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A major feature of the early 21st century is
the increasing inter-dependence of people,
countries and regions. In economics this is
seen in the relative openness of markets in
goods and services, the freedom of capital
movement around the world and the
changes in trading patterns that have
accompanied economic development in
China, India and many other countries. In
politics inter-dependence is seen in the
growth of international organisations, the
so-called ‘decline’ of the nation state, the
rise of regional groupings of states,
concerns about international environmental
change, threats to international public
health, and the spread of international
terrorism. From a historical point of view
the world seems to be returning to a path
previously abandoned in war and
revolution at the beginning of the twentieth
century.

Students come to study at Buckingham
from all over the world and, combined with
its small scale and ease of communication
between students, this makes it an ideal
place to study the process of
‘globalisation’. Over the last five years a
major transformation of the Social
Sciences at Buckingham has taken place.
Out of the old Departments of History,
Politics and Economics there has
developed a single inter-disciplinary group
organised around the theme of
International Studies. New degree
programmes have been introduced that
incorporate elements of many social
science disciplines but that all focus on the
main issue of globalisation. Students study
international relations and the politics of
major regions. This political background is
linked to international economics, policy
issues in developing economies and the
study of privatisation and regulatory
change in transition economies.

Students also learn that many ‘modern’
issues of pressing concern are examples
of very old policy dilemmas faced by late
18th and 19th century governments. The
great questions of free trade versus
protection, of liberalisation versus
intervention, of centralised planning versus
decentralised experiment, or of the relative
merits of various types of welfare
provision, are never finally settled. Rather
they mutate and re-appear in different
forms as history unfolds.

The Department has been particularly
keen to experiment with truly inter-
disciplinary courses. The course in
‘Globalisation’, for example, is taken by all
International studies students and features
eight termly seminars at which important
topics are debated. Topics have so far
included migration, the environment, trade
protection, corruption, African
development, the international monetary
system, and the growth of China. Reading
for the seminars is distributed in advance
and includes papers written by economists,
historians, political scientists or
sociologists. Members of staff (including
visitors) from all these fields attend the
seminars.

Degree programmes in Economics and
International Studies provide an excellent
basis for students wishing to proceed via
an MBA to a career in business; as well as
for those interested in following Master’s
courses leading to a career in diplomacy,
public policy or consultancy. The
Department is also linking up with English
Studies to offer combinations with English
Language and with Journalism. Increasing
flows of information and comment through
electronic as well as more conventional
channels are a major feature of
globalisation. Already degree programmes
exist in Economics with Business
Journalism and the School of Humanities
is developing a new ‘major’ programme in
journalism to begin in September 2006.
These developments are being buttressed
by the attraction of new members of the
academic staff. The Wincott Foundation
(named after a celebrated economic
journalist of the 1950s and 1960s) has
financed some visiting posts at
Buckingham and we are delighted that
Allister Heath, Deputy Editor of 

The The Times on Friday October 14
2005 carried a story entitled
‘Cambridge faces the end of one-to-
one tutorials’. In the face of losses of
some £50 million over the last five
years (each undergraduate loses
Cambridge £7,000 per year) the
university is contemplating
abandoning its USP of seven
centuries. Oxford, too, is facing
similar difficulties: history
undergraduates at Oxford receive, on
average, some two lectures and a
tutorial each week, (much less tuition
than we deliver here of course), yet
even that limited provision is being
reduced in some colleges, which are
abandoning the first tutorial of each
term to save money.
Buckingham was created by Max
Beloff and his colleagues because
they could see the way the state-
funded universities were going, and
we can be proud that Buckingham
delivers more – and more
personalised – tuition than any other
university in the UK. As The Times
reported: - ‘Professor Alison Richard,
the [Cambridge] Vice-Chancellor
emphasised an urgent need to re-
engage the “political leadership in the
unfinished business of higher
education funding”’ but no such
engagement is necessary at
Buckingham. Life is not always easy
here, and we need to raise funds
behind new projects such as a sports
hall, studentships and research
fellowships, but we have remained
faithful to Max’s vision of a traditional
university that does not stint on
teaching or the care of students as
individuals.

Dr Terence Kealey
Vice- Chancellor

Message from the
Vice-Chancellor

(continued on page 3)
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Next year being the
30th anniversary
since the first intake
of students, I would
just like to let you
know that on the
weekend of 29/30
July, 2006 there will
be a “Homecoming
Weekend” at the
University.  If you

are able to pencil this into your diaries
now, we will look forward to welcoming
you back to Buckingham – however long
it may have been since you visited.

We plan to hold a series of events on
campus, including talks by staff members
on the past, present and future of
Buckingham; cricket and golf matches
and a dinner, disco and entertainment in
the Radcliffe Centre and Tanlaw Mill
(OTM).  But the most important part of
the whole weekend will be the chance to
meet up with old friends and lecturers,
network with other alumni and students,
wander around the campus taking in the
changes and generally having the

opportunity to indulge in some nostalgia!
There will be more detailed information in
the next issue of the Independent but
please take the opportunity to register
onto www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumnet in
order to be able to keep up to date with
the latest developments, not only on the
30th anniversary celebrations, but also on
what is happening at the University in
general and to stay in touch with friends,
look for business opportunities, advice on
career changes and much more.

We will also be running an online 30th
Anniversary competition through Alumnet.
We will be offering you the opportunity to
vote in the following categories:
most highly appreciated member of the
academic staff (past or present)
most highly appreciated member of the
support staff (past or present)
Alumnus / alumna who has made the
greatest contribution to the University
over the last 30 years.

The staff awards will be run just to mark
the 30th Anniversary, but we would like to
make the Alumni Award an annual event,

to allow us to mark the great contribution
which our former students make to our
University life and community. 
You may nominate any alumnus you feel
has done something of particular
significance for the University and the
names of the nominees will then be
posted on the AlumNet site and voting
will begin in January and end a few
weeks prior to the “Homecoming
Weekend”.  We hope to be able to award
the winning alumnus with a trophy during
that weekend.

So please do send us your nominations
as soon as possible and in the New Year
look for the section on AlumNet where
you will be able to vote for one or two
members of staff and for “Alumnus of the
Year”.  Let’s have fun ………… and also
honour those who have made our lives
better over the years.

Anne Matsuoka
Tel: +44 (0)1280 820338
Email:
anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk

Dear Friends,

I am more than
excited to have
become part of this
amazing team, here
at the Publicity/
Alumni Department.
Before introducing
myself I would like
to send my very

best wishes to Xiaojing (Iva) Yu (MSc
International Hotel Management ’04),
whom I am replacing as the new Student
Sabbatical Officer (SSO), and wish her
every success in her future endeavours.
She did an amazing job in the department
and continued the good work with the
Independent.  

As these will be my first words to you all
from this regular column in the
Independent, I would like to introduce
myself for those who do not know me:
‘’My name is Iva Netzova, 25 years old,
Bulgarian. Funnily enough, my name is
spelled exactly the same, as Iva’s so you
won’t need to remember a new one. I am a
big fan of exploring and conquering new
things. I hold a Buckingham LLM and
graduated in 2005. Although my Bachelors
is in International Economic Relations, I
was interested in specific law subjects,
hence the idea of doing a LLM.
After a few months of job-hunting, I heard
about this position and applied. I was lucky
enough to be chosen as the next SSO. 
The atmosphere in the office is very

friendly and I am extremely happy to have
the privilege of working with Anne
Matsuoka, Lauren Hardy, Suzanna
Tomassi (MSc Service Management ‘02)
and Patricia Prada (BSc International
Studies’ 06). I am amazed with the
wonderful team Anne has created and led
very successfully over the years and
deeply honoured to be able to be part of it.

As you already have seen on the pages of
the previous Special Edition 2005 of the
Independent there are a lot of new projects
and initiatives taking place in the University.
The planned Medical School will open its
doors in 2008 and the Bachelors degree in
Business Enterprise is due to start in
January 2006.

We are also very proud that the charity we
set up following the tsunami, which raises
money to help rebuild schools and educate
children in deprived countries (University of
Buckingham Supporting Overseas
Schooling UBSOS) is running very
successfully. In August 2005 we organized
a Table Top Sale followed by two more that
took place in September this year. Books
have already been sent to Sri Lanka and
now there is a permanent bookshelf for
second-hand books in the Book Shop at
the University and the money raised will
also go towards UBSOS. In August, we
organized a car wash in which the Vice-
Chancellor participated and his car
washing services were auctioned with the
highest bid reaching £20.

