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Buckingham is also a major player.
Which means fundraising. Harvard is not just a 

university, it is a collaboration – across the generations, 
across the continents – between its alumni, trustees and 
scholars. Here is the Harvard Deal: the alumni give vast 
sums of money (Harvard’s endowment is now $25 
billion) and the academics turn that money into the top 
position in every global league table. And the Harvard 
Deal works. In a world where almost every university is 
owned by the local national government or by a for-
profit company, it is striking that the globe’s best 
university is one of the handful of independent charities.

Our alumni understand the implications. When I 
visited Nigeria last year it was at the instigation of 
Anthony Ehilebo (LLB 2006) and of the Nigerian alumni 
(they gave me a wonderful time). Now Dato’ 
Sivaparanjothi Veluppillai and the Malaysian alumni  
have asked us to help them address the local issue of 
accreditation (we shall visit them later this year). 

The current Government has recognised the  
strength of our model, and through its new fee regime  
it is starting to turn the public universities into 115 
mini-Buckinghams. So now we can get on the road –  
and in the air – to help consolidate our alumni as a 
global force on Harvard’s model.

Our University has perennial needs: for buildings, 
scholarships, scholars, research, sports, culture, music; 
and – like Harvard – we must address them all. So the 
alumni who give for one purpose help all the other 
purposes, because they help us transfer funds within the 
pot. The University of Buckingham Alumni Association 
has recognised this and is actively helping with 
fundraising.

Our current fundraising has already borne wonderful 
fruits. The transformation of Prebend House into an 
object of beauty and scholarship – it will house research 
into the social sciences – was enabled by donations 
from our outgoing Chancellor Sir Martin Jacomb, from 
Lord Sainsbury of Preston Candover’s Linbury Trust, and 
from our Chancellor and his wife Lord and Lady Tanlaw. 
Our purchase of the six acres across the river from 
Hunter Street was made possible only through a serious 
gift from a person who remains anonymous, while 
another donor – one who has already supported our 
sports – has offered a major sum to help improve them 
even more.

We’ve only started. Harvard was founded in 1636, we 
in 1975, so they have a head start. But if the world’s best 
university is an independent charity that is sustained by 
alumni-giving, there is nothing to stop us aspiring to 
similar excellence over the centuries.

 From the Vice-Chancellor Welcome

This year we have been 
very busy, as you will 
see when you turn the 
pages of this magazine. 
We have revamped  
The Independent in 
this issue to make it 
longer – up from 16 to 
20 pages – so that you 
get a meatier read, and 
we have thought long 
and hard about what  
to put in it. For the first 
time we will be running 
an interview with an 
alumnus about their 

time at Buckingham and what they have 
done since. This issue contains an interview 
with Isabel Keen, who was a student at the 
University from 1988 to 1990 and who 
recollects a very different student world 
from today’s (page 12). We hope you enjoy 
it – and that you will suggest other names 
for future issues. Research is becoming 
more and more important at Buckingham 
– in this edition Justine Kibler has delved 
into the groundbreaking research that is 
taking place at the Clore Laboratory.  
You can find this on page 14.

We want you to know about the work 
that we have been doing on the campus 
development. A lot has been going on.  
We have had a campus development 
framework plan prepared by the architects 
Panter Hudspith. This looked at issues of 
flooding, parking, what our growth plans 

are, what our needs are now and how we 
can best use the buildings we have as well 
as the new six-acre site we bought on the 
right bank of the Great River Ouse. We are 
upgrading the interior of Prebend House 
and at the same time we are starting work 
on the Radcliffe Centre, a building that 
most of you will remember and will 
probably agree could do with a 
refurbishment. We desperately need new 
teaching space to accommodate the extra 
student numbers. Please read the article 
about these developments on page 10.

On the alumni front, the last few 
months has been one long round of 
parties – a tea party at the House of Lords, 
kindly hosted by Lord and Lady Luce at  
the Houses of Parliament, and a dinner 
hosted by Lord Tanlaw, the University’s 
Chancellor, at the House of Lords.  
This year we also organised a Business 
Breakfast at the Athenaeum Club, which 
20 alumni attended. The theme of  
“PR and the City” was addressed by Ronel 
Lehmann of Lehmann Communications 
(who graduated from Buckingham in 1986) 
and Michael Prest, a financial journalist 
who has worked at The Times,  
The Independent newspaper and 
breakingviews.com. We plan to hold more 
of these breakfasts and if you would like to 
be involved, either as a guest or speaker, 
do let us know. 

In June we were fortunate to be allowed 
access to the State Rooms in the Speaker’s 
House for our alumni summer party. It was 

a magnificent setting containing a state 
dining room and a canopied bed designed 
to be slept in by the monarch on the night 
before a Coronation. Again, it was a 
wonderful opportunity to catch up with 
alumni, some of whom we had not seen for 
a few years. More than 100 alumni came to 
this event, which we felt was one of the 
most successful parties we have held. If we 
do it again, though, we will allow more time 
for access. It is not the easiest place to gain 
entry to!

Finally, the University of Buckingham 
Alumni Association is arranging their first 
fundraising gala dinner, to be held in 
London on Friday, 4 November. With raffle 
and auction prizes, live music from current 
students, a sumptuous three-course meal 
and a lot more, it will be an evening to 
remember. The majority of the money 
raised will go towards the Radcliffe Centre 
upgrade; one third will be given to the 
Motor Neurone Disease Association 
because this is a cause close to many 
people’s hearts.

We do hope to see you at an event before 
too long.

Anne Matsuoka
Head of Alumni Relations/ 
Graduation Officer
anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk
Lucy Hodges
Director of External Affairs and 
Development
lucy.hodges@buckingham.ac.uk
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Adding value to your degree 
By Terence Kealey

We are back in The Times newspaper’s university league 
table. It is the most important of the British university 
league tables, and we have come 21st. As there are 116 
British universities, this puts us comfortably within the 
top 20 per cent, beating most members of the Russell 
and 1994 Groups.

The league tables have been good to us. The 
government’s National Student Survey (of satisfaction)  
puts us in the top ranking every year, while the 
newspaper league tables (not just The Times’s but also 
The Sunday Times’s) have all done us proud. And though 
The Guardian lists us only in its table of small and 
specialist institutions (at 1,300 students we are still 
‘small’), in its subject tables The Guardian consistently 
ranks our departments including English, Economics and 
Law among the top 10 per cent in Britain. We are small 
but perfectly formed.

As satisfying as these league table positions are, they 
are still only British, and we now need to get into the 
global league tables such as the QS World University 
Rankings and the THE’s World University Rankings.  
Why? For you. The better the University does in the 
global league tables, the more valuable it will be to hold 
a degree from Buckingham. The university that 
consistently tops the global league tables is Harvard, 
and no one doubts that a graduate from Harvard 
University is a major player. Equally, no one  
should doubt that a graduate of the University of 

mailto:anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk
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 University news

there was considerable scope to develop 
the LLM, so with the encouragement of Dr 
Helen Desmond, he drew up a business 
plan. Unfortunately, Helen’s death in 2009 
meant that she didn’t see Jae’s plans 
become reality but he is very appreciative 
of the support she gave him. 

Before he became Dean on 1 July 2011, 
Jae was Admissions Tutor and LLM 
Director, and he is keen for the LLM to 
continue to grow and develop through new 
pathways and marketing in traditional 
markets. Unfortunately there is less scope 
with the LLB as the core modules are 
controlled by the Bar Council. But he is also 
hoping to market that course in traditional 
markets.

One of his concerns as Dean is to ensure 
that academic standards are not 
compromised by increasing student 
numbers. He feels fortunate to have staff 
with excellent skills and is looking to 
maintain the Law School “family” that 
currently exists. He also wants to 
encourage more research and to develop 
both the existing programmes and the 
staff.

Outside the Law School Jae is probably 
best known for teaching Tai Chi and 
Qigong. He describes it as moving 
meditation which helps maintain your 
internal balance. As part of his philosophy 
of learning being a lifelong experience, he 
still trains with his masters of Tai Chi from 
UK and overseas.

Hitting the  
top spot 
The University  
scores well again

As Professor Terence Kealey has pointed 
out, the University has performed well  
in the newspaper league tables this year.  
In The Guardian’s table, the English 
department was ranked in the top 10 
departments again, coming in at seventh 
place, above Exeter, Sussex and Bristol.

Teaching quality lies at the heart of 
Buckingham’s success, although the league 
table compiled by The Guardian takes into 
account a range of other measures 
including a “value-added” score, the staff/
student ratio and student feedback.

