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As we come to  
the end of the year, 
it once again seems 
incredible that time 
has gone so quickly. 
We are already 
beginning to  
plan our main 

Graduation events for next year with 20  
and 21 March firmly fixed in the diary. 2015 
will also mark the first ceremony for the 
new Medical School (19 March). This will be 
an Honorary Award Ceremony, celebrating 
the intake of the first cohort of students  
in January by honouring some of the most 
significant people in the medical world. 

But to focus on this year; you will read 
about the retirement of Professor Kealey  
on page 6 and the very sad loss of Professor 
Sir Alan Peacock in August (page 14). These 
two Vice-Chancellors led the University 
through some challenging times and have 
left Buckingham in far better shape than 
they found it. I will not tell their stories 
here; you can read them inside from the 
viewpoint of people who knew them very 
well indeed. Suffice to say, we would be  

a much poorer institution had they not 
taken on the challenge of Buckingham.  
In fact, we probably wouldn’t even be here.

Professor Alistair Alcock (who many  
of you will remember as Dean of the Law 
School) is currently Acting Vice-Chancellor 
and we could not ask for a better hand  
at the helm. We ask you all to support him 
as he leads the University to the next stage 
– the opening of the new Medical School 
and the huge task of fundraising for it and 
the University as a whole. For more 
information please see an article on page 8.

On page 20 you will find details of events 
that have recently taken place, and those 
that are coming up soon. We would 
welcome any news from those of you who 
have attended events when the University 
has visited your country on a marketing  
trip, or simply on a personal visit. It is 
always nice to have news from overseas  
to add to each issue of The Independent.

On campus the students have been busy. 
The Law Society is very active and as well  
as arranging the Law Ball (details will be 
sent separately) in November, they have  
got together a group to attend the next 

Alumni Breakfast in Middle Temple.  
The Music Society students staged sell-out 
performances of the musical Grease  
at the Roxburgh Theatre at Stowe School  
in late August, while in the Radcliffe Centre 
students from 24 different nationalities 
including Nigeria, Norway, Japan, Russia, 
Pakistan, Israel, the United States and 
Malaysia represented their countries  
at a mock U.N. Security Council session  
to decide where they stood on the crisis  
in Gaza. In July they raised over £1,000 
which went towards the charities Air 
Ambulance and Meningitis Now in  
memory of the daughter of one of our 
alumni who tragically lost her life to the 
disease on 1 January.

Lastly, if any of our alumni are able  
to advise and support current students  
in their quest for internships/jobs, please 
do let us know. It is a question we are  
often asked – and is of invaluable help  
in this current employment market.  
Thank you so much.

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni and Graduation
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 From the Vice - Chancellor

Professor Terence Kealey officially retired  
on 4 July this year. Over his 13 years in office  
(the longest serving Vice-Chancellor in England), 
the University trebled in size and the whole 
organisation of Higher Education in England 
moved towards the Buckingham model of the 
student, rather than the Government, paying.  
I am sure you all wish Terence and Sally well.  
Not that either of them is really retiring. Terence 
has just received a large grant from the Cato 
Institute in the US to continue his research into 
the funding of scientific research and Sally is still 
heavily involved in her business interests.

Terence has not been the only senior retirement 
at the University in the last few months. Professor 
Jon Arch has retired as the Dean of Science  
and Medicine and Julian Lovelock as one of  
the Pro Vice-Chancellors and Dean of Arts  

Times of change  
by Alistair Alcock

and Languages. This has required some 
reorganisation of the academic management 
with Professor Mike Cawthorne becoming  
Dean of Postgraduate Medicine and Science 
supported by Dr Alan Martin as the Sub-Dean 
for Psychology and Applied Computing. 
Professor John Drew has taken on Julian 
Lovelock’s Deanship and Professor Susan 
Edwards the Deanship of the Law School  
from myself, at least while I am acting as  
Vice-Chancellor.

In my two or three months as Acting  
Vice-Chancellor, the principal development  
has remained the new Medical School. Progress 
on the refurbishment of the Chandos Road 
Building to house this new venture continues 
apace. The General Medical Council has given 
us its blessing to launch the School in January 
2015 and the first cohort of 70 students are  
all recruited. We are still looking eventually  
to move the Medical School, and we hope  
by then a Dentistry School as well, into a new 
building on the other side of the river; but in  
the meantime space around the campus is very 
tight. Once Chandos Road is completed, one  
of my top priorities is to find a suitable venue  
for the Postgraduate Centre which has been 
“camping out” in the Hunter Street Library.

Of course, all these stresses and strains  
are symptoms of success; but the University 
cannot afford to be complacent. Buckingham 
can take great pride in the influence that we,  
as such a small institution, have had on the 
whole of English Higher Education. Imitation  
is the sincerest form of flattery, but these local 
changes and changes in Higher Education 
around the world have created a very 
competitive marketplace. This means that  
to survive and flourish in the next 40 years 
Buckingham is going to have to continue to 
adapt and change. There are major challenges 
facing me and my successor and the support  
of our worldwide alumni will be vital if we  
are to navigate these stormy seas successfully. 
Terence Kealey has left us a wonderful 
inheritance. Let us make the most of it.
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University News

Success in surveys

The University has continued to excel in  
this year’s surveys.

Buckingham is top for graduate 
prospects for the third consecutive year, 
according to new figures released by the 
Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). 
The number of students taking first degrees 
who got jobs in 2012/13 is 97.3 per cent,  
the highest ranking in England among 
non-specialist universities.

The results show that the University 
beats Oxford and Cambridge when it comes 
to graduate prospects. Employers often  
say the reason for choosing Buckingham 
graduates above others is that they are 
impressed with candidates who have done 
a degree in two years.

A survey carried out by The Complete 
University Guide shows that Buckingham 
students live in the most crime-free 
environment in England and Wales. 
Compiled from official police data, the 
ranking gives the clearest picture possible 
of the crime rates for the communities 
surrounding almost 140 universities  
and other higher education institutions  
in England and Wales.

The University has also retained its  
high position in the National Student 
Survey (NSS), which measures student 
satisfaction. It scored 92 per cent, well 
above the UK national average of 86 per 
cent for higher education institutions 
(HEIs), which puts the University equal 
fourth in terms of student satisfaction 
(excluding small and specialist Higher 
Education Institute providers).

New £25,000 
scholarship for 
budding 
entrepreneurs

The University is launching a new annual 
scholarship for budding entrepreneurs  
to study the innovative BSc in Business 
Enterprise, an honours degree in which 
students start and run their own business. 
The scholarship is provided by the 
entrepreneur and long-time Buckingham 
donor, Brian Kingham.

The £25,000 Kingham Scholarship for 97.3 per cent of Buckingham graduates are employed within six months
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Empire (DBE) in 2011.
Sir Rodric Braithwaite served in military 

intelligence in Vienna, studied French  
and Russian at Cambridge and worked  
in the Diplomatic Service. A member of  
the Sherpa team for the G7 Economic 
Summit, he was also British ambassador  
in Moscow, Foreign Policy Adviser to  
John Major and Chairman of the Joint 
Intelligence Committee.

Seven-day Sahara 
marathon was 
‘life-altering’

A University of Buckingham law student 
completed the world’s toughest marathon 
across the Sahara desert this year.

Jeanne Posey, from Canada, competed 
in the week-long Marathon des Sables,  
a 240km ultra-marathon – the equivalent  
of six marathons.

As President of the University of 
Buckingham Running Club, Jeanne  
relished the prospect. “I decided to take 
part just for personal enjoyment. Running  
is my passion,” she says. She received  
extra training from running club head, 
Professor Bob Watt. “We met every Sunday 
at 7am for a 21km run before meeting up 
with the running club at 9am for a further 
20km run,” says Jeanne.