One of the most recent events we
organized was the Student, Staff and
Alumni Art Exhibition’05. On the Closing
Night of the Art Exhibition a Charity Auction
and a Raffle took place and we managed
to raise £292.00. Most recently, it was also
very nice and generous of this year’s Law
Ball organiser Alexis Pousaz  (LLB’ 06) to
agree to donate all the proceeds from the
Raffle that took place at the Ball to UBSOS
amounting to £249.74. In addition all
donations received at Public Lectures are
also going in support of UBSOS. The
money we have raised since May this year
is £1362.77.

As you can see there is a lot to be proud
of. We have to continue the tradition of
excellent education and act as
ambassadors of the University around the
world, as the reputation of the University
and our degrees are interconnected. 

Hope you are having a wonderful time and
will enjoy this issue of the Independent,
wherever you may be. We are all
somehow connected as we all carry
something of Buckingham in our souls…

Yours truly,

Iva G. Netzova (LLM ‘05)
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820230
Email: iva.netzova@buckingham.ac.uk 
www.buckingham.ac.uk/alumnet
Get connected!

Editor’s News

Iva’s News
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(continued from page 1) 
The Business, joined us as a Visiting
Professor on October 1st. He will be
taking part in seminars and giving
Economics, Journalism and
International Studies students the
benefit of his experience. On January
1st 2006 we will also be welcoming two
other newcomers. Dr Deborah
Davenport will be arriving from
Mississippi State University to take up
her role as Lecturer in Politics. She will
be giving courses in International
Relations and is an expert on the
politics of Latin America and on
international negotiations concerning
environmental issues. In addition she
will be helping us to develop a
distinctive new MA programme in
International Studies. The other arrival
in January will be Professor Geoffrey
Wood. Professor Wood is an expert in
Monetary Economics and will teach and
research on the international monetary
system. He has extensive experience
both in academic life and consultancy
and has acted as a special advisor to
the Bank of England as well as other
Central Banks.

Collaboration between the members of
staff in International Studies can be
seen in their contributions to a book on
Margaret Thatcher’s Revolution
published in 2005 by Continuum. This
book was edited by Professors Subroto
Roy and John Clarke. Professor Roy
visited the Department as a Wincott

Professor during 2004. He is a
distinguished economic
philosopher as well as an expert on the
Indian economy and the problems of
liberalisation and was on sabbatical
leave from the Indian Institute of
Technology in Kharagpur. In addition to
‘Suby’ Roy, contributors to the book
from the Department of International
Studies included John Clarke (history);
Norman Barry (politics); Dennis
O’Keeffe (sociology); David Marsland
(sociology); and Martin Ricketts
(economics). Terence Kealey, the Vice-
Chancellor, and Professor Patrick
Minford from the University of Cardiff
Business School, one of our honorary
graduates, were also key contributors.

The cross-disciplinary nature of the
Department of International Studies is
reflected also in its seminar programme.
Topics over the last year have ranged
from ‘Class, politics and participatory
rural transformation in West Bengal’
through ‘investment mis-selling’, to ‘the
quality evaluation of education in
Kazakhstan’. In the next few weeks we
have seminars on ‘sport and the global
economy’, ‘competition in electricity
supply’ and ‘transatlantic ties in the 18th
century’. This variety presents a
challenging intellectual environment for
students and staff alike. It is impossible
to hide behind a narrow specialism but
equally it is impossible to contribute
usefully without a firm grasp of your
own subject.

Over the last three years the
Department of International studies has
grown. There are now over one
hundred registered students in the
Department. Links are being forged with
other institutions in the UK and
overseas. Julian Morris of the
International Policy Network is a Visiting
Professor. Bill Beach, Director of the
Center for Data Analysis at the Heritage
Foundation in Washington, DC is a
Visiting Fellow. Both will be contributing
to our future programme. Hernando de
Soto, founder of the Institute for Liberty
and Democracy in Peru, was awarded
an honorary doctorate in January. His
work illustrates the profound importance
of legal institutions to economic
development and highlights the value of
an inter-disciplinary approach to
economic development. The
Department has close links with the
Institute of Economic Affairs (IEA) in
London. Martin Ricketts is the Chairman
of the Institute’s International Advisory
Council. Professor Colin Robinson, the
IEA’s former Editorial Director gives the
MBA course in Regulation and
Privatization that the Department of
International Studies provides to the
Business School at Buckingham. From
these and other resources we aim to
develop a thriving Department with an
increasing reputation both for its
teaching programme and for its
contributions to research.

Martin Ricketts

International Studies and the Social Sciences at Buckingham 

Dean of Humanities
Servetek Engineering appoints officers
Buckingham alumnus, Olatunji
Akingbade (LLB ‘94), is mentioned in
this article as being ‘a graduate of the
famous Buckingham University’. He has
just been appointed Head of Corporate
Services for Servetek Engineering Ltd to
oversee corporate affairs and legal
functions.
allafrica.com    04 August

How languishing low in the pecking
order becomes a depressing business
Dr Terence Kealey looks at depression,
its causes and treatments.  He highlights
the effectiveness of Prozac and placebos,
and notes the roots of depression which
are linked to thinking ‘unusually’.  He
suggests that perhaps the disease occurs
to keep the leader/follower ratio healthy
by lowering people’s self-esteem.

The Times 23 August
University 2005: Best for work,
rest and play
Amongst a number of reviews of ‘best
for...’ universities, Buckingham heads the
section entitled Diversity.  The review
explains ‘The privately owned University
of Buckingham comprises 79%
international students harking from more
than 80 different countries’.
graduateengineer.com   
30 August

The MM Profile - Henry Catchpole
Buckingham alumnus, Henry Catchpole
(Business Studies ‘88), is the subject of
this article. The interview looks at his
career in SIPPS (Self Invested Personal
Pensions) as Chief Executive at 
Suffolk Life, and also his passion for
football team, Ipswich Town.
Money Marketing 22 September

Sunday Times University Guide
Buckingham received a good review in
this publication; amongst the comments
were ‘the quality of its graduates stands
as testimony to good teaching standards’.
Sunday Times 12 September

Buckingham alumnus, Ibrahim Dikko
(Law ‘88) is mentioned in an article that
looks at up- and -coming African
professionals.  The author charts
Ibrahim’s career progress, which includes
roles in corporate finance, banking and
information technology.  He is currently
Chairman of First Security Discount
House (FSDH)
Thisdayonline.com - African views of
global news 03 September

BUCKINGHAM IN THE NEWS BUCKINGHAM IN THE NEWS

BUCKINGHAM IN THE NEWSBUCKINGHAM IN THE NEWS



Buckingham Duo Start
Specialist Consulting
Firm

Roberto Rivero

Roberto Rivero, (BSc Economics’ 89)
and Tunde Aiyegbusi (BSc Economics’
89) have formed Intelligent Growth
(www.intelligent-growth.com) – a
consulting practice specialising in
providing advice to the Financial IT
industry: Information & Software Vendors,
Banks with their own trading & information
products and those Exchanges aiming to
increase revenues from information or IT.

The company provides advice on Product
& Business Development, Marketing and
Sales and it conducts audits. Roberto and
Tunde are joined by 5 other consultants
with impressive track records in the
industry from companies such as
Bloomberg, LIFFE, Thomson Financial
and Virt-X– as well as experience from
user firms like HSBC, F&C and WestLB.

“Collectively, we have over 150 years’
experience in the disciplines we are
consulting in.  Roughly half of that time
has been spent in Financial IT, 30% in the
financial industry and the balance in
general IT” commented Roberto.

Roberto was until recently Head of Sales
& Marketing at the London Stock
Exchange’s Information Services division
and prior to that with Primark as Product
Marketing Director– in charge of product
development and marketing
communications.  At Primark he led the
development of the firm’s very successful
range of trading products.
Since leaving Buckingham Tunde has
worked for the foreign exchange
operations of HSBC and WestLB,
reaching the position of Associate
Director.  He has also found the time to
complete a MSc in IT from City University
and a MBA from the London Business
School.

Intelligent Growth is not in a position to
discuss individual clients but is already at
over 55% of capacity.  “Within our niche,
we already have an interesting mix of
assignments and a diverse list of
customers” confirms Roberto.