The Department of Economics burst into 

The Guardian table for the first time this 
year – and was placed eighth, reflecting its 
high standards. The Business School came 
a respectable 16th place and the Law 
School 27th. In its accompanying article, 
the paper said: “The departments that 
have leapt fastest up The Guardian 
university league tables this year have all 
realised one thing: doing your best for 
students is not enough … you have to be 
seen to be doing it.”

The University re-entered The Times 
league table this year and was placed at 
number 21 (out of 116) because of its stellar 
performance in student satisfaction, staff/
student ratio and graduate prospects.

Buckingham’s independent status 
means that it is excluded from the 
Research Assessment Exercise but  
The Times Good University Guide says that 
it would almost certainly have finished “in 
the top 20, rather than just outside it, if its 
research could be assessed.”

How to build  
a research 
reputation 
Justine Kibler 
interviews Jon Arch

While others were out conducting 
experiments, Professor Jon Arch was 
always the problem-solver behind the 
scenes. Before you plan an experiment you 
must understand the wider context of the 
topic, he explains, and from there you need 
to find out what needs to be done and what 
can make a difference. Afterwards, you 
have to understand what the results mean 
and recognise their significance in the 
context of everything else that’s out there. 

These processes are Jon’s area of 
expertise. My strength, he says, is not as an 
experimenter but as a theoretician. “I take 
a lot of information from diverse areas and 
attempt to put it together in a meaningful 
way, to find the problems and really think 
hard about them in order to find possible 
solutions.” To become Dean of Science and 
Medicine, then, appears to be ideal.

Jon’s transition from industry to 
academia was a smooth one. He had spent 
27 years working in the pharmaceutical 
industry, specialising in the treatment of 

diabetes and obesity, and landed his first 
role at the University as Deputy Director of 
the Clore Laboratory in 2001, where 
research also concentrates on metabolic 
diseases. He became Dean in March this 
year, replacing Mike Cawthorne who is 
now the Deputy Vice-Chancellor.

He believes that there are many 
benefits to working at Buckingham 
compared to Beecham and SmithKline 
Beecham, the companies he worked for 
for almost all 27 years. “When working  
in industry we were always monitored 
closely, which felt quite oppressive. If you 
came up with an idea external people 
would check it, so there seemed to be a 
distrust of ideas from within the company. 
I feel that here I have more independence. 
The Vice-Chancellor gives us much 
freedom as he does not believe in a 
top-heavy organisation.”

As Dean, most of Jon’s energy is 
focused upon developing the Psychology 
and Applied Computing departments.  
He wants to increase student numbers 
and believes that the high demand for 
courses in Psychology is something that 
Buckingham can successfully tap into.

In addition, he would like to develop 
their research to support the University’s 
aim of being recognised for its research in 
league tables. He aims for them to publish 
more material in quality journals to help 
achieve this.

There are proposals to move both 
departments to Milton Keynes. “We think 
there will be greater opportunities, 
especially because of access advantages”, 
he says. “It would be a very different 
experience for the students outside the 
University, but the students’ teaching 
experiences would remain the same,  
with emphasis on small groups and high 
quality tutorials.”

In honour of  
the best 
Chris Woodhead 
receives his due

The former Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of 
Schools, Chris Woodhead, was knighted in 
the birthday honours list. He also received 
an honorary degree from the University  
on 6 May 2011. Professor Woodhead is the 
Lord Kalms Professor of Education at 
Buckingham and before he joined the 
University had a long and distinguished 
career working to raise educational 
standards in England. He established the 
Department of Education at Buckingham in 
2003, along with Professor Anthony O’Hear. 
They launched an innovative PGCE for 
teachers in the maintained and 
independent school sectors who are taught 
via distance learning and mentors, and who 
spend nine days at the University receiving 
lectures and seminars.

“When I was offered the opportunity to 
set up a school of education at Buckingham, 
I grabbed it with both hands,” said Professor 
Woodhead in 2005. “Here was a chance to 
create a teacher training course which was 
rooted in the practicalities of the craft of the 
classroom, which eschewed dubious and 
irrelevant theory, and which offered 
students a chance to step back and reflect 
on the vacuous orthodoxies of the day.”

Professor Terence Kealey, the Vice-
Chancellor, explained the decision to award 
the honorary degree as follows: “The person 
who has done most to improve public 
education since the abolition of the 
grammar schools has been Chris 
Woodhead. When Jim Callaghan asked for  
a national debate on education, it was Chris 
Woodhead’s contribution that was most 
germane.”

Live life to the full 
Dominic Randall 
speaks to  
Jae Sundaram 

“Live the moment” has long been a guiding 
principle for Jae Sundaram, the new Dean 
of the Law School, who succeeds Professor 
Susan Edwards. “You are never going to get 
this day back so it is important to make the 
most of it,” he says. “By reflecting on what is 
happening and assuming responsibility for 
your actions, it’s possible to get the 
maximum from every day.” 

Unlike living for the moment, which  
often leads to excess, living the moment 
enables learning to become a lifelong 
experience. After every lecture Jae reflects 
on how he could have answered a student’s 
question better; after meetings he thinks 
about how he could have interacted better 
with others.

How did he end up as an academic?  It’s 
in the blood, he says. His father was a head 
teacher and his brother a physics professor. 
His own introduction to teaching was at the 
University of Plymouth where he spent six 
years. In 2007, after turning down an 
opportunity at another state-subsidised 
university, he came to Buckingham because 
he liked what it represented. He’s a strong 
supporter of the small group teaching and 
the student-centred experience which 
makes Buckingham so unusual.

Soon after his arrival he realised that 

Great 
expectations 
The public sign up to 
the Dickens project

When John Drew, senior lecturer in English, 
wrote a letter to The Guardian about 
needing volunteers for his Dickens Online 
Project, he had no idea he would be 
unleashing a tsunami of interest. “I sat 
down one day in the summer and decided 
we needed more volunteers to proofread 
the huge swath of Charles Dickens’s work 
that we are putting online,” he says.  
“The Guardian printed the letter on 2 
August and everything has snowballed.”

John asked for a team of volunteer 
subeditors to correct the sprinkling of 
mistakes on the pages of the two journals 
– Household Words and All the Year Round 
– in which much of Dickens’s work as a 
writer is embodied, including some of his 
best known serial novels such as A Tale of 
Two Cities and Great Expectations. 

He got what he wanted. Volunteers have 
been falling over one another to sign up and 
John now has 1500 registered volunteers 
compared to the 233 before all the publicity. 
Moreover, he finds himself with 364 
Facebook followers and 160 followers on 
Twitter. After his letter appeared in The 
Guardian, John was asked to write the lead 
article from Guardian Online. Eddie Mair  
of the BBC Radio PM programme picked up 
the story. Then The Observer decided to 
pursue it, followed by ABC Canberra and 
ABC Melbourne in Australia, Radio Ulster, 
Radio Kent, El Pais and The Independent 
Online. The Sorbonne has been in touch 
about translating Household Words into 
French. Ooh la la! Charles Dickens must  
be sleeping happily in his grave.

The whirlwind of attention for the 
Dickens Online Project comes 

after John Drew and his team 
were awarded a grant of 

£117,000 from the Leverhulme 
Trust. The hope is that all this will 
enable the project to speed up  

in order to be ready for the  
Charles Dickens bicentenary in  

February 2012. If you would  
like to give to the project, 

please log on to  
the University 

website. Long and distinguished career: Chris Woodhead

New Dean of Law, Jae Sundaram

New Dean of Science and Medicine, Jon Arch
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 Buckingham in the news

The University 
comes top again

Buckingham comes first for the sixth year 
running in the 2011 National Student Survey. 
This is based on an average score across all 
22 questions. On question 22 alone, which 
asks students how satisfied they are, 
Buckingham came joint third with Oxford,  
St Andrews and St Mary’s University College 
Belfast. The Independent acknowledges 
Buckingham’s success in the following 
article from 17 August 2011.

“A university that has been the most 
expensive in the country will become one  
of the best in terms of value for money  
next year.

The University of Buckingham is ranked 
third in a table of student satisfaction 
published today – but those above it will  
be charging the maximum £9,000 a year 
for a three-year course.

Buckingham, the UK’s only private 
university, scores 93 per cent in a table 
showing the percentage of students at each 
university satisfied with their courses – 
putting it in third place.

Top of the league table is the higher 
charging Brighton and Sussex Medical 
School followed by Cambridge University.

The table, however, would appear  
to show that if students are looking for 
value for money next year, they need  
to look outside of the traditional state-
funded university.”

Read in full at: http://ind.pn/rcGMT9

Offering value  
for money

In wake of the rising tuition fees, the 
University is recognised for its innovative 
degree structure and value to students and 
was featured in the BBC News website on 21 
May. The majority of institutions have opted 
to charge the maximum fee of £9,000, 
meaning a total cost of £27,000 for the 
three years. Buckingham will charge £11,250 
each year, but with courses only lasting two 
years, the total fee will only amount to 
£22,500.

