
documentary about Africa’s hotspots –
The Devil’s Footpath. June got the job,
while still a university student, on the
strength of a good word put in for her by
people who had worked with her on
another documentary entitled,
Globalisation is Good, the previous year. 

Tougher than she looks, her character is
built on the foundation of Kenya’s public
school system and a middle class
upbringing. The first of eight children,
June was born in Nakuru, where her
father worked for John Deere. “My parents
and grandparents were the major
influences in my life,” she says. She
attended Moi Primary and Kenya High
School before joining the University of
Nairobi in 2000 to study medicine. But she
switched to Law, which she pursued for
two years and then quit after a students’
strike. “It (University of Buckingham) is
the first ‘private school’ I attended,” she
says.  

Two of her brothers are musicians –
Jason Ombado is a local DJ, while the
other studied Jazz and composition in
New York and has a world-touring band.
Their younger brother is a high school
student, as are two younger sisters.
Another sister is at university in the US
and the other is attending college in
Nairobi. 

At just 24, June’s CV reads like that of
any top achiever in life. In March, she
graduated with a Law degree from the
University of Buckingham. But it is her
adventure in the film world that has thrust
her to international fame. 

“When I moved to England, I did some
work for the International Policy Network,
which helped me get articles published in
newspapers around the world. I wrote
particularly about trade and how
government policies affect entrepreneurs,”
says June. 

While researching for her articles, she
was inspired by ‘’In Defence of Global
Capitalism’’, a book by Johan Norberg, a
Swedish Economic historian. When she
met the author, she engaged him on how
globalisation has created opportunities in
Kenya. 

Unknown to her, her sentiments really

impressed him and when Channel 4
decided to do a documentary on the book,
they called her to find out if she was
willing to work with Johan on the Kenyan
segment. 

For now, June says her dream is to make
documentaries, if possible one every year,
to tell the true African story. She also
hopes to start a talk show featuring people
from Africa and beyond.

Story by Philip Mwaniki
Publication Date: 4/23/2006
’’LIFESTYLE MAGAZINE’’
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Comments on Professor
John Clarke’s article in the

previous Independent
‘Thirty Years On’

Dear John,
As the Independent is still one of the few
newsletters which I receive in paper I tend
to read it in bed. As much as this is a
comfortable place to read it is not (yet!?)
the place to respond immediately and
interactively in the online world to the
articles one reads. Usually, my good
intentions to "do something about it" are
swept away by a good night's sleep.
However, reading your article about 30
years at UoB was such a joyful
experience, evoking so many wonderful
memories of my time as a Lektorin and
student that my urge to thank you for it
survived the night. I hope you had a great
time with all the celebrations.
Unfortunately, I could not make it this time
- but I am planning for the 40th.
Have a great summer.

Birgit Otto (BSc Business Studies ’93)

Dear John,
I enjoyed your reminiscences of 30 years
ago in "The Independent'. It's hard to
believe that 30 years have rushed by since
we met (actually, it's nearly 31: we first met
at a UCB presentation in the Merchants'
Hall, Edinburgh, in September 1995). It's
almost harder to believe that Buckingham
is where it is today, when you think of the
crises in the early years.

So how are things there these days? I get
the impression that the institution is
thriving. I hope I'm right, because a lot of
people have invested a lot of their lives in
making a go of the "Buckingham
experiment".

All the best to you and all my friends at
UB. Good luck for the next 30!

Professor Douglas Bridges
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The Next Generation 

It was with great pride that Bianca and I
learned from our son, Richard, that he had
contacted Mr. Mike McCrostie regarding
the PEL program at the University of
Buckingham.

At that time, Richard was attending the
University of Louisville in Kentucky. Since
we had moved to California and his sister,
Sandra, was at Clemson University in
South Carolina, he began to reflect upon
his own past and future.

Richard Vriesinga at Muskoka’s north of
Toronto, Canada

After a few emails went back and forth,
Mike asked Richard if he was related to
Mark and Roland Vriesinga, former
Buckingham students. Richard
confirmed that not only is Mark his
father and Roland his uncle, but he
added that his mother, Bianca, is also a

graduate of Buckingham (Law 1982).

Shortly afterwards, Richard contacted us
to see if we would agree with his transfer
to Buckingham. We were delighted with
Richard’s decision and impressed that,
after 25 years and thousands of students,
Mike still remembered us.

We were particularly pleased with
Richard’s response to the question of why
he chose to attend the University of
Buckingham. He felt that being born in
England, having dual nationality (Dutch
mother and Canadian father), but mainly
growing up in the US, he needed a
broader international exposure in order to
succeed in an increasingly global
economy. 

The University of Buckingham brings
together over 80 nationalities in a
relatively small and personal setting where
students are not merely exposed to high
level academic studies, but also to a
wealth of international influences. While
academic skills are important, equally so
is the understanding of international
cultures, the changes occurring globally
and how to relate to them.

Buckingham provided my wife, Bianca,
and me with a truly wonderful experience

and great education.  We are extremely
excited for Richard to have the same
opportunity, and proud that he is one of
the first generation of Alumni children. 

Sandra has graduated with a B.A.
(Honours) from Clemson University at the
very young age of 20, and will go on to
Law School in the United States, but looks
forward to visiting her brother soon and
becoming acquainted with Buckingham. 

Bianca and Mark Vriesinga on Laguna
Beach, California

The founders of Buckingham, the
Students, the Alumni, the Staff, and
perhaps most importantly the permanent
residents of Buckingham have a lot to be
proud of.

Bianca Vriesinga (LLB ’82) and Mark
Vriesinga (BA Politics, Economics and
Law ‘81)

News from Sri Lanka

Pushpika Weerakoon

After completing my postgraduate studies
at Buckingham I arrived home in Sri
Lanka for good in 2004 having completed
the New York bar review program
conducted by the Center for Law Training
in London. Ever since,  the word
Buckingham has become a part of my
everyday vocabulary. In  March 2004 the
Sri Lankan Sunday TIMES carried an
article about me for the ‘Womens day’
section in which I spoke highly of my
university and how it contributed to make
me the person I am today. It also carried
Dr. Terence Kealey’s statement which he
issued at the occasion of my receiving the
Certificate of Excellence from the UK
Education minister in 2000 for the work I
had done as the ‘Millennium Volunteer’ at
the Citizens Advice Bureau,
Buckinghamshire.  

