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Welcome to the 
Autumn issue of 
The Independent. 
I would like to 
thank Lucy 
Hodges, who has 
now left the 
University, for her 

huge input over the past three years 
and particularly for the transformation 
of The Independent into the elegant 
publication it is today. I know that 
Lucy met many of you personally and I 
am sure that you will join us all in 
wishing her well for the future.

Justine continues Lucy’s good work 
and we have a number of exciting new 
ventures to report. Buckingham’s 
plans for a Medical School have been 
approved and a site will be built across 
the river to accommodate the first and 
second-year students by 2015. Turn to 
page 4 to read more. This June the 
University held its first graduation 
ceremony devoted entirely to 

Honorary Graduands. Hosted on the 
banks of the River Thames in London, 
it proved to be one of Buckingham’s 
grandest occasions, and a full report 
can be found on page 8.

The University has always nurtured 
independent research and in this 
edition you will learn about the 
original and highly-praised work of 
some of Buckingham’s newest and 
oldest academics. On page 10, David 
Jacques, who joined as a Senior 
Research Fellow in Archaeology this 
summer, talks about his research into 
the use of the Stonehenge landscape 
10,000 years ago, and on page 16 
long-serving Historian and Biographer 
Professor Jane Ridley sheds light on 
how she wrote her bestselling book of 
King Edward VII, Bertie: A Life of 
Edward VII.

 Do check on the forthcoming 
events for the rest of this year, which 
can be found on page 20. Our second 
Alumni Reunion Party will be held on 

10 October at Church House, 
Westminster. This is for alumni who 
graduated between 1981 and 1985 and 
for former staff who worked during 
those years. Last year’s party was a 
great success and we hope that this 
one will be equally memorable. On 4 
December the University of 
Buckingham Alumni Association are 
offering tickets to a Carol Concert in 
London where staff, students and 
alumni will enjoy all the festivities of 
Christmas.

Lastly, I must report that the 
Radcliffe Centre, thanks to a very 
generous donation from an alumnus, 
is now not only a fabulous lecture hall 
but also a fully-equipped theatre. 
Students and townspeople alike will 
be able to use this venue to its full 
potential and we hope that you will 
attend an event there one day too.

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni & Graduation
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 From the Vice - Chancellor

There is so much good news packed into this issue of The 
Independent that I am overwhelmed with possible topics to 
introduce. Do I describe the General Medical Council’s 
approval for us to proceed with the Medical School; or the 
purchase of the 3.6 acre football field that lies across the 
river from the Tanlaw Mill; or the refurbishment programme 
which continues apace with the conversion this summer of 
the bedrooms of Sunley House to en suite; or the wonderful 
generosity of donor Matthew Proud (LLM 2009); or the 
acceleration of our research and scholarship; or our 
flourishing Sports Department whose new cheerleading 
team under the inspiration of Julia Onken, Paige Cronje and 
others won their first two competitions this year; or our 
graduates having the best job prospects in the country; 
or our continuing success at the National Student Survey?

Or do I describe my pleasure in visiting our alumni in 
Bermuda and in the Bahamas (as illustrated below) where 
Leo Mills, Dana Munnings, Gia Wright and many more, 
including much of the legislature of the Bahamas, looked 
after me so kindly and so well? 

Or do I go philosophical? 

An economic education  
by Terence Kealey

Inspired by a statement President Barack Obama 
made at the University of Binghamton (New York state) 
on the 23 August this year, I will go philosophical, 
because he said that law schools that offer three-year 
degrees should consider reducing them to only two.

President Obama is concerned about the increasing 
costs in the United States of higher education in 
general, and of law education in particular. And what 
happens in America soon spreads to the wider world: 
higher education globally is becoming more and more 
expensive to individual students. That is because, as 
more and more people go to university, governments 
– which experience ever-greater calls on their funds 
– are increasingly failing to find sufficient money for 
higher education, so the universities are increasingly 
having to raise their fees.

Having been created as an independent university, 
we at Buckingham have always been sensitive to 
the financial pressures on our students. And though 
in the early years we made jokes about it (“reassuringly 
expensive”) in reality our founders ensured that we 
were the most cost-efficient university in Britain, 
which is why they foreshadowed Barack Obama 
by introducing the two-year intensive 
undergraduate degree.

During our early years, because both home and 
international students then paid no fees in the UK, 
our cost-effectiveness was masked. But now that 
international students pay full fees everywhere in the 
UK, and now that even home students pay very 
significant fees, we are happy to have been exposed as 
the most economical university in Britain – particularly 
if living costs and opportunity costs are factored in.

Barack Obama is the leader of the free world, and in 
his rainbow family background he reflects our own 
rainbow student body. He also has a degree in Law. 
So when he says that universities should consider 
converting their current three-year courses into 
two-year courses, we at Buckingham can take pride in 
having been ahead of the curve by some decades.

Alumni from Bahamas (left) and the Bermuda (right) welcome Vice-Chancellor Professor Terence Kealey
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with the UK’s leading mental health charity 
providing specialist NHS care, St Andrew’s, 
Northampton.

Professor Mike Cawthorne, Head of 
the new Medical School, believes that it 
will bring many benefits to the University. 
“Buckingham started life very much as a 
law school. Since then all the other 
departments have developed and 
grown, and having a medical school 
will complete our medical training 
programme and the University as a 
whole, giving it a greater standing in the 
academic world.

“Together with the Medical School, 
Applied Computing and Psychology will 
also move to the Innov8 site, giving them 
up-to-date teaching spaces. The Franciscan 
Building will then be dedicated entirely to 
the Law School, giving the department 
much more space. We welcome anyone 
who would like to support the medical 
school, or indeed other parts of the 
University in the future.”

Prospective students can email 
medicine-admissions@buckingham.ac.uk 
for more information.

centred at Milton Keynes Hospital NHS 
Foundation Trust. A new teaching and 
learning facility will be built next to the 
hospital, which will provide lecture 
theatres, seminar rooms, offices and a 
state-of-the-art simulation suite for 
medical school students in Years Three 
and Four. It will help enhance Milton Keynes 
Hospital by turning it into a teaching 
hospital able to recruit and retain high-
quality staff, and promote the health 
service in Milton Keynes. Mr Martin 
Wetherill, Medical Director at Milton Keynes 
Hospital, said: “We are very much looking 
forward to our first intake of students in 
2017 and ensuring they commit to the high 
standards of patient care we expect at the 
Hospital.” Once established, the Medical 
School plans to build on the University’s 
pioneering research in diabetes and obesity 
by establishing a research centre at Milton 
Keynes Hospital.

To ensure high-quality learning across all 
subject areas, the University will work with 
other national partners where necessary; 
the first collaboration for psychiatric 
education and clinical placements will be 

The University will be opening the 
UK’s first independent medical school 
in January 2015. Its central focus will 
be on teaching medical students to 
deliver the highest level of safety 
and care to patients and it will also 
pioneer research. 

Buckingham’s aim is to educate the next 
generation of doctors from across the 
world. The worldwide demand for a British 
medical education is extremely high,  
and it is hoped that many of the overseas 
students will come to Buckingham on 
scholarships from their governments and 
return to their home countries on 
completion of their qualifications to 
improve health care around the globe.