“Heads of universities in the East of 
England which are planning to charge the 
maximum fee have spoken to the BBC about 

their decision, the Politics Show in the  
East reports.

In the East, Cambridge University, the 
University of East Anglia (UEA) and the 
University of Essex all intend to charge the 
maximum £9,000.

… At the independent University of 
Buckingham, pupils have been funding 
themselves for years.

Terence Kealey, its Vice-Chancellor, said: 
‘The benefits are huge in terms of the living 
costs because in the third year when other 
people are still at university getting up 
debts, our students are working. We have  
a fantastic employability rate.’

Offering students the chance to study for 
fewer years may be one way to ease the 
financial burden of higher education.”

Read in full at: http://bbc.in/ran9nO

Best employment 
record

After the fantastic results in the graduate 
employment survey, Buckingham’s success 
was featured in both The Guardian and the 
THE on 15 July.

“Nearly 9 per cent of the graduate class 
of 2010 was unemployed six months after 
leaving university, according to figures 
published on Friday which also show that 
Buckingham University has the best 
employment record of any institution.” 

Read in full at: http://bit.ly/BPPUniversity 
and http://bit.ly/gissajob 

Buckingham is 
recognised in  
The Guardian

Private institutions like Buckingham and the 
BPP will potentially provide a model for other 
universities, according to The Guardian, 10 May.

“Existing universities now feel they must 
justify their increased tuition fees and a 
promised higher education white paper is 
expected to relax the rules on university titles 
and encourage for-profit organisations to 
enter the market. BPP – along with the only 
other private provider, the University of 
Buckingham – could find it is not the ‘bad guy’ 
any more. In fact, it may find existing and new 
providers looking to emulate its business 
models.” Read in full at: http://bit.ly/od62OS

 “Don’t call these 
people Ivy League 
pioneers” 

Professor Terence Kealey speaks out in The 
Times about Buckingham, Anthony Grayling’s 
New College of Humanities and how 
independent, charitable institutions – like 
Buckingham and the Ivy League – are the 
future for universities in the UK. The article 
was out on 8 June 2011.

“We need star academics to create a new, 
independent college that is liberated to 
charge £18,000 in fees, but we need those 
academics also to create their college as a 
charity, one that could use its celebrity power 
to negotiate access to government research 
money. Such an institution, well funded at 
both the teaching and research level, would 
finally allow Britain to challenge the Ivy 
League,” he wrote.

BBC 3 Counties Radio 
comes to town 

BBC 3 Counties Radio came to visit the 
campus on 18 July to interview the Vice-
Chancellor and current students to find out 
more about how we work as an institution. Employment success

because what is published by the press 
reflects back on the University and helps 
enhance its reputation also. 

Since starting five years ago with the 
relaunch of the The Denning Law Journal, 
the press now publishes six other academic 
journals; The Journal of Prediction Markets, 
Hypotheses in the Life Sciences, The 
International Journal of Person Centered 
Medicine, The West London Medical Journal, 
The Journal of Gambling Business and 
Economics and the Buckingham Journal of 
Language and Linguistics. And from 2012  
we are taking on the Jewish Journal of 
Sociology. 

The press publishes about 10 books  
a year many of which have “come” from 
Buckingham. Anthony Crawforth’s The 
Butterfly Hunter started life as a doctoral 
thesis as did Paul Davis’s From Castle 
Rackrent to Castle Dracula. Later this year 
we publish Thought Prison by Bruce 
Charlton, a book about political correctness, 
which comes to us because he owes the 
Vice-Chancellor a favour! We are also 
collaborating with the Dickens Online 
Journal and will in the anniversary year 
publish facsimile editions of Household 
Words. 

In our short existence we have published 
pieces by Nobel Laureate, Sir Harry Kroto; 
politicians, Boris Johnson, Jesse Norman 
and famous historians such as Niall Ferguson 
– and all from the small office which is really 
the stock room of The Denning Law Journal.

The writer is the manager of the University 
of Buckingham Press

The publishing industry is in a strange 
place. If by publishing you mean “to make 
information available to people, especially 
in a book, magazine or newspaper,” then 
publishing has never been in better health 
– although one might have to add social 
networking sites and blogs to the list. 
However, if you mean “to produce and sell a 
book, magazine or newspaper” then things 
have never been more confusing. 

Bookshop chains the world over are 
experiencing difficulties. Waterstones has 
closed 20 shops this year in the UK. British 
Bookshops have closed with the loss of 300 
jobs. Borders in the UK closed last year and 
in the US it is on the verge of bankruptcy. 
Yet booksales are holding up overall, very 
often through Amazon who now report that 
for every 100 paper books sold they sell 115 
Kindle editions.

One of the most significant risks to 
publishers, much more important than a 
fall in demand for traditional products, is 
that their position in the value chain could 
be removed entirely. Publishers take a 
financial risk to manufacture, distribute, 
and promote content. But as this financial 
barrier to entry disintegrates, competitors 
start to abound. 

Those that publishers previously 
considered to be “consumers” are now 
producing their own content; some deliver 
news via tweets, some inform with blogs. 
With little cost structure to manage, then,  
a “publishing” process is created. We have 
an ocean of what is popularly called “user 
generated content”, which is of varying 
degrees of quality, but on aggregate poses  

a substantial risk to publishers. It might 
not always be edited and factually 
accurate, but it is relevant, social, living, 
spreadable, and everywhere. 

And even if you embrace the digital new 
world the other main threat to publishers 
which stalks the internet is the 
expectation of free content. Much of what 
used only to be available in expensively 
bought books is now available on the web 
for free. Indeed in academic publishing 
the open access movement is positively 
encouraged. 

So how does a small university press 
cope in this environment? Firstly we have, 
of course, made all our journals and 
increasingly each new book available 
electronically; in the case of journals via 
websites and for e-books via Kindle and 
iPad. We have also experimented with new 
business models. We have two open 
access journals which allow readers free 
access to all the papers – the cost of 
producing these journals has moved back 
up the value chain to the supplier.

But the best method of competing and 
surviving is to ensure that as a publisher 
we confer authority on what we produce 
– something that is rare in the world of 
user generated content. Because our titles 
have The University of Buckingham Press 
logo we attract interesting submissions 
and confer on what we publish all the 
attributes of quality that come with the 
name. This is derived in large part from 
the rising reputation of the University but 
also from the publications themselves.  
But this is a mutual conferring of quality 

 Books move online
Christopher Woodhead explains his digital ambitions
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£1m gift in its first few years of existence 
that enabled the institution to get off  
the ground.

Meanwhile preparation for the building 
work has been steaming ahead. The site 
work is due to start on 3 October 2011 
and to be completed by mid-March 2012. 
All the work is being done under the 
watchful eye of the local authority 
conservation officer and every effort is 
being made to restore the important 
period features or to remake them in the 
style of the period. 

The building is expected to 

accommodate up to 20 academics, 
postgraduate students, administrators 
and to contain some fine reception 
rooms on the ground floor. The right-
hand meeting room will lead out onto  
a paved terrace that will look across a 
landscaped garden down to the Great 
River Ouse. The local population has 
shown its approval of what the University 
is doing. In June we won a Civic Award  
for our work on Prebend House and 
Buckingham Archaelogical and Historical 
Society has kindly said it will give us  
a donation for landscaping. LH

For many years the University has owned 
Prebend House, a handsome Grade II listed 
mansion dating back to the reign of Queen 
Anne, which is located in the heart of the 
campus in Hunter Street but had over time 
fallen into a dangerous state of disrepair. 

Once the home of the Bartlett brothers, 
who built up their power base in this area 
of Buckingham via the tanning industry,  
the house had become derelict during the 
20th century, suffering from severe rot, 
damp, fire and squatters.

All that changed two years ago when  
the University resolved to refurbish the 
building’s exterior and make it 
weatherproof. With the help of a grant 
from the Linbury Trust and a donation from 
Sir Martin Jacomb, the former Chancellor, 
the University set to work to return the 
house to its former glory. Modern red-brick 

additions were demolished, the stairs 
removed, the interior gutted and the 
windows replaced. Today Prebend House 
looks magnificent from the outside with 
its restored roof, newly pointed brickwork 
and gleaming paintwork.