Wines of Lebanon

Michael Karam (BA History, Politics
and English Literature’ 88) is happy to
announce the publication of his first book
called ‘Wines of Lebanon’. It has just been
published in London by Saqi Books.

The book can be found on Amazon.co.uk.
His career has been extremely interesting
as the short biography below illustrates
this:

Born in London to Lebanese parents,
Michael Karam was educated at Seaford
College and Buckingham University,
where he read English literature, history
and politics. He worked as a barman,
wallpaper salesman and hospital porter,
before competing in two trans-Atlantic
yacht races and circumnavigating
Scotland in a rubber boat. In 1992, he
returned to Lebanon, where he initially
taught English at the American University
of Beirut.

He has since become a journalist and
wine writer. He is currently editor of
Executive, a regional business monthly
published in Beirut. Previously he was a
reporter and features editor on the Beirut
Daily Star. He has written for The Times,
Sunday Express, Esquire and a host of
regional publications. 

He is the author of numerous articles on
Lebanese wine and writes the Lebanon
chapter in the Wine Report, the award
winning wine annual and is a contributor
to Jancis Robinson’s Oxford Wine
Companion. He lives in Beirut with his
wife and two children.

Svetodar Yosifov

Svetodar Yosifov (MBA’03) has been
appointed to serve as a Senior
Marketing Manager in PETROL AD.
PETROL AD is one of the Top 5 publicly
traded (Sofia Stock Exchange) blue chip
companies in Bulgaria and is a market
leader in the wholesale/retail of oil and
related products. 

As a manager in charge of its marketing
strategy and policy Svetodar’s
decisions will be influencing the
country’s economy as a whole, given its
reliance on imported oil, and all of us
wish him success in this very
challenging but also highly rewarding
task.

Axel van Dreveldt (LLM’ 02) would like
to share with us that he has recently
started working as a lawyer in the firm
Dr. Motzer pp. in Wesel, which is a
medium-sized town situated about 40
miles to the north of Düsseldorf,
Germany. He is now focussed on
corporate and competition law.

This is what Eileen Booth (nee Dolin)
(PEL ’90) has to say about herself:

I now live in Sacramento, California with
my husband and two children. After
Buckingham, followed by the CPE
program in Newcastle Upon Tyne,
I became a solicitor and worked at
Eversheds in Newcastle for two years.
I then moved to California in 1994 and
am now a partner in the law firm of
Jacobsen & McElroy in Sacramento.
I specialize in construction defect
litigation.

4

Alumni at Work



5

Alumni at Work

On his visit to Buckingham,
James Saruchera gave a talk
to current students. He said:
‘’I moved to New Zealand soon
after completing my MSc in
Service Management in 2002, not
quite sure what to expect apart
from sheep, rugby and possibly
some good Chardonnay.  I
intended to visit family here for a
short while and return to the UK
for graduation. While I was here I
was really surprised by the level
of technological innovation
happening here. I was also
offered a position with the local
government working as Projects
Leader for Information and
Communications Technology with
Canterbury Development Corporation.  

I was able to use some of what I learnt
in my studies as well as build on
experience gained in the public service
and in growing technology firms.

In this role I manage Electronics
South, New Zealand’s largest
electronics industry body, accounting
for over USD $700 Million in output 
each year.

Electronics South consists of 100
electronics design, manufacturing,
certification, supply & distribution
companies in New Zealand.

I enjoyed visiting Buckingham again
and hope to make it to one of those
notorious alumni parties.”

In addition to leading trade delegations,
part of James’ role has been in
building trade, investment and
technology alliances between
Canterbury New Zealand and Hong

Kong, Singapore, the UK, Hubei
Province in China, Germany and
Japan. James is also Executive
Producer of ES Connectivity, a national
electronics trade event that generates
USD $2.5 million per day in trade.

James is a director of technology and
consulting firm Leiones CA, overseeing
strategic alliances. Leiones specialises
in development and implementation of
leading edge technology that can
enhance customer experiences.

As part of his Master’s thesis, James
designed a performance-tracking tool
for the Government of the Republic of
Seychelles, to measure government
performance from the perspective of
the business community, investors and
the public. This tool has been
accepted by the Government for
implementation across departments.

James graduated with Merit Master of
Science Degree in Service
Management.

James Saruchera
(MSc Service Management’03)

1994 To Present Day

Llewellyn V. Boyer-Cartwright

My graduation from the University of
Buckingham in 1994 with a Bachelor of
Laws Degree was the start of a life for
me that has turned many corners, that
has had its ups and downs, that has
provided many marvelous vistas along
the way, and that holds a continuing
promise of excitement and happiness.

Upon my return to the Bahamas I
joined a small practice as an Associate.
Several years later, a senior partner
and I branched off to establish our own
firm, “Sheffields.” 

After five years of trampling up and
down the same flights of stairs to the
same office, and to an unchanging air
of grudging acceptance of confined
working quarters, a sense of unease
developed into full-blown anxiety. I
knew that I had to return to the freedom
and excitement of flying that was my
original career.  

In January of 2000 and with some
trepidation I entered flight school to
regain currency and subsequently a
post with Laker Bahamas Airways. This
meant relocating to Fort Lauderdale,
Florida, which carried its own
excitement for me - a move from the
‘small town’ of Nassau to the buzz of
the city. I had a fine time flying B727s
around the US, but ultimately Sir
Freddie Laker’s second company
turned turtle.

While Laker was in its death throws I
embarked on a Masters Degree in
Aviation Science.  My thesis - on the
subject of Fatigue in Flight Crew - took
on a life of its own with two doctors,
specializing in sleep disorders,
requesting my permission to submit the
results to a Sleep Disorders
Conference in Denver, Colorado, in
June, 2005.

My other distraction has been travel,
taking me on legal trips to South
America and Europe, on various ski
trips to Canada and the Rockies, and
on bicycle trips to Tuscany, India,
Morocco, Vietnam, Cambodia, having
just returned from mainland China and
Thailand.

The East lures me, so I am seeking an
airline posting out there. That will be
my next chapter. 

Llewellyn V. Boyer-
Cartwright, (LLB’ 94)

MSc Service Management students
with James Saruchera
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Living in China I live in Dalian, China and work here. I
came here in March this year. Dalian is a
coastal city in the northeast of China,
one and a half hours from Beijing by
aeroplane and it’s also quite close to
Japan. These days, Dalian is growing
fast just like other major cities in China
and many international companies are
here. I work at one of them.

Dalian is actually quite a special place to
my family. My mother’s family used to
live in this city long ago and 
my mother was actually born in Dalian.
(When they left here for Japan, she was
just a baby, so she can’t remember
anything though.)

However, Dalian is completely a new
place to me and things are quite different
here. Moreover, I speak Chinese just a
little bit. So, for a while I had many
difficulties in daily life but with the help of

my Chinese colleagues (they all speak
excellent Japanese or English!) I’m
managing to survive every day and
enjoy it!

It’s interesting that I still see some kind of
similarity in their culture and ours.
I never felt anything like this when I was
in Europe (“East is East”, eh?).

I saw Europe, now am seeing China, the
biggest country in Asia. I don’t know how
long I’m going to be here but it’s so
exciting that there’re still more places to
go and much more to see in the world!
(Sorry, Ma and Pa, but I don’t think I will
come back to Japan so soon…)

Yosuke Fujiwara
Certificate in Higher Education
(Economics with Spanish) 

Alumni at Work

Reunion in Japan

Everything is going very well for me,
because a professor at SEKEWUAN (my
supervisor’s friend) has arranged
everything for me, so I am really grateful.

Yes, I met our Buckingham friends and
had a lovely time with them in Tokyo. I
visited Japan for the first time in 7 years. I
was very happy that I had the opportunity
to do my fieldwork in Japan and to meet
old friends. I met Junko Arisawa (BA
History of Art and Heritage
Management’01, MA Heritage Tourism
Management ’02) and Rinnosuke
Tanikawa (MA History’01) on 14 April at
Shibuya, Tokyo; and Takashi Ono (MA
International Relations’01), Miyoko Oki,
Masatake Matsumoto (BA Politics with
History ’01) Takeshi Nukaga (BA
Politics with History’01) on 1 May also
in Shibuya.