While getting acquainted with the local
scene, I completed a Diploma in Banking
& Insurance and a Diploma in Human
Rights, for which I prepared a research
and presentation entitled ‘Torture in the Sri
Lankan Police Stations’. It not only won
the award for the ‘Best Research and
Presentation’ but also stirred up chaos
among the higher authorities (debates and
discussions are still taking place about
whether or not to publish it!). For the
research I had to visit police stations,
morgues and speak to junior medical
officers (JMOs) and victims of torture.
which is not something normally done by
a girl of my background and age but
luckily my parents, and especially my
brother, understand my interests and
supported me, making me feel secure at
all times. Mr M.C.M. Iqbal, Consultant for
the Human Rights Commission Sri Lanka,
acknowledged my research and
presentation abilities. He, and now most
of my peers in the legal profession, know
that these abilities were fostered by the
training I got from my lecturers in the Law
School and the Psychology departments
at Buckingham. The late night discussions
and training sessions prior to the
‘Buckingham Friends Presentation
Competition’ or the ‘Mooting competitions’
in the law library, Verney Cafeteria or the

Refectory are memories I often re-live. 

In 2005 I represented Sri Lanka at the
‘Leadership Training for Women’
programme conducted by the USA State
Department. I was in Washington, New
York, Philladelpia and St Louis. The
highlight of the tour was the meeting
organised by the First  Lady, Laura Bush
and  by Condoleezza Rice to congratulate
women leaders who have contributed to
the betterment of society. I was proud to
have been able to represent my country at
such an important gathering. Just before
we left I was recognised as the ‘Most
versatile and friendliest’ participant. Such
behaviour I believe was made possible by
the multi-cultural student body I
associated with at Buckingham. The get-
togethers in the Verney Park kitchen
taught me a lot about foreign culture and
quite a few important foreign phrases
which made my fellow participants feel I
was one of them at all times.     

At the moment, as the Director / Registrar
of the Alternative Dispute Resolution
Institute, I conduct workshops under the
guidance of my Chairman Hon.
S.S.Wijeratne, to promote island- wide
mediation. Relief is provided by Mediation
in disputes, especially those caused by
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the Tsunami disaster. We have conducted
workshops in the Tsunami affected areas
to train the grass root level leaders on
Mediation and relevant legal knowledge
and building on past success we are
looking forward to extend the training to
the non-Tsunami areas.  

I’d love to get in touch with all my friends
worldwide and hear from my dear
lecturers. So do please keep in touch
(Email: pushpiweerakoon@yahoo.co.uk
Mobile: 077 3760044) 

I wish Dr Terence Kealey and the entire
Buckingham University all success in their

future endeavours!

With much Love…
Pushpi.

Pushpika Weerakoon (LLB ’02 and PGD
International and Commercial Law ‘ 04)
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Director’s Debut

Klaus Pas, Director

“Displaced” (Déplacés) is my first short
film, shot with a professional French crew.
We have shown the film at Kodak Paris
and the audience responded very
positively. My director of photography,
Isabelle Dumas had previously worked on
the “Césars” studded film “The beat that
my heart skipped” by French director
Jacques Audiard.

I finished my BA in Financial Services in
March 2001 and moved back to Geneva. I
rather promptly got myself a job in private
banking, joining the Junior Key People
Program at UBS. I stayed with the bank
for two years, working with client advisors,
portfolio managers, real estate fund
managers and SME M&A advisors - two
years of great experience that taught me
what the professional private banking
world is all about… and that it wasn’t
going to be mine.

So in October 2003, I arrived in Paris to
start a one-year theoretical film-directing
program at ESEC. I then decided to
continue my studies with a newly created,
practical two-year Master in Fine Arts Film
Directing program at EICAR, the
international film school of Paris.
“Displaced” is my thesis film, an EICAR &
Pasmania Entertainment Ltd. co-
production. 
The film is about Arnaud, who runs a
famous jazz club in Paris, where ‘’the
displaced ‘’gravitate, victims of global
changes affecting our increasingly global

society. He has to decide the fate of two
illegal immigrants, Mady and his son
Mustafa, displaced from their cotton fields
in Mali as a result of global trade and sole
survivors of a terrible fire which made
them seek shelter in his cellar. To the beat
of Smokey Sam, who can’t make it back
to New Orleans because of hurricane
Katrina, Sylvia the Polish waitress, one of
many EU migrants, and lovers Mei Line
and Jia Wei, two generations of Chinese
immigrants and restless musician David
gather to witness Mady’s cry of hope. One
day in the life of Arnaud where he has to
make a choice that should change views
of life beyond jazz.  

Déplacés – the Poster

Much like life at Buckingham, this film
deals with the richness of an increasingly
multi-cultural society and the importance
of open-mindedness. 

I would be happy to donate a copy of the
DVD for the University of Buckingham
Library and maybe for a projection in the
Chandos Road lecture room, if those still
take place.

With Pasmania Entertainment Ltd.
(www.pasmania.com), we are currently
raising the finance for a documentary
about the reintegration of former child
soldiers in Liberia. In the meantime, my
brother Cédric is back from Buckingham
with his Law degree and his LLM; maybe
he will join my adventure as an
entertainment lawyer.

See you all in February for the Graduation
Ball.  

Klaus Pas (BSc Financial Services ’01)

The University Of Life
(not Buckingham!)

I never conformed, I was always hard
to teach,
At The University Of Life, I study
the streets.

Law and Economics I’ve never
selected,
Hustling and fighting were my course
electives.

I research pain, I interpret funeral
memorials, 
Many lessons learnt without lecturers
or tutorials. 

The University Of Life, this is where
I am taught, 
My major is staying alive it’s the
degree that I sought.  

I have only one chance I’m not
offered re sits,  
If I fail any exams my life will cease
to exist. 

I studied street smarts, it was my
master’s degree,
After that postgraduate I pursued a
robbing PHD. 

As for my Thesis I analysed the
stress of my peers,  
The University Of Life, I attended all
of my years. 

©2006 by Domek D. Rolle (LLB ‘07)



Engagements... Marriages ... and Births

Congratulations to all the following
alumni who have recently married,
become engaged or added to their
families:

Engagements

Mohamad Berjawi (MSc International
Hotel Management ’01) and his fiancée
Amal Harati are happy to announce their
engagement which took place on 5 May
2006 at the Habtoor Grand Hotel in Beirut,
Lebanon.

Marriages

Jordanne Beach (BA English Literature
’04) and her husband Jeff Beach are
happy to announce their wedding. They
were married at the Polk County
Courthouse in Des Moines on the
2 February 2006.

      
       
    
      
   
   
 

Births

Jeremy Garson (BSc Business Studies
’85) and his wife Kristin Garson are
happy to announce the birth of their
second child a baby boy, Ambrose, a
brother to Magnus.

Anand Verma (BSc Computer Science
’98 and MSc Computing ’03) and his
wife Veena Shah (MBA ’01) are happy to
announce the birth of baby Verma. He
was born on 20 July 2006 and we named
him “Ruhan”. Both baby and mummy are
doing well. 

Marina Ganeva (BA Politics, Economics
and Law ‘01) and her husband Rob are
happy to announce the birth of their
beautiful daughter named, Isabella, born
on 29 August 2006.