All that was needed was for money  
to be found for refurbishing the interior.  
A year ago, that looked unlikely. Then, 
suddenly, on 1 April, 2011, an anonymous 
donor popped up with a generous gift of 
£1m. The University was thrilled and 
immensely grateful, moving in 
immediately to commission the 
architects, Berman, Guedes, Stretton to 
design the restoration, which includes 
the upgrade of the Coach House or Gate 
House to the left of the building. The 
Coach House will contain a beautiful flat, 
complete with kitchenette and shower 
room for use by visiting professors and 
other dignitaries. 

Prebend House itself is to become  
a graduate centre for Humanities, the 
home to new and existing research 
centres in the social sciences including 
the Buckingham University Centre for 
Security and Intelligence Studies under 
Professor Anthony Glees and the Centre 
for Global Studies under Professor 
Richard Langhorne. It will also house the 
Max Beloff Centre for the Study of Liberty 
run by Professor Martin Ricketts.

Finally, on 19 May 2011 at the 
University’s annual dinner at the House  

Prebend in desperate need of restoration and, 
above right, the newly renovated exterior of 
Prebend House

So urgent is the University’s need for a new 
lecture hall to teach students in groups of 
70-plus it has been decided to push ahead 
quickly with an upgrade of the Radcliffe 
Centre in Church Street so that it can be 
open for students in January 2012. 
Planning work has already begun and 
building work is due to start in mid-October 
2011 on this Victorian listed building,  
a former Congregational church where 
students received lectures from the early 
days of Buckingham’s life. 

The Radcliffe Centre was last refurbished 
in 1982 by the University’s building and 
maintenance department with the help of a 
generous donation from the John Radcliffe 
Trust, which funded a scheme to enable it 
to be used as a music centre, as well as a 
lecture theatre. 

As a result the former church is named 
after John Radcliffe (1652-1714), the 
physician who also gave his name to a 
number of buildings in Oxford, including 
the Radcliffe Camera and the Radcliffe 
Infirmary. John Radcliffe is famous for, 
among other things, becoming royal 
physician to William and Mary. In 1713 he 
was elected to parliament as a member  
for Buckingham.

The Radcliffe Centre is now in need of  
an upgrade. The seating is inadequate for 
today’s needs; the existing curtains do not 
block out the light; and the heating is noisy 
and ineffective. Moreover, the lighting is 
basic and the foyer is dark and cramped. 
The plan is to install raked upholstered 
seating, to change the configuration of the 
interior to do away with the central aisle 
and to replace the fixed stage with a 
removable stage that can be stored under 
the seating. 

It is intended that the building will be 
primarily a lecture theatre for 130 people 
but will also double up as a concert venue 
and a theatre in which plays can be 
performed. The acoustics in the centre are 
superb, especially for classical music, and 
the University is committed to maintaining 
the building as a wonderful venue for 

concerts for use both by the University  
and the community in Buckingham.

Erected initially as a Nonconformist 
church and Sunday school in 1857, the 
Radcliffe Centre was bought by the 
University in the 1970s. A planning 
application to Aylesbury Vale District 
Council shows that it was first used as  
a place for storing books with secondary 
permission to use it as a lecture theatre and 
concert hall. All of this will cost money and 
the University is seeking donations from 
alumni and others. The bill for the upgrade 
is £350,000. We are planning a pop 
concert next summer and have organised  
a UBAA dinner to help to pay for it but if 
anyone is able to help with raising money, 
please contact Lucy Hodges, Director of 
External Affairs and Development.

Set the stage: Why the 
Radcliffe Centre is getting  
a makeover 

Proposed interior of the Radcliffe Centre

Radcliffe Centre

Two listed 
buildings 
restored to their 
former glory 
This autumn the University starts  
work on refurbishing the interior of an 
old mansion and a Victorian church 

of Lords, the secret was out. The identity  
of the anonymous donor for Prebend 
House was announced as Lord Tanlaw,  
the University’s Chancellor, and his wife, 
Lady Tanlaw. The University is hugely 
grateful to them. 

Announcing the news, the Vice-
Chancellor Terence Kealey thanked the 
Chancellor and other donors who have 
given so much support to Buckingham over 
the years. “Without these people we would 
not be here,” he said. Lord Tanlaw has 
been an important donor to the University 
from its earliest days, giving a critical  

The University set to 
work to return the house 
to its former glory...  
All that was needed  
was for money to be 
found for refurbishing 
the interior
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The architects envisage that 
development will happen in four phases. 

Phase One: New student 
accommodation will be built and a bridge 
will connect the Right Bank to the rest of 
the Hunter Street campus. Prebend 
House, the Radcliffe Centre, the Chandos 
Road Buildings and the Franciscan 
Building at Verney Park will also be 
refurbished to provide more teaching 
space.

Phase Two: Student residences will be 
built from part of the old Right Bank 
factory, along with a new library and car 
park. 

Phase Three: The Right Bank will be 
further developed with a new law school, 
an administrative building and catering 
facilities. The Tingewick Road entrance will 
also be built at this time. More residential 
blocks will go up at Verney Park and Mitre 
Court, and the back of Tanlaw Mill will be 
demolished and replaced with a new 
venue for the student union. A new sports 
pavilion will be put up at Gawcott Road. 

Phase Four: The new auditorium will 
be constructed on the Right Bank and a 
second bridge will be put across the river 
to connect Prebend House garden and the 
Right Bank. The road to the existing Island 
car park will be re-routed and a new 
bridge put in to enable the building of a 
new hall of residence on the basketball 
court. New student accommodation will 
be constructed on Chandos Road.

It has taken six months, nine workshops 
and numerous visits by surveyors – but 
now the University’s framework plan for 
the development of the campus over the 
next 20 years is complete. 

Based on a strategy of increasing 
student numbers to 2,000, the plan 
envisages centralising teaching eventually 
on the Hunter Street and Right Bank (the 
old factory) sites. The aim is to make the 
whole campus as pedestrian-friendly as 
possible and to create a green university.

A new front door on Tingewick Road 
leading onto the Right Bank site will serve 
as the principal arrival point and enable 
access to a new development of larger 
academic buildings than we have been 
used to, including a new library, a law 
school, and eventually a new food court 
and an auditorium. These buildings will be 
situated at right angles to the Great River 
Ouse around green courtyards (see 
diagram, above). It is also envisaged that 
the Right Bank site will contain a car park 
and new halls of residence, and that the 
old factory spine building will be 
converted to residential use.

One of the key principles underlying the 
plan is to preserve and enhance the 
character of the campus. Bridges will link 
the Right Bank with the Hunter Street 
campus and unattractive buildings which 
are out of keeping with the historic, 
cottage feel will be demolished. One of 
these is the single-storey Marketing block 

in front of Yeomanry House; another is  
the Postgraduate Centre alongside it.

The plan is to use the space created  
to build a paved courtyard in front of 
Yeomanry House; a similar courtyard could 
be created in front of the Anthony de 
Rothschild Building to provide what the 
architects call “a breathing space around 
the buildings of a human scale”.

Landscaped pedestrian routes will be 
carved out between the buildings and 
courtyards, and a riverside walk will be laid 
out for use by the University and the local 
community with sculpture, seating and 
extra planting. Beloff Lawn will be enclosed 
and a new building erected where the 
basketball court is now to form a courtyard 
reminiscent of that in an Oxbridge college. 

 Heading towards 
a bright future
What will the campus look like in 20 
years’ time? Lucy Hodges investigates 

Sketch of the new courtyard by Yeomanry House

Upgrade of The Chandos Road Building and Verney Park 

The old milk factory in Chandos Road has 
never been brought fully into use by the 
University – but we plan to rectify that next 
year. That will be Phase One of our 
Chandos Road redevelopment plan which 
concentrates on the ground floor rooms on 
the left of the front door as you enter. 
These rooms are currently used as a book 
depository and for storing equipment. 
Because of rising student numbers we need 
more teaching space, so we plan to convert 
them and provide more seminar and 
tutorial rooms. It is expected to cost 
£350,000.

In Phase Two of the redevelopment, 
which we are scheduling for subsequent 
years, we plan to open up the atrium space 
in the middle of the building to create 
better access to the Ian Fairbairn Lecture 
Hall. This will also open the building up, 
bringing in more natural light and giving 
students a social learning space. There will 
be a café where people can buy 
refreshments and plug in their laptops, 
enabling them to socialise and work. 

It will mean that when you enter the 
building there will be a courtyard straight 
ahead, which you will be able to traverse 
and enter IFLH in the far left hand corner. 
This phase is estimated to cost £250,000.

Details for the later phases of Chandos 
Road have not been worked out yet but will 
include the building of two lecture theatres 
holding up to 100 people each and one 
more opposite the Sunley Lecture Theatre. 
The basement of Chandos Road will also be 
brought into use for additional tutor rooms 
and teaching space.