The MB ChB course is designed to appeal 
to a global market as, unlike other UK 
medical schools, its international student 
numbers will not be capped. However, 
places will be reserved for UK or EU 
students who may prefer to study in the UK 
rather than attending private medical 
schools overseas. The admission criteria 
will be comparable to the UK’s other 
medical schools and the fees will be 
£35,000 per annum, which is within the 
range of fees being charged by other UK 
medical schools for overseas students.

For Vice-Chancellor Professor Terence 
Kealey, a clinical biochemist himself, the 
creation of a medical school with an 
international focus and a patient orientation 
has been a long term ambition. “We intend 
to provide high-quality students with a 
first-rate, caring, medical education. We 
will be working with the General Medical 
Council (GMC) who will undertake a 
multi-year quality assurance review to 
ensure that the programme meets the 
standards described in ‘Tomorrow’s 
Doctors’,” he says.

Taking four-and-a-half years to 
complete, the course will enrol between 50 
and 70 students each year. The first phase 
will take place on campus on the Innov8 
site, a six-acre industrial area purchased by 
the Universtity several years ago, which will 
be renovated specifically for this purpose. 
It will offer a mix of clinical and biomedical 
science teaching over two years. 

The second, clinical, phase will be 

Launch of the UK’s first 
independent medical school

Students will have state-of-the-art facilities on campus
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adoption rights of same-sex couples and 
the death penalty in various countries. The 
team hopes that many students from the 
Law School will contribute to subsequent 
editions and bring a wealth of topics.

As well as giving students the 
opportunity to engage in legal research and 
critical writing, Enyi also hopes that it will 
ignite their passion for law. “I know that 
many people when they make the choice to 
come to law school haven’t really 
connected emotionally; they don’t always 
know what studying the law is really about. 
The process of researching and publishing 
helps them to have an appreciation of the 
kind of thing they will be doing for the rest 
of their lives.”

Copies of The Buckingham Students’ Law 
Review are available at the University 
library as well as other national libraries. 

The Buckingham 
Bullets bring cheer

The newly-formed Buckingham Bullets 
cheerleading team won their first two 
national competitions this year.

In May the 13 girls won the Senior Level 1 
over-16 category of the British Cheerleading 
Association North East Classics 
competition. They beat off competition 
from 12 other teams in their section in spite 
of having their first rehearsal five months 
ago. By July the team had doubled in size 

University nets 
new football 
ground

The University has acquired Ford Meadow, 
the former ground of Buckingham Town 
Football Club, thanks to the generosity of 
alumnus Matthew Proud (LLM 2009).

The 3.5 acre site, which has become 
derelict and vandalised in the past two 
years, includes the football pitch, two 
stands, a clubhouse, changing rooms and 
a large hard area. The University intends to 
restore the football pitch and to provide 
new courts for sports such as basketball 
on the higher ground next to the clubhouse. 
It will be named after Matthew Proud in 
recognition of his generosity. 

As well as providing students with 
much-needed sports facilities, the 
University will also explore ways in which 
the sports field can be used by the people 
of Buckingham.

Professor Terence Kealey, Vice-
Chancellor, welcomed the acquisition.  
He said: “It is a wonderful gift of Matthew 
Proud’s for which we are extremely grateful. 
We have always put the needs of our 
students first. Ford Meadow enables us to 
provide them with much better provision 
for sport, enhancing their experience at 
Buckingham still further.”

Law students  
speak up

A new student publication is released this 
autumn. The Buckingham Students’ Law 
Review is an annual magazine written by 
students for students, tackling 
contemporary world issues from a legal 
perspective.

 “I was surprised when I started at 
Buckingham that there was no such 
magazine set up, so I always had in the back 
of my mind to do something like it,” says 
Enyi Uchenna-Emezue, second-year Law 
student and Editor. Enyi soon discovered 
that others shared the same opinion, and 
he and another 14 law students teamed up 
last December to create the magazine. 

Nine months later the first edition has 
been published by the University of 
Buckingham Press. It covers issues such as 

and headed to Blackpool for the 
International Cheerleading Coalition 
Summer Jam competition. They also took 
first place in their section and narrowly 
missed out on becoming Grand Champions.

Marketing and media communications 
first-year student, Julia Onken, said the 
team had been training at least twice a 
week for two hours at a time to perfect 
their routines.

She said:  “At the beginning 
we were doing 
it for fun. As 
the competition 
approached I 
thought we had a 
real chance of 

A kick start: Pro Vice-Chancellor Julian Lovelock at the University’s new football ground
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 News

winning. We became so close – sweating 
together and crying together. Most of the 
girls had never been to a cheerleading 
competition. Receiving two trophies blew 
them away.”

Campus 
revamped

The University has been carrying out further 
refurbishments to the campus this summer, 
including the student bar in Tanlaw Mill, 
Sunley House and the Franciscan Cellars.

The refurbishments, which have cost 
over £1million, are aimed at providing 
students with better living and social 
spaces within the University. “We have such 
a beautiful campus and we haven’t been 
making the most of it,” says Pro Vice-
Chancellor David Billington, who has been 
overseeing the projects alongside Estates 
Bursar Jim Brown. “These refurbishments 
will bring student facilities into the 21st 
Century.”

Sunley has been all but knocked down. 
The shared bathrooms have been replaced 
with en suites and one bedroom from each 
complex has been turned into a living/
dining room that joins on to a new, 
fully-equipped kitchen. The windows have 
been replaced with double-glazing units, 
and there are new fittings and furniture 
throughout.

Over in Tanlaw Mill the bar has been 
transformed in-house, utilising the skills of 
the University’s maintenance team. The old 
bar and shuttering have been replaced and 
new multi-colour lights have been installed 
to give a vibrant, modern feel.

The Franciscan cellars have been 
updated to become another large social 
space. Kitted out with games facilities and 
soft furnishings, the students of Verney Park 
now have high quality facilities on site.

And the changes won’t stop there. Next 
year there are plans for Hailsham House to 
be refurbished as well.

Top position in 
surveys

The University has had another successful 
year in national surveys. For the third time 
Buckingham has the highest level of 
graduate employability for non-specialist 

demonstrates that this continues to  
be the case.”

Buckingham has also topped the 
National Student Survey for satisfaction for 
the eighth time, alongside four other 
institutions. This is based on the average 
score across all questions. In individual 
sections the University came first for 
academic support and all subjects across 
Humanities came first for overall 
satisfaction.

institutions, ahead of Oxford and 
Cambridge. Figures released by the Higher 
Education Statistics Agency (HESA) show 
that 96.9 per cent of graduates are 
employed or in further education within six 
months of graduating. 

University of Buckingham Pro Vice-
Chancellor Professor Billington said: 
“We are delighted that our excellent record 
for graduate employment has been 
underlined for the third time by our 
coming first. This reflects both the 
very high regard in which 
Buckingham degrees are held 
by employers and our highly 
developed focus on our 
students, which runs 
throughout and indeed 
beyond their time with 
us.

 “A Buckingham 
degree has 
always been 
valuable 
currency in a 
highly 
competitive 
job market, 
and this 
excellent result 

A new look for Tanlaw Mill’s bar
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be visiting Kew. At the Public Records 
Office are details of the missions that all 
the departments did during the war. 
The codebreakers were spread across the 
whole of the Park decrypting the countless 
different codes in the Mansion, huts and 
even a local school.

