
Visit from Honourable Judge Kita Odiete-Georgemann
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It was a great honour for the University
of Buckingham to welcome the
Honourable Justice K.O Odiete-
Georgemann (Mrs) from Nigeria on
Friday, 29 August 2003.

Justice Odiete-Georgemann was
amongst the first intake of Law students
at the University, graduating in 1979.

After completing an LLM at Queen Mary
College, London, she returned home to
study for the Nigerian Bar and was
appointed to the Nigerian High Court in
1995 as one of its first female judges.

After revisiting her old haunts at the
Hunter Street Campus, Justice Odiete -
Georgemann was entertained to lunch
by the Vice Chancellor, Dr Terence

‘School fees for all would sort out
education’ - Dr Kealey wrote an
article for The Times on 15 April
proposing that parents pay for their
children’s education.

‘Poor marks for IDS, the new
Marxist on the block’ – Dr Kealey ‘s
article discusses the Tory proposals
to abolish university top up fees in
The Times on 14 May. This same
article was referred to and extracts
re-printed in The Guardian on the 
15 May.

‘An American in London’ – an
article in The Independent on the 
3 July discusses independence in
American and British universities. The
article describes Buckingham as ‘the
only private British university’ and
quotes Dr Kealey.

‘Take the American way for first
class universities’ – this was the
title of an article appearing in The
Times on the 25 July. The article,
written by Dr Kealey, deals with

government funding and controls in
universities in Britain.

‘Legally Blonde’ – Buckingham
Alumnus Joan Gandolfi talks about
her career in the legal profession in
The Times on 12 August.

‘Proctoids’ leader breaks his
silence’ – Chris de Lapuente the UK
head of Procter & Gamble and
alumnus of the University gives a
personal interview in The Sunday
Times on the 3 August.

‘A PhD is latest achievement’ – Dr
Frank Lefley, alumnus of the
University, is featured in the
Bridlington Free Press on the 
7 August as a result of achieving a
PhD from the University of London.

‘… think the new visa extension
charges should be scrapped’
–Alumnus and postgraduate law
student Sharone Parnes gives his
views on this topic in The THES on
the 8 August.

Message from
the Vice-Chancellor

The opening of a
new department is
always an important
occasion for a
university, but the
department we are
opening this year –
the Department of
Education - is

designed to impact the whole nation.

The Department is staffed by
outstanding academics. The head,
Professor Anthony O’Hear, is the
Director of the Royal Institute of
Philosophy and the editor of the journal
Philosophy. He is joined by Professor
Chris Woodhead, who was Her
Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Schools,
and by Professor Denis O’Keeffe, the
truancy expert, who edits the political
magazine The Salisbury Review.

The Department has already
inaugurated its first course, a Teachers’
Training Course accredited by the
Government’s TQA and run in
association with Mr Jim Hudson OBE,
the Headmaster of Two Mile Ash School
in Milton Keynes. Moreover, the course
has now been accredited by the
Headmasters’ and Headmistresses’
Conference (the association of the
leading UK independent schools) and
we will shortly be issuing our first
PGCEs to HMC teacher trainees.

We could not have launched these
initiatives without the support of the
Dixons and Weston Foundations, and we
thank them profoundly. We also thank Mr
Eddie Shoesmith and Professors Martin
Ricketts and John Clarke for their
administrative support.

We are creating at Buckingham a
department that will help transform the
teaching and research of education in
the UK. British schools disappoint too
many pupils and parents, but our
department will challenge the statist
orthodoxies that have ruled for too long.

Dr Terence Kealey
Vice-Chancellor
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Never let it be
said that life at
the University of
Buckingham is
dull!  These

past few months have been busy and fun,
but also with some sad farewells.

Firstly I would just like to let you know that
Lynne Burgess, our Data Support Officer,
has moved on and we send her our very
best wishes in her new post in Oxford.
Her work with the alumni via the database
and AlumNet has been absolutely
invaluable and our thanks go to her for the
tremendous amount of work she has put
in over the past three years. Whilst we
are recruiting for a new person to take on
this work, please rest assured that all your
queries will be answered via the AlumNet
website, or the alumni@buckingham.ac.uk
email address.

Hilary Baxter, who spent a very busy year
here working with our marketing
personnel, has also left and we wish her
well for the future. Professor Alistair
Alcock (whom many of you will
remember) has taken on the overall
responsibility for the Marketing and

Admissions, as he so ably did a few years
ago, and will be assisted in this by Debbie
Millns.

Professor Keith Shaw recently retired and
has been awarded the title of Emeritus
Professor. Please see page 9 for news of
his leaving party.

In the Law School there is now a new
Dean. John Halladay retired from this
post recently and Charlotte Walsh has
taken up the position. She is very keen to
maintain links with alumni around the
world and we are working together with
Charlotte and Sheena McMurtrie to bring
together our contacts from the Law School
in order to push forward our ‘networking’,
as well as other proposals, worldwide.