The Franciscan Building at the Verney 
Park campus, where the Law School is 
based together with Applied Computing 
and Psychology, is a former seminary and  
a fine building of some historic note.  
It, too, is in need of a revamp and we are 
proposing to reconfigure it when Applied 
Computing and Psychology have been 
moved – either to a possible new campus 

in Milton Keynes or to Chandos Road. 
This should create much more attractive 
usable space for teaching law and for 
students’ recreation and learning.

The plan is to convert the ground floor 
at Verney Park where there is underused 
library space, so that visitors go straight 
into an entrance hall and a big café, 
which will perform the same function as 
the new café in the Chandos Road Building.

To the left of the entrance where the 
existing staff common room, café and 
moot court room are situated, we plan 
three new lecture theatres. The staff 
common room and moot court will be 
moved elsewhere in the Franciscan 
Building.

The Chandos Road Building The proposal for Verney Park

4

8

13

9
15

10

14

11
12

6

7

2
5

1

3

1 Tingewick Road

2 Hunter Street

3 Yeomanry House

4 Postgraduate 
centre

5 Anthony de 
Rothschild 
Building

6 Beloff Lawn

7 Prebend House

8 New car park

9 New Law School

10 New Tingewick 
Road entrance

11 New paved 
courtyard

12 New student  
union venue

13 Auditorium

14 Law School

15 Student 
residences



12 The Independent The Independent 13

splint on my hand. They offered me 15 extra 
minutes in the exams but the problem was 
that after an hour I just couldn’t write.

My degree was withheld. I had moved 
into a house on a night when the other 
students were having a party. There were 
complaints to the police about the noise 
and, because I arranged for the carpets to 
be cleaned the next day, I was accused of 
being responsible for the party, although 
I had nothing to do with it. I was fined £800 
and they withheld my degree until my 
father paid it. I bought my degree!

In 1990 we were in a recession and 
graduate training schemes in the City were 
cut. I took a year out and went travelling to 
learn Italian. Then I trod water at Harrods 
for 14 months – because I was living in 
Knightsbridge and did the graduate training 
scheme there while looking for a job in the 
City. I then got a job for two years at what is 
now BGC Partners, dealing in the Italian 
bond market. Involving Italians, it was very 
over-excited! I was the only girl. Stephen 

Isabel Keen (Economics 1988-1990)  
is a former broker at Cantor  
Fitzgerald who then became strategic 
development adviser to the Motor 
Neurone Disease Association. She set 
up her own company, Evidens Design, 
a network which sources bespoke 
products for architects and hotel 
designers. She is married with four 
young children.

My father, stepfather, godfather – every 
male person I knew – were stockbrokers 
and from about 11 I wanted to work in the 
City. I was quite single-minded. I used to 
spend my holidays hanging around in the 
Stock Exchange. I used to be a messenger, 
answer the phone, input data and file old 
copies of The Financial Times. I liked the 
Stock Exchange floor and the face-to-face 
exchanges; now it’s all done with computers. 

I did A-levels in maths, physics, 
economics and politics. I was intending to 
go to a different university with a four-year 
economics course and then I contemplated 
not going to university at all because the 
Big Bang (de-regulating the financial 
markets) happened and I thought I would 
miss all the excitement. A friend of mine, 
Stephen Hands, suggested that I go to the 
University of Buckingham, where he was 
about to become President of the Student 
Union, as it had a two-year course.

Buckingham had a slightly broader 
economics course than you found at other 
universities. You had to take a modern 
language – I took French – and an 
“optional” course like psychology.

The staff-student ratio was much higher. 
You definitely got a lot of time with 
lecturers. We were envied by people on 
other economics courses because they 
knew of Martin Ricketts, author of books 
such as The Economics of Business 
Enterprise – and we were lucky to be 
taught by him. With four terms as opposed 
to three – 80 weeks over two years – you 
had quite a packed weekly schedule of 
lectures and tutorials. You couldn’t not 
be there. 

A sociable place 
There were slightly more affluent students 
than elsewhere and more international 
students. It was very friendly and because 
of the international students you didn’t 
have the same social boundaries of other 
universities. It was quite a sociable place and 
we used to go to Oxford for the night life. 

Much of life seemed to revolve around 
cars. Because you saw people driving 
about, you knew them by what they  
drove: “He drives the Red Alfa Spider”  
or “He drives the White Golf Cabriolet”.  
I remember that at one point Lamborghinis 
were banned because they upset the locals 
and were being driven too fast. There were 
a lot of classic sports cars. There were also 
a lot of foreign number plates which made 
life difficult for the local police and the 
University parking authorities. 

I had a little Fiat Panda. You needed a car 
if you lived away from the University; we 
used to drive one of our housemates in, 
otherwise he’d never have got to lectures. 

We organised a gangster party with a 
casino and roulette wheels. People came 
from Exeter and Durham. At one point 
during the evening we were losing money so 
we plied people with more drink until “the 
house” was about £1,800 up, and then we 
closed the tables. Apparently it’s more 
serious at Buckingham now and they don’t 
do any of this naughtiness.

I had been sporty at school but at 
Buckingham I don’t recall any teams for 
women. I remember going to a boys versus 
girls rugby match, though I don’t remember 
if I was playing. I think it was an excuse for 
the men to manhandle the women. There 
weren’t very many women and so we were 
seriously outnumbered. 

There were some very active male 
students; I went out with a chap who 
promptly went out with both of the girls 
who lived with me.

‘I took a year out afterwards’ 
I got a 2.2. A few months before Finals, I got 
a repetitive strain injury and had a metal 

Hands also happened to be working there. 
I then got married and my husband was 
posted to Singapore with JP Morgan; I set 
up a business in Hong Kong which sold IT 
reports. He was posted back to the UK 
because the Nick Leeson scandal broke 
and increased the red tape.

Life after Buckingham 
It’s interesting, the twists and turns of the 
paths of our lives. I never envisaged I 
would end up doing so much fundraising. 
But while we were in Singapore, when he 
was just 30, Stephen Hands was 
diagnosed with Motor Neurone disease 
which prompted the initial fundraising 
campaign with friends and Stephen’s 
brother. We raised £178,000 for research 
into MND sending a novice team up the 
Eiger – and bringing them down in one 
piece!

As well as my fundraising consultancy, 
I have just set up a business: a design 
network for architects and hotel projects. 

I am still doing a large amount of 
fundraising and consultancy for the Motor 
Neurone Disease Association. My daughter 
plays chess and I’m now helping to 
fundraise for the English Chess Federation, 
who desperately need funds to send 
youngsters to Brazil for the World 
Championships.

I don’t think that I have used any 
aspects of my economics degree, apart 
from understanding the basic principles 
of supply and demand, but I have 
benefited enormously from the actual 
process of studying and the life 
experiences of university.

Did I enjoy it? Absolutely. I met some 
fascinating people from a broader base, 
thanks to the international element, than 
at another university. A small number of 
students had been to other universities 
and left – and now at Buckingham they 
pulled their finger out. A few people were 
there for four years because they kept 
failing. Maybe they liked it so much!

We were envied by 
people on other 
economics courses 
because they knew 
of Martin Ricketts

At one point 
Lamborghinis 
were banned
Jonathan Sale interviews Isabel Keen, 
charity fundraiser and business woman
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and perhaps create a template from this. 
If there is a template or “gene map” for 

something such as cancer, the implications 
are vast. Patients would be diagnosed 
quicker and more accurately, increasing  
their chances of a successful recovery.  
By studying patients’ damaged cells and 
genes, scientists could also find out how, 
exactly, the body is affected and so create 
personalised treatment and therapies.  
It could even map out susceptibility to 
diseases such as diabetes, and consequently 
be used to prevent future problems. 

History of the Clore Lab
It was a quarter of a century ago that the 
Clore Lab was erected after the highly 
regarded biochemist Professor Anne 
Beloff-Chain chose the University as the 
location for a new laboratory. Her brother 
was Max Beloff, the University’s first 
principal. Her interest in biochemistry 
developed from a family friend and her 
eventual husband, Sir Ernst Chain, whose 
research into penicillin in later years won 
him the Nobel Prize in Physiology and 
Medicine alongside Sir Alexander Fleming 
and Sir Howard Florey. 

Metabolic diseases became her research 
focus when she worked at Harvard Medical 
School in the 1940s. She started the new 
department of biochemistry with Ernst Chain 
at Imperial College, London in 1964 and 
spent more than 20 years there, making 
significant progress in the field of insulin 
resistance and production.

Anne was still making biochemical 
advances right up the time when she retired 
from the department in 1986. She therefore 
decided to find a new laboratory from which 
to carry out further work. After speaking to 
her brother, Max, she chose to come to 
Buckingham.