It was really nice to meet them again and
to hear about their hard work in different
fields. Junko works at an information
delivery company; Rin is doing a 
PhD in social theory; Takashi is also
doing a PhD in IR at Waseda; Masa
works at a computer company; Miyoko
works at an environmental research
institution and Takeshi works as a web
designer. So each of us is working in
different fields, but what we all have in
common is that all of us had a lovely time
in Buckingham and we all miss that.

Shunji Chui
(BA Politics with History ’01, MA
International Relations ’02)

Cecilia’s News

After 3 years in Buckingham doing my 
Law Degree and then my MBA I moved to
London, determined to get a job in the
city. Being from Argentina was extremely
tough as my student visa was expiring
and every job I applied for rejected me for
not being a EU citizen. I didn’t give up

and kept trying
until I got a
temporary job
in an M&A
information
provider for a 3 
month project. I
had done lots
of research
projects and
presentations
during my MBA
so it was time
to put all the

skills I learnt into practice!  I worked so
hard that in the end the company took me
in and gave me a work permit so that I
could stay with them. I now work as a
consultant managing for UK and French
clients. I give presentations every week
and travel to Paris on a regular basis. My
advice for Buckingham graduates who
are applying for jobs is not to give up. I
know it can be very stressful but just keep
trying and believe in yourself! 
Thank you University of Buckingham for
the excellent education and for giving me
so many friends for life! 

Cecilia Capolupo (LLB’ 02, MBA ‘04)

Carmen Alcaniz and her daughter  

Carmen is happily living in Spain
where she works in a TV production
company, but is planning to start her
own business in a few months. She is
very excited about it, since it will be a
company with the aim of developing
ideas for TV programs and
documentaries, and she hopes to
produce some of them. Her daughter
is four years old now and healthy as
ever, so she is very happy at the
moment.

Carmen Alcaniz Lorenzo
(BSc Business
Economics’ 94)
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Buckingham Alumnus
Wins Parliamentary
Seat

Mark Lancaster

Buckingham alumnus Mark Lancaster
(Business Studies ’92) has won the
seat for the constituency of Milton
Keynes NE, making him the first local
graduate to sit in Parliament.

The University sends Mark and his
family warm congratulations and wishes
him well in his new post.

Mark is remembered warmly by many
staff and ex-students, not only for his
personality and hard work, but also for
his incredible generosity in providing a
magnificent fireworks display on 5
November during the two years that he
was studying at Buckingham.

We are also indebted to him for the
time he has put into helping our current
Business students to arrange an
‘Apprentice’ style event - and with his
help the team he led won!

Well done Mark - we look forward to
hearing much about you in the future. 

Anne Matsuoka
PR /Alumni Relations Officer

Visit to Nigeria and
meeting with Alumni
in Lagos (July – August,
2005)

5.30 am, Sunday 24th July, and I looked
blearily out of the window of the Boeing
777 as we taxied to our stand at Abuja
International Airport, for what was to be
my fifth visit to Nigeria (so far!) as the
University’s representative there.
It promised to be the most hectic such
visit I had undertaken, and so it proved:
the schedule which 
had been arranged for me involved
stopovers in four major cities  (Port
Harcourt, Warri and Lagos, in addition to
Abuja) in which I was to give
presentations, meet alumni, visit the
British High Commissioners, etc. Where
would I find the time? And all this within a
week, and then on to Ghana for two days! 

As it happened, Sunday was (thankfully!)
a day of rest—the only one—- and I took
full advantage of it after the long
overnight flight. From Monday onwards,
however, it was “all systems go”, and very
much a matter of living out of a suitcase
for the next week!  On two occasions, it
was necessary to make a 6.00am start in
order to travel to the next city in time to
give a presentation at noon! The week
went by in a blur, and I scarcely even had
time to take in the scenery as we drove
through Delta and Rivers States.
Eventually, early on Friday morning
(another 6.00am start!), I was finally on
my way to Lagos, my last port of call in
Nigeria.  I must say, I was glad to arrive! 

Lagos always reminds me a bit of
Naples—busy, noisy and fast-paced! Like
Neopolitans, Lagosian drivers seem to
show a healthy disregard for traffic
signals and directions, and, again like the
Italians, demonstrate an interesting
combination of great skill and sheer
recklessness behind the wheel! I have
even noticed that former students, who
always struck me as being fairly mild
mannered when they were in
Buckingham, sometimes become
transformed into steely-nerved, single-
minded daredevils at the controls of a car
in Lagos. It is not something for the faint-
hearted!

As far as I know, there is no version of
the Camorra (Neopolitan Mafia) in Lagos,
but there was certainly something of a
“family” atmosphere when, on Friday
night, I met up with the Nigerian Alumni at
the Eko Hotel on Victoria Island!

Prior to my arrival in Nigeria, Anne and
her team in the Alumni Office had been in
touch with our Nigerian alumni, and
Medinah Huthman (Olufolake) 
(BSc Accounting and Financial
Management’ 80) and Oby Onyekweli
(BA Politics with English Language
Studies (EFL)’ 03) had agreed to
publicise my visit and arrange the
meeting (my thanks to them), though in
the event, neither was able to attend). So
it was that, on Friday evening, I was met
in the lobby of my hotel by Peter Monye
(LLB, `85), who drove me to the Eko. We
were met there by Robert Ani (LLB’ 02,
MSc Service Management’ 05) and were
soon joined by a cheerfully noisy group,
some twenty-five strong, of Buckingham
alumni! 

It is always a great pleasure and privilege
for me to be able to meet former
students, whether they attended in the
early days of the University or graduated
recently, and this was no exception. It
was a particular pleasure, however, to
have been in attendance on this
occasion, since Peter decided to make it
the inaugural meeting of the University of
Buckingham Alumni, Nigeria. This
obviously enthused those present, and a
committee was promptly appointed, with
Peter as interim Chairman and Robert
treasurer: dates for the next meetings
were agreed and an “event” for later in
the year discussed.  All this over a few
drinks!

I had a wonderful evening with many old
(and not so old) friends—— my thanks to
you all! Much of our time was spent
reminiscing, naturally, but we also spoke
of the University’s future, in which
everyone takes a keen interest. In fact,
the goodwill directed towards the
University, past, present and future, was
almost palpable!

It would be invidious for me to single out
any particular individuals for mention, but
Anne (Matsuoka) has a list of names and
contact details of those present, and
everyone would be delighted to hear from
their old classmates other alumni and
friends from all over the world. I hope
they do. Nigerian students and the
Nigerian Alumni form a vital—indeed,
indispensable—part of our University
community, and they deserve our
continued support!

Irving Stevens
Admissions Tutor LLB 
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Congratulations to all
the following alumni who
have recently married,
became engaged or
added to their families:

Engagements

Dominik Steffani (BSc Business
Studies’ 02, MSc Service Management’
03) is happy to announce his
engagement to Johanna Freiin Hiller von
Gaertringen on 9th August 2005. The
event took place in Ouranopolis, Greece.
He adds…’ We both live currently in
Munich (Germany) and are happy to
meet our friends from Buckingham, if they
pass by in Munich’. 

Lizzeth Cortez Salvatori (LLB’ 03) is
happy to announce her engagement to
Marco Resinelli (BSc Economics’ 01); it
took place in Las Vegas in April 2005.
Lizzeth is doing her internship at the
WTO in Geneva at the moment and will
be going back to Texas soon to plan the
wedding arrangements. The wedding will
be in Puebla, Mexico on March 18 2006
and will be a three-day wedding. They
met in Buckingham in the summer of
2000. After the marriage they will be
moving to Geneva to live there. 

Marriages

Panayiotis Theodorou (BSc
Information Systems with Accounting’
04) is happy to announce that he married
Irina Nikolova (BSc Information Systems’
03). The wedding took place on 18
September 2005 in Sofia, Bulgaria. 

Selina Chen (Psychology ’03) and Dr.
Johnny Hon, who is a Research Fellow,
at the University, were married on the
23rd July 2005 in London.
This is what our Alumni Data Co-
coordinator Suzanna Tomassi (MSc
Service Management ’02) had to say of
the ocassion: ‘’I attended the wedding of
my very good Buckingham friend Selina.
Other alumni and members of staff also
attended the wedding in London: Philip

Fine and Linda Luckhurst (both lecturers
in the Psychology Department), Austin
Tay (LLM ’04), Nigel Collett (MA
Biography ’03) and Hisayoshi Okada
(Psychology ’03). Nana Kurata (Politics
with History ’04) was one of Selina’s
bridesmates.
Selina and Johnny looked absolutely

fabulous and it was so nice to see some
of the “old” faces again’’! 