After arriving in Morocco, Jeanne  
was transported  
to base camp in  
the desert. “It was  
in the middle of 
nowhere,” she  
says. “It’s a 
self-sufficient 
race – you 
have  
 

Entrepreneurs will be awarded to the  
winner of a new business plan and  
“pitch” competition to be judged by  
a panel of leading business people  
and business specialists.

The University of Buckingham’s BSc 
Business Enterprise programme, the world’s 
first undergraduate Venture Creation 
Programme, was launched in 2006. 
Students not only study but also develop  
an idea for a business, prepare a business 
plan and pitch for funding of up to £5,000 
“seed-corn” capital.

Brian Kingham commented: “My many 
years’ involvement with the University 
convinces me that Buckingham has the 
most favourable ethos for enterprising  
and ambitious young people. I am delighted 
to be helping in the development of the 
next generation of entrepreneurs. The fact 
that Buckingham created this imaginative 
BSc in Business Enterprise speaks volumes 
for its support of enterprise and wealth 
creation. It is the next generation of 
entrepreneurs who will create the jobs  
and prosperity on which Britain depends.”

Anyone interested in this new 
opportunity is welcome to request  
an application form by emailing  
bbe@buckingham.ac.uk.

Award of honorary 
degrees

Medical scientist Sir Ralph Kohn,  
acclaimed actress Dame Janet Suzman  
and diplomat Sir Rodric Braithwaite have 
been awarded honorary degrees on  
25 May at a special ceremony held in  
St Peter and St Paul’s Church, Buckingham.

Sir Ralph Kohn, born in Leipzig,  
is a medical scientist, musician  
and entrepreneur. After working  
as a senior executive in the international 
pharmaceutical industry, Sir Ralph 
established the first independent medical 
research organisation focused on the 
clinical evaluation of new drugs. He 
received the Queen’s Award for Industry.

Dame Janet Suzman trained at the 
London Academy of Music and Dramatic  
Art (LAMDA) and joined the RSC in 1963.  
She is best known for her definitive 
performance as Cleopatra in RSC’s 1973 
production of Antony and Cleopatra.  
She is a patron of the Market Theatre, 
Johannesburg and was appointed Dame 
Commander of the Order of the British 

to carry your own food and equipment.  
We were subjected to temperatures 
reaching 51⁰C and I used 11 litres of water  
a day to stay hydrated.”

Sheer determination kept her going and 
her family and friends were waiting for her 
as she crossed the finish line – the 620th 
out of 1,047 competitors to do so.

“It was such a life-altering experience  
to push your body far beyond the limits  
you set for yourself and prove to yourself 
that you are capable of much more than 
you think,” she says.

A glutton for punishment, Jeanne  
now plans to run two more marathons  
in Canada – and has already registered  
to do the Marathon des Sables again  
next year.

Jeanne Posey takes to the Sahara
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and able to put his beliefs about 
independence of universities into effect.

Being an avowed believer in liberty  
and the relentless search for truth, 
Terence’s charisma, his infectious 
enthusiasm and his certainty that success 
was achievable, began to transform the 
atmosphere at Buckingham as soon as  
he arrived. Terence’s wife, Sally, a splendid 
personality in her own right, was a crucial 
part in this metamorphosis. The effect  
was palpable. The University and its staff 
became optimistic.

Terence reinstated the schools of  
study headed by Deans. With the choice  
of exceptionally high quality people to  
fill these posts, it was at once clear  
to everyone that academic excellence  
was to be the order of the day.

Since his belief in competition is 
unshakable, he was not fearful of league 
tables and the QAA. In fact he knew that 
participation in them is a vital tool when  
it comes to student recruitment. The 
repeated success in the Student Satisfaction 
Survey is a perfect example of this. 

In fact Terence’s relationship with the 
students was striking. His rapport with 
them, not generally experienced elsewhere, 
was notable. And of course his regard  
for the students was reciprocated.

He put his full weight behind the 
establishment of the Education 
Department, recognising the nation’s 
urgent need for high quality research  
into the processes of our education system. 
He was able to attract to Buckingham the 

Sir Martin Jacomb, former Chancellor 
of the University of Buckingham

A university’s reputation  
does not depend on a single 
individual, but there is not  

the slightest doubt that it is Terence  
Kealey who is principally responsible  
for the high standing of the University  
of Buckingham today.

When he was appointed in 2001  
the University was at a low ebb. It was 
suffering from a decline in student numbers 
following the upgrading of polytechnics  
into universities, its finances were not 
robust, and morale was not high. However 
the belief in Max Beloff’s philosophy, that 
universities should be independent and  
free from government interference,  
a philosophy which underpinned  
the foundation of the University of 
Buckingham, was still very much alive.

As the search for a new Vice-Chancellor 
proceeded, we had a stroke of luck.  
The Spectator published an article by 
Terence Kealey which revealed that he,  
too, was a believer in the Beloff principle.

Here was a person of outstanding 
intellectual and physical energy who had 
direct experience of the stultifying effect  
of bureaucratic interference, even at our 
most distinguished institutions.

Having already been at Oxford, he was  
at the time a Lecturer at Cambridge in  
the field of clinical biochemistry, and an 
honorary consultant in clinical pathology  
at the Cambridge Health Authority. But  
he made it clear that he was ready, willing 

 Buckingham’s  
 Vice-Chancellor retires
Professor Terence Kealey has stepped down after  
13 years of service at the University. Alumni and colleagues 
share their thoughts about his defining career

three most outstanding people in this field. 
The excellence of the Department’s work 
quickly became widely recognised.

He was determined from the start to 
widen the University’s specialisms beyond 
Law and Business. Given his background  
he was naturally keen on Science and 
Scientific Research; and for ten years he 
dreamed of a Medical School, a dream 
which is now becoming a reality. 

Success often tends to be self fulfilling; 
and thus the raising of charitable funds 
became easier. Philanthropists who 
mistrust Government interference often 
respond to Terence’s personality. This  
is important, especially for enlarging the 
possibilities for scholarships and bursaries. 

Terence Kealey’s achievement at 
Buckingham is a nationally important 
success. He can point out with pride that 
while the great universities of Italy, France 
and Germany, having fallen under the 
control of their respective governments in 
the 19th and early 20th centuries, have as  
a direct result declined into mediocrity, in 
contrast the great independent universities 
in the US have risen to pre-eminence.  
We have in the UK at least one 
university which is entirely free 
and independent.

Charles Ramson (Law 2007, LLM 2009), 
former President of the SU

I have had the distinct privilege 
and pleasure of knowing 
Professor Kealey on a more 

personal level. While the engagement 
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Buckingham seriously. He or she must 
appoint the right people to key jobs and 
finally be able to provide optimism and 
confidence when times get tough.

Against these criteria, I have to say  
that it is Terence Kealey who has come 
closest to my ideal VC. There is no  
doubt in my mind that, had it not  
been for Terence, this University would  
not have survived the difficult years  
at the beginning of the century. It was  
Terence who defied the pessimists by 
insisting that we could win through and  
we did. Some of his ideas may not have 
worked but in the really crucial decisions  
– like the QAA, the League Tables  
and Student Loans – he has been  
completely vindicated. 

It is almost impossible to enumerate  
all the things we achieved when Terence 
was VC. Numbers recovered and schools  
of study, which some wanted to close,  
were saved and turned round. He brought 
two important institutions – CEER and 
Intelligence Studies – to Buckingham.  
He backed the School of Education,  
the London Research programmes, and 
above all the Medical School – whose  
first students will be arriving in January. 
Throughout he never lost sight of the fact 
that Buckingham owes everything to its 
students. He was always their champion  
and they loved him for it. No doubt the 
University will have its problems in the 
future but if we remember the 
example of Terence Kealey, I am 
sure we shall overcome them. 

began on a perfunctory basis (he said  
that it is the duty of the Vice-Chancellor  
“to be good” with the President of the 
Students’ Union), it developed over the 
course of 10 years and continues to this  
day as one of mentorship and friendship.  
As President of the Student Body I could  
not have asked for a better Vice-Chancellor. 
At the University Council meetings 
Professor Kealey always gave me the 
support, advice and encouragement that 
the voice of the students requires (even 
though at the first such meeting he forgot 
my name and, to my surprise the next day,  
I received a hand written note from him 
apologising – I still have that note). 