The work of the male codebreakers is 
well-documented: apparently Alan Turing 
would lock himself in the stable at Bletchley 
for days and a pulley system had to be used 
to get food to him, but more often than not 
the pulley would return with the food 
untouched.

Another famous codebreaker, Josh 
Cooper, was equally absent-minded and 
would get half way through dressing and 
forget to finish off. Often he would turn up 
for work still in pyjamas. He would stand by 
the lake with a cup and saucer deep in 
thought and when he finished he would 
throw them into the water.

Papers relating to that time and 
those operations are still being published – 
the history of Mavis’s department, which 
she herself was involved in writing after 
the war, was only made available to the 
public in 2011.

Bryony, 35, who lives in Buckingham, is 
keen to find out what people thought about 
Bletchley. She said: “I would like to know 
the reaction of people living near Bletchley 
to what they thought Bletchley Park was. 
Some thought it was a mental hospital and I 
have heard a story that a young boy knew 
codes were being broken there.”

Anyone interested in studying a Research 
Masters Degree can email julian.richards@
buckingham.ac.uk.

them. Bryony wants to try to find out what 
the two women, who are now deceased, did 
at Bletchley. Margaret and Mavis worked 
with WW1 codebreaker Dilly Knox, and Joan 
Murray was codebreaker Alan Turing’s 
deputy. Bryony is hoping to come across 
some of the other women codebreakers and 
uncover their roles as well.

Bryony said: “World War Two was a 
massive leap for women. They had been 
considered feeble-minded but the War 
changed that because they had to take 
on so many jobs traditionally considered 
to have been the preserve of men. I am 
really keen to find out about the huge 
contribution that women made in 
codebreaking.”

One of the mammoth tasks at Bletchley 
was cataloguing the movements of 
individuals and divisions. For example,  
if a radio operator transmitted specifically 
for Rommel in a known location, when he 
sent a message from somewhere else the 
operator knew Rommel had moved. 

 Crosswords published in newspapers 
such as The Times and The Telegraph were 
used to help recruit for Bletchley. Winners 
were invited to work at the secret centre. 
They also sought linguists, actresses – 
because they had a good memory – and 
artists because they might be good at 
spotting patterns.

At its height there were nearly 10,000 
people working at Bletchley – up to 8,000 
were women. Most of the women were 
secretaries or administrators and a small 
number were codebreakers.

To find out more details, Bryony, who 
started the three-year course in June, will 

Much has been written about the male 
codebreakers at Bletchley Park but little is 
known about the women who played an 
equally vital role cracking codes in the 
Second World War.

Now a University of Buckingham DPhil 
student is set to lift the lid on the unsung 
heroines who intercepted key intelligence 
and saved lives as a result.

Bryony Norburn, who did a Masters in 
Intelligence with Bletchley Park Studies, 
was inspired to continue studying after 
meeting one of the women codebreakers, 
Mavis Batey. 

Mavis Lever was sent to Bletchley Park in 
1940. There she met and married her 
husband Keith Batey and together they kept 
the secret of their war-time intelligence 
work, forbidden from speaking about it for 
the next 30 years. Bryony also spoke to 
Mavis’s daughter who said she never 
understood why her parents always won at 
Scrabble.

Since her involvement at Bletchley 
became known, Mavis has been in great 
demand from researchers wanting inside 
information. Actress Kate Winslet wanted to 
know what it was like to be a woman at 
Bletchley for her part in the film Enigma. 
Most recently Mavis has written a book on 
Ian Fleming and assisted researchers on 
how much the James Bond novels were 
based on Fleming’s career in naval 
intelligence.

Although Mavis has spoken openly about 
her time at Bletchley Park, Bryony has 
discovered other women at Bletchley – 
Margaret Rock and Joan Murray – were 
codebreakers but very little is known about 

The women of Bletchley Park
New research is uncovering the role of female  
codebreakers. By Diana Blamires

‘At its height there 
were nearly 10,000 
people working at 
Bletchley – up to 
8,000 were women’
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Benefactors, staff, guests and alumni 
assembled on 6 June for the first 
Convocation for Honorary Graduands. It 
was held in Fishmongers’ Hall, an ancient 
City Guild on the River Thames whose 
heritage spans over 700 years. 

This Convocation will complement the 
March graduation ceremonies. It will create 
additional honorary graduates who are keen 
to be involved in the growth of Buckingham 
and is an opportunity to publicly 
commemorate the University’s founders 
and benefactors.

Round of applause: the honorary graduands are congratulated on the conferment of their degrees

Guests enjoy a drink

Esquire Bedell: Edward Arthur

Professor Peter Watson

Dressed in their academic robes, 
Honorands were greeted with a fanfare of 
trumpeters as they arrived at the 
Convocation, setting the mood for the evening 
to come. The four people to receive honorary 
degrees were: Professor Dame Rosalind Savill, 
FBA, a Professorial Research Fellow in the 
University’s Humanities Research Institute; 
General The Lord Dannatt, former Chief of the 
Defence Staff; Sir Ronald Grierson, banker, 
industrialist and philanthropist; and Sir John 
Ritblat, also a philanthropist and former CEO 
of The British Land Company. 

An evening of 
grandeur and 
celebration

June Graduation
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Round of applause: the honorary graduands are congratulated on the conferment of their degrees

Vice-Chancellor Professor Terence 
Kealey closed the Convocation with an 
oration, which he named “Baroness 
Thatcher of Kesteven” in honour of the 
University’s former Chancellor. In it he 
thanked the University’s many donors 
and benefactors who have supported 
Buckingham’s independence and have 
contributed towards its success. “We do 
not believe that governments should fund 
universities because we believe – 
actually, we know – that governments 
abuse that funding to undermine 

academic autonomy. So when we 
opened in 1975, it was to widespread 
hostility. Yet our model has triumphed,” 
he said. Professor Kealey also gave a 
special thanks to Professor Sir Alan 
Peacock who secured Buckingham’s 
Royal Charter in 1983 whilst he was 
Vice-Chancellor.

The evening was concluded with a 
sumptuous dinner, named The 
Inaugural Hailsham Dinner in tribute to 
the University’s first chancellor Lord 
Hailsham of St Marylebone, KG. 

‘This is an opportunity to 
publicly commemorate 
the University’s founders 
and benefactors ’

Dame Rosalind Savill receives her honorary degree

Professor Sir Alan Peacock with Colleen Carter The Vice-Chancellor and Sir John Ritblat 
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The groundbreakers
Archaeologist and new Research Fellow David Jacques 
discovered a unique prehistoric treasure trove near 
Stonehenge. Justine Kibler finds out what he unearthed

Archaeologists are mystery solvers. Hidden 
in the landscapes around are traces of the 
lives lived millennia ago. It’s up to the 
archaeologist to find these traces of 
prehistory and piece them together.

Stonehenge itself needed no finding, but 
remains of the everyday prehistoric people 
who lived in the area are sparse and buried 
deep underground. One of the first tasks an 
archaeologist faces is finding where, exactly, 
such remains are. 

Experts claimed that there was no 
significant human activity on Salisbury Plain 
before the creation of Stonehenge, leading 
to the conclusion that the monument was a 
new-build created in the Neolithic era 
(4000-2500BC). The people who lived in 
the age before Stonehenge was built, the 
Mesolithic, were understood to be nomadic 
and therefore having no set place of 
residence in the area. But David Jacques 
uncovered a site that would prove these 
theories wrong.