Engagements... Marria

Shullan Zhang (MBA '04) and Veselin
Bandev (MBA '04) held their wedding
ceremony in Shulian's hometown in 

China. Ves sent a happy message to us
and would like to say: "30 April 2005 was
the most special day of my life My 
wedding was held at Shulian's (my wife
who was also my classmate) hometown
of Zibo, Shandong, China.
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The wedding was held at Zhonggui
Garden, with some 400 guests from all
over the nation. Fei Yu (BSc Economics
’03), one of our Buckingham alumni, also
attended the wedding. The ceremony
started at 4 o’clock in the morning and
ended at 4o’clock in the afternoon. Even
so, we still didn’t manage to speak to
every guest. 

It was also my first trip to China. I was so
impressed with the rapid development of
the country. Meanwhile, I was very
disappointed that I was not able to find
bikes on the road, as I have seen on the
TV.
Well, everybody, “Ni Hao” from China.

Katrina Chronaki said ‘I graduated in
February 96 (LLB) and have since been
living in Tonbridge, Kent. I am the Re-
Registrations Assistant Manager for
FundsNetwork at Fidelity Investments. I
got married on 7th May in Crete to
Richard Head in a traditional Greek
wedding (see picture above) followed by
a blessing in Tonbridge on 18th June.
Maria Gerogianni, my best friend at
Buckingham, also attended the wedding
in Crete. 

Charles Sekios Emiola (MBA’ 02) is
happy to announce that he married Dr.
Lily Pincho Wu on 26th February 2005 in
Accra. There was a small reception for
about 250 guests at Nogahil Hotel in
Accra, Ghana. The newlyweds spent their
honeymoon in London throughout the
whole of March 2005. Charles has been
working as a Credit Analyst at Stanbic
Bank Ghana, since he left Buckingham
about 3 years ago. His wife is doing her
residency in General Surgery at the Korle
Bu Teaching Hospital in Accra. 

Births

Many congratulations to Philipp von
Both (LLB ‘01, MBA ‘02) and his wife,
Stephanie von Both. Stephanie gave
birth to a baby boy on 28 June 2005. The
baby weighed 10 pounds, and his name
is Ulrich. Mother and baby are doing
well, as is Philipp.

Lande Williams (LLB’ 97) gave birth to
twins on the 24th March 2005. The twins
are named Oluwajoba and Oreoluwa. 
She said ‘ I am very happy and very
tired’. The Lande twins were born in
Lagos Nigeria to her and her husband
Deji Wright (LLB ’96) whom she met in
Bucks. They also have a 3-year-old
daughter named Feranmi. 

Two of our Buckingham alumni Susan
Brod (BA English Literature’94) and her
husband Alex Brod (LLB’94) have a son
called Charlie. This is what Alex had to
say: “Charlie Brod is nearing his second
birthday and is a very happy little chap.

Susie (nee Bramley) and me live in a
small Surrey village called Bramley! and
are becoming fanatical gardeners”

Muhammad Uteem (LLB’ 93) and Adila
Uteem are pleased to announce the birth
of their second daughter Lamia Zahra
Uteem on 29 June 2005. They and their
first daughter Sania are very happy to
welcome Lamia. 

Davide Bentivegna (BSc Economics’
96) and his girlfriend Ylenia are happy to
announce the birth of their beautiful baby,
Lila Maria Carla Bentivegna, on the 27th
July 2005. They say: ‘She is well and has
brought great happiness and little sleep in
our lives’! . 

ages... ...and Births
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Alumni News

How to Become an
Author: Biography at
Buckingham 

One of the unique things at Buckingham
is the Biography course, run by Dr Jane
Ridley.  It is a rather well kept secret, so I
consider myself very fortunate that I was
walking down Hunter Street one day in
the Spring of 2001 and chanced upon
one of Jane’s posters on the University
notice board. It sounded interesting, so I
went to see Jane, and was intrigued
enough to sign up. I have done a lot of
study and training, but I had never before
spent such an enjoyable year as I did
reading for my MA. I found to my
surprise that biography was a subject in
its own right (I had stuffy history
antecedents and was initially inclined to
scepticism). It isn’t history and it’s not
literature, it’s a kind of ‘half way up the
stairs’ between the two, and gets the
best of both disciplines. I found it was
also huge fun. 

A lot of that was down to our group, and
the wildly different interests we were all
following. 

Jenni was deep into gardens and
dyslexia, Peter chasing up a colonial

governor relative, Xiao studying a
glamorous war photographer, Johnny
scanning pop biography and Fiona
unearthing the gossip about socialite
stars of a few hundred years ago. How
Jane kept track of all of this, I have no
idea; but she did, and nothing was ever
totally lost in the depths of her capacious
plastic bags.

Part of the MA course is a dissertation,
and so I needed a subject. I’d developed
an interest in Baluchistan years before,
and one of the books I collected then
was by a Brigadier Reginald Dyer. It was
called Raiders of the Sarhad, which is a
place in Persian Baluchistan, and it was
a real romp of a story about his driving
around the desert in a Rolls Royce,
putting down raid and rebellion by
pretending its radiator spat machine gun 
bullets (this was 1916).

I thought he’d be fun to study.  
Regrettably, I found, he had done a lot
worse things, and in particular had
committed the massacre of large
numbers of people at Amritsar a few
years later, so the subject turned rather
sombre. But I stuck at it, and after the
end of the course, for which I got my MA
in 2003, I kept going, and the dissertation
turned into the book, which has come out
this year as The Butcher of Amritsar.

Part of Jane’s course is about getting
your work published.  We visited literary
agents, went to the launch of Jane’s
book on Lutyens, The Architect and His
Wife, and practised putting together
proposals to submit to publishers.  All of
that, and an introduction by Jane, led to
my finding the firm of Hambledon and
London, the history publishers, who have
now brought out my book.  

As a result of studying at Buckingham, I
am now a published author. If Jane had
put that in her advertising literature back
in 2001, I would not have believed her!

Nigel Collett
(MA Biography’ 03)

University News

On 6 April, the University was pleased
to receive a half-day visit from a group
of 12 American university academics
and managers organised within the
American Council on Education Fellows
Program.

Universities represented within the
visiting group included Delaware,
Rhode Island, East Carolina,
Roosevelt, Webster, West Florida,
Brown, Eastern Michigan, Kent State,
Longwood, De Paul and Morehead
State. The Fellows Program gives
international study tour opportunities to
those on career paths to senior
management positions in American
universities and it is hoped that the visit
will provide UB with a number of very
useful contacts, which can be
developed in the future. 

This one-week study tour also included
visits to South Bank and Nottingham
Trent universities, and the group was
keen to visit UB to see how the UK’s

only independent university operates
alongside the public tertiary education
sector. 

Presentations were made by Mr Tim
Gutsell, Director of Marketing and
Admissions, the Vice Chancellor, Dr
Terence Kealey and Mr Jeremy
Howard, Director of the University’s
London Office. Subjects covered
included “The University of Buckingham

– what we offer”, “Our Vision for
Buckingham” and “Financing an
Independent University”. There followed
a lively question and answer session
and a very English tea with cucumber
sandwiches and scones and jam.
Finally, the group enjoyed a campus
tour led by David Stubbs (LLB’ 05),
Student Sabbatical Officer.

It is hoped that the visit will provide the
starting point for cordial and productive
future relationships.

Tim Gutsell
Director of Marketing & Admissions
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Mauritian Event May
2005

Rajiv Gujadhur and
Odile Ombrasine

Jennifer Shearman, Senior Lecturer in
Law, took the opportunity to meet alumni
in Mauritius whilst on a recruitment trip
there in May.  Approximately thirty alumni,
friends and family met at a lovely
restaurant owned by one of the alumni.  

Mr. & Mrs Sawar Joonas

Jennifer said  “It was wonderful to catch
up with former Buckingham students,
some of whom I had taught, and to hear
how well they are all doing.  I was able to
bring them news of Buckingham, and tell
them about the work that the Foundation
is doing for the new Medical School and
Max Beloff Centre”.

Jennifer Shearman and
Jean-Clément Crouche

It seems that Buckingham has provided
some of them with more than just a sound
educational basis to move on in the world
– two couples there 
had met during their time at Buckingham.