Haley Camp (LLB ‘06) is thrilled to
announce the surprise arrival of her
beautiful baby boy, Caleb Mitchell Camp,
at 11.54am on 1 April 2006 weighing in at
8lb 3oz. Caleb is a very much treasured
and adored addition to her family. 

Nelly Lim How (BSc in Computer
Science with Applicable Maths’ 94) and
her husband Melvin Cheung Chin Yan
are pleased to announce the birth of their
daughter Tanya Kelly Cheung Chin Yan
on 4 October 2005. Here’s Tanya with
her brother Dylan.

Anna Pigoulevski (nee Novokova) (BSc
Economics with French ‘ 99) and her
husband Dmitri Pigoulevski are happy to
announce the birth of their daughter
Sasha. This is what Anna had to say
about Sasha ‘’ She was born on 22 March
2006 in Suresnes, France. It was 3 days
before my 8th month of pregnancy, so
she was considered to be a bit premature.
But since she weighted in at 3 kg and
was 50cm tall, the doctors let us out of the
hospital after 4 days. From the very
beginning she was a really calm baby. At
one month she managed to sleep through
the whole night. Therefore I don’t know
what a “sleepless night” means. She is a
very easy baby, who brings a lot of
happiness and lovely moments to her
parents’’.  

Mina Kawakami (nee Takahashi) (BSc
Business Studies with International
Tourism ’00) is happy to announce the
birth of her son. This is what Mina has to
say about him ‘’Taisuke Kawakami was
born on 29 November 2005. He weighed
in at 3.48kg but now he is almost 8kg.
Time flies so quickly!’’
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Alumni  at the ‘Homecoming Weekend’

A Look Back at the
30th Anniversary 
“Homecoming
Weekend”

The 30th Anniversary ”Homecoming
Weekend” will always be for me and my
family a weekend to remember. It was a
celebration of what was, and a
rediscovering of a place I once knew. 

It was an excellent opportunity to show
this special place to my wife and son and
to catch up with old friends, meet some
new people, remember the old times at
Buckingham and take note of all changes.

It was good to be brought up to date by
Dr. Terence Kealey, Vice-Chancellor, on
the excellent progress the University has
made over the years and to hear of the
plans for the future.

During homecoming, festivities united the
University and Alumni, forming a sense of
one big family that keeps the traditions
and spirit of the University alive through
the generations.

Rixa, Alon and Daniel Fosman with Anne
Matsuoka at the 30th Anniversary
‘’Homecoming Weekend’’

In a speech at the Buckingham graduation
ceremony on the 20 February 1993
referring to the uniqueness of
Buckingham, Lady Margaret Thatcher
Chancellor Emeritus of the University said:

” The friendships you make here will last
throughout your life, and as so many of
you will climb to positions of leadership
and responsibility, will equip you with
world contacts, which will be invaluable”.

Indeed being part of the Buckingham
Alumni community for many years now,
enabled me and others to network with
highly qualified professionals all around
the world and to keep in touch with so
many friends from so many countries.

During this fabulous weekend I had a
chance to meet many alumni and I was
impressed with the pride we all have in
our University and the level of
commitment and affinity that we all share
towards the University. It is this level of
commitment which advances a University.

The feeling of all of us at the Homecoming
Weekend was that once you are a part of
the Buckingham family, you never really
leave. It is always with you.

We could all feel and see that after so
many years the University has a unique
atmosphere, unlike that of any other
University. It is still small and friendly and
a place where staff get to know students
as individuals. It is this experience that we
all had here that shaped our views when
we left.

Our Alumni community is one of the
greatest resources upon which the
University can depend. Our community
can offer the richest potential for advice,
expertise, advocacy, student recruitment
and support to the future growth and
directions of the University.

Fostering, building and developing a
strong spirit of co-operation between the
University and the alumni community, will
add enormously to the prestige of the
University.

The 30th Anniversary ”Homecoming
Weekend” was a great success. I wish to
extend a warm and special thank you to
everyone who was involved in organizing
this unforgettable weekend and to all
those who devoted enormous time and
energy to its success.

It was a pleasure and privilege to be able
to return home and feel once again an
integral part of the Buckingham family. As
Anne Matsuoka rightly said “you are all
students for a couple of years but Alumni
for the rest of your lives”.

Daniel Fosman (LLB ’86)

On July 29th I arrived early at the
University grounds and found myself face
to face with the Vice-Chancellor as I was
walking round the Hunter street grounds
and wondering whether anybody else
would turn up. At last they turned up in
large numbers. Things have changed so
much for the better here. We started off
lectures in a milk shed in 1976 and today
beautiful structures have taken the place
of dilapidated buildings. 

Charlotte Walsh, Dean of Law and Felix
Kalu at the 30th Anniversary
‘’Homecoming Weekend’’

The weather was beautiful and the Vice-
Chancellor addressed us in the new
lecture theatre. The Lord Chamberlain
(Lord Luce, former Vice-Chancellor)
secretary to Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth
spoke to us at great length. We were
lucky to have a political guru in the
University administration and he reminds
me of our late Mr Ramsden who raised a
lot of funds for the University.

During my days we lived in beautiful
student accommodation at Page Hill and
we enjoyed playing football and rugby and
sometimes during the weekend we visited
the nightclub in Milton Keynes, which
reminded me…While I was in the
University I had an account with Barclays
bank at the town centre. My account then
was always in the red. On one occasion I
met my Bank Manager at the nightclub.
When he looked the other way, I
disappeared through the back door like a
bullet and I never went back again to that
club until I left the University.

Buckingham University prepared us and
also groomed us to go into the outside
world with our heads high and our feet
solidly on the ground. We arrived in the
college in 1976 under the tutelage of
Professor Beloff who taught us Russian
and American politics. Professor Clarke
taught us European history as a minor
subject. We were in the hands of the best
law professors in the land namely Mr
Clifford Hall, Professor Philip James,
Professor Hood- Philips, Professor
Andrew Durand, Mr Boukavik and a host
of other visiting professors. 

While we were on campus I visited the
School of Law and I was one of those
addressed by the Dean of the Law
School, Mrs Charlotte Walsh, who is
elegant and pretty. We were told of the
School of Law’s expansion and how they
now offer a number of subjects for the
LLM, as well as diploma courses.
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The University prepared us well and then
catapulted us to all the continents to go
and serve the people and earn our living.
The University has improved beyond
recognition in line with the spirit of the
founding fathers to whom we must all
remain grateful. The Law School now has
a dignified law library named after Lord
Denning. This was the brainchild of
Professor James.

My life after graduating has been one of
happiness due to the solid foundation I
had from the University. Professor James
would ask you to confront any problem
facing you head on. I thank Professor
Clarke who confidently encouraged me to
study at Buckingham at a time when there
was no assurance that things would work
out. Most of the Professors who taught me
are now deceased but I still carry their
good memories. I thank all those who
played their part in welcoming us to
Buckingham, not forgetting the wonderful
tea ladies and the cleaners, and I shall
look forward to attending future events.