The evidence was buried in an 
eighteenth-century garden. Jacques 
became aware of the site, situated just a 
mile from Stonehenge, in the late 1990s 
whilst studying for his MPhil in 
Archaeology at Cambridge. It had been 
assumed that any archaeological remains 
had been lost when the land had been 
landscaped in the eighteenth-century, 
and it was largely unexplored as a result. 
But Jacques’s trained eye led him to 
believe that its history stretched much 
further back into time.

Jacques was right. Further research 
revealed that a so-called pond feature in 
the north east area of the site was in fact 
an ancient springhead. It was a eureka 
moment for him: “I had a really simple 
thought – where you have all year round 
fresh water you were likely to attract big 

animals, and where big animals went you 
were likely to get prehistoric people.” After 
completing his MPhil Jacques decided to 
pursue the project further by excavating 
there; he secured just two days a year 
between 2005 and 2008 to carry out the 
work on a budget of £1200 per year.

“It was like playing battleships; having to 
really work out where to stick a trench so 
you could get the maximum out of it. 
Weirdly, all that tight time restriction helped 
in a way as it really put the premium on 
planning everything properly and making 
the most of the two days,” says Jacques. 

In just three small trenches the team of 
volunteers and students found one of the 
largest and longest continually occupied 
Mesolithic sites in North-Western Europe. 
It has been radiocarbon dated to 7500BC- 
4700BC, over 3,000 years before 
Stonehenge was built. The earliest date 
links it directly to the first monumental 
structures built at Stonehenge, the 
totem-like posts. It is very likely that he and 
his team have discovered the place where 
the people who built them were living and it 
may also be the reason why Stonehenge is 
where it is. The mystery of Stonehenge was 
one step closer to being solved.

Over 12,000 objects from the Mesolithic 
era have now been found since the 
excavations first began. These include 
hunting tools, the cooked bones of 
gigantic buffalo-like creatures called 
aurochs, and the remnants of huge fires. 
A report just completed by Dr Barry Bishop 
shows that they have also found a man-
made prehistoric platform across the spring 

which may have been used for ritual 
observances. 

The area was clearly very important for 
the Mesolithic people, and has huge 
significance for our understanding of this 
era and the establishment of Stonehenge, 
Jacques believes. “The evidence from the 
site is suggesting for the first time that 
people weren’t just moving through the 
landscape in the accepted hunter-gatherer 
style; people were staying put. The place 
was a known one in the Mesolithic for at 
least 3,000 years, which is just 
extraordinary.”

Despite the wealth of material 
discovered, and the potential to find much 
more, by 2010 Jacques’s shoestring budget 
ran dry. Funding from the Open University, 
where he taught, was no longer feasible as 
there was no Archaeological Department to 
support his research into the Mesolithic era. 
Another setback was he couldn’t receive 
funding from institutions such as English 
Heritage or the National Lottery Fund 
because such grants require the site to have 
public access – Jacques’s site was on 
private land.

“For the last several years we relied 
almost purely on money from the Amesbury 
Town Council, which kept the project alive. 
I think they could see there was really 
something in it for the town’s identity. 
We also received essential support from 
academics from a number of prestigious 
institutions, who recognised the 
importance of the work we were doing 
and gave their time and resources for free,” 
says Jacques.

It was crucial for Jacques to find 
funding that matched the magnitude of 
his discoveries. A colleague at the Open 
University and Research Fellow at 
Buckingham, Dr Graeme Davis, thought 

‘The chances are the  
site will re-write  
the Mesolithic era’
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The CV

Born Croydon, Surrey
Education University of Middlesex 
(BA Hons in History and Linguistics), 
University of Cambridge (MPhil in 
Archaeology), completing a PhD by 
publication at Cambridge
Career Associate Lecturer and Tutor at 
the Open University, Senior Member of 
Wolfson College, Cambridge, Project 
Director of archaeological site 
Vespasian’s Camp
Achievements Fulbright teaching 
scholarship, Open University Research 
Associateship, elected a Fellow of the 
Society of Antiquaries (FSA) in 2013

that Buckingham might hold the answer, 
and informed the University of the project 
this year.

To Jacques’s amazement, within a month of 
Graeme’s initial contact with the University he 
was made a Senior Research Fellow and the 
project was given research funding of 
£15,000 a year for three years, starting from 
July 2013. The University would also match 
any extra funding he got up to another 
£15,000. “It was an absolute dream come true 
for us and the town of Amesbury. The news 
has gone right across the archaeological 
world,” says Jacques.

The team is now able to spend two weeks 
on site this October. Its first objective is to get 
to the bottom of the original trenches, and 
secondly to uncover what it thinks is the site 
of some Mesolithic houses. “Our knowledge of 
the domestic life of this era is almost zero; 
people just assumed that they were nomadic,“ 
says Jacques. “The chances are the site will 
re-write the Mesolithic era.”

Last month 450 bones were sent to York 
University, which will analyse them to see if 
any are human and will DNA sequence any 
that are. “No one has ever found Mesolithic 
human bone anywhere in the UK. As ours is a 
fixed site –  a home base – there’s got to be an 
increased chance of finding remains. If there 
are it will be an enormous story; no one knows 
where the people who re-colonised Britain 
after the Ice Age came from, so for the first 
time we will be able to plot the genetic paths 
of the first British people,” says Jacques.

Jacques will also be the Course Director of 
a unique MA in Stonehenge Archaeology at 
Buckingham, planned for October 2014.  
It will be based in London at the Society of 
Antiquaries, where Jacques is a Fellow, and 
will give students the unique opportunity to 
dig in the Stonehenge environment and be 
part of this momentous project.
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also getting some grant money for 
maintaining the Department of Computer 
Science’s computer network.

I knew the scholarship for my DPhil 
would run out after three years: either you 
finish or you perish! My professor, Chris 
Adams, told me, “Get out of here, Sherali, 
I don’t want to see you for a week – take a 
break.” 

 I never had time to meet people, apart 
from my few good friends, one of whom, 
Howard, was kind enough to frequently give 
me a lift to Tesco’s (I didn’t have a car – it 
was on foot everywhere) and then to Page 
Hill, where I rented a room in a house. 
And at times when I was grabbing a coffee 
at the vending machine, an undergraduate 
friend might say, “How’s it going?” Even as 
a professor, I have not really changed, since 
most of my time is still spent on my 
research and teaching.

I finished high school in Mauritius, 
where I was born, and got lots of offers from 
universities in the UK and elsewhere but, 
even though they offered a high percentage 
of the funding, my parents could not afford 
their contribution, even if it was as low as 
£400. Finally St John’s College, University 
of Cambridge, offered me a full scholarship. 
(Given my past, I am very sensitive towards 
financially disadvantaged students when I 

Dr Sherali Zeadally (PhD Computer 
Science 1995) is an internationally 
recognised expert in network and 
communications systems and was 
awarded the Distinguished Alumnus 
Award in June. This is presented 
annually to a former student who 
has achieved distinction in his or 
her profession and made an 
outstanding contribution to 
Buckingham and society. 

 After completing his PhD at 
Buckingham, he conducted research 
at the University of Southern California 
and then was appointed an Assistant 
Professor at Wayne State University 
in Detroit. In 2006, he joined the 
University of the District of Columbia 
in Washington DC as an Associate 
Professor. He is now an Associate 
Professor at the University of Kentucky.