Some alumni were not able to attend - no
fewer than four Buckingham alumni were
standing in the general elections, 
which were taking place at that time!
Those alumni who attended were: -

Amar Bheenick and Mohammad Uteem

Gilles Athaw (LLB’ 01);
Amar Bheenick (LLM’ 01);
Jean-Clément Crouche (LLB’ 03);
Nigel Dowd (BSc Econ’ 92);
Jan Dowd (nee Fisk)(BSc Business
Studies’ 92);
Sharmila Gabriel (nee Kowlessur)
(BA European Literature and Comparative
Studies’ 92);
Thomas Gabriel (Computer Science’ 91);
Hema Goolaub (LLB’ 92);
Rajiv Gujadhur (LLB’ 02);
Sarwar Joonus (BSc Econ’ 89);
Farhad Khoyratty (BA English Literature’
94);
Teddy Lai Cheong (BSc AFM’ 97);
Jean Noel Lim How (BSc Computer
Science with Accounting’ 94);
Patrick Lim How (BSc Business Studies’
92);
Georgy Ng Wong Hing (LLB’ 93);
Jean-Christophe Ohsan-Bellepeau (LLB’
95);
Odile Ombrasine (LLB’ 02);
Sonali Sewraj (LLB’ 01);
Mohammad Uteem (LLB’ 93);
Derek Wong (BSc Computer Science with
Accounting’ 93)

Sharmila and Thomas Gabriel

Jennifer Shearman
Senior Lecturer in Law

Liberty in Theory
Lifetime Award

Prof. Norman Barry

Professor Norman Barry has been
presented with the ‘Liberty in Theory’
Lifetime Award. Our Vice Chancellor said:
- "Norman Barry is the embodiment of
Buckingham: a passionate libertarian, a
leading scholar and a superb teacher, he
is also a kind and indomitable colleague.
We love him and we are delighted - but
not surprised - that he has received this
award."

The award was granted to Professor Barry
at a special Banquet held at the National
Liberal Club. Dr. Chris Tame, founder and
Director of the Libertarian Alliance and Dr.
Sean Gabb, Director for Communications
and Editor of its journal, were there to
present the award. The LA in Britain is a
free market and civil liberties policy
institute. Every year it presents these
awards to those individuals whose writings
have represented a major contribution to
the development of freedom and
individual rights in the world. This year
Professor Norman Barry’s vast work was
recognised for its importance in the never
ending-struggle for liberty. 

Patricia C. Prada Jimenez
(BSc International Studies’ 06)

ADVERTISING

With a circulation of 8,500,
the Independent opens Advertising

Pages for all our alumni.

You are more than welcome to take this
opportunity to publicize your business. 

Please contact us with wording, logo
etc., and indicate the size you would

prefer. The costs will be:  quarter £50,
half £100, full £200, all in four colour

and based on A4 size sheet. 

If you have any queries, please contact: 
Patricia C. Prada Jimenez
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 820133

Email:
patricia.prada@buckingham.ac.uk



Post-Tsunami Sri Lanka
– Six Months

Patrick and other volunteers in the
village of Galle

My first impression of what has been
described as a pendant hanging from
the ear of India was its beauty; a
beautiful land with beautiful people, for
whom happiness is a commodity
available in abundance using only the
smallest of resources and in defiance
of the tragedy that dealt them a
weighty blow in every sense. 

Building temporary housing

Six months on, the effects of that day
are still shockingly apparent and the
coastal route from Colombo to Galle
and beyond, bear witness to the extent
of the destruction. The former humble
wooden homes that once graced the
shoreline are no more and little too
remains of the homes that were more
substantially built of concrete and brick,
their skeletons haunting the landscape.

Under the direction of Project Galle
2005, a privately funded charitable
trust established in the immediate
aftermath of the tsunami, my work
involved the fabrication and assembly
of transitional shelters – large wooden
sheds – that provide a relatively
comfortable home until permanent
housing is established. As huge 

numbers of families continue to live in
large encampments of tents, re-
housing is one of the Project’s greatest
priorities, along with a mother and child
nutrition program.

The task of creating a minimal degree
of normality, though, is only just
beginning and it needs the continued
assistance of volunteers in the relief
effort as well as the force of global
pressure to encourage the government
there to have a greater regard for its
own people. Bureaucracy and alleged
corruption still stand firmly in the way
of those most at need and those
attempting to assist. The Sri Lankan
people continue to smile, yet have had
no room to grieve; they deserve all the
energy that can be afforded them. 

The devastation of the tsunami

My thanks to many, but especially
Harin Sellahewa for inspiring the trip
with his own efforts and for giving up
his air miles to help with my air fare
and Nishan Weeratunge and his family
for recognising a stray at Bandaranaike
Airport and lavishing me with the best
of Sri Lankan hospitality on my first
night there.   

Patrick Byrne (LLB’ 06)

Quotes of the Season

Toks Kuforiji (LLB’ 03) ‘Message from
Buckingham regarding Hurricane
Katrina in New Orleans’.
Thank you for your heartfelt message. As
it happens the headquarters of my
company is in New Orleans and a large
number of our employees have been
really badly affected by this tragedy.
Many have lost homes, possessions and
some have lost everything. As a
company we will all feel the effects of this
disaster for a long time to come. It is
estimated that we will not have access to
our offices in the Business District of New
Orleans until, at best, the end of
November and this is in an area that was
not as badly affected as others.
We are grateful for your consideration
and once again THANK YOU for your
thoughts and prayers.

Kalim Ilyas (LLM’ 96) ‘Message from
Buckingham regarding the earthquake
that hit Pakistan, Kashmir and the
surrounding areas’
After the earthquake, I visited one of the
most affected areas “Balakot” to provide
them with some help. I was shocked to
see that every single building was
completely destroyed and almost 95% of
the people died in that area. The situation
over there is horrible and cannot be put
into words. Dead bodies were lying
everywhere. At this time of emergency,
the response of Pakistanis living in other
areas is unbelievable - people are
sending huge quantities of food, clothes,
shelter etc. to these areas but we all
know that the loss cannot be recovered.

Anita Hewey (LLB’ 02)
I was extremely pleased to receive the
birthday wish on behalf of the Alumni
office.  It’s a wish like this that reminds
me how special Buckingham University is
and I will never forget my experience.
Please say hello to my old tutors and
lecturers in the Law school on my behalf
(Dr. Susan Edwards, Ms. Olga Thomas,
Mr. Guy MacCrindle, Dr. Mary Welstead,
Ms. Walsh and Mr. Goldberg). Hopefully, I
haven’t left anyone out; but if so, it’s not
because they did not impact me in a
positive way; it’s just that with another
birthday I seem to lose a bit of my
memory.  

Banke Akintolu (LLB ’00)
The real birthday present for me is the
fact that you remembered my birthday
because it made me feel very special. I
am so touched.

12
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University News

Obituaries

Mrs. Marion Williams

It is with great sadness that we must let
you know of the death of Marion Williams,
a member of our Domestic Services
Department for 20 years.

Marion died suddenly on 12 May 2005 in
hospital and her family were with her.

Marion, who was due to retire this year,
leaves her husband Les and three
children. Julie, her daughter, is also on
the Domestic Services staff and we send
them all our deepest sympathies.
During her 20 years at the University
Marion was a strong support to many of
the students here, some of whom she
was in touch with long after they had left.
She was always ready to help ‘above and
beyond the call of duty’ and was a regular
marshal at the Graduation ceremonies.
Her cheerful face and wonderful wit will
be very much missed.

Mr. John Prodger

The University was very sorry to learn of
the death of John Prodger, who died on
27 May 2005.

Mr Prodger was a member of Council and
also served on the Finance and General
Purposes Committee. From 1996-2004
he was Chairman of our Trustees
Pension fund and was also a Human
Resource professional whose experience
was invaluable to the HR managers at
the University.  In 2003 he was awarded
an MBE for services to the community.

Sir Nigel Mobbs 

It is with great sadness that staff,
students and alumni at the University of
Buckingham heard of the death of Sir
Nigel Mobbs who died on 21 October
2005.
The Vice-Chancellor sent the following
message to all members of the
University:
“Sir Nigel was the Chairman of our
Council between 1987 and 1998, and to
my pleasure became a friend of mine.