But it was at the weekly meetings of  
the Economist Club every Monday (with  
free drinks and peanuts – which, for a 
student, sounded like a good deal) where  
I got to know Professor Kealey on a more 
personal level. 

What most people may not know about 
Professor Kealey is that he is a rapacious 
reader with a prodigious memory and  
a rather impressive political and economic 
development acumen. Most people would 
be surprised to learn that any Head  
of Government would find his addition  
to their cabinet immensely invaluable 
(despite his unapologetic economic 
right-rooted ideology). 

Although Professor Kealey leaves the 
University of Buckingham, he leaves behind 
a legacy of a better University in safe hands 
but with high standards and expectations to 
match. Vision, communication, and courage 

matter most (in my view) where leadership 
is concerned, and while measuring  
these three elements is subjective  
and consequently virtually impossible,  
it is difficult to argue with the results –  
the University of Buckingham is bigger  
and better by every measurable index –  
and there is no doubt that his leadership  
has much to do with that. Equally important, 
his engagement and mentorship has  
affected the thinking/ideology of many 
students who are playing and will play 
significant roles in their respective countries.

On behalf of all the students and  
alumni that have had Professor Kealey  
as their Vice-Chancellor  
I respectfully take the liberty  
to say to him “thank you”.  

Professor John Clarke, Professor  
of History 

Since I was first appointed  
to the then University College 
at Buckingham in 1974, I have 

served under six Principals and Vice-
Chancellors. Over the years I have given  
a good deal of thought to the qualities 
needed in a good VC and this has led me  
to formulate what – pace Lawrence of 
Arabia – I call the ‘Seven Pillars of Wisdom’. 

A good VC must genuinely want to be  
the VC of Buckingham, not just VC of any 
University. He or she must have standing  
in the academic world and good contacts  
in business and politics, have a fantastic 
rapport with the students, be able to seize 
opportunities and make others take 



The Campaign for Medicine was launched 
this year to support the UK’s first 
independent not-for-profit medical  
school. It has three priorities: people  
and scholarship; physical infrastructure 
(new buildings and teaching areas);  
and facilities upgrade (accommodation, 
sports, etc.).

Emergency Care in the UK is in crisis. 
The population is ageing and our great 
healthcare system is struggling to cope 
with these new pressures. It is inevitable 
that more doctors will be needed.  
At a time of growing strain on the NHS  
and when mainstream resources are  
under such great pressure, Buckingham’s 
new Medical School will offer alternative 
ways of delivering excellence in medical 
Higher Education.

The School will embrace the very latest 
in technology and simulation techniques, 
but everything about our teaching will  
be based on the individual: on the student 
(with clinical contact from day one) and  
on the patient (working on social skills, 
empathy, bedside manner and an  
emphasis on emotional as well as academic 
intelligence). There will be a great  
emphasis on social skills and on people.

Students will be meeting patients  
very early on in their degree, as  
opposed to year three in most other 
medical schools. This means that they  
will already be well-equipped when  

they move into their clinical placements.
The medical course, four and a half 

years long, is based on an established 
curriculum. Students will spend the 
two-year Phase One part of the course  
at Buckingham but there will also be 
clinical involvement with general practice 
and at Milton Keynes Hospital, Bedford 
Hospital and St Andrew’s Healthcare, 
Northampton. Our delivery model 
(self-funded at £35k for 2015) does  
not cost the UK tax payer a penny.

The 2015 intake is already fully 

subscribed and we will be welcoming  
our first cohort on 5 January. Students 
have applied from all corners of the world, 
including Africa, Canada, USA, Australia, 
China, India and the Far East, as well as 
from the UK and mainland Europe.

The University of Buckingham was 
founded 40 years ago by a group  
of free-thinkers and philanthropists.  
Our motto – ‘Flying on our own wings’  
(Alis volans propriis) – describes the  
ethos of the University perfectly. We are 
the most exciting and progressive campus 
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A campaign for medicine
A campaign to raise £30m for Buckingham’s new Medical 
School has been launched. Alistair Lomax, Acting Director 
of Development, tells the story so far and describes how 
you can get involved

The newly-formed Medical School Development Board
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community: free-thinking, lively, 
supportive, and with a diverse and 
international student body. As Britain’s  
first independent university – not-for- 
profit and a registered charity (114169)  
– Buckingham was inspired by the 
independent liberal arts colleges of 
America. Like them our teaching is stellar 
and our commitment to the quality  
of student experience is paramount.

It is perhaps Buckingham’s 
independence that allows our new  
Medical School to play the role of 
pathfinder again – working together  
with NHS hospital partners to explore  
new solutions and respond to new needs 
as they arise.

Few people today will remember  
Dr Stephen Bolsin, the anaesthetist  
in Bristol who revealed the tragedy  
of the unnecessary deaths in the 
paediatric cardiac surgery unit.  
We felt that he had played  
a major part in helping the  
NHS move towards higher 
standards of patient care  
and we acknowledged his 
contribution with the award  
of an Honorary Degree.

Ten years on,  
how things have 
changed. The NHS 
today is utterly 
committed to  

agency; Kate Murphy, former JP Morgan 
banker; Dr Phillip Smith, Chairman of Milton 
Keynes Business Leaders Partnership 
Board; Malcolm Roberts, former Managing 
Director at Rothschild Private Wealth 
Management Partnership Board; Paul 
Stibbard, an Executive Vice Chairman, 
Rothschild Trust; Professor Alison While, 
former Professor of Nursing at King’s 
College, London; and Stephen Wilcox, 
Director of Hampden Agencies Ltd.

Brian Kingham said “I am delighted  
to be working with such distinguished 
leaders to embark on this exciting  
prospect of creating the first  
independent medical school since 
Victorian times. Buckingham will  
be a wonderful innovator in the delivery  
of health care.”

We invite everyone who shares  
a conviction that great things can  
be achieved by small and responsive 
organisations to become involved. 
Inevitably our uncompromising 
commitment to quality comes at  
a cost; and as Buckingham runs without 
subsidy from government, it relies  
on the generosity of people like you,  
its friends and its Alumni.

To find out about the many ways  
in which you can support the Campaign  
for Medicine please contact 
development@buckingham.ac.uk or visit 
www.buckingham.ac.uk/development

a range of assurance procedures,  
in the spirit of those recommended  
by Dr Bolsin. It is people like him who 
inspired Buckingham, against all odds,  
to establish a new medical school in  
which patient care is at the heart.

Just as the University of Buckingham 
was founded by a small group of pioneers 
and activists, now another group has  
come together, under the Chairmanship  
of Entrepreneur and Philanthropist,  
Brian Kingham, to lead our Campaign  
for Medicine. A businessman and 
philanthropist, Brian Kingham is also  
a long-standing donor to the University 
and supporter of annual scholarships 
within the Business School.