Chief Felix U Kalu (LLB ’78)

Buckingham Alumna
Opens New Art and
Craft Centre

I am very excited indeed to give an
information update to Buckingham Alumni
all around the world on the opening of my
new Art & Craft Centre. I have just opened
“Da Vinci Arts & Craft Creative
Development Centre” in Ampang Point,
Selangor. We offer Junior Da Vinci Kids
Art Programme (Age 5 to 11), which
includes basic drawing, colour study, art
history of famous artists, craft making etc.

The Centre was officially opened on 30
September 2006 and consists of art
programmes/workshops for children, retail
of arts & craft material/supplies and a
gallery.

Badliza Badrudin and children at the Da
Vinci Arts & Craft Creative Development
Centre

We also invite those who wish to sell or
display their works of art and crafts at our
gallery “Katz Gallery”. For further info,
email to info@orangekatz.com or visit
www.orangekatz.com.

In addition to that, I am in my last stage of
doing my MBA in General & Strategic
Management (Maastricht School of
Management, Netherlands) and will be
starting on my thesis soon.

Badliza Badrudin (BSc (Econ)
Accounting and Financial Management
’95)

News from
Ron Esparon

Born in the Seychelles, but raised in the
US, Australia and Seychelles, Ron has
always enjoyed travelling and meeting
new people. So it was no surprise when
he decided to leave his island home and
travel to the UK.

Upon completing an MSc in Service
Management in 2002 and meeting many
special friends, Ron returned to the
Seychelles, to take on the role of Pricing
Department Manager for Air Seychelles.
His new role complemented his previous
position as Courier Manager and FedEx
country manager with Air Seychelles, prior
to joining Buckingham. 

With his new responsibilities of aviation
pricing, contracting, pricing systems and
groups, he now had a very rounded view
of the airline business.

Always trying to assist in any way he
could, he has been caught up in
promotions of Air Seychelles, the
Seychelles Tourism Board and other
tourism companies.

Over the next couple of years, the
learning bug began to itch again, as did
the desire to apply his learnings from the
MSc course in a more practical way.
Rather than follow his aviation peers to
the opportunities of other larger airlines
that were knocking on his door, he
applied, along with 350 other hopeful
MD’s, Directors and CEO from around the
world, to join a London (Mayfair) based
consulting company.

Ron Esparon

The selection process lasted a period of 3
months and now, along with 4 others, Ron
is an Associate Consultant, working
towards a consulting accreditation.

Still based in the Seychelles, he is the
Business Analyst for the largest
Destination Management Company, where
he has an integral part in the development
of the company. Coupled with this, he is
also the Groups and Incentives Manager
for the same company; Creole Travel
Services. His service and business
management approach has already begun
to pay dividends, with the company
having hosted the largest delegation in
Seychelles history in October, along with
many more groups over the coming
months.

Ron has many goals in life, but his
ultimate professional goal is  “someday to
be a leader in the service industry, not just
in Seychelles but world wide. I think I’m
on the right track to helping others.”

Ron Esparon (MSc Service
Management ’03)
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Quotes of the Season
Thank you very much for your kind
birthday wishes. My nephew, Owen
Wells, is now attending
Buckingham.
Edward Turner (LLB ’83)

Thanks a lot for your warm wishes
on the occasion of my birthday. It is
a pleasurable feeling to be a part of
the Buckingham alumni net and
every notice reminds me of the
great time I had at Buckingham
University once more.
Yours sincerely,
Dr. Axel van Dreveldt (LLM)
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Extraordinary is
Possible

Patricia Prada Jimenez

“…I think of England as one thinks of a
loved one, as something unique and
irreplaceable.” If the brilliant Jorge L.
Borges allowed me I would very much like
to use his fabulous phrase and extend it
to Buckingham. 

Coming from Argentina and its
circumstances in 2003 was one of the
most important decisions I have made in
my life. Convinced of what I wanted to
achieve I embarked on a fascinating
adventure. Once I arrived in Buckingham,
went on the usual campus tour and met
all the wonderful people who welcome
students on their first and, to many,
frightening day at University, I was certain
this was were I should be. Borges also
once said: “ …my first encounter was
chance, the second one was mere
confirmation…” - I hope the poet would
excuse my translation. Buckingham was
what I had expected and even more.

I started my degree in the Department of
Economics and International Studies,
doing a BA (Hons) in International Studies
with French. I was lucky to be surrounded
by a group of students who became good
friends and I had the chance of learning
from many of the best academics that this
country has, whose encouragement and
support helped me through my work. 

There were difficult times too. But at those
moments all I would think was: “I need to
believe that something extraordinary can
happen…” And many extraordinary things
DID happen. Thanks to those here and in
Argentina who believed in me - and a lot
of hard work! - I finished my studies and
achieved my goals. 

When everyone thought I was leaving…I
realised that I had not had enough of it!
And therefore I decided to stay in
Buckingham a little longer. This time I had
the opportunity to work in the University
and, after all the help I had received, give

something back. I first attempted this by
trying to remind all our alumni (of) all
University of Buckingham gives to each
and every one of us while we are here. To
my surprise the response I got was
overwhelmingly positive. They did not
need reminding at all. The Alumni Office
has been doing a brilliant job all these
years by keeping in touch with all who
were here once and are now in far distant
corners of the world. I discovered that
there are many like myself who had their
best and life-changing experiences during
their time at Buckingham and have fond
memories that they will cherish forever.

I also had the opportunity to coordinate
the Study Abroad and Internships
programmes for UB and visiting students.
This, which is part of the work I carry out
these days, has given me the chance to
help a lot of students who want to
enhance their career prospects by
undergoing work experience in Europe. It
is also a pleasure to welcome students
from other universities in various countries
who join us for a short period of time and
have a ‘taste’ of Buckingham. 

These are just some of all the wonderful
things that have happened to me since I
came to Buckingham. But it does not end
here…something even more extraordinary
happened…

You will find out in our Winter issue!

Patricia Prada Jimenez 
(BA (Hons) in International Studies with
French ’05), (MPhil History), Co-
ordinator, Study Abroad & Internships

Dear folks at the
Alumni Office, 

Let me first of all congratulate you on the
superb job you are doing kindling
memories, keeping us Buckingham
diasporas in touch and updating us.

In Malaysia the civil service retirement
age is 55 and recently raised to 56. In
many corporations it remains at 55, a
legacy of our British colonial past. But I’m
not complaining.

Today marks my 55th birthday and that
means I’m entitled to discounted
domestic air travel tickets. Phew! It
seemed a long wait.

I spent this morning at a charity food sale
to raise money for handicapped children.
They are not so well taken care of by the
government as in England. We sold,

guess what, “buttered rice and curried
chicken”.