For me there was no Saturday, 
no Sunday, no holidays. 
I worked as hard as I could 
while doing my doctoral 

research at Buckingham. I had to do my 
PhD research and also my teaching, which 
involved laboratory practicals for 
undergraduates. In addition to my 
Buckingham doctoral scholarship, I was 

‘Either you finish 
or you perish’
Jon Sale interviews Sherali Zeadally,  
winner of Buckingham’s first 
Distinguished Alumnus Award

‘For me there was no 
Saturday, no Sunday, 
no holidays. I worked 
as hard as I could while 
doing my doctoral 
research’
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come across them. I will always go the 
extra mile to help them.)

 At Cambridge I initially enrolled in the 
Engineering Tripos but Professor Martin 
Richards, who invented the programming 
language BCPL (precursor of the well-
known C language), told me I could switch 
to Computer Science since they had 
started a new degree. I said, “Hey, I’ve 
never used a computer before!” but I made 
the switch and here I was in the first batch 
of Cambridge University’s computer 
science graduates. 

 A lot of people were puzzled about why I 
went to Buckingham. The reason is that 
when I contacted a few people for research 
in the areas I was interested in, Christopher 
Adams, who was the Chair of the Computer 
Science Department at the University of 
Buckingham and working on the EU-funded 
project Charisma, said, “Why don’t you hop 
on a train and come and meet me? I have 
just the project you are looking for.” 

 I said, “I am not interested in a PhD. 
I want my Masters and I’m out of here!” In 
fact, as I progressed through my research, 
Chris Adams advised me to switch to the 
Doctoral programme in Computer Science, 
which I did without hesitation. Once a week 
I would go with Brendan Murphy, a 
post-doc, to the Rutherford Appleton 

Laboratory near Oxford, where I was also a 
research staff member at the Advanced 
Communications Unit. He was a 
mountaineer and died in an avalanche on 
Everest shortly after I left Buckingham. 
He was my office mate, co-supervisor and 
mentor, and he read every line of my thesis 
while I was finishing it. 

 My thesis? I tell my students that if 
someone can’t tell you in two minutes 
what it is they do, there’s something 
wrong. So, in two minutes, here is my 
thesis! Traditional operating systems were 
not designed to support multimedia – 
audio and video in particular – in real 
time. How can we enhance a traditional 
operating system to make it support those 
applications efficiently? The thesis 
explored techniques at the system level to 
enable the efficient support of multimedia 
applications and meet their requirements.

 (In the last few years, I have been 
focusing on cybersecurity issues. The 
challenge is how to secure cyberspace. 
I am particularly interested in some of the 
issues involved when accessing 
information anywhere, anytime, from 
any device - securely and in an energy-
efficient way).

I am anxious to promote Buckingham 
and my Distinguished Alumni Award is part 

of that. The best thing about Buckingham, 
I think, is the people: staff, lecturers, 
secretaries, assistants and professors. 
No one said, “I can’t do that now, it’s my 
lunch break.” My professor never allowed 
us to call him “Professor Adams” – always 
“Chris”. He was not just an advisor but a 
good friend as well.

 I was finishing my thesis when I had an 
offer at Lancaster University and went to 
look at accommodation there. Then 
Brendan had an email from the University of 
Southern California, who were looking for a 
post-doc in exactly the area I was working. 
I had no idea of California – apart from in 
movies – or thoughts of going to the 
States, but he told me to email the 
professor at the University of Southern 
California in Los Angeles who was doing the 
hiring. The professor looked at my doctoral 
thesis and replied, “Can you come over and 
give a talk here?”

 I went and gave my talk. I was so 
happy to get on the plane and come back to 
my comfort zone afterwards. Then there 
was an email from the University of 
Southern California waiting for me.  
I was offered a job that paid 
double my Lancaster position. 
I’m on my way to Los Angeles 
with my backpack!
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The right to freedom
Following the phone-hacking scandals, has the British 
press abused its freedom one time too many? Justine 
Kibler asks Buckingham academics if stricter regulations 
are the solution

Dr Julian Richards 

Deputy Director of 
Buckingham Centre for 
Security and Intelligence 
Issues
We’re very lucky to have a free 
press in this country. It is a 
precious part of democracy, 
and all manner of heavy 
restrictions and indeed violence 
against journalists can happen 
routinely in countries that are 
not as free. People may not 
appreciate that when they 
haven’t seen how different it 
could be, so they assume it’s 
okay to clamp down when 
issues like phone-hacking 
flare up. Any controls on what 

the press can do should 
therefore be conducted 
carefully.

Inevitably the press will do 
things that not everyone likes, 
but to a certain extent that’s an 
important price to pay in a 
society such as ours. However, 
rule of law is absolutely critical, 
and that’s another fundamental 
part of a free democracy. 
We have to look at whether 
any actual laws have been 
broken by the press. If they 
were, then people have to be 
prosecuted accordingly. If they 
weren’t, but the current legal 
structure isn’t suitable to deal 

with these sorts of situations, 
then we have to look at 
changing the laws. 

Technology has changed 
a lot, for example, and is 
still changing quickly. The 
technology that people use 
to communicate and how 
newspapers obtain 
information are both 
changing quickly, too. 
Perhaps the law hasn’t kept 
up. So we need to address 
this, but we must not have 
a knee-jerk reaction and 
swing in the other direction 
towards a much more 
restrictive regime. 

Mr Roger Perkins 
Senior Lecturer in 
Journalism 
Every nation gets the press it 
deserves. If British hacks use 
skills and approaches that 
cause a sharp intake of breath 
among the genteel it is because 
they have to in a society built on 
a cult of secrecy fetishised by 
wartime victory and maintained 
by a political elite that functions 
on a nod, a wink and a quiet 
word rather than transparency 
based on constitutional and 
legal touchstones.

Unlike the US, we do not have 
the comfort of First Amendment 
guarantees of freedom of 
speech, libel laws that allow fair 
challenge in court, and a 
Freedom of Information Act that 
is hard to derail. No. British 
journalists find they have to dig 
hard and deep to speak truth to 
power. Who do you rely on to 
expose the Westminster 
weasels? Or the trigger-happy 
copper? 

As Lord Justice Donaldson 
pointed out, journalists go 
about their jobs with no more 
powers or privileges than any 
other member of society, yet 
are constrained by at least 50 
pieces of legislation. There is 
no argument that the PCC 
Editors’ Code provides an 
excellent ethical framework. 
And you still want more 
scrutinising?

The cases used by 
proponents of further 
regulation – Dowler, McCann, 
Jefferies – all arose simply 
because the law was broken, 
not because of some infraction 
of ethical guidelines that need 
further regulation. Instead of 
more panels of the great, the 
good, the not-so-good and 
the downright mediocre 
passing judgment on hacks, 
enforce existing laws – and if 
the law exposes sleaze in 
journalism, politics or policing 
it’s a fair cop.
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Karol Sikora 

Dean, School of Medicine
This is all a storm in a teacup 
created by the media 
themselves and some self-
important C grade celebrities. 
Hugh Grant to Lindsay Lohan 
are hardly role models for a civil 
society – frankly the less we 
hear about them the better. 
Their appetite to be in the 
spotlight seems to be 
insatiable. For all the 
complaints about the 
paparazzi, many simply want 
instant fame and are delighted 
with any attention. The instant 
celebrity culture requires 
continuous news flow even for 
the most uninteresting people. 
Politicians and their spin 
doctors ruthlessly milk the 
press just to keep them famous. 
They create stories where 
nothing of substance exists. Do 
we really care if their emails are 
tapped or they are 
photographed dining with their 
mistresses? – of course not.