Building the laboratory from scratch was 
no easy task. It relied on a number of kind 
benefactors in addition to Anne’s personal 
funding and efforts. One of its most 
prominent donators was Vivien Duffield, the 
philanthropist known for her donations to 
charities and arts organisations who gave 
more than £250,000 from her father’s Clore 
Foundation towards the building of the 
laboratory. That is why it was named the 
Clore Laboratory.

Anne had set up residence at the Clore 
Laboratory by 1986 and brought with her 
three research fellows from Imperial. She 
remained at the Lab until her death in 1992. 

Since opening, the laboratory has been 
defined by its academic intellectual freedom. 
We only take on research areas that are of 
interest to us, says Kenny Langlands, and 
this is because of Buckingham’s 
independence. It means that the lab is not 
restricted by government agencies. “It’s the 
freedom for academics to plough their own 
furrow”, he explains, “because they 
themselves are able to bring in funding, to 
find areas of interest, to establish networks 
and collaborations”. Today is an exciting  
time to be at the Clore Laboratory.

Mike Cawthorne is trying to tackle one of 
the world’s big killer diseases affecting 
more than 300 million people globally. 
Diabetes is known to increase the risk  
of heart attack, kidney failure, male 
impotence and blindness, and there is  
as yet no cure for it. 

“The solution is to treat it as early as 
possible”, says Mike, who is head of The 
Clore Lab.

At the Clore Lab he and his team aim to 
do just that by developing effective forms 
of diagnosis and treatment against type 2 
diabetes and obesity.  

This year the Lab is 25 years old and 
Professor Cawthorne is proud of its 
discoveries. His ambition is to find a drug 
to revolutionise the way we treat a disease 
that is growing fast. An eminent 
biochemist, Mike Cawthorne is a world 
authority in discovering new drugs for 
metabolic diseases. He is credited with 
leading a research team that discovered 
the multi-million pound drug rosiglitazone, 
sales of which reached over £1.5 bn in one 
year alone, and became Head of the Clore 
Laboratory in 1994. 

From his hugely successful career in  
the pharmaceutical industry Mike created 
collaborations with prominent 
pharmaceutical companies and 
universities, making research into 
metabolic diseases the centre of attention 
– all of which led to the lab’s subsequent 
growth and success.

Combating obesity at birth
In April 2007 word had spread in the media 
about a “fat-fighting” baby milk made to 
prevent obesity in later life. “This was one 
of our most publicised topics,” Mike recalls, 
“and it saw over 200 newspaper 
appearances.” It refers to the area of 
research at the laboratory that looks into 
the possibility that people can have a 
predisposition to obesity before they are 
even born. 

Researchers found that undernourished, 
small-for-date babies have a greater 
chance of becoming obese in later life if 
they are then overfed. Breast-fed babies 
are less likely to become obese than those 
fed on formula milk, which led the team to 
think that there must be a crucial 
ingredient missing at this stage of life that 
can affect their metabolism at a later date.

Further research by the Clore Lab 
suggests that leptin is the missing hormone 
needed to combat obesity. Leptin is  
a hormone that controls appetite and 
metabolism, and is found naturally in 
breast milk. Though the research is still  
in its early stages, there is evidence to 
suggest that giving infants or pregnant 
mothers a supply of leptin can help to 
hardwire the infant brain to manage obesity 
in the future.

Plant therapies
Plants may also be able to provide 
treatment for diabetes and obesity. A large 

number of drugs available today for many 
diseases have their origins in plant and 
microbe material. Over the past few years 
the Clore Lab has worked on a number of 
plant-based treatments including a cactus 
juice taken by Kalahari bushmen to stave 
off hunger pangs. Currently the group are 
examining various non-psychoactive 
components of the cannabis plant.

In 2009 the Clore Laboratory set up  
an alliance with GW Pharmaceuticals  
(a company whose aim is to develop 
prescription cannabinoid medicines)  
in order to investigate their potential. 
Provisional research shows that two 
particular cannabinoids produce many 
beneficial effects on the metabolism.  
They appear to reduce weight gain, 
increase energy expenditure, and even 
reduce cholesterol. Moreover, they may 
play a part in treating fatty liver disease 
and regulating insulin levels in plasma.

 As a result of the success of these  
initial findings at the Clore Lab, GW 
Pharmaceuticals are conducting clinical 
trials. They state on their website that  
“a number of components of the metabolic 
syndrome can potentially be addressed 
with a single medicine”.

A new research direction
Computers have often been accused of 
shrinking the world around us, but now at 
the Clore Lab such technology is expanding 
the world within us. Owing to a generous 
donation over a year ago, Kenny Langlands 
and a small team are broadening the 
laboratory’s research areas. They want to 
change the way we diagnose and treat 
diseases using computerised gene maps.

Huge biological feats are now being 
achieved with the aid of computers. 
Following the success of the Human 
Genome Project (an international research 
project whose goal was to map electronically 
all of the genetic material that makes us 
human), the team are working out how 
genes act in diseased skin cells, starting with 
skin cancer. Could it be that genes always 
affect cancers in the same way? 

Biopsies are taken from damaged or 
cancerous skin cells and the team identify 
which genes are turned on and off compared 
to genes in normal skin. Using computer 
technology they profile all the genes in a 
cancerous cell several times over in an 
attempt to find a pattern between them  

 How to solve a 
global epidemic
Justine Kibler meets the scientists  
who are trying to crack diabetes

Researchers found that 
undernourished babies 
have a greater chance of 
becoming obese if they 
are overfed

A researcher in the lab

Proud lab head, Professor Mike Cawthorne

Professor Mike Cawthorne received his 
PhD from the Royal Free Hospital, London. 
His record in the pharmaceutical industry 
stretches back decades; he worked for 
Beecham and then SmithKline Beecham 
for over 25 years and became group 
director for diabetes and obesity research. 
In 2001 he received the Society for 
Medicines Research Award for Drug 
Discovery.

Mike’s interest lies in discovering and 
developing new medicines. One of his 
approaches is in unlocking the potential  
of plants to treat metabolic diseases.  
This type of natural and low technology 
medicine would benefit those in 
developing countries (who are predicted 
to have the highest number of diabetics 
soon) as they are not able to obtain many 
types of Western medicine.

Mr David Hislop worked alongside Anne 
Beloff-Chain at Imperial College and was 
one of three people whom she brought to 
the lab when it opened in 1986. Now 
laboratory manager, he enjoys working at 

Buckingham now as much as did when he 
began. “No two days are ever the same 
here”, he says. 

One of the biggest changes he 
witnessed was the replacement of Anne 
Beloff-Chain by Professor Mike Cawthorne. 
“He really strengthened the research side 
of things and brought in a lot of funding”.

Dr Kenneth Langlands studied Genetics 
at Edinburgh University and began his 
research career by developing methods to 
detect leukaemia. He has worked at 
children’s hospitals in Bristol and 
Pittsburgh and joined the Biochemistry 
department at Cambridge in 1997.

As head of Bioinformatics, he came to 
the Clore Lab to pursue his own 
dermatological and computational biology 
research with the aim of improving patient 
treatment and diagnosis by creating a 
more accurate way of identifying and 
predicting diseases. He would also like to 
develop “an internationally regarded 
medical school at Buckingham with an 
emphasis on teaching”. 

The CVs
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Suhail G. Algosaibi (Business  
Studies 1995)
Suhail is an entrepreneur based in the 
Kingdom of Bahrain. He is the founder and 
CEO of Falak Enterprises, the company that 
owns the Zen-Do Bahrain and DreamBody 
Centre brands. Zen-Do Bahrain is the 
country’s premier martial arts school and 
the largest in the Middle East. The 
DreamBody Centre is Bahrain’s first and 
only 23-minute weight loss and body 
transformation centre.

Suhail is also a speaker and consultant, 
and is the owner of Radical Marketing 
Consultancy. He specialises in giving 
business owners “radical” marketing tools, 
techniques and tips to help them increase 
their sales and multiply their profits. Suhail 
is also a proud member of Entrepreneur 
Organisation (EO).

He considers himself a social 
entrepreneur and is passionate about 
helping protect children from abuse and 
neglect. He is a co-founder of the 
international anti-child abuse movement 
Protect Children NOW! Visit Suhail’s website 
at: http://www.suhailalgosaibi.com

Gulmira Rzayeva (Global Affairs 2009)
Gulmira, 28, is a research fellow at the 
Center for Strategic Studies (CSS) under  
the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 
Her area of expertise lies in energy security 
issues such as the energy policy of 
Azerbaijan, and Black Sea/Caspian region 
energy security. Before CSS she worked for 
the international organization SCI-Hellas 
(Service Civil International) as a placement 
officer in Athens, Greece. Last autumn Ms 
Rzayeva worked at the Moscow Carnegie 
Center as a visiting research fellow within 
the “Exchange Visiting Scholars Program” 
existing between CSS and the Moscow 
Carnegie Center. Over the years she has 
participated in a number of international 
conferences on energy security issues 

organised by leading think tanks in 
Azerbaijan and abroad, and has also written 
several publications. Gulmira also holds a 
BA in International Relations from the Baku 
Slavic University (2003) and is fluent in 
Azerbaijani, English, Russian, and Turkish. 