The Board members are: Brian Kingham, 
Chairman, Reliance Trust Ltd; Dr Ajay 
Agrawal, CEO of ImmuPharma; Martin  
Ash, Vice President of Private Banking, 

Credit Suisse UK; Lord Borwick, Former 
Chairman of Manganese Bronze; 

Logie Fitzwilliams, UK CEO of  
Brown Investment Advisory  
and Trust Co; John Jay, former 
Editor of The Sunday Times 
Business Section; Ronel Lehmann, 

Buckingham alumnus and 
Founder and Chief 

Executive of his own 
marketing/PR 

‘ Everything  
about our 
teaching 
will be 
based  
on the 
individual’

On the pulse: members of the Development Board try out the University’s state-of-the-art teaching equipment

Brian Kingham
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Masters of 
masterpieces
Art historians celebrate the 
installation of an art dealer’s 
archive. By Justine Kibler

Having spent years overlooked in  
storage, the Colnaghi archive has been 
installed in a purpose-built building  
in the beautiful grounds of Waddesdon 
Manor. With full public access, it will 
provide new research possibilities in  
the field of the history of art collecting. 
Jeremy Howard, Head of Art History  
at Buckingham, in collaboration with 
Waddesdon Manor and art dealer  
Colnaghi, held a prestigious conference  
at Waddesdon to celebrate its new  
lease of life.

“This is a great way to link up with 
different institutions across the world,  
and will be a major research opportunity 
for the University,” says Jeremy, the 
principal organiser of the event, which  
was held in late September.

Attended by almost 100 people, the 
conference brought together international 
scholars researching the history of the  
art market. Leading experts gave a series  
of talks exposing the lives and transactions 
of some of the most prolific art dealers  
and collectors of the nineteenth and 
twentieth century. Speakers included 
Catherine Hess, Chief Curator of the 
Huntington Art Collections, California;  
Inge Reist, Director of the Centre for  
the History of Collecting at the Frick Art 
Reference Library, New York; and Melinda 
Haunton, Programme Manager of the 
National Archives and grand-daughter  
of the Colnaghi Director Gustavus Mayer.

Topics included the rivalry between  
the great American art collector Henry Clay 
Frick and the powerful art dealer Joseph 
Duveen, and one of the most sensational 
art transactions of the Twentieth Century 
– Colnaghi’s sale of Holbein’s Christina of 
Denmark, Duchess of Milan to the National 
Gallery for a record price of £61,000.

This was followed by a workshop  
on dealer’s archives at the Windmill Hill 
archive centre, where the collection is  
now kept. It was given by Alan Crookham, 
Research Centre Manager at the National 
Gallery, London, and Christian Huemer, 
Head of the Project for the Study of 
Collecting and Provenance at The Getty 
Research Institute.

The archive moved to the new building 

earlier this year. It was specially designed to 
house the archive, so not only are the items 
better presented but also better preserved. 
The archive had previously  
been in storage following the downsizing  
of the Colnaghi gallery in the 1980s, and 
had until this point been overlooked and 
neglected. The cataloguing of the archive  
is also being done by Harriet Reed, a 
Buckingham Decorative Arts graduate.

“Students get very excited to visit  
such archives and galleries and get close  
to the pieces in a way they wouldn’t 
normally be able to,” says Jeremy Howard. 
“This makes our Art History course very 
distinctive as they can engage physically 
with the works of art.

“The history of the art market is an 
increasingly popular topic in History of  
Art, and our collaboration with Waddesdon 
and Colnaghi will develop this side of 
Buckingham’s Art History degree, bringing 
the art market and Buckingham closer 
together. The art market is a major 
employer, and this practical experience  
will be incredibly valuable for students.”

Jeremy also works in the Old Master 
Painting Department at Colnaghi as Head  
of Research. This involves him researching 
paintings the gallery has bought or is 
looking to buy. His research covers anything 
from the history of the painting and its 
technical qualities, to the subjects  

of the paintings themselves. It can take up 
to two years to sell an important painting. 

He therefore straddles both the 
academic and practical side of the field, 
putting him in a unique position when it 
comes to teaching. “It’s a very beneficial 
link – one enhances the other,” he explains.

Established in 1760, Colnaghi, London,  
is one of the oldest commercial art galleries 
in the world. In the nineteenth century it 
became renowned as an old master art 
dealer, with masterpieces such as Rape  
of Europa by Titian and Botticelli’s 
Madonna of the Eucharist changing hands 
there. From around 1890-1940 it played a 
key role in the international art market, 
selling important masterpieces to some of 
the greatest American collectors. 

The Colnaghi archive is the gallery’s 
business archive consisting of material such 
as rare library books, photographs, account 
books and letters dating from the late 
eighteenth century. These include letters 
from artists themselves such as Constable. 
Its strength lies in its collection from 1893 
– 1940, which has a continuous run of  
letter books and records of transactions.  
It therefore offers a unique opportunity  
to study the workings of the art market  
up to the Second World War, which 
effectively brought an end to one of  
the most glamorous eras in its history  
of the art market. 

Juliet Carey, Curator of Drawings at Waddesdon Manor
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Staff and alumni from Buckingham’s Art History Department join Jeremy Howard (right) for the conference



12 The Independent

David Cameron may rue the day he 
panicked over the independence vote  
in Scotland. His pledges and vows, made 
with other Westminster centralists, 
undoubtedly influenced the No outcome. 
But can he/they now deliver? Just  
48 hours after the vote this looked  
unlikely. The pledges of ‘super-max 
devolution’ are now commingled with 
demands and protests of home rule for 
England, Wales… Cumbria, Yorkshire! 
Moreover, any attempt to link the  
resolution of the West Lothian Question 
with the pace at which devo-max proceeds, 
will be regarded as treachery in Scotland. 
Paradoxically, a Yes vote would have been 
less constitutionally explosive than the 
complexities now facing Westminster. 

Early in his premiership David Cameron 
put forward the notion of the ‘Big Society’. 
This was a perspective based around the 
idea that society should move from a 
relationship of one of dependence to one  
of interdependence. His views were 
intended to encourage the idea that the  
‘Big Society’ would assist regions, 
communities and individuals to engage 
more energetically with the opportunities 
and issues that affected them most. In 
essence, it was a concept of empowerment.

In Scotland, the debate over 
independence superseded the notion  
of the ‘Big Society’ by progressing the 
argument towards the concept of the  
‘Civil Society’. The debate sought a mandate  
for a civil society that would have enabled  
a framework of social arrangements and 
legislatures, constrained by a written 
constitution, which encouraged civility and 
embodied a concept of freedom that would 
be distinct from the economic liberalism  
of the flawed Anglo-American model.

 In this sense, the Yes vote might have 
provided Scotland with an opportunity  
to create a civil society that embodied  
a framework of morality that bound 
individuals to each other by means  
other than simple market forces.

A Yes vote would have been a vote for  
a civil society against centralism. Moreover, 
if there is a referendum on a UK exit from 
the EU following the next UK general 
election and England votes to leave, while 
Scotland votes to stay, there may well be  
a cry for ‘UDI’ north of Gretna Green.

 Better together?
 Buckingham academics discuss if it was right for Scotland  
 to vote No in the referendum

Professor  
 Jim Rafferty
 IMI – D.K.Chowdhury  
 Professor of Management

‘David Cameron may rue 
the day he panicked’

On 18 September Scotland voted to decide whether it would stay in the United Kingdom



Macduff Stands Scotland where it did?
Ross Alas, poor country!
Almost afraid to know itself.
Macbeth, Act IV, scene iii 

Well, Scotland does stand where it did – at 
least in relation to the United Kingdom and 
its constitutional position. But does it know 
itself? The 55:45 split in a voter turnout of 
84.6 per cent suggests a country 
significantly divided and afraid of its other 
self. For once the handy voting maps – 
which now show an almost entirely No 
Scotland, with only a tiny buckle of Yes 
councils in the centre of the country’s wasp 
waist – are misleading, because the big 
split is replicated in every voting area: there 
were no landslides, no easy seats, no 
‘heartlands’ for either faction, in the end. 
Although there was much praise for the way 
both campaigns had galvanised the 
population into action, I’m not sure it will 
help at street level for communities to have 
seen themselves, as under an x-Ray, 
suddenly revealed as opponents of different 
colours. That may take some time to forget.