This is a dish I used to cook while staying
at Hunter Street and my classmates used
to lap it up. This morning was a fiery
version unlike the mild ones you are used
to. Come and visit Malaysia for a taste of
the real thing....CURRY!

Being self employed and thoroughly
enjoying what I do as a Courtroom lawyer
I’ll carry on working until I can no longer
carry my briefcase to the office. Why
would I give up what I studied for at
Buckingham? 

The studies and the place were most
memorable and the vocation touches the
very essence of being a human being...
the seeking of justice and the settling of
disputes between man and man, and man
and his government.

Raymond J Noel

I must come and visit you all once again.
It’s been 16 years and I am sure the
place has changed but the pictures I carry
in my heart just don’t seem so out of date.
They are vibrant, warm and chockfull of
delightful moments, reading lists, tutorial
preparations, the occasional ticking off
from a lecturer and having to get up for
lectures in the winter are excluded from
the lists of “delightful moments”. You can’t
get delight in going to the Denning Law
library only to find “that” particular volume
has been “checked out’’!

Raymond J Noel (LLB ’91)
Kuching, Malaysia
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DIARY DATE

ALUMNI SUMMER
PARTY 2007!

FRIDAY, 22 JUNE

Venue and other details
to follow
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Science at
Buckingham

(From l–r) Dr Philip Fine, Prof. Jon Arch, Dr
Sabah Jassim, Prof. Mike Cawthorne

The Founders of the University of
Buckingham were adamant that a
University could not just be a Law and
Business School but must also include
Science and the Humanities.  Thus, one
of the first courses at Buckingham was
‘Science in Society’ and was available as
a free choice to many of the early
students.  

Unfortunately Science is expensive,
requiring laboratories and costly
equipment.  Without Government funding,
Buckingham has had to tread an
affordable path and develop specialities
and niche areas where it could achieve
Centre of Excellence status.  Thus, we
now have undergraduate and
postgraduate courses in Applied
Computing and Psychology.  Science is
also about research and finding or
developing new things.  Buckingham has
internationally rated research in Applied
Computing where the European Union
funded SecurePhone project is being
designed to stop mobile phone theft.  

With the appointment of Professor Mike
Cawthorne as Dean, Science has
emerged from its closet in the Business
School and is looking to develop new and
exciting courses and research that will
attract tomorrow’s scientific leaders.

The Clore Laboratory is an internationally
recognised research centre for diabetes,
obesity and metabolic disease led by Mike
Cawthorne and Jon Arch.  Both of them
have track-records in drug discovery in
the pharmaceutical industry. Mike led the
team that first recognised the potential of
insulin sensitising drugs and then
identified and developed rosiglitazone
(Avandia), which now has multi-billion
dollar sales.  Jon pioneered research on
thermogenic drugs as anti-obesity
treatments. Mike and Jon each have more
than 100 peer-reviewed publications. 

Much research funding comes from
pharmaceutical and biotechnology
companies and the research group has
contributed to the successful progression
into clinical studies of four novel agents.

One of the research interests of the
laboratory is why babies who are born
small are more prone to develop obesity,
type 2 diabetes and cardiovascular
disease if adequately fed in later life.  This
is particularly important in countries
undergoing transition to a more Western
diet and affluent culture.  It appears that
the baby who is born small and
experiences poor nutrition in utero is
programmed to conserve energy for life.
This obviously provides protection in near
famine or nomadic conditions when food
is not universally available.  However, it
leads to obesity if food is plentiful.  The
University of Buckingham was a pioneer
in identifying a mechanism for this
programming and identifying possible
ways of re-programming new-borns to
have lifelong resistance to obesity.  This
research gained Dr Claire Stocker of the
Clore Laboratory the prestigious
International Association for the Study of
Obesity Young investigator Award at its
last four yearly conference.  

It is estimated that there will be more than
300 million diabetics in the world by 2025
and the number with obesity will be well
over a billion.  Much of this increase will
occur in developing countries where many
people will be unable to afford or unwilling
to use ‘Western’ medicine.  Consequently
there is a need to identify natural products
with appropriate actions and to validate
their use.  The Clore Laboratory has a
history of working on such projects
including Hoodia from S Africa and
Guggul lipid from India.  

The Clore Laboratory provides an
excellent training ground in laboratory
research.  Students benefit from an
integrated biology approach, and their
DPhil degrees are highly rated by
research groups worldwide.  In addition to
the laboratory-based projects, a research
degree and a taught MSc programme in
bioinformatics are available. The ability to
efficiently manage and interrogate the
wealth of data now available requires a
combination of computational
methodologies and biological
understanding.  The taught MSc course
provides intensive training in software
development, database technologies and
molecular genetics and is suitable for
graduates with biological and non-
biological backgrounds. The course is
jointly managed by Applied Computing
and the Clore Laboratory.

Computing at Buckingham has evolved
over the years and has been actively
involved in cutting edge technology and
collaborative research projects. The
Department of Applied Computing,
formally known as Information Systems,
has forged collaborative links with

international research institutions,
contributes to major EU and UK research
projects, and is interested in technology
transfer and industrial collaborations. 

Currently, Applied Computing research is
focused on the emerging technologies of
mobile wireless networks and their
security, face recognition for mobile
devices, and biomedical imaging. The
department has been successful in
attracting EU funding and is actively
involved in technology transfer. The most
recent EU funded projects are
SecurePhone and BroadWan. The work of
SecurePhone is led by Dr Sabah Jassim
(head of the department) and involves
face recognition for Personal Digital
Assistants (PDA). Professor Chris Adams
who is a leading authority on wireless
network technology leads the work of the
BroadWan programme which is concerned
with the utilisation of broadband networks
for business, organisations, education,
healthcare and local authorities. The
department is actively involved in setting
up a number of consortia for further EU
based research projects. In collaboration
with colleagues in the Clore Lab, they are
also developing research projects on
image processing/analysis for biomedical
images.    

The department has been developing
postgraduate and undergraduate degree
programmes that reflect their research
strengths. These include an MSc in
Innovative Computing, the MSc in
Bioinformatics, BSc in Computing and a
Certificate in Computing (for non-
computing graduates as a Pre-Masters or
a stand alone programme).  The taught
courses are designed to equip students
with the knowledge to meet the shortage
of skills in emerging new technologies.
Innovative courses include data mining,
imaging, wireless and mobile
technologies, and information security. 

The department also offers research
programmes leading to MPhil and DPhil
degrees in computing. The main areas of
research include biometric authentication
techniques, information security, mobile
and wireless communication and
networking, database and data mining,
multimedia systems, content-based video
and image databases and retrieval
techniques, biomedical image database
systems and medical image analysis.