New appointments 

 ● The Rt Hon Blanche Kayveas (Law 1985, 
née O’Leary) has been appointed 
Ambassador to Papua New Guinea by the 
Malaysian Government.

 ● Lord Luce of Adur, KG, a former Vice-
Chancellor of the University, has been 
appointed High Steward of Westminster  
in succession to Lord Hurd who is retiring. 

 ● Shakeel Mohamed (European Studies 
1990) was appointed Minister of Labour, 
Industrial Relations and Employment of the 
Republic of Mauritius on 11 May, 2010.

 ● Richard Morgan (Law 1985) was 
appointed Queen’s Counsel on 7 April, 2011.

 ● Tanisha Tynes (Law 1999) was selected 
as a parliamentary candidate by the 
Progressive Liberal Party in the forthcoming 
elections in the Bahamas. 

Serbia’s finest 

Alex Petrovic (LLB 1995)
One of the founding members of the British 
Serbian Chamber of Commerce, Alex 
Petrovic has recently been recognised as 
the principal IT lawyer in Serbia. The Legal 
500, one of the largest international legal 
directories, states that “according to 
clients, Alex Petrovic is Serbia’s leading IT 
practitioner, as well as media, IP, sports, 
employment and health law”.

After completing his LLB at Buckingham, 
Alex studied Applied Information 
Technology at the IT Institute in Toronto, 
Canada. He has been a project manager 
and legal adviser in Canada, England and 
Slovenia within the IT industry and is now 
based at the law firm Joksovic, Stojanovic  
& Partners in Serbia. “It feels great to be 
officially recognised after spending three 
exciting years in Belgrade as a pioneer in 
this new field of law,” he says.

Alumni in the news 

The king of vintage
William Banks-Blaney (History of Art 
and Heritage Management 2000)
Christened “The Vintage King” by Vogue, 
William Banks-Blaney opened his first 
WilliamVintage store this year following  
on from the success of his wildly-
oversubscribed day sales. The 
WilliamVintage store includes masterpieces 
by Dior, Balenciaga, Balmain, Jean Desses 
and Madame Gres and has been featured in 
UK, Russian and Nippon Vogue and Tatler. 
Interviews with William have appeared in 
The Sunday Times, The Mail on Sunday and 
The Telegraph. Most recently William was 
asked to lecture at The Victoria and Albert 
Museum on his role in placing vintage haute 
couture into a modern wardrobe.

He travels the world to find the finest 
clothes and was referred to by The Telegraph 
as “the saviour of fine vintage clothing” with 
Tatler claiming he has “the knowledge of a 
fashion historian combined with the eye of 
a contemporary stylist”. WilliamVintage 
recently launched in the iconic Browns of 
South Molton Street and pieces now grace 
the backs of a host of high-profile women 
including Gillian Anderson, Jaime Winstone 
and Grace Woodward. WilliamVintage was 
also recently listed by Time Out magazine 

From lawyer to film 
director to author
Alex Jovy (LLB 1995)
Cyrus the Great, leader of the world’s 
largest empire of its time, Ancient Persia, 
and advocate of religious tolerance, is a 
character that has always fascinated Alex 
Jovy. And now, after many years of 
research and devotion, Alex captures the 
relatively unknown life of this hero in his 
historical novel I am Cyrus, out this 
November.

Laced with the themes of co-operation 
and tolerance, it is a passionate and often 
fast-paced read. Alex covers many 
aspects of Cyrus’s life – from his military 
and romantic conquests to the seeming 
contradiction between his actions as a 
ruthless leader and his belief in human 
rights, all the while maintaining as much 
historical accuracy as possible

A law graduate, Alex briefly worked as 
a lawyer but soon decided to follow his 
true calling in life and become a film 
director. Despite almost no formal 
experience in the industry, he was 
nominated for an Oscar for his very first 
film Holiday Romance and has made a 
prime-time television series for Channel 4 
called “Movie Virgins”. He has also 
directed over 40 television commercials 
and written several other screenplays, 
and plans to direct a film about the life of 
Cyrus as well. I am Cyrus is available to 
pre-order on Amazon. 

Finance and society in 
21st Century China
Junie Tong (DPhil Business 2010)
The recently published book Finance and 
Society in 21st Century China by Dr Junie 
T. Tong considers how far the modern 
economy is disconnected from Chinese 
culture and history and the problems this 
separation may cause. She questions the 
common assumption that China has 
outgrown its reliance on its Western 
counterparts. The author believes that 
the country is still very much dependent 
on exports and foreign investments and 
any radical or rapid reduction in either 
would have serious adverse 
consequences for China’s sustainable 
economic growth. More information 
about the book can be found at: http://
bit.ly/finandsoc

 Alumni news

Alex Jovy

William Banks-Blaney

Kwame Acquah

Suhail Algosaibi

as one of the “101 Best Things about 
London”. William says, “I am delighted with 
the huge success of WilliamVintage and 
without a doubt, my training at Buckingham 
was the catalyst for this interest!” Read 
more at: www.williamvintage.com and: 
http://bit.ly/oNzzWy

“I’ve been a radical activist all my life!”
Ebenezer Babatope (LLB 1988) 
Ebenezer, a political activist in Nigeria, was 
interviewed in the Nigerian newspaper, 
Daily Independent where he explained that 
he earned the name Ebino Topsy while in 
secondary school because of his political 
activism. Despite the time lapse between 
then and now, the adrenaline still flows 
through him as his political views have not 
greatly changed.

“Nobody retires from politics”, he says, 
and recounts his life as an activist from his 
university years onwards, covering topics 
from unemployment in Nigeria to education 
and cultism. Read in full at: http://bit.ly/
q9WALG

The strategic partner of choice
Kwame Acquah (Business Studies 1994)
As Managing Director of the Ghanaian-
based company RDFC Oil & Gas, Kwame 
was interviewed in the international 
Upstream newsletter on 20 May 2011. 

Kwame provides business support to 
companies looking to develop in Ghana. 
“We’re challenged in this part of the world 
to show companies why they should come 
to us and give assurance that we are not 
running away… we’re here for the long 
haul”, he says in the article.

Alumni profiles 

Mikhail Arguelles (LLB 2007)
Mikhail Arguelles, a barrister at the Middle 
Temple and the founding member of Mikhail 
Arguelles & Associates, was the legal 
counsel and prosecutor for the Financial 
Intelligence Unit of Belize, an autonomous 
Government-funded agency, where he 
prosecuted white-collar crime, particularly 
money laundering and related offences. 
During that time he was certified as a legal 
examiner/assessor of the Caribbean 
Financial Action Task Force (CFATF) in 
Trinidad & Tobago and has had extensive 
experience with the new Money Laundering 
and Terrorism (Prevention) Act recently 
enacted in Belize. 

http://www.suhailalgosaibi.com
http://www.williamvintage.com
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 Noticeboard

New courses 

MA in Intelligence History and  
Bletchley Park Studies
Following the success of Buckingham’s 
courses in Intelligence Studies, the 
University has teamed up with Bletchley 
Park to create a unique programme which 
offers students insights into British 
intelligence history.

Bletchley Park, recently visited by HM 
The Queen – and just a few miles down the 
road from the University – is the home of 
Britain’s Second World War codebreakers 
and the forerunner of GCHQ, the 
government’s interception facility (which 
itself is rarely out of the news). It was here 
that Alan Turing invented the modern 
computer, known as Colossus.

This MA links the work of Bletchley Park 
and its code-breakers, the Enigma machine 
and Ultra intelligence, to the development 
of wireless and electronic interception and 
to a broader concern with the history and 
practice of the British intelligence model. 
The programme also studies the 
combination of electronic intelligence with 
related activities such as psychological 
warfare, espionage, human intelligence and 
electronic warfare.

The depth and nuance of the programme 
provides an overview of intelligence studies 
and a specific examination of Bletchley 
Park, where some of the modules are also 
taught. It will appeal to those with an 
historical interest in British intelligence 
activities and the history of interception 
and surveillance and to those wanting to 
study the Second World War from an 
intelligence perspective. The course is 
flexible, with start dates in September, 
January and April.