From the perspective of an expat (I grew 
up in Glasgow, son of a Scottish mother of 
Highland descent, and an English father) it 
was easy enough to take a Romantic view of 
things, as through a glass of whisky, and 
hope for a Yes. Scottish expats are big on 
nostalgia, but don’t necessarily go back 
that often (Do ye ken the one about the 
Scottish boomerang? It disnae come back 
when ye throw it, it just sings aboot it).  
The basic referendum question ‘Should 
Scotland be an independent country?’ 
always seemed to me to have a wistful, 
almost abstract air. ‘Should...?’ is a modal 
verb, defined in grammars as denoting ‘mild 
obligation or advice.’ The Scots were being 
mildly asked, it seemed, whether they felt 
this change of state ought to occur, ideally 
or ideologically. There was little mild, 

however, about the way the campaigns set 
about thrashing each other with their rival 
versions of the future. Political economy 
became the only plane of debate. It will be 
the best of times (if you vote with Us) It will 
be the worst of times (if you vote with 
Them) was the refrain, almost as though 
the question had been altered to ‘will you 
be better off if Scotland becomes an 
independent country?’

That’s not to say I think people had those 
considerations uppermost in mind in casting 
their votes. Many No voters will have done 
so with as keen a sense of patriotism as their 
separatist rivals; others with a reluctant 
sense that they did not wish to commit their 
grandchildren to what might easily be a 
harder life. The whole affair has raised some 
truly complex questions about where and 
how we display our national identity: on the 
surface or as the manifestation of some 
inner essence? Robert Burns’s lyric ‘Is there 
for honest poverty’ (better known as ‘A 
Man’s a Man for a’ That’) plays with a similar 
idea in relation to class and wealth. Our 
national poet seems to say that integrity is 
more important than identity – class, rank, 
race, nationality – which is stamped on to us 
by circumstances, the way that a king’s head 
is stamped on a coin to give it what passes 
for value. But the basic metal, the gold, is 
what counts:

The rank is but the guinea’s stamp, 
The Man’s the gowd for a’ that.

Hopefully, all Scottish citizens will 
rediscover this about themselves, and 
sooner rather than later.
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My mother is Scottish, my family home is 
in the Scottish Borders, and I spend as 
much time there as I can. Being forced to 
choose between my identities as a Scot 
and as a Briton – something I have never 
had to do before – was unexpectedly 
emotional. It was incredibly frustrating to 
listen to the clever lies of the Yes 
Campaign, and watch the bumbling 
failure of the Nos to expose them – the 
more so as people like me with English 
voices were banned from participating. 
Not until the last day of the nail-biting 
campaign did Gordon Brown hit back 
with a 13-minute speech making the 
central point that you didn’t have to vote 
yes to be a proud Scot. In retrospect, 
however, the decisive victory of the Nos 
vote in spite of the futility of their 
campaign shows that this really was the 
wish of the Scottish people.

The Yes Campaign was hugely 
significant. The attack on ‘Westminster’ 
was partly a rebellion of the losers from 
globalisation – the old industrial working 

class – against the gainers. It was also a 
rebellion against the old politics. 
Westminster ignores this message at its 
peril. The historical parallels are clear. 
The two great constitutional convulsions 
in British history – the Civil War in the 
1640s and the Great Reform Act of 1832 
– were triggered by rebellions in Scotland 
and Ireland respectively. In both cases, 
the old politics failed to cope with the 
crisis – and the result was political 
turmoil and the creation of a new 
constitutional order. Which is just about 
where we are today.

 

‘It was incredibly 
frustrating to listen to 
the clever lies of the Yes 
Campaign, and watch 
the bumbling failure of 
the Nos to expose them’

‘The 55:45 split suggests 
a country significantly 
divided and afraid of its 
other self’

Professor  
 John Drew
 Dean of Arts and Languages

Professor  
 Jane Ridley  
 Professor of History
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Finding out your child has a life-threatening 
illness is every parent’s worst nightmare. 
Whilst research into diseases like cancer 
has dramatically improved the survival  
rate of patients, little is understood about 
the rare but equally severe condition of 
Langerhans’ Cell Histiocytosis (LCH),  
which most commonly affects children.  
A team of scientists at Buckingham has  
set out to change this.

The research is being led by Dr Kenneth 
Langlands at the Buckingham Institute  
for Translational Medicine and overseen  
by Dr Anthony Chu, Clinical Dermatologist 
at Hammersmith Hospital. Their aim is  
to better understand the causes of LCH,  
its characteristics and potential treatments, 
in an attempt to reduce its unnecessarily 
high mortality rate.

LCH is a cancer-like disorder that 
originates from the immune system. 
Langerhans’ cells form part of the body’s 
immune system known as histiocytes  
and are normally only found in the skin  
and major airways. In LCH these cells  
are abnormal and can be found in other 
parts of the body including bone marrow, 
skin, lungs and liver, potentially causing 
serious damage to them. It can affect just 
one part of the body such as the skin 
(known as single-system LCH) or many 
parts (known as multi-system LCH). 

The most commonly affected areas are 
skin, lung and bone. Smokers are the most 
likely to be affected by LCH in the lungs  
and children are the biggest group suffering 
from skin and bone LCH. About 50 children 
will develop the condition each year, and 
about 1 in 560,000 adults. 

Drawing upon the Department’s 
expertise in dermatological diseases,  
the team is focusing on LCH of the skin. 
They are the only team in the UK to be 
researching the skin of adult LCH patients 
and one of a handful of institutions to 
research the disease at all.

With their findings the team hopes to 
understand the difference between LCH  
in children and adults and what exactly  
is happening between the two groups, 
because it is not known why the disorder  
is more common in children.

One of the big issues with the LCH is 

misdiagnosis, as University of Buckingham 
PhD research student Parvathy Harikumar 
explains. “For example with LCH of the  
skin the main symptom is a rash, and  
you’re not going to think it’s LCH. Other 
symptoms, such as a cough or high fever, 
can be similar to flu. You need to go to  
a dermatologist to get it diagnosed.”  
Parvathy is in the final year of her  
research, which focuses entirely on LCH.

Luckily LCH of the skin is not lethal,  
but if it spreads or initially develops in 
places such as the lungs or spleen, the 
consequences can be much more serious, 
explains Parvathy. “If it then gets 
misdiagnosed and treatment starts too late 
into the diagnosis the disease can kill. The 
mortality rate is quite high, and it’s largely 
because the disease is so rare that there  
is a lack of awareness surrounding it.  
Our research will help to increase the 
awareness and understanding of the 
disease and therefore improve treatments 
and ultimately the mortality rates.”

To carry out the vital research the 

scientists are taking skin biopsies.  
They are looking at the lesions caused  
by LCH to find out their properties, and 
particularly the formation of the blood 
vessels. “As a disorder happens in the  
skin more blood and nutrients need to 
come to it, so we are looking for any new 
blood vessel formation or inflammation 
within the region of the lesion and how it’s 
different from the surrounding skin outside. 
We are also looking at the types of cells 
involved in the lesions and the gene 
expressions compared to the other skin  
to find out if it is genetic,” says Parvathy. 

The team has also discovered that,  
in some cases, the sun or smoking has 
caused the damage. Other causes are 
unfortunately still largely unknown. “So far 
we know that the cells are totally different 
from surrounding cells but now we need  
to find out more about the cell cycle,” says 
Parvathy. There is still a lot of research to  
be done on LCH, but Buckingham hopes  
to be at the forefront of any potentially 
breakthrough findings.