The Psychology department is focused
primarily upon delivery of the single
honours BSc Psychology course which
was first introduced in 2004. However, all
the core members of staff are engaged in
their own research projects.
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Philip Fine’s main research interest is the
area of music psychology. He has just had
a journal article published which looks at
the effects of various factors on how
accurately singers can read music at
sight. Current music psychology projects
include an investigation into how interval
size affects singing pitching accuracy, an
exploratory study of the factors affecting
listeners’ understanding of singers’ words,
and a preliminary investigation into gender
differences between musical instrument
learners and professional players. Philip is
also carrying out cognitive research with
Helen Clegg and Linda Luckhurst into the
mental processes expert cryptic
crossword enthusiasts use to solve
crosswords. Philip’s recent and current
collaborations include those with
investigators in the UK (Oxford and York
Universities; music colleges in London
and Manchester), Italy (University of
Bologna) and America (Universities of
Houston and Wisconsin).

Alan Martin’s research interests include
children’s understanding of scientific
concepts, conceptual change,
developmental psychology and
evolutionary psychology. He is currently
writing up papers from his research into
the development of children’s
understanding of science and exploring
research opportunities with the
psychology department’s visiting
Professor David McLoughlin; looking
particularly at the effectiveness of various
special needs provisions used within the
education system. 

Linda Luckhurst has just embarked upon
a Doctorate in Counselling Psychology
and Psychotherapy by Professional
Studies (DCPsych) with the Metanoia
Institute, which also has a significant
research component. Linda is also using
her expertise in counselling within the
University of Buckingham student support
department.

This short summary of the research
activity within the School of Science
illustrates that it is very human centred.
Research at Buckingham is concerned
with human health, security,
communication, artistic appreciation and
production, learning and emotional well
being. Therefore, at Buckingham we are
making our own contribution to a broad
range of specific but important scientific
fields that touch people’s everyday lives.

Dr Alan Martin
Lecturer in Psychology and Deputy
Senior Tutor

International Negotiation
Competition for Law
Students 2006, Orlando,
Florida
Tom Durbin and Denise Saunders have
been named “runners up” in the
prestigious International Negotiation
Competition which took place in July this
year in Orlando, Florida.   

Denise Saunders, Janice Denoncourt and
Tom Durbin (back)

This was a truly international competition
with sixteen Law Schools from around the
world participating, including Harvard
University. 

Representing England and Wales, the
Buckingham pair had to negotiate three
separate scenarios relating to a fictitious
international film production.  Buckingham
faced teams from Singapore, the USA and
Puerto Rico.  One American judge,
commenting on Buckingham’s performance
stated, “The team was professional,
pleasant and efficient.  There were times
when I forgot you were law students!”
Ultimately, the overall winner was the team
from the University of Otago, New Zealand.   

Competitors were treated to dinner at the
Hard Rock Café in Downtown Disney and
provided with passes to visit the Universal
Studios attraction. “It was an incredibly
rewarding experience and I have met lots of
great future lawyers from around the world”,
said Tom, originally from Bristol.

Mrs Charlotte Walsh, Dean of the Law
School, remarked, “The team’s results are
testament to the Law School’s efforts to
produce top law graduates.  Many thanks to
the University of Buckingham Foundation
for their sponsorship.”

Tom and Denise are now in their final year
at the Law School.  The first-rate
negotiation skills they have developed will
be an asset in their legal careers.  

Finally, Buckingham will host the National
Negotiation Competition Finals 
next year in March 2007. This will further
enhance the University’s reputation as a top
Law School.  Internal knock-out rounds will
take place in January 2007 and all LLB and
LLM students are eligible to participate.   

Janice Denoncourt
Lecturer in Law, 
Faculty Advisor

The MA in Global Affairs
– Successful Launch of

Masters Programme

Students from Bulgaria, Burundi,
Italy, Japan, Nigeria, Pakistan and
the United Arab Emirates (twelve in
all) gathered in Buckingham for the
launch of the new masters
programme in Global Affairs in the
Department of Economics and
International Studies in September,
2006. To our delight, many of the
students have the closest personal
links with the University, seven of
them being Buckingham alumni.

Dr Deborah Davenport, Lecturer in
International Political Economy and
Programme Coordinator, Professor
John Clarke, Secretary of the
University and Professor of Modern
History; and Dr Charles Henn, Co-
Director and Founder of the
Programme, Consultant Professor
and University College at
Buckingham alumnus, are all
teaching on the innovative
programme this term; their courses
are in International Environmental
Politics; Medieval History and
International Political Law,
respectively.  Courses from
Professor Richard Langhorne,
Professor Martin Ricketts and Dr
Cornelia Navari will follow in the
new year.  In April, 2007, the
Department will be welcoming a
new cohort onto the MA in Global
Affairs.

Staff and some students currently
on the MA in Global Affairs course

We are confident that students from
this extraordinary Masters course
will go on to make history.  Watch
this space for news of future
developments in their careers and
visit the website:
www.buckingham.ac.uk/international
for more details of the programme. 

Department of Economics and
International Studies

University News
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University of Buckingham
Celebrates 15th Year of its
Unique Service Management
Programmes

On 28 July 2006, the University of
Buckingham held a one-day programme
on the theme, Profitable growth through
Customer R 3 - Retention, Repurchase
and Referrals, in celebration of 15 years
of education and research in the
management of services – an area of
specialisation that sets the University
apart from all other Universities in the UK
and Europe. 

The University’s Chief Operating Officer,
Mr Julian Lovelock, opened the
proceedings with an overview of the
Business school and its various
achievements. Even though over 70% of
UK’s GDP comes from services and most
additional employment is generated by
services in much of the western world, the
academic community has been very slow
in responding to this shift in economic
activity. While some universities offer
specialist programmes in hotel
management, tourism, transportation,
retail, etc, there is no university other than
Buckingham that offers a generic
programme in the management of
services.

The Vice-Chancellor, Dr Terence Kealey,
provided a macro view of how the global
economy is shifting. Rather than worrying
about the UK’s economy shifting from
manufacturing to services, he suggested
that we should view the shift with
optimism. Just as total employment
dwindled from 70% of the population in
agriculture a few centuries ago to a mere
1.5% today, thanks to automation and
scientific innovation, a similar trend is
being seen in manufacturing. Innovation
being fuelled by investment in R&D,
robotics and automation, is reducing total
employment in manufacturing. Within a
decade or so, almost 90% of UK
employment will be in the services, he
predicted.

The Programme Director of Service
Management at the University,
V.S.Mahesh spoke on the conference
theme of customer retention, repurchase
and referral based on extensive research
carried out at the University with support
from major corporations and public
services. The Lean Service Guru, John
Bicheno, another veteran at the University,
provided several examples of how the five
principles of Lean thinking are applied to
make services more efficient and reliable.