 Now and again it all goes 
disastrously wrong. Grieving 
families are eavesdropped. 
Doorstep interviews create sad 
and shameless news stories. 
But how can it be regulated 
effectively? State censorship 
and criminal charges are not 
the way forward. Mr Plod going 
round arresting people is hardly 
the answer – smart and 
expensive lawyers will always 
get the press off.

 So leave it as it is and stop 
wasting time, money and 
column inches on this 
incredibly boring subject which 
has no serious consequences 
for the modern world.

Susan Edwards 

Professor of Law 
We the people get the press the 
government allows. Craven 
before profit, government 
favour and remaining blind to 
truth, the press are bereft of 
moral courage. Western 
journalists, excepting the likes 
of Robert Fisk and Graham 
Usher, remain manacled to 
party politics and complicit in a 
culture of official secrecy. 

Of course the side of the 
press that emerged from the 
Leveson Inquiry was a press 
interested less in matters of 
real public interest – the truth 
about the war in Iraq, the truth 
about the UK’s engagement in 
matters of foreign policy, its 
relentless meddling in the 
Middle East – and more 
enthralled in the private lives 
of individuals in the public eye 
because of their fame or 
misfortune. The Inquiry 
concluded with the 
appearance of a new 
regulator. That journalism 
does not deserve the 
accolade as any humanity or 
morality was, à la Nietzsche, 
regarded as a weakness whilst 
the profit motive reigned 
supreme.

But let us not be diverted, 
and in the words used by Ian 
Hislop on Day One of the 
Inquiry, “Let us not throw out 
the baby with the bathwater”. 
Freedom of the press is 
precious, a hallowed principle 
of International law which 
should ensure that the written 
and spoken word on matters of 
public importance is protected. 
The Declaration of Rights states, 

“The freedom of the press is one 
of the greatest bulwarks of 
liberty, and can never be 
restrained but by despotic 
Governments.” What happens 
then when the press becomes 
a clone of the state and sings 
its tune? Ask Solzhenitzyn! 
There must be, as Justice 
Brandies recognised, a greater 
protection for political speech. 
According to a Telegraph/
YouGov poll only 9 per cent of 
the British public would 
support troops being sent to 
Syria, and only 16 per cent 
support sending more arms to 
the region. But some  segments 
of the UK press are 
promulgating a “dirty game”, 
blaming chemical attacks on 
the Assad regime,  in a 
ceaseless campaign of 

self-deluding rhetoric. The UK 
government claims the moral 
high ground as it sleeps in bed 
uncomfortably with Al Qaeda 
and the rebels! So says Press TV, 
and a string of other non 
Western channels. Little 
wonder that any alternative 
speech is muted and the 
airways of a different voice 
were switched out when in 
2012 the British Office of 
Communications (Ofcom) 
revoked Press TV’s 
broadcasting licence, 
removing it from the 
Sky platform. 
Independent and free 
press is everything. So 
is Ofcom 
independent? George 
Galloway MP considers 
it to be a manservant 
of the British 
government.

The Leveson 
inquiry quite 
rightly has 
investigated 
the conduct 
of press 
intrusion 
into 
private 
lives and 

explored its complicity with the 
government and the police, but 
this has been turned into a 
smokescreen to distract 
attention from the other side of 
its face - its propagandist 
posturing. Aleksandr 
Solzhenitsyn once said about 
the Soviet Union, “In our 
country the lie has become not 

just a moral 
category but a 

pillar of the 
State”. 

Think 
about it!
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King for just nine years, Edward VII was 
better known as “Edward the Caresser”, 
in recognition of his notorious sexual antics. 
Now, over 100 years later, his nickname has 
been reworked (“The Playboy Prince”) but 
his reputation has not; his womanising and 
excessiveness are still his best-remembered 
traits. Yet there was a more nuanced story 
to be told.

A prolific nineteenth-century biographer 
not shy to expose a scandal, it was as 
though Professor Ridley was destined to 
rewrite the life of Edward VII. “But it was an 
elephant in the room, actually; I didn’t think 
of it,” she admits. “Somebody suggested it 
to me as a subject, and once it was said it 
was blindingly obvious.” Her biography, 
Bertie: A Life of Edward VII, became a 
Sunday Times bestseller and one of the 
most critically acclaimed books of 2012.

Ridley started her academic career as a 
straight historian. She studied History at the 
University of Oxford and was also awarded a 
DPhil in Modern History. She came to 
Buckingham in 1979 as a Lecturer in History, 
not long after the University first opened. 
By 1996 she had set up an MA in Biography, 
the first of its kind in the world, and has 
become one of Buckingham’s longest-
standing and most distinguished 
academics. 

She’d always loved writing biographies, 
though she didn’t realise it in the early days 
of her career. “I don’t like writing about 
impersonal things like societies; I’m 
interested in the tension and the interplay 
between the personal and the political. 

And that’s why Edward VII – and royal 
biographies in general – are such a joy to 
write,” she says. 

To the envy of many biographers, Ridley 
secured herself rare access to the Royal 
Archives in Windsor Castle where Edward 
VII’s private letters are kept. This material 
hadn’t been used for 50 years, and even 
then a lot of it had been omitted due to its 
controversial content. Ridley, however, 
held nothing back. “It’s become much more 
acceptable than it was 50 years ago for 
biographers to write about things like sex 
and private lives,” she explains. “In fact if 
you present your person as not having a sex 
life people think they are dull.” 

The Royal Archives held a wealth of 
information and new material, and it took 
almost five years for Ridley to complete her 
research. “Windsor Castle was very patient 
with me; turning up, being security checked 
every time then coming back again like a 
bad apple. Research can be incredibly 
exciting but it can also be quite 
monotonous. It’s like gold digging – you do 
suddenly find gold in the most thrilling 
sense,” she says. 

The man 
behind the 
crown
How Professor Jane Ridley 
rewrote the story of Britain’s 
most scandalous monarch. 
By Justine Kibler

One of Ridley’s most important 
discoveries during her time in Windsor 
Castle was learning of Edwards VII’s 
transformation from a young chauvinist to 
an industrious king. “He’s always shown to 
be a lazy, mediocre king, and that’s 
complete rubbish. He was extremely 
effective and modernised the monarchy, 
which had got into quite a bad way in the 
last years of Victoria. He remained a proper 
person – quite hard to do if you’re a royal, 
I think – and remained a fallible, rather 
loveable human being. I became so much 
fonder of him as he grew older,” says Ridley.

Over the course of writing the book, 
Ridley developed a strong emotional 
attachment to the major characters she 
wrote about, which she believes is an 
important part of writing any biography. 
“You can’t be impartial, and I don’t think 
you should be, as the book will be quite 
boring if you’re totally detached. A 
biographer is basically ripping off someone 
else’s life – that’s what we do; we need a 
story, we have our own version of that life 
and we reinvent it. But what you’ve 
absolutely got to be is as fair as you can, 
and totally truthful to your sources.”