Parvathy Harikumar is one of several Buckingham scientists researching LCH

 Research gets  
 under the skin
Scientists begin to lift the lid on a rare  
and deadly disease. By Diana Blamires
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It was clear that Dato’ Dr Jacob George 
(Law 1991) was set for success as soon  
as he came to Buckingham. A hard worker 
with a noble cause, at his graduation  
he was awarded the prize for academic 
performance and contribution to university 
life. Now, almost 25 years later, following  
a lifetime of dedication towards 
humanitarian issues, the University  
has continued to recognise his success  
by awarding him this year’s Distinguished 
Alumnus Award – a watch donated  
by Aditya Mintri’s (PEL 1994) company, 
Horlogerie Kandahar.

Dato’ Jacob George is a real mover and 
shaker in Malaysia and the Buckingham 
alumni network. He is Malaysia’s leading 
consumer advocate, having worked in the 
profession for almost 40 years, as well as  
a theologian, corporate lawyer and social 
worker. He fights for all manner of 
humanitarian issues, from the environment 
to consumers’ rights and health care.

In his various roles he has worked  
with the government, including the 
Socio-Economic Research Unit (SERU)  
at the Prime Minister’s Department,  
in the corporate sector and in several 
non-governmental organisations. In 1996  
he won the prestigious United Nations 
Award from the Sri Chinmoy - The  
Peace Meditation of the United Nations  
– and was awarded the title “Dato’”.

Proud of his Buckingham roots, Dato’ 
Jacob has always been a strong 
ambassador of Buckingham, which meant 
that winning the Distinguished Alumnus 
Award was particularly special for him.  
“I felt very honoured,” he says. “It’s so 
different from other awards you receive, 
because there’s nothing like being 
recognised by the place in which  
you really had your life; the most 
memorable time of my life was 
those few years at Buckingham.”

Unlike the infamous characters 
of 1980s Buckingham with their 
fast cars and luxurious lifestyles, 
Dato’ Jacob was from a modest 
background. His family did not have 
the money to send him to University, 
instead his degree was made possible  
by the sponsorship of World Council  

of Churches (WCC), who had recognised  
his work for human rights issues in 
Malaysia. “I felt truly blessed to have  
been chosen for it,” he says. He joined as  
a mature student and took up a part-time 
job in the local supermarket (then called 
Budgens) to help pay his way.

He certainly left his mark, though.  
He was the first coach of the Buckingham 
town’s ladies hockey club, and took them 
to Holland in 1990 through the kind 
sponsorship of his lecturer and mentor  
Dr Michael Barrett. “To see a foreigner 
come into the town and be part of the 
community was really dynamic, and 
something of a breakthrough in the  
late 80s,” he says. 

Ask students or alumni about the  
story of a local friendly duck disappearing,  
and they are likely to have heard  
it. In fact the story has reached  

a fable-like status at Buckingham.
“People were fascinated about how  

I would save all the leftover bread, open 
my window and whistle for a couple of 
minutes,” says Dato’ Jacob. “I’d shout  
out Faaatsooo, and after a short while 
you’d see this huge duck all quacking  
and running towards the room. Just before 
summer we never saw Fatso again. I always 
wondered what had happened to him,  
but later I was told that some students 
from Asia had cooked him!”

His room, 86 Hailsham House, was 
renowned as the best place to get a cup  
of tea. “Friends and others would always 
come over and my room became an 
international meeting point,” he says.

Extra-curricular activities aside, Dato’ 
Jacob had a very specific purpose for 
getting his Law degree; he wanted to 
continue and strengthen his fight for 
humanitarian issues in Malaysia. Before  
his degree, Dato’ Jacob would have to refer 
his cases to external lawyers who wouldn’t 
always handle the case with the same 
passion and co-operation. Becoming  
a qualified lawyer would enable him  
to manage his cases from start to finish, 
instilling confidence in his clients and 
improving his overall efforts. “It was about 
me becoming equipped with the tools to 
go back to my society to help and upgrade 

the issues of marginalisation, human 
rights and other community roles  
I was taking up,” he explains.  

“If I didn’t have that background 
and start at Buckingham  
I wouldn’t be where I am.” 

Dato’ Jacob stayed true  
to his word, and the success 
of his good work has only 
grown since. Not only  
has he become the go-to 

advocate of Malaysia  
but his consultancy work 
has gone international; 
he is now involved  

in similar issues across 
Asia and the Pacific.  

“It has become much  
more serious,” says Dato’ 

Jacob, “and my problem  
is always saying no.”

 Distinguished Alumnus 
 Award 2014
Justine Kibler interviews activist and human rights  
 consultant Dato’ Jacob George
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 In memoriam
 Professor Martin Ricketts  
 remembers Sir Alan Peacock,  
 economist, WW2 veteran  
 and pivotal Vice-Chancellor  
 of the University

In the heyday of state interventionism that 
followed World War II, it fell to a relatively 
small group of economists to defend the 
seemingly outdated classical liberal 
inheritance and develop a critique of 
government growth. Alan Peacock, 1922  
– 2014, was one of the most significant 
members of this group, taking over the 
mantle of an earlier generation which 
included scholars such as Lionel Robbins 
(1898 – 1984) and John Jewkes (1902 
– 1988). Although born not far from 
Newcastle he saw himself as an honorary 
Scot and was certainly one of the most 
effective interpreters of the ideas of the 
Scottish Enlightenment even if these were, 
during his lifetime, as neglected north  
of the border as they were to the south.

On his appointment as a Professor of 
Economics at Edinburgh in 1956 he at first 
found it difficult to resist the trend towards 
increasing technical rigour in economics 
and away from institutional and historical 
studies. But this phase as a ‘young Turk’ 
seems to have passed very quickly and,  
in his personal writing seems barely to  
have existed at all. In 1958 he co-edited 
with Richard Musgrave Classics in the 
Theory of Public Finance which translated 
into English a set of major late nineteenth 
century and early twentieth century papers 
by Wagner, Pantaleoni, Barone, Lindahl, 
Wicksell and others. James Buchanan, the 
later Nobel laureate and founder of ‘Public 
Choice’ analysis, advised on the Italian 
selection and translated Wicksell.

Alan admired greatly the Italian 

growth of subscription services.
In his support for liberal causes Alan was 

prepared to take considerable professional 
and reputational risks. He was always  
a staunch supporter of the Institute  
of Economic Affairs and was a member  
of its Advisory Council at a time when the 
presumption in favour of state power over 
market processes was even more extreme 
than it is today. He moved from York to 
become Principal and (after the award  
of a Royal Charter) Vice-Chancellor of the 
newly established independent University 
of Buckingham. He joked that the younger 
economists he took with him to 
Buckingham had much more to lose  
than he did. But it was his human capital 
and reputation that the fledgling institution 
needed and that he put at its disposal.  
It would have been much easier to  
support the experiment in principle  
and from a safe distance.

This high degree of moral courage did  
not make Alan aloof in his relations with 
others. Accessible to junior colleagues  
and supportive of their efforts, he was 
excellent company and a repository of 
endless amusing stories. He led happy 
departments. Only in later years did  
I become aware that his resolve had been 
tested in an altogether more demanding 
arena of human conflict. As an officer  
in naval intelligence his ship had been 
torpedoed in 1943 – he had served on the 
Arctic convoys and had been awarded the 
DSC (and very recently the Arctic Star).
Published on IEA website

contribution to public finance with its 
worldly and realistic assessment of state 
action, which contrasted with the naïve and 
idealised conception of policy formation 
and implementation that prevailed in 
England. He attracted many Italian students 
and enjoyed travelling and speaking in Italy. 
His admiration of the German ordo-liberals 
who played such an important role in 
preparing for post-war reconstruction  
and laying the foundations of the 
‘wirtschaftswunder’ was also an important 
element in his approach to policy.