(From l-r) Sue Lampard (2000), Suzanna
Tomassi (2001), Fola Jolade (2001), Deba
Bardhan Correia (2000), V.S.Mahesh,
Gordon Stoddart (2001), John Bicheno and
Jorge Correia (1999) 

Rowland Dexter, Managing Director of
Qgate addressed the conference on CRM –
commonly understood to be Customer
Relations Management but in Mr Dexter’s
lexicon also termed Customer Really
Matters. He emphasised how much simpler
and easier to use CRM solutions have
become. Jorge Pinto Correia, who is on the
verge of completing a DPhil at the
University, shared the outcome of his
research on how organisations need to
move beyond CRM to Knowledge co-
creation. The movement from explicit
knowledge that can be held in computers to
tacit knowledge that is internalised by
human beings is not an easy step but one
that has to be taken by modern day
organisations, he said.

Gordon Stoddart, one of the distinguished
alumni of the University’s Service
Management programme and currently
director of Innergy presented a case that
demonstrated how an organisation
achieved a dramatic turnaround by
generating commitment and buy-in from all
employees. His key message was that a
compelling case had to be first created to
generate top management buy-in. 

What many considered to be the piece de
resistance of the conference was a
presentation by Neil Whitaker, Head of
Local Business support at Barclay’s
Gadbrook Park in Cheshire. He detailed the
very simple and humane principles of their
fitness and well being programme that has
been institutionalised by them. The
audience were able to understand how and
why they won the European call centre of
the year award in 2005 – marked by
remarkably low levels of attrition and
absenteeism.

There were also participants from
organisations such as Seimens, Barclays,
Hays, Thames Water, United Utilities,
Surrey Police and the University of Surrey
plus several alumni and current students
from the MSc Service Management
programme.

V S Mahesh
Programme Director Service
Management

News from the Foundation
Office
Many readers of the Independent have
asked me to explain the role of the
Foundation and its relationship with the
University. It was set up in 2002 with the
specific task of raising money to help fund
University projects. Any funds raised are
solely to help the University; donors may
request that their gifts be used for specific
purposes that benefit the University, or
they may ask that the University use their
donations for whatever projects it regards
as most urgent. The Foundation is there
to serve the University and its needs.

Forward Together - 30th Anniversary
Campaign 2006-2012
The Foundation office has enjoyed a very
busy and fruitful time since the last issue
of the Independent. Our new fundraising
drive to celebrate the University’s 30th

anniversary has got off to an excellent
start. Both old and new donors have
responded enthusiastically to our new
brochure and those of you who attended
the Homecoming will have received a
copy. Unfortunately, I was unable to attend
the event but I heard very good reports. If
those of you who were not present would
like to receive a copy of the brochure do
contact the Foundation office and we will
happily send one to you. If you prefer, you
may download a copy from the
Foundation’s web pages
www.buckingham.ac.uk/ubfoundation; if you
would like to join the campaign, you will
also find all the relevant information there.

Donations received in 2006
This has been an exciting time for the
Foundation as the donations for 2006
reached the £900,000 mark, and 2006
has not yet finished. An anonymous donor
from Bermuda has given £500,000 for a
chair in dermatological science, and
Professor Ronald Coase, the Nobel prize
winner in Economics, has offered to
double his original donation of £170,800
for scholarships. Wouldn’t it be wonderful
if we could achieve a record in our 30th

anniversary year and pass the £1 million
mark.  The receipt of generous donations
from our alumni has been particularly
gratifying this year, and I would like to
thank them and all our donors for their
generosity towards the University.

The Palamountain award for excellence
dinner
The family of Edgar Palamountain has
kindly offered to give a dinner in London,
on 24 January 2007, at the Leathersellers’
Hall to honour the Palamountain medal
winners. The event will be reported in the
next Independent.

Dr Mary Welstead
Director of the University of
Buckingham Foundation
Direct Line: +44 (0)1280 820263
Email:
mary.welstead@buckingham.ac.uk
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Obituaries

Professor A.G. Lehmann 
17 February 1922 – 9 July 2006

With the death on 9 July of George
Lehmann, Emeritus Professor, another
link is broken with the early history of
Buckingham. In the 1970s he was closely
connected with the planning of what was
then the University College at
Buckingham, serving on the Planning
Board and subsequently on the Academic
Advisory Committee.  He was an ideal
recruit onto these bodies, having been
drawn into a wide variety of advisory
committees for university education in
Ulster, Germany, Hong Kong and other
parts of the world. 

Educated at Dulwich College, George
Lehmann was an impressive athlete
before the Second World War but having
contracted polio while serving in India, he
was left with a permanent disability and
walked with difficulty. It was characteristic
that he did not permit this to interfere with
his career or his zest for life.

With retirement approaching, this
energetic man found a congenial new
challenge at Buckingham.  He was
appointed Rank Foundation Professor of
European Studies and Dean of
Humanities in 1983, until his final and
much-regretted retirement in 1988. 

Life at UB was never dull with George
Lehmann here. His habit of requesting
definition and clarity during lunchtime
conversations was a cause of alarm (‘Now
what exactly does that mean ?’). But this
proceeded, not from a desire to put
colleagues down, but from a genuine
search for knowledge.

With the students he was a patient and
kindly teacher, particularly if they were in
difficulties. They will keep an affectionate
memory of him, as will his many friends.

Tony Hayter

Tom Treacy,
14 February 1926 – 
27 August 2006

It is with great
sadness that we
report the death of
Tom Treacy on 27
August 2006. Mike
Booth, his colleague
in the Post Room
says ‘’Tom Treacy
worked in the

Student Post Room at the University
before I came here and I worked with him
for two years. In that time I came to know
Tom as a very kind, gentle,
compassionate individual with a good
word for everyone, besides having a
wonderful sense of humour. He had a
good rapport with the students and always
had time to listen to their problems. He
will also be greatly missed by the
community as he was involved with local
charities’’. Our sympathy goes to his wife
Beryl and their family.

Mike Booth (Student Post Room)

John Beloff
19 April 1920 – 1 June 2006

John Beloff, who was the brother of Max
Beloff (Buckingham’s first Vice-Chancellor)
and a benefactor to the Max Beloff Centre
for the Study of Liberty, died on June 1
2006, aged 86.  

John Beloff was the son of Russian Jews
who came to England before the First
World War. He was the fourth of five
children and described himself as the
family’s failure because he did not match
up to the success stories of Max or his
other siblings.

Although he began his career as an
architect, he abandoned it after he was
injured in the Second World War. He
became fascinated by extra-sensory
perception and parapsychology, and as
executor of Arthur Koestler’s estate, he
persuaded the University of Edinburgh to
accept Koestler’s bequest for a chair in
parapsychology. Unlike his counterparts at
other universities, John Beloff was an
academic who took an intelligent
approach to the controversial discipline of
parapsychology. 