With the same aims in mind we are also
working closely with Marcus Williams (see
page 12) who has taken the position of
Careers Officer to cover the maternity
leave of Tracy Dunkley.

Many of you will, I am sure, be absolutely
delighted to hear that Dr Mary Skinner
has very kindly offered to help us with our
overseas alumni relations. She will be

working with us to ensure that we reach
as many of you as possible and that we
give you as much support and
encouragement as we can in arranging
overseas events and inaugurating country
groups, and just generally staying in touch
with the University.

I must apologise for the fact that the
AlumNet “networking” page is not yet
online, but rest assured that we are
working to re-do the AlumNet pages as
soon as we possibly can, and I will keep
you informed.

In the meantime, there will be a smaller
Christmas party held on Thursday, 18
December (see back page) and for
advance bookings please don’t hesitate to
get in touch. As this will be a smaller
event, please don’t leave it too late.

If anyone has any questions, ideas, news
or queries, please don’t hesitate to contact
me on:

Email:
anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk
Tel: +44 (0) 1280  820338
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Editor’s News

Dear Friends,

Let me introduce myself by first sincerely
apologising for having to replace our friend
and alumna Suzanna Tomassi (MSc
Service Management ‘02) both in the
PR/Alumni Department of the University
and on these prominent columns. It seems
next to impossible to find a substitute for
Suzanna’s friendly attitude, her easygoing
flare and… that cheeky smile! But, as times
go by, so do people change places and…
here I am, the “new kid on the block”.

Since I haven’t got a business card yet, I
shall resort to the following:

“Emil R. Vassilev, 35 years old, single, full
driving license and clean criminal record.
Hard to crack. Blunt, with a smile. To
respond to this, dial +44 (0) 1280 820230 or
e-mail emil.vassilev@buckingham.ac.uk”.

Two University of Buckingham degrees
(MBA’02; LL.M’03), and a compulsive
ambition to be ahead of the pack, brought
me into the PR/Alumni Department where I
am enjoying the everyday privilege of
working in a team with three sharp brains,
whose external appearance luckily happens

to be that of gorgeous women. Needless to
say, we hit it off from the start.

I was racking my brain about presenting
you with a dispassionate view of today’s
University of Buckingham. But this is like
having a full English breakfast consisting of
only the toast. So, I am opting instead for a
passionate and even “politically incorrect”
view.

As you have already seen in the
“Buckingham in the News” section the
heated debate on the top-up fees strangely
omits a very important point, i.e. the fact
that Buckingham pioneered the two-year
degree 26 years ago. Yes, albeit sluggishly,
higher education in the UK is getting
BUCKINGHAMISED! This is true, but who
has heard of The University of Buckingham
apart from the relatives and friends of those
of us who studied here?!

The time has come to let the world out
there know that our University has more to
it than the ‘degree factory’ for some, the
highly praised multi-cultural experience for
others, and the beautiful countryside. This
University should grow further than that,
raise its overall standards even higher,

specialize in what
it excels in and
improve its
reputation. In fact,
we have already
embarked on a series of reforms in order to
change the public perception, not only in
terms of positive word-of-mouth, but also by
the formal seals of approval from various
accreditation bodies and league-tables.

If you are still reading this, then you can
help. We want you on board. You are the
people who can lead by example and
convince the rest of the public that the
University of Buckingham is reputable and
trustworthy. How to do it?

Sport your Buckingham ties or T-shirts (if
you haven’t got one – come along and buy
it) now and then in the office. Take a more
active part in the events organised by the
University. Visit our campus once in a while,
give lectures, and share your experiences.
Employ Buckingham graduates…

Become Buckingham diehards!

Yours truly,
Emil Vassilev

Emil’s News



Kealey, together with Mrs Charlotte
Walsh (Dean of the Law School),
Professor Andrew Durand,
Professor Alistair Alcock, George
Jones (President of the Law
Society), Olumide Ogunkelu (Vice-
President of the Law Society) and
Yemisi Fajimolu (President of the
Nigerian Society).

Professor Durand was particularly
pleased to welcome her back as he
had been one of her lecturers
during her time as an
undergraduate and remembered her
well.

In the afternoon she was
accompanied on a tour of the Law
School at Verney park by students
representing the Student Law
Society and the University Nigerian
Society before meeting with a
group of Nigerian law students and
being kind enough to answer their
many questions.

During tea with Mrs Charlotte
Walsh, Justice Odiete-
Georgemann expressed a strong
desire to become involved with the
Alumni Association in Nigeria on
her return home. Apparently she
had wanted to visit Buckingham for
some time, but her busy life had
prevented her doing so. However,
her interest in revisiting the
University was rekindled when a
Buckingham Alumnus visited her
Chambers and gave her a copy of
the Independent.