In 1961 he produced (with Jack Wiseman) 
a celebrated study of The Growth of Public 
Expenditure in the UK 1890-1955. It was  
the beginning of a research agenda that led  
to many similar studies of other countries  
by students who were attracted to the 
University of York where he founded the 
Department of Economics in 1962. Under 
his leadership York became a major centre 
for research in public sector economics. 

Over the same period he applied public 
choice theory to the analysis of public 
policy – including policy towards music  
and the arts. In these areas he courted  
the unpopularity of influential lobby groups 
by questioning the role of public subsidy in 
spite of being personally devoted to the arts 
and an amateur viola player and composer. 
In 1986 the Peacock Report on the funding 
of the BBC offended similar powerful 
interests with its support for more 
consumer choice and its recognition  
that technical developments would  
permit far more competition and the 



The Independent 17

 Deaths 
 

 Births  

 Marriages 

the 13 June 2014 at Oxford 
Crematorium. Professor  
Yardley was a former staff 
member in Law, an Honorary 
Professor and donor.

John Blundell died on 22 July 
2014. John was a distinguished 
Director General of the Institute 
of Economic Affairs and was 
closely associated with the  
work of the Institute for  
Humane Studies, the Heritage 

Grace O. Izinyon (Law 2002) 
died on 3 April 2014 at the age  
of 53. Her son Alex Izinyon II also 
graduated from Buckingham 
with a Law degree.

William Martin (Law 1994) 
died on the 17 May 2014. William 
had been ill for two years with 
cancer and had managed to 
continue a good quality of life 
while undergoing treatment. 
William loved his time at the 

Foundation and the Atlas 
Network in the United States.  
He was a staunch supporter  
of the University and was 
awarded an Honorary Doctor  
of Science in 2010. On his  
travels to conferences and  
other engagements across the 
world he was always happy to 
act as an informal ambassador 
on behalf of the University and 
his advocacy and enthusiasm 
will be greatly missed.

Congratulations to Simone 
Smith-Bean (Law 2006)  
who gave birth to Allana Faye 
Bean on the 20 December 2013. 

Masatake Matsumoto 
(Politics 2001) is delighted  
to announce the birth of his 
second son Seinosuke. He was 
born on the 27 March 2014 in 
Hiratsuka, Japan.

The alumni office would like  
to congratulate Hakan Pizrenli 
(English 2007) who married 
Merve Caglayan on the 31 May 
2014 in Istanbul.

Congratulations to Veronica 
Vanessa Martins (Law 2011) 
and Nicholas Ugochukwu 
Okereafor who married on  
the 26 July 2014 in Abuja, 
Nigeria. Her bridesmaid 
Yetunde Kila was also a 
Buckingham law graduate.

University of Buckingham, as 
was mentioned in his brother’s 
eulogy at his funeral.

Nisha Monique Nord (neé 
Bapat) (History, Politics and 
English Lit 1983) passed away 
on 29 June 2014 after losing  
her battle with cancer. 

Professor Sir David Yardley 
died on 3 June 2014, aged  
84. His funeral was held on  

Marie-Alexandrine (MSc 
Service Management  
2011) and James Burrows 
(Economics 2010) are 
delighted to announce the  
birth of their daughter  
Gabrielle on the 12 of March 
2014 in Bangor, Wales.

Best wishes to Charles 
Ramson (Law 2007, LLM 
2009) who married Alana 
Seebarran on the 11 January 
2014 at Le Jardin in Toronto, 
Canada. Jennifer Thomas,  
an alumna and friend, was  
also in attendance.

Congratulations to Fiona  
Ord (Law 1994) who  
married Vaughn Lowe on  
the 5 June 2014 at Millbrook 
Winery Jarrahdale in Perth, 
Western Australia.

Alumni Announcements
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Support for free market 
economics in China 

The Shanghai Austrian Economic Summit 
was held this year from the 18 to the  
20 of July at the Doubletree Hotel in 
Kunshan county, Shanghai. Initiated by 
Buckingham alumna Kenli Schoolland 
(Economics 2011), the summit provided  
a platform for over 140 academics, 
entrepreneurs, students and professionals 
to expound on free-market ideas in a 
country where many are still seeking to 
understand capitalism while thriving on it.

Although the majority of the audience 
was from China, speakers and attendees 
from around 13 other countries contributed 
to discussions on entrepreneurship and 
business intelligence, both essential in 
shaping the future of China as well as the 
global economy. Among guests were Tom 
Palmer (Atlas), Dan Mitchell (Cato), 
Kriengsak Chareonwongsak (Institute  
of Future Studies), Feng Xingyuan  
(Unirule Institute), Wang Ning (Ronald 
Coase Institute) and Ilya Somin (George 
Mason University). 

Notable amongst the line up of speakers 
were Buckingham alumni June Arunga 
Kimani (Law 2006), who spoke about 
Global Entrepreneurship, and Jose Stelle, 
(International Studies) who spoke about his 
book The China Lectures: Constitutional 
Reform in China which was released in 
Hong Kong in September. 

One of the most powerful talks was  
from Yeonmi Park, who recounted the  
story of her escape from North Korea  
and is now working at Freedom Factory  
in South Korea to help promote the cause 
of North Korean refugees.

Overall, it was an incredible, inspiring, 
and productive event. Videos from the 
summit, as well as information about 
similar future events, can be found  
at www.tftevents.com.

 Clear sailing 

Lady Candy, launched by luxury shipyard 
Benetti in 2013 and winner of Best 
International Custom Yacht this year  
at the Asia Boating awards, is the first 
superyacht to be designed by Buckingham 
alumnus Paul Brackley (History,  
Politics and English Literature 1985) 
and his company, Central Yacht.

Although skippers tend to have  
varying degrees of input in the build of  
a luxury ship, Paul Brackley has overseen 
the entire design, layout and construction 
of the 56m yacht.

Combining 25 years of professional 
yachting experience with a passion for 
creativity, Paul’s highly practical approach 
drives his company’s philosophy. 

“Any design elements that distract  
from function will be identified quickly  
as superfluous by all but the very ignorant 
member of the public. Good design comes 
from understanding a subject intimately, 
creativity from synthesizing diverse 
knowledge inputs. I noticed that the  
same features always seemed to be at  
the forefront in yacht design: inertia and 
conservatism. Not in interior decoration  
or exterior style that suffer sometimes  
from surfeit of modernism or exuberance, 
but in the functional arrangement of spaces 
and practical exterior design,” he says in  

 Alumni News

an interview for exclusive yachting 
magazine “Invictus”.

Paul founded Central Yacht in 2006,  
and after supervising the build of the  
60m charter yacht Xanadu, winner of Best 
Charter yacht in 2009, he found a client 
who commissioned the design and 
construction of a yacht from scratch.  
This project would become Lady Candy.

“The owner already had a design for  
a 55m that was completely impractical  
and unworkable from an operational 
perspective. I took the owner’s 
requirements and then developed a very 
innovative layout that matched his goals. 
From there it was a small step to design the 
exterior profile and design details that have 
made Lady Candy into such a distinctive 
yacht”, he says in the same interview.

Central Yacht has two further projects  
on the line, a 56m under construction in 
Italy and a 52m, Jade 959, nearing delivery 
in Taiwan. 

Jade 959 was part of the Monaco Yacht 
Show in September, and Paul says that he  
is always happy to take Buckingham alumni 
on VIP tours if he meets them at the shows.