John Beloff was a respected philosopher;
an atheist but fascinated with the
paranormal and life after death, who was
active in the Society for Psychical
research and became its president, first in
1972 and second in 1982. Although he
never experienced the paranormal
himself, he defended it against skeptics:
he maintained that it was a failure on his
part rather than proof of its non-existence.
He believed in voluntary euthanasia. He
did not want a funeral but preferred to
donate his body for medical research. His
wife Halla and his daughter and son
survive him.

Dr Mary Welstead

Lord Harris Of High Cross
10 December 1924 –
19 October 2006

The University was saddened to hear of
the death of Lord Harris of High Cross.
Ralph Harris was one of the founder
members of the University of Buckingham
and a strong supporter throughout his life.
The idea for an independent university
was born at the Institute of Economic
Affairs through discussions between Lord
Harris and some of his colleagues,
including Margaret Thatcher, Arthur
Seldon and Harry Ferns.
Lord Harris (an Honorary Graduate at
Buckingham) regularly attended
graduation ceremonies and events at the
University, always wearing one of his
trademark embroidered waistcoats and
with a pipe in hand. He was a cherished
member of the community at Buckingham
and will be sadly missed.

Lord Harris

The Vice-Chancellor, Dr Terence Kealey
says:
“Ralph Harris became a friend of mine -
but then it was impossible for him not to
befriend anyone associated with
Buckingham. He loved Buckingham and
we loved him and we are intensely sad he
has died. We send Lady Harris and his
family our very best wishes. 

It should be noted, of course, that Ralph
Harris was a giant on the national and
indeed international stage: he will be
missed globally.” 
Professor Martin Ricketts, Dean of the
School of Humanities says: 

‘’The achievement of Ralph Harris and his
colleagues at the Institute of Economic
Affairs in preserving and defending the
classical liberal heritage in the hostile
post-war intellectual climate was an
enormous contribution to intellectual and
political life in the UK. The example of the
IEA encouraged imitation across the globe
and similar institutions can now be found
on every continent patiently explaining the
potentialities of market processes and the
limitations and dangers of government
action. For those who knew Ralph
personally his death removes an
unstinting source of encouragement and
support. He spent his life apparently as an
‘outsider’ - an unremitting critic of state
intervention and a champion of the
individual. Yet his personality, sense of
humour, manners, open mindedness and
friendships somehow complemented his
economic and political ideas and revealed
him as a cultural and institutional ‘insider’
in the great traditions of Scottish and
English liberalism’’.
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Buckingham in the News
Le Meridien Nirwana Golf and
Spa Resort appoints Arul new
Director of Sales and Marketing
Alumnus, Audra Rohini Arul, (PEL),
has been appointed Director of
Sales and Marketing at Le Meridien
Nirwana Gold and Spa Resort in
Bali.
etravelblackboard.com 4 August

First Atlantic hires execs
News that alumnus Tracy
MacDonald (Law) has been
appointed manager of compliance
and corporate services at First
Atlantic.
The Royal Gazette 1 November 

Lessons for the state sector
This article follows the publishing of
the results of the National Students
Survey, and looks at Buckingham's
success.  It considers how
Buckingham was once seen as ‘’an
anomaly in British education," but
that "now other academics are
asking themselves whether they
would be better off without the
government's money."  Dr Kealey is
quoted, as is MBA student Alex
Keeling and Professor James
Tooley of Newcastle University, who
is quoted as seeing Buckingham as
a "trailblazer".
The Independent 7 September 

Time for Britain to grow its own
Ivy League
The Vice Chancellor's article looks
at the success of the independent
Ivy League universities in the US
and highlights the possibility of
Britain having an equivalent.  Dr
Kealey uses Oxford as an example
suggesting that it should break
away from the Higher Education
Funding Council (HEFCE), which
would give it more freedom and
allow it to charge realistic fees; he
also advocates that the Research
Assessment Exercise break away
from HEFCE so that it can act as a
national endowment fund for all
universities, independent or
otherwise.
Times Higher Education Supplement
26 October

Comments and Buckingham in the News

Comments on our success in
the National Student Survey 2006

Huge congratulations to Buckingham University for leading in the results of the National
Student Survey. What great accomplishment to be published by Times Higher Education
as a top university in UK. Everyone in the University should be proud and especially the
alumni.

Hopefully the publication would be a truly rewarding marketing tool.

Please pass on my best regards and again huge congratulations to everyone in the
University.
Take care and stay in touch.
Very truly yours,
Joy Tampi (BSc(Econ) Accounting and Financial Management ’97, LLB ’99)

******************************
That is fantastic news and a credit to all of you.

It is rather a nice accolade especially on the 30th anniversary of Buckingham. It has
come a long way since the days when I attended and there was much scepticism about
the very being of Buckingham, or, as it was then University College at Buckingham.
A wonderful "birthday present" I think. Buckingham should be proud and has every right
to be. You all deserve great credit and are a fine example of how to get it right.

It is also a fitting tribute to the memory of Lord Beloff.

Kind regards,
Brendan McKeever (Law)

******************************
It is a great privilege to Chair the Council of the University that has just been voted in the
National Student Survey (as reported in the Times Higher) the top university in the UK
for "Student Satisfaction".  This is a reflection on the quality of the University's staff,
academic and support, and its students; each inspires the other to greater endeavours. 

Thank you and many congratulations.     
Sir John Brigstocke, Chairman of Council

******************************
I had actually read in our local paper of the recognition our University had been given
and I am pleased that the staff have won the credit which is due to them.

I will always remember the dedication shown by the lecturers and support staff while I
was there and am very proud to say that it is where I studied.  I have very fond
memories of my time in Buckingham.

I am always so impressed by the support and updates which we receive from you.  It
retains the link with the University which would otherwise have unknowingly been
severed years ago.

Thank for all your hard work!
Ailsa Dennett (nee McPherson) (LLB ’97)

******************************
Congratulations!

However, I knew this way back in 1993 when I started my BSc in Business Studies!

Too bad it has taken the rest of Britain all this time to realise it . My best wishes to you
all and hope that Buckingham continues to lead the way when it comes to a "quality"
education.

Regards,
Najib Makhdoom (BSc Business Studies ’95, MSc Service Management ’96)

******************************
Buckingham figured out a long time ago that students, particularly paying ones, have
increasingly high expectations of their education.  As a student and subsequently as a
member of the alumni, I have witnessed the University’s continuous efforts to ensure its
programmes are up to date and relevant as well as its commitment to providing excellent
tuition with a very well qualified and dedicated faculty.  The results of this survey are no
surprise to me as Buckingham has always treated its students and alumni as valued life
long customers.

Kevin Starling (MSc Service Management ’96)

******************************
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To All Alumni
This publication is for you and if you
would like input into the next issue,
please send comments and ideas to
Anne Matsuoka.
The next publication we produce will
contain more information, updating
you on where alumni are these days
and what they are up to.

Please Note:
Copy for the next issue required by

2 February 2007
www.buckingham.ac.uk