He was a seriously good friend to this

University, a generous sponsor 
of scholarships, and generous with his
time, effort and connections. On
everybody’s behalf I shall be writing to
Lady Mobbs.”
He will be sadly missed by everyone here
and our deepest sympathies go to his
family. 

Dr Arthur Seldon 

The University was very sorry to learn of
the death of Arthur Seldon who died at
the age of 89 on 11 October 2005. He
has been involved with the University of
Buckingham since the very beginning and
had received his Honorary Degree from
the University in March 1999. 
Dr Seldon was one of the founders,
together with Lord Harris of High Cross,
who is also an Honorary Graduate of the
University, of the free -market Institute of
Economic Affairs (IEA), which is
considered to be a ‘parent’ to the
University.
For more information please click on the
link:
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/international
/aboutdept/hongrads/seldon.html

Foundation Office News 

Since my last report in July 2005, one of
the important things I have been doing
has been travelling in the US to
investigate and discuss fundraising. US
universities, as many of you are aware,
are expert in obtaining external funding to
finance scholarships and the general
endowment of the institution. In Salt Lake
City, where I also attended an
international family law conference, I was
able to talk to a number of people from
Brigham Young University about the
possibilities of US foundations making
funds available for the Max Beloff Centre
for Liberty.

This new Centre was established earlier
this year, under the most able
Directorship of Professor Martin Ricketts.
It will undertake research, hold seminars,
host visiting scholars and give an annual
lecture in honour of Max Beloff, one of
the founding fathers of Buckingham
University and the first principal of the
University College at Buckingham, as the
University was formerly known. A meeting
of enthusiastic supporters came to lunch
at the University in June to discuss the
mission statement of the new Centre. 

Next year is the 30th anniversary of the
University; many exciting events are at
the planning stage. High on my list of
proposed ventures for 2006 is to

commence raising money for the
renovation of Prebend House, the
beautiful but rather dilapidated house,
with which you are all familiar, in Hunter
Street.  We need to raise £2 million for
the project. Not only would the University
be able to use this splendid building to
house one of its departments but also the
town of Buckingham would be thrilled to
have such a famous historic landmark
restored. I would welcome your
contributions for this project.

The alumni fund was formally launched at
the end of last year; if you wish for further
information about the fund do please
contact me, or check the Foundation web
pages
http://www.buckingham.ac.uk/ubfoundation.
I am aiming to make personal contact
with all of you about this fund, but do
please bear with me as it will take a little
time to write to you all.

A number of generous donations have
been made in the last few months; Robert
Tomkinson, our wonderful ex-Chairman of
Council, bade us farewell in March, yet
remained with us in the form of a
continuing financial commitment to the
University. Stuart Wheeler, who was
originally a barrister before he set up a
most successful currency speculation and
spread betting company, has become a
Friend of the University and decided to
make a donation to it this year. Johnny
Hon, a fellow of the University, who
recently married one of our alumnae,

Selina Chen, and Patrick Phillips, the
former High Sheriff of Buckingham, have
also made generous donations. The
Foundation is enormously grateful for the
generosity of all our donors. Without their
help we would be unable to improve your
alma mater, and give scholarships to
enable those unable to afford the benefits
of the Buckingham experience.

Johnny Hon has also kindly offered to
help the Foundation raise funds,
particularly in Hong Kong and China, in
addition to helping us with marketing in
those countries. 

In November Rupert Carington, a
member of the University’s Council and a
Trustee of the Foundation, is hosting a
dinner at the University to introduce the
Foundation and the work of the University
to a small number of invited guests, who
he believes would like to learn more
about Buckingham and to help to support
us in our work. I will give you further
details of this event in the next issue of
the Independent.

Many of you will remember Femi Elias,
who lectured in International Law in the
Law School and who now works for the
UN in the Hague. Femi and his good
friend Dele Sosimi, have offered to bring
their Afrobeat Orchestra
(http://www.delesosimi.org) to
Buckingham in 2006 to help the
Foundation in its fundraising activities.
(continued on page 14)



(continued from page 13)
As soon as I have further details, I will let 
you know. 
The Foundation welcomes any help and
suggestions from all alumni; please let
Sarah Rush or me have your ideas. In
particular, do let me know if you would like
to participate in a new international
fundraising committee to help your
University move forward to another new
and exciting phase of its life. 
There are many people who are a great
support of the Foundation but in particular,
Sir Martin Jacomb, Dr Terence Kealey
and my invaluable assistant, Mrs. Sarah
Rush, all continue to help me in my task
as Director of the Foundation. I am most
grateful to all of them.
Do look at the Foundation web pages
where you will find information about the
work of the Foundation and please let me
have your comments.

Dr Mary Welstead
Director of the University of
Buckingham Foundation
Direct Line: +44 (0)1280 820263
Email:
mary.welstead@buckingham.ac.uk

Professor Alcock departs
to start new Law School
in Salford

It was with very mixed emotions that we
said goodbye to Professor Alistair Alcock
in September. Mixed, because on the one
hand we were delighted for him that he
has been asked to set up a brand new
Law School in Salford, but on the other
hand the University will sorely miss a
much loved and gifted colleague and
friend. As Professor of Corporate Law in
the Law School he has been one of our
foremost academics, and as a past Dean
of the Law School and latterly as Deputy
Vice-Chancellor he was an invaluable
administrator. Everyone in the University
will miss him. Nowhere will he be more
missed than in the Law School, where his
cheerful disposition and academic
reputation has made him a firm favourite
with staff and students for many years.
Professor Alcock joined the University in
1989 after a successful career in the City
as Director of Corporate Finance at UBS-
Phillips & Drew and has maintained his
interest in the regulation of the financial
services industry ever since. For many
years he has acted as Examiner for the
Securities Institute and is the current
editor of Gore-Browne on Company Law.
But many of our alumni will remember
quite another side to the multi- faceted
Professor Alcock; that of talented singer,

actor, pianist and raconteur! His
contributions to our staff & student
reviews are legendary - and we are still
wondering which member of staff will take
up this mantle. We shall be keeping in
close contact with Professor Alcock and
wish him well in his new venture – we
cannot help but think Salford are very
lucky to have captured such a gem!

Prof. Alcock and staff at his farewell
Party at the University

Charlotte Walsh
Dean of Law

New Professor of
International Law

The Law School is
fortunate to have been
able to appoint Professor
Jonathan Black-Branch
who joined us in
September as our new
Professor of International
Law. Professor Black-
Branch is a Barrister who
has taught at the

University of Oxford where he was a
research fellow at Wolfson College and
remains a Fellow of Greyfriars Hall. He
has published widely in the area of
international law, focussing on both public
and economic aspects. He is particularly
interested in comparative international
human rights and will be contributing to
both undergraduate and postgraduate
teaching.

Charlotte Walsh
Dean of Law

Third Student Sabbatical
Officer

Hi,
As some of you might remember I
replaced Scott Petri (BSc Business
Studies ’00) in 2002 adding a rather
more feminine touch to the Independent.
Oh Scott – would you believe it was such
a long time ago and originally I planned to
come to Buckingham for only 11 months?!
It is my fifth year in Buckingham and

believe me,
the place
hasn’t
changed at all.
What about
me? Well, I
came back to
the Publicity
Department in
October 2003
and I have
been working

as the Alumni Data Co-ordinator since
then. I am the person behind AlumNet
https://extranet.buckingham.ac.uk/alumnet/
e-birthday cards, the Independent mailing,
etc. I think being an alumna myself and
working for the University gives me a
rather different perspective. I hope it also
makes me more understanding and easier
to deal with as I went “through the
system” as well.
The best thing about my current job is the
people I work with. And I mean both in the
Alumni, and the Publicity Department
staff. I met my best friends in Buckingham
and had the most fantastic time here. I do
hope we will stay in touch forever, despite
our respective location. You know that
sometimes it takes me a while to reply to
your emails but there are so many coming
through… I even did the touch-typing
course to be able to reply to all of them a
bit more quickly! 
After my working hours I try to cope with
my hobbies and all the other ideas that
come into my head. For over two years I
have been doing my PhD (currently I’ve
got a year gap), Spanish and recently I
started playing golf. OK,  OK– not
“playing” but trying to hit a ball… In the
meantime I very much try to stay in touch
with everybody (I’m losing that battle),
visit as many friends as possible (as
much as my budget permits!), read, cook,
laugh and enjoy my life. At the end of the
day, life is too short to worry about things
all the time! Also, paraphrasing one of
you, some things are better if you wait for
them!
So, summing up – I’ve got one more
announcement to make – my family has
increased – recently I adopted a gorgeous
black cat called Kicia. Finally, stretching
your patience a bit more – I would like to
say a HUGE thanks to Filiz Yuksel (LLM
’05) whom I visited in September. She
coped with me for the whole week and
was the best tour-guide ever in Istanbul.
Filiz was my dearest friend here, in
Buckingham and it was very moving to
see her again. So guys, who will I visit
next?!
Let’s stay in touch and best greetings
from Buckingham!