Ridley has now turned her attention to 
Queen Victoria and is writing a short 
biography of her. “Having something so 
short is quite interesting as you jolly well 
have to think about structure,” she says. 
So would she ever want to be the Queen’s 
biographer? “I’m sure it would never be 
offered to me, but of course anybody would 
jump at the chance.”

‘I don’t like writing 
about impersonal 
things like societies;  
I’m interested in the 
tension and interplay 
between the personal  
and political’
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and psychosis. After leaving Buckingham, 
she continued her studies, gaining an MSc 
in Criminal Psychology from the University 
of Birmingham before achieving a 
distinction in her MA in Fine Art at London 
Metropolitan University. 

Louise’s travels can be followed via www.
bexhilltobexhill.com and @Bexhil2Bexhill. 
Examples of her work may be seen at www.
louisekenward.com.  
Paul E H Davis

Life after Buckingham 

How do graduates get their first step on the 
career ladder? On behalf of the UBAA, 
alumnus Chris Doe (Marketing with Media 
Communications 2010) teamed up with 
Buckingham’s careers team to host the first 
Alumni Association Careers Day on 24 July, 
created to help students find their feet in 
the world of work.

The day was filled with industry-specific 
talks given by recent graduates  who are 
flourishing in their new careers. Emma 
Reeve (Law 2011) and Anand Verma (MSc 
Computing 2003) were just two of the 
alumni to participate. 

Chris Doe, a brand manager of Burton’s 

To Bexhill and back again 

Chartered Psychologist and artist Louise 
Kenward (Psychology 1993) will be setting 
off on a grand journey to connect the three 
Bexhills of Canada, Australia and the UK 
through community-based art projects this 
autumn.

Her aim is to spend a year travelling 
overland, first to Bexhill in New South Wales 
and then on to Bexhill in Saskatchewan, 
passing though 16 countries and 18 time 
zones before returning home to Sussex. 
In each location she will explore common 
themes and differences, including what it 
means to be local and a community, as well 
as the communities’ relationships with their 
environment.

Her journey will begin at Bexhill railway 
station and, amazingly, she will not have to 
leave land until she reaches Malaysia. It is 
there that she will be helped by one of a 
number of Buckingham Alumni who 
responded to her request for advice 
posted on the University’s alumni update. 
Travelling by train will be an integral part 
of the artistic experience providing both a 
hotbed of inspiration and the opportunity 
of interacting with many different cultures; 
she intends to record her experiences 
through collecting anecdotes and 
taking photographs to be used in the 
finished project.

“I hope to encourage ongoing links 
between the three Bexhills and help 
enhance the communities in each place. 
In short, all aspects of the art project will 
essentially be my response to what’s there, 
and that will be the biggest and, as yet, 
unknown challenge!” Louise says.

Louise Kenward studied Psychology at 
Buckingham from 1992 to 1993. It was in 
her last semester, when studying Clinical 
Psychology, that Louise discovered her 
vocation – what really interested her was 
researching diagnostics, mental illness, 

biscuit company and also one of the day’s 
speakers, believes that having recent 
graduates talk is particularly useful for 
students as their experiences are more 
relevant. “We want to use the skills and 
experience of our alumni in a way that is 
beneficial for students,” he says, “as well as 
making stronger links between the UBAA, 
alumni and students.”

Between the talks students were able to 
network and chat to the alumni over lunch. 
Chris intends for this to be an annual event 
that will cover all academic subjects of the 
University.

If any alumni are interested in 
contributing to next year’s Careers Day, 
which is provisionally set for April, please 
contact Tracy Dunkley on tracy.dunkley@
buckingham.ac.uk.

Pre-school web 
developers
Children as young as 3 can start creating 
their own websites thanks to a new book 
published this June by Rosalyn Knapp (Law 
and Politics 2012), Lovisa Levin and Sanna 
Nilsson.

As the first of its kind, the e-book, called 
My First Website, has hit the digital and 

A world adventure: Louise Kenward will unite the Bexhills of three different continents

Students learn about their future career paths

 Alumni news
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Lost Alumni 

If you know how to contact the 
following, please email the Alumni 
Office at alumni@buckingham.ac.uk
Mrs Emmerencia Alintah, Law 1980
Mr Taslim Animashaun, Law 1981
Mr Kayode Bakare, Accounting and 
Financial Management 1981
Mr Eduardo Barretto, Economics 1980
Mr James Butler, History, Politics and 
English Literature 1981
Ms Gopika Dass, Law 1980
Mrs Joanna De Bertodano, Law 1981
Mr Giles De Bertodano, Law 1981
Mr John Dzimidowicz, Politics, Economics 
and Law 1981
Mr Tsuli Egbe, Law 1980
Dr Nazim Ekinci, Public Finance 1981
Mr John Elgee, Law 1981
Mr Emmanuel Emeruwa, History, Politics 
and English Literature 1980
Mr Edward Eribo, Accounting and Financial 
Management 1981
Mrs Minette Foley, History, Politics and 
English Literature 1981
Mrs Olivia Foresythe, Politics, Economics 
and Law 1980
Mr Filippo Friedenberg, Economics 1980
Mr Saman Gulam, Law 1980
Mr Mahmoud Hadid, Economics 1980
Mr Haris Haji Abd Manan, Law 1980
Miss Diana Horne, Law 1980
Miss Mary Ibiam, Law 1981
Mr Felix Inneh, Law 1980
Mr Abdul Janudin, Accounting and 
Financial Management 1981
Mr Richard Kettles, Economics 1981
Mr William Kooperkamp, History, Politics 
and English Literature 1981
Mr Raymond Lau, Law 1980
Mr Sean Miller, Law 1980
Ms Jill Palmer, Law 1981
Mr Hiroaki Sakai, Politics, Economics and 
Law 1981
Mr Oluwagbolahan Sanyaolu, Law 1981
Dr Alain Schoenenberger, Public 
Finance 1981
Mr Leon Smith, Law 1980
Mr Letchemanan Venketraman, Law 1980
Mr Laurence Wee, Law 1981
Mr Piers Wooley, Economics 1980

educational community by storm. Through 
the story of Cody the Coder, a little boy who 
has to create his home (i.e. his website), 
children learn about the world of the 
internet and how to utilise it. It is aimed at 
children between 3 and 8, however all age 
groups, including adults, can learn from it.

Rosalyn believes that their book is 
addressing a large gap in the market and in 
the educational system. Global icons Bill 
Gates and Mark Zuckerberg have long been 
campaigning for children to learn coding, 
stating that there are not enough people 
who have these skills despite the fact that 
so many of us are dependent on the 
internet. “We owe it to our children to be 
able to teach them to understand code in a 
world where almost everything that they 
interact with on a daily basis will have some 
foundation in coding,” she says.

For more information, visit their website: 
www.codycoder.com 

News in Brief 

Michael Gazeley (Business Studies 
1988) and Mark Webb-Johnson’s 
(Computer Science with Business 1988) 
security company, Network, Box has 
stacked up more awards this year at the 
Chief Executive of Hong Kong Awards, 
including the Gold and Grand Award.

Ian Mitchell (Business Studies 1987)  
has become Mayor of Amesbury in 

Wiltshire. Over the past several years he 
has been supporting the archaeological 
work of David Jacques (see page 10), and 
together with the Town Council has opened 
a new museum there as well as a new 
visitor centre at Stonehenge. They hope 
that these projects will help regenerate the 
local economy. 