MA in Modern War Studies
Emphasising independent research and 
critical thinking through a range of guest 
seminars, this innovative course is no 
run-of-the-mill exploration of war.

“We want to take students out of their 
comfort zone”, says Professor Lloyd Clark, 
the Programme Director and senior 
academic in the Department of War Studies 
at the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst. 
The course will look at the nature, practice 
and conduct of post-1945 war from a 
number of different stances, domestic and 
international. 

This variety of perspectives is provided 
by the impressive line-up of speakers who 

will talk at the seminars. They include; 
General The Lord Dannatt, (former Chief of 
the General Staff); Admiral The Lord West 
(former First Sea Lord and Security Adviser 
to the Prime Minister); Professor Steven 
Haines (Head of the Security and Law 
Programme, Geneva Centre for Security 
Studies); and Robert Fox (Defence 
correspondent of the Evening Standard  
and military historian).

After seminars students are able to 
engage with these authoritative figures over 
a spot of dinner at the Cavalry and Guards 
Club in London. Held under Chatham 
House Rules, these sessions promise to  
be a unique and valuable experience.

Students have the freedom to research 
anything war-related for their dissertation. 
Research subjects already underway 
include the application of manoeuvre 
warfare since 1948 and sexuality in the US 
Army. The course would therefore appeal to 
a wide range of people but particularly to 
those working in the military and the Civil 
Service, and even journalists who want to 
specialise in this area.

As with all courses at Buckingham, the 
classes will be small and closely supervised. 
“There is no limit to how much time and 
help we can provide”, comments Professor 
Lloyd Clark. The course begins in 
September 2011 and is based in Central 
London.

For more information, please contact 
Linda Waterman on +44 (0)1280 820120  
or linda.waterman@buckingham.ac.uk.

New Primary PGCE
The PGCE with QTS course now trains 
primary school teachers as well as 
secondary.

At Buckingham trainees can retain their 
current teaching post and do a PGCE as 
well. This is because courses are tailored to 
meet the needs of each individual and the 
school they are in, and so they can be fitted 
around their job.

This means that trainees receive flexible 
tutoring to suit them specifically and they 
do not have to worry about finding new 
employment once they have completed the 
course. With staff numbering one to every 
five students, they are guaranteed to have 
valuable and personal tuition.

This is a distance learning course. Tutors 
visit schools several times a year to work 
with trainees in post. It focuses largely on 
practical classroom teaching and learning, 
helping future teachers get to grips with the 
day-to-day aspects of teaching that are so 
crucial to success.

Start dates are flexible. For more 
information, please contact:

Nikki Mugford or Sally Elvin, Secretary  
to the Department of Education, on  
+44 (0)1280 820219 / 820222 or email 
education@buckingham.ac.uk.

Forthcoming events 

UBAA Fundraising Gala Dinner 
This will be held on 4 November 2011 from 
6:30pm at Church House, Westminster.  
To book a ticket, visit AlumNet or email 
anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk for 
more details.

Graduation Date Announced
The next generation of alumni will be 
celebrating their graduation on 16 – 17 
March 2012

Autumn Lectures
This term’s line-up will include:

 ● Tuesday 11 October or 1 November: 
Professor Nigel Foster

 ● Tuesday 18 October at 6.30pm: BACO 
(Bucks Association for the Care of 
Offenders) lecture 

 ● Tuesday 25 October: Professor  
Croisdale-Appleby

 ● Tuesday 8 November: Professor Karol 
Sikora, Dean of the Medical School

 ● Tuesday 15 November: Paul Davis author 
of From Castle Rackrent to Castle Dracula

Lorinda Long (above), vice chairman of the 
UBAA, with Suzanna Tomassi, the chairman

Olatoun Olutade (Economics 2011)
The Alumni Office would like to congratulate 
Olatoun Olutade who married Babatunde 
Adewumi on 23 December 2010 in Isin, 
Nigeria.

Gloria Ogungbade (MA Global  
Affairs 2011)
Congratulations to Gloria Ogungbade who 
gave birth to a baby boy on the 14 March 
2011. She has told us that she is doing just 
fine with her new addition.

Births Weddings 

Lost alumni 

If you know how to contact the following, 
please email the Alumni Office at 
alumni@buckingham.ac.uk

 ● Mr Ian Donaldson, Biological Sciences, 1986
 ● Mr Richard Shasanya, Biological Sciences, 
1982

 ● Miss Marion Edwards, Computer Science, 
1996

 ● Mr Khalid Akbar, Computer Science with 
Business Studies, 1988

 ● Mr Jasmin Lizde, Information Systems, 
2008

 ● Mr Chidiebere Amakaeze, Physiological 
Biochemistry, 1991

 ● Miss Fatima Aliyu, Psychology with Biology, 
1995

 ● Mrs Caroline Crutchley, Psychology, 2003
 ● Mr John Redmond, Psychology with 
Business Studies, 1997

 ● Dr Michelle Davenport, Biochemistry, 1995
 ● Mr Colin Megginson, Biological Sciences, 
1985

 ● Mrs Lisa-Jane Palfrey, Biological Sciences, 
1984

 ● Mr Takeshi Suzuki, Computer Science, 1999
 ● Mr Jean-Charles Sanchez, Biomedical 
Science, 1985

 ● Miss Joanne Boardman, Aquatic &  
Fisheries Biology, 1992

 ● Mr Allen Sayce, Computer Science with 
Accounting, 1993

Alumni announcements

San Duong (English Studies for  
Teaching 2010)
Congratulations to San Duong and Mark 
Adams, son of Nigel Adams, the Programme 
Director of the BSc in Business Enterprise, 
who were married on 26 July. Their wedding 
ceremony was held in Bodicote House, 
Banbury, followed by a reception in 
Blenheim Palace. 

Patrick William St. George Caulfeild 
(Politics and Law 1995) died on 27 
April in Durham, North Carolina, leaving 
his wife Kimberly Caulfeild and his step 
children Emilie and Matthew Miller.  
After moving to the US he completed a 
Duke University Certificate in Paralegal 
Studies and worked firstly for Legal Aide 
of Durham, subsequently moving to 
Nick Galifianakis & Associates.

Richard Corbett (Modern History 
1994) tragically died on 29 March 2011, 
aged 39. He was the founder and CEO  
of music licensing agency Ricall Ltd.  
He leaves a wife, Alison Corbett, also an 
alumna (English Literature with Modern 
History 1994), and two young children 
Joshua and Jade.

Peter Ip (LLB 1985) graduated with 
First Class Honours and was called to 
the Bar in the UK shortly afterwards.  
He obtained an LLM in London School  
of Economics (with Distinction) in 1986 
after which he returned to Hong Kong. 
He joined the Legal Department as a 
Crown Counsel and had worked in 
private practices since 1988. Our 
condolences go especially to his wife, 
Nancy, and her two sons.

George Lawson (LLB 1985) died on  
12 December 2010 following a long fight 
with cancer.

Rami Makhzoumi (Business Studies 
2000) died in his sleep on 28 April in 
Dubai, at the age of 33. He is remembered 
for being a wonderful husband and father 
and was an inspiration to everyone he 
encountered. He leaves a wife, Chiara, and 
three children, May, Yasmeena and Nour 
Makhzoumi. Our thoughts are with them, 
the rest of the family and his many friends.

Professor Michael Moohr was an 
Associate Professor of Economics at 
Bucknell University (with whom 
Buckingham used to have a link via 
Occasional Students). He also taught at the 
University of Buckingham in 1976. Michael’s 
colleagues recall how he was “exceedingly 
popular among students... He brought 
wisdom and vision to the department”.  
He died on 31 January, aged 68, leaving his 
wife, Michele, and his children Megan Hoye 
and Roger Stover. 

Obituaries 

mailto:education@buckingham.ac.uk
mailto:alumni@buckingham.ac.uk


35th Anniversary 
Campaign  
2011 - 2016

Help us become one  
of Britain’s top ten 
universities

Our aim is to raise £35m in the  
next five years to transform the 
campus, double its size and provide 
outstanding facilities for students

Campus Development 
We are seeking major donors to get a 
building programme underway on our 
six-acre site across the River Ouse 
from our main campus. Our wish list  
is a library, law faculty, teaching 
rooms, a student social venue and 
sports facilities.

Bursaries 
We want to provide bursaries for 
poorer students.

Research and Professorships 
The University is looking to burnish  
its reputation for research and needs 
to raise funds for studentships.

Pioneer Fund 
By supporting the University to the 
tune of £1000 a year, you can help us 
reach these goals. Please contact 
Sarah Rush (sarah.rush@buckingham.
ac.uk) for more information.