Suzanna Tomassi (MSc Service
Management ’02)
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The Ondaatje Fellowship - (or A Course in Canuck Country!)

I cannot lie - It
was with some
trepidation that
in August 2004
I embarked
upon the latest
phase of the
academic
career I began
at the
University of
Buckingham.
This became a
life chapter

since referred to affectionately as
“Setará’s Amazing Canadian Adventure”!
Having graduated from the University of
Buckingham with a First in Literature in
February 2004, I was still glowing with
achievement as I boarded the plane that
was to take me across the Atlantic to
Toronto, Canada. Setará the self-styled
academic adventurer was to become the
first Ondaatje Scholar to Massey College.
For those of you who remain unaware of
this fêted Sri Lankan family may I refer
you to Sir Christopher’s many published
works (Hemingway in Africa, In the
Shadow of Leonard Woolf) or alternatively
to the National Gallery in London, a major
recipient of his philanthropy.  However, it
is not merely the cachet of the Ondaatje
name that makes this an exceptional
scholarship. Allow me to introduce you to
the phenomenon that is the Massey
academic family.

It will not be easy to sum up the
experience of being a Junior Fellow for an
entire year – but I will do my best. To
begin with I must mention the instant and
ineffable sense of coming home, fostered
by the unexpectedly familiar Oxbridge-like
surroundings. To convey this impression
dear reader, allow me to take you through
the portcullis gateway into the Massey
quadrangle, a cloistered garden of glades
and fountains reminiscent of a Gothic
romance. In this enchanted place sixty
fortunate graduate students overcome
scholastic hurdles to become Masters
and Doctors of letters, and in turn each
graduate signs the leather-bound volume
registering their inclusion as lifelong
members of the college fraternity. 

From your first sherry evening within the
walls of 4 Devonshire Place it is apparent
that Massey traditions are going to be a
major part of your graduate experience.
The college was founded by Vincent
Massey, the first Canadian born
Governor-General of Ontario, whose
name may be more familiar in association
with that indestructible beast beloved of
British farmers - the Massey Ferguson
tractor. This august foundation had an

equally famed architect in the person of
Canadian Ron Thom who designed the
award-winning and unique buildings, and
as if that were not sufficient, the first
master was the renowned writer and
raconteur Robertson Davies whose spirit
is said to linger benevolently. Visitors
noting the shininess of Robertson Davies’
bronze bust are informed that junior
fellows consumed with academic angst
still rub his nose for luck each time they
pass by!

Yet I would not wish you to think that the
stone clad halls of residence and the
formality of the dinner bell, academic
gown, and Latin grace, indicate a stuffily
dull traditionalism. Indeed, Massey
manages to achieve a delightful paradox -
the best of British formality combined with
genuine Canadian warmth. On your
welcome evening (called somewhat
archly the “Night of Pretentiousness”) you
are informed by Master John Fraser that
the only college rule is to treat other
fellows with consideration. I have to admit
to feeling initially a shade cynical but a
few weeks in halls proved that what
seemed a naive and incredible code of
conduct, actually works pretty effectively.
The family ethos is casually reinforced by
the behaviour of college staff and
although I only mention two of them here,
they are all cut from the same welcoming
cloth. Super capable registrar Geraldine
Sharpe’s donations of quilts and lamps
made this student’s life more comfortable,
and Peter the bursar’s patient humour
gradually unravelled the arcane mysteries
of opening a Canadian bank account with
a British cheque.

I have not yet mentioned the stellar
calibre of the University of Toronto 
lecturers and many of these are
themselves Massey Senior Fellows and
therefore available for dinner
conversation. In addition there is a writer
in residence (last year it was George
Featherling) and five Journalism Fellows
to add a spice of worldliness to the
intellectural mix. And for this literature
student the most wonderful of all was to
be mixing with authors of the calibre of
Margaret Attwood, Rohinton Mistry and
Paul Quarrington. Not to mention having
Senior Fellow and poet Ian Burgham read
me his verses even before publication!

In choosing Massey memories I must
include the trips that I made across this
vast country. My selection has to include
Canada Day on Parliament Hill in Ottawa,
the seat of government – a mass of red
and white painted faces (and yes… they
included mine!) -joyfully celebrating a
nation still very much in the making. Or
the bliss of galloping the trail in British

Columbia, one hand on the reins and the
other holding on to my cowboy hat for
dear life! And the oddness of eating
Maple syrup frozen straight from the snow
in Montreal where the francophone
population skilfully blends the best of
European and North American culture.
My final memory is an endless
succession of vivid blue skies reflecting
the brilliant white snow of a Toronto
winter, bringing the realisation that in
minus 40 degrees there really is no such
thing as a hat too silly to be worn.

As I regard my Canadian Adventure from
the other side of the ‘pond’ I feel a sense
of joyful expansion and the stretching that
only comes from a worthy intellectual and
emotional challenge. I am honoured to
have been the first Ondaatje Scholar and
I consider Massey College to be an
extension of the University of Buckingham
in the warmth of its welcome and its
vision of the academic family. A piece of
this Ondaatje Scholar remains within the
walls of Devonshire Place and I will return
to claim it before too long!

Setará A. L. Green BA (Hons), MA
London

18th September 2005
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Fulbright Commission
Scholarships

Carol Madison Graham, executive
director of the US-UK Fulbright
Commission, visited Buckingham on
Wednesday, 2nd March. Ms Graham
met Dr Kealey and had a brief tour of
the Hunter Street campus. Prior to her
appointment in 2002, she served as a
US diplomat in the United Arab
Emirates, France, Lebanon and
Tunisia, and she has taught Middle
East history and politics at the college
level. Originally from Cleveland, Ohio,
Ms Graham holds an undergraduate
degree and two masters degrees from
Georgetown University in Washington.
The US-UK Fulbright Commission
oversees the Fulbright Fellowship
programme, established by Senator J
William Fulbright of Arkansas, a former
Rhodes Scholar. Senator Fulbright
initiated the Fulbright programme
shortly after World War II, as he
believed educational exchange would
promote understanding between
individuals, institutions and future
leaders.

The Fulbright programme is now one of
the most prestigious award
programmes worldwide, operating in
144 countries with 51 commissions.
More Fulbright alumni have won Nobel
Prizes than those of any other
academic programme, including two in
2002.
Ms Graham is interested in
encouraging Buckingham students to
apply for Fulbright Awards. Application
forms are available from the Fulbright
Commission and are accepted from
May, with deadlines in the autumn and
interviews in January. The list of recent
US and UK Fulbrighters is impressive,
to say the least, including Alex Edmans,
Oxford’s highest double first recipient
and Tanvir Hussain from Rice
University in Texas whose papers won
all top three awards for best research
paper of 2004. However, not all UK
Fulbrighters are from Oxbridge, and
Buckingham students should be
encouraged to apply. Ms Graham
hopes to develop a relationship with
Buckingham, not only to encourage
students to apply for awards but also
for Buckingham to host US Fulbright
Scholars.

David Stubbs (LLB’ 05)

President & C.E.O.
Email:  joeham@hcrealtors.com
Website: www.josephhamilton.com
Cell: +1649-241-4823

1st Vice President 
Email: gwen@hcrealtors.com

Website:www.hcrealtors.com/gwen
Tel: +1242-352-2371

Director/Secretary
Email: arthur@hcrealtors.com

Website:www.arthurwhamilton.com
Cell: +1649-241-4823

To All Alumni

This publication is for you and
if you would like input into the

next issue, please send
comments and ideas to Anne

Matsuoka.

The next publication we produce
will contain more information,
updating you on where alumni

are these days and what they are
up to.

Please Note:
Copy for the next issue required

by
10th February 2006

www.buckingham.ac.uk