News in Brief 

Agnes Murgor (Law 1987) has recently 
been appointed Court of Appeal Judge in 
Kenya. After graduating from Buckingham, Attendees at the Economic Summit

Award-winning superyacht by Paul Brackley



Agnes worked at the law firm Hamilton 
Harrison and Mathews then as a State 
Counsel in the Attorney General’s 
Chambers. In 1992 she established Murgor 
& Murgor Advocates with her husband. 
She is an Advocate of the High Court of 
Kenya and a Member of the Law Society  
of Kenya and the Institute of Certified  
Public Secretaries of Kenya. 
Miss Rosalyn Knapp (Law and Politics 
2012) is taking part in Bonnier Accelerator 
2014, a three-month program that started 
in September and is designed to help 
start-ups with digital media ideas to 
develop their ideas and business plan. 
Rosalyn founded Codarica, a company 
which produces educational material  
about coding for children between 5-10 
years old, making it more accessible  
and less intimidating. The company  
has launched an e-book in Swedish and 
English and has an app in development  
with more planned for the future.
Chris Jagger (Security and Intelligence 
2010) has created 2creatEffect, a university 

course designed for the intelligence 
community. He was invited by one of the  
UK intelligence agencies to build a tailored 
course in response to the Butler Review 
which identified a number of ‘intelligence 
failures’ regarding the UK government’s 
decision to go to Iraq. He was assisted  
in the design of the first version of the 
course by his colleagues at Buckingham. 
The course is structured using a special 
balance of theory, exercises and 
practical techniques. Throughout 
the course students examine case 
studies of human and institutional 
failure, placing a special focus on 
intelligence failure.
Marcus Dreike (PGCE 2013)  
set up a charity called the  
Dreike Scholarship fund in  
2009 and is now trying to raise  
awareness of it. The charity gives 
funds to individual students  
so that they can attend school  
and gain a good standard of 
education. They currently support 

over 60 children in rural areas in Zambia,  
Rwanda and Uganda, having raised  
over £100,000. If anyone would like  
to contribute please contact Marcus  
on info@dreikescholarshipfund.org
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If you know how to contact the 
following, please email the Alumni 
Office at alumni@buckingham.ac.uk

 ● Miss Sharon Alexander (Psychology  
with Biology 1995)

 ● Miss Yvonne Aleyideino (Law 1994)
 ● Mr Mishal Al-Wazzan (English and 
European Law with German 1997)

 ● Mr Luke Bastin (PGCE 2011)
 ● Miss Francesca Berruti ( Politics and 
History 2014)

 ● Mr Christopher Burton (PGCE 2013)
 ● Mr Andrea Caturelli (MBA 2010)
 ● Miss Jennifer Caverhill (PGCE 2013)
 ● Miss Pui Chan (Politics, Economics  
and Law 1994)

 ● Miss Amanda Chatwin (Accounting  
and Financial Management 1996)

 ● Miss Wen Syn Chia (Accounting  
and Financial Management 1995)

 ● Mr Elia D’Anna Lucca (International 
Marketing 2010) 

 ● Mr Joseph D’Anna Lucca  
(International Marketing 2010)

 ● Ms Elisabeth Darthe (Business  
Studies 2010)

 ● Mr Muntaser Dawwas (Accounting  
and Financial Management 1995)

 ● Mrs Charlotte Denby (PGCE 2008)
 ● Miss Merope Dikigoropoulou (Law 1987)
 ● Mr Artan Duka (Occasional Student 1993)

 ● Mrs Gillian Ellis (History and English 1994)
 ● Miss Anne Emeogo (Politics,  
Economics and Law 1988)

 ● Miss Anne Freeman (Law 1998)
 ● Mr Georg Freiherr von Hammerstein 
(Visiting Student 1986)

 ● Mr Olivier Gaillard (Business Studies 1988)
 ● Mr Gasanguseyn Gasanguseynov 
(Business Economics 2006)

 ● Mr Olivier Gillet (International  
Business 2009)

 ● Mr Omoruyi Guobadia (Management  
in a Service Economy 2014)

 ● Mr Casper Hallas (Business Studies 1994)
 ● Mr Mark Hallim (MBA 2011)
 ● Ms Clare Harrison (MSc Transformation 
Management 2005)

 ● Mr Christophe Hessen (European 
Business Management with German 1993)

 ● Mr Iain Holmes (Business Studies 2003)
 ● Miss Soibi Horsfall (Law 1996)
 ● Miss Angharad Hughes (PGCE 2013)
 ● Miss Mary Jacob (Accounting and 
Financial Management 1994)

 ● Miss Chiara Jankolow  
(International Marketing 2010)

 ● Ms Meliha Jasarevic  
(Information Systems 2012)

 ● Ms Maralyn Johnston  
(European Studies 1989)

 ● Miss Natalia Kalenova  

(English Studies for Teaching 2010)
 ● Mr Can Kartal (MBA 2010)
 ● Mr Marlon Kastner  
(International Business 2006)

 ● Miss Roshni Khattar (Law 1995)
 ● Mr Lin Khin (Law 1988)
 ● Mr Christopher Kraus  
(Occasional Student 1980)

 ● Miss Margaret LaForce  
(Occasional Student 1987)

 ● Mr Brian Lauderman (Business 2009)
 ● Ms Irene Lim (Accounting and Financial 
Management 1988)

 ● Mr Peter Littlejohn Cook (Psychology 
with Business Studies 1994)

 ● Mr Dzingisai Makovah (Business  
and Management 2013)

 ● Miss Valentina Mangeruva  
(International Business 2010)

 ● Miss Melissa McMahon  
(International Studies 2011)

 ● Mr John Mountford (PGCE 2012)
 ● Mr Ali-Reza Moussavian (Business 2010)
 ● Ms Melike Nas Lucca (Marketing 2010)
 ● Ms Lisa Neugart (Management 2010)
 ● Mr Thomas Norton (PGCE 2012)
 ● Mr Neri Peccia (International  
Business 2009)

 ● Mr James Peniston (Law 1997)
 ● Mr Ivan Petrenko (English  
Language Foundation 1997)

 Lost Alumni 

Marcus Dreike (middle)
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We have had some wonderful alumni events 
taking place this year and there are plenty 
more to come. The Alumni Summer Party  
in June was a lovely affair, we saw so many 
faces and everyone had a fantastic time.  
We are already thinking forward to next 
June, where we will be holding the Summer 
Party in London. Details will be sent out  
at the beginning of next year. 
October 2014
October saw our 1986-1990 Alumni  
Reunion Dinner. People from all years  
came along and Dato’ Jacob George  
was awarded the Distinguished Alumnus 
Award (read his interview on page 15).
November 2014
Our third Alumni Breakfast was held. 
December 2014
We have our annual Carol Concert  
in London where alumni are invited to listen  
to the Parliamentary Choir singing at  

St John’s Smith Square. This will hopefully 
get everybody in the Christmas spirit. 
Next year
Next February we will hold the first Alumni 
Breakfast of 2015. 

March will be a very busy month with  
five Graduation Ceremonies and an 
Honorary Degree Ceremony for the Medical 
School. We also have the Swan Ball when 
Graduates will be able to party the night 
away after all their hard work.

In May we will be holding our annual 
drinks reception as a thank you to all  
alumni and students who have been such  
a huge support to the University over the 
past year or so. 

The Alumni Summer Party will take place 
in June.
Overseas meetings
We have a lot of alumni overseas meets 
coming up in the next few months. This 

October Anne Matsuoka is visiting  
Japan and Jamie Lee Brown will be  
in America. There will also be UoB staff  
in Germany, Switzerland, Kazakhstan  
and Pakistan. In November Felicity 
Roberts-Holmes will be in Cyprus. 

All details of trips, contact names  
and email addresses can be found in  
our Alumni Monthly Update. An email  
will have gone out to everyone in the  
area before the event too. If you are  
in those areas and have not received  
an email from us it may be that we do  
not have your correct contact details. 
Please send your correct/updated details 
to alumni@buckingham.ac.uk so we  
can continue to stay in touch with you. 

Please keep an eye out for our Alumni 
Monthly Update. It will have details  
of all events and overseas trips as well  
as any other business from our Alumni. 

Alumni Events

Staff and alumni reminisce in the Vice-Chancellor’s garden at the Alumni Summer Party