Tony Davies (Law 2008 and LLM 2009)  
has set up a new business called Simply 
Cook, which helps create restaurant quality 
food at home. Each box, received monthly, 
comes with 4 recipes and 4 ingredient kits, 
to which you add the fresh food. The result 
is restaurant quality meals in 20 minutes or 
less. Visit its website www.simplycook.com 
for more information.

Ian Mitchell, new Mayor of Amesbury

Michael Gazeley and Mark Webb-Johnson collect their Grand Award
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Deaths 

Marriages and engagements 

Births 

“Kaashif was extraordinary in so 
many ways. Along with a sharp 
intellect, he had the ultimate 
combination of a fine, legal 
mind and visionary business 
acumen. His defining trait was 
his unfailing generosity that he 
extended without reserve. 
He will continue to inspire us to 
seek out and squeeze the very 
best out of every moment that 
life offers.”
Smruti Patel (HPE 1991 and Law 
1994), a close friend

Caroline Cushen, Programme 
Director of the English 
Foundation course and English 
Language lecturer, died on 12 
June 2013 following a long 
period of ill health. Caroline had 
a wealth of English teaching 
experience in many countries 
abroad, which benefited her EFL 
students at Buckingham greatly, 
and had retired last year after 
ten years teaching in the English 
department. She was a very 
generous and warm-hearted 

“A dutiful and compassionate 
father, Kaashif maintained his 
dignified yet caring demeanour 
to his last breath. He was a 
courageous fighter and brought 
hope and light to the lives of 
those he connected with.”
Sabahat and Hadia, Kaashif ’s 
sisters

Ijeoma Belynda Obi (Law 
2006) and Nnamdi Nzelu 
(Law 2008) welcomed the 
birth of their daughter Lotanna 
Dan-Nzelu, born on 1 November 
2012.

Congratulations to Ibrahim 
Obaidi (Communication and 
Business Studies 2008) and 
his wife, who gave birth to a 
baby girl on 20 January 2013 
called Mariam. 

Congratulations to Fatima 
Mohammed (Business 
Studies 1998) and her 
husband Umar Nuhu on the 
birth of their new baby 
Mohammed Sani, who was 
born on 18 April 2013.

Shohei Fujita (English 
Language 2008) married Miki 
Sasaki on 8 December 2012 in 
Tokyo. They spent their 
honeymoon in London and 
Cologne. We wish them the best 
of luck together.

Congratulations to Eri 
Matsuoka (English Studies 
2012) and Randall Berbick 
(Law 2011), who were married 
on 11 June 2013 in Luton. They 
will have their honeymoon in 
Tokyo.

person who will be greatly 
missed. Her funeral was 
held in Milton Keynes on 
27 June.

Kaashif Basit (Law 1993), 
a successful lawyer in Dubai, 
passed away on 2 June 2013.  
Called to the Bar in 1994, 
Kaashif had been recognised 
as one of the world’s leading 
commercial litigators. The 
University sends sincere 
condolences to his family.

Sumit Jain (Service 
Management 2010) and his 
wife Sakshi are delighted to 
announce the birth of their son 
Madhav Jain on 25 February 
2013. He has been nicknamed 
Mahi in tribute to the late Mr 
Mahesh.

Alumni announcements

Congratulations to Pearl 
Lewis, Quality Assurance 
Manager, and James Slater, 
Senior Lecturer in Law, 
on their engagement. Their 
wedding will take place next 
September 2014.



20 The Independent

Alumni Breakfast  
12 February 2013
As part of the alumni breakfast programme, 
hosted by the University of Buckingham 
Alumni Association (UBAA), Richard Morgan 
QC (Law 86) came along to the Parliament 
Chamber, Middle Temple, to enlighten us 
on one of THE hot topics in the legal world:
 “Asset Freezing Orders and the Lure of 
London for Dispute Resolution”.   
Richard gave a brief overview of what 
freezing orders are, what you need to obtain 
them and whether their availability 
(coupled with the ability to get ancillary 
interim relief) in the High Court in London 
gives this jurisdiction a unique selling point 
when considering possible forums for 
dispute resolution.  Citing some interesting 
examples including embezzlement by a 
solicitor, major banks and some Eastern 
European parties, he managed to convince 
the audience that London is indeed the 
place to come when you have a multi-
million pound dispute to handle. 

It was a highly interactive event, 
prompting a lot of interesting questions and 
we would like to thank Richard for sparing 
his valuable time to come along and talk to 
our alumni.

Alumni Summer Party 
28 June 2013
Over 70 alumni, along with current students 
and staff from the University, attended the 
Annual Alumni Party held at the House of 
Lords, Peers’ Dining Room.

The evening began with drinks in the bar 
and a grand three course meal. 
Buckingham’s former students enjoyed 
conversations and shared jokes with friends 
and staff who continue to work at the 
University, renewing friendships and forging 
new ones. Alumni from across the globe 
attended, some travelling from as far away 
as Canada, Pakistan, and the US.

An introduction was given by Professor 
Susan Edwards, followed by a speech from 
Baroness Helena Kennedy of the Shaws QC, 
titled ‘Should the UK stay in or out of the 
EU?’  It was an inspiring talk pointing out 
how all global institutions should work 
together in harmony. Professor Alistair 
Alcock gave a brief update on news 
from the University and Lorinda Long 
(Chair of the Alumni Association) gave the 
vote of thanks.

Although the party was scheduled to end 
at 10:30pm, more than half of the guests 
stayed on until later into the evening, 
enjoying the House of Lords cognac and 
port wine.

We would like to thank everyone who 
attended the event and made the evening 
so special. Please don’t forget to keep an 
eye out for next year’s party.

Forthcoming Events 

Alumni Breakfast
7 October 2013
Our breakfast meeting, held in London at 
the Institute of Economic Affairs from 8am, 
will be reported in the next Independent. 
Honorary graduate Mr John Bercow, MP for 
Buckingham and Speaker of the House of 
Commons, agreed to come and talk to our 
alumni. A continental style breakfast was 
served and 40 people attended. 

Reunion Dinner 
10 October 2013
All graduates from 1981-85 are invited to our 
next reunion dinner, which will be held in 
the Bishop Partridge Hall at Church House, 
Westminster. It is a wonderful opportunity 
for alumni to catch up with those they 
studied with almost 30 years ago. There is a 
maximum of 70 places and staff who taught 
during this period will also be joining us. 

Carol Concert 
4 December 2013                                                                                                                                             
To celebrate the start of the Christmas 
season, the UBAA have 30 tickets 
available for  ‘A Westminster Christmas’, 
performed by the Parliament Choir at 
St John’s, Smith Square.  Attendees will 
include alumni, students and staff, who 
will enjoy an evening of carols, readings 
and music performed by the Parliament 
Choir – with some audience participation.  
Lady Rose Luce (wife of former Vice-
Chancellor, Lord Luce) will be singing in 
the Choir, and many familiar faces from 
both Houses of Parliament will be 
singing and reading too. Afterwards drinks 
and canapés will be provided by the UBAA 
in the downstairs restaurant, and it 
promises to be a wonderful start to the 
festive season.

To book a ticket please email alumni@
buckingham.ac.uk.

Alumni Events

Lorinda Long, Mohammad Khan, Mustafa Khokhar and Najma Dunnett at the Alumni Summer Party

Old and new friends gather for breakfast