Charlotte Walsh

It all started with a straightforward plan – to
raise money for charity. The target of £1000
would have been split between WarChild and
the Buckingham Hospital. Last but not least
among the aims was to have as much fun as
possible.

Each day of the University of Buckingham
Rag Week (11 – 17 August 2003) had a
different theme according to which staff and
students had to dress  – from retro to cross-
dressing to sports kit and national attire.
Hence, the RAG Police were fiercely
enforcing the RAG (Dress-up-or-be-fined)
Law fining all those who did not conform.
Yes, there were many who got fined but also
quite a few who enjoyed “coming out of the
closet”.

However, it did not stop there – Charity
Bazaar with cultural stalls, musical and dance
performances, games and car boot sale on
Monday; Mr and Miss Buckingham Beauty
Pageant on Tuesday; Chancellor’s Cup Finale
on Wednesday; the official celebration of
Pakistan’s Independence Day on Thursday
and India’s on Friday.

The Grand Finale of Rag Week came on
Saturday when the celebrations started with

the hilarious Round Robin Fun Tennis
Tournament. Among the alumni who visited
us on that day were Francois de la Croix
Vaubois (BSc Business Studies ’89), Julian
Pycraft (LLB ‘82), Karel Slajs (BSc Econ ‘99)
and Nathalie Slajs (MA Heritage Tourism
Management ’99). Encouraged by Emil
Vassilev (MBA ‘02; LLM ‘03) and a cheerful
crowd of students and staff all showed some
exceptional abilities in playing tennis with
frying pans and bin lids, while suitably
dressed in anything from army uniforms to
wigs and kitchen aprons.

In the OTM by midnight, the RAG BALL was
in full swing!!! The Hypnotist mingled with the
crowd, amazing and perhaps scaring the
guests with the startling accuracy of his
illusions. Then, in the Refectory the show got
under way with our dancers, followed by an
hour-long stint from the Hypnotist, rounding
off nicely with Blind Date. Meanwhile,
elsewhere in the building, the Bar was vibrant
and busy, the casino pulled a crowd, as did
the motor racing circuit. The studio was

packed too, with
partygoers, dancing
away until 5.30 in
the morning!!
Finally, the “People
Auction” raised yet
more money.

The Grand Total of
the RAG Week
amounted to
£2763.47, which
was almost three times more than the original
target. It all became possible thanks to the
efforts and the contributions of students, staff
and alumni.

It has been truly amazing to see that we have
all pulled together to make the process of
raising money for charity both a memorable
and enjoyable experience and, last but not
least, I have to thank my team-mates in the
Buckingham Students Union Executive who
made me feel genuinely proud to have been
part of it.

Aline Kellinghusen – President of the
Students Union Executive Committee

Rag Week 2003
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After graduating from
Buckingham in 1995 I
completed my Bar
Vocational Course in
London and practiced
at the Bar in
Northampton gaining
advocacy experience
in the criminal field.
After representing a
racing team in a

commercial dispute with their chief engineer,
which we won, I was invited to Monaco for
the Grand Prix. That, together with a number
of other factors made me look more closely
at commercial work.

In August 1999 I packed my bags and
jumped on a plane to Bermuda where I
joined a small firm as an Attorney (fused
profession). I had a friend there who had
been in my tutorial group at Buckingham,
and it was all his fault really. The experience
I gained was absolutely superb –
international fraud and asset tracing,
insolvency, insurance and some telecoms
work. The Bermuda Bar is full of people
who have been to Buckingham, and I was
regularly working with (and against!) other
Alumni.

It was in at the deep end though, and a
steep learning curve, since, although
Bermuda law is based on English common
law, it is by no means the same. If, for
example, Bermuda does not adopt a UK Act
of Parliament as part of its own legislation,
as a lawyer you cannot rely on it. For
instance, there is no Unfair Contract Terms
Act in Bermuda, no competition legislation
and no CPR (Civil Procedure Rules) as we
know them (the rules of the court are the
Rules of the Supreme Court as were used
in England in 1977). Many differences exist
in relation not only to the law, but to
Bermuda’s placing as an international
offshore financial centre, and that fact
prompted me to write an article for the
Journal of Financial Crime on the difficulties
involved in freezing assets in offshore
jurisdictions.

Bermuda is one of the most beautiful places
on Earth, the people are great and it is
clean and safe. Where else can you do a
day’s work and then go for a walk on a
beach afterwards?  Then there is the scuba
diving amongst the many ship wrecks, the
weather and of course, the best seafood.

Needing a professional change however, I
hung up my Bermuda shorts and returned to
the UK last summer and now practice as a
barrister at Merchant Chambers in
Manchester, the only specialist commercial
set of Chambers in the area. My practice
encompasses all areas of company-
commercial disputes including fraud,
corporate insolvency, contract and the
investigation and prosecution of companies
by various Government departments,
including the disqualification of directors by
the Secretary of State (a subject on which I
give national seminars to solicitors). I still
advise Bermuda law firms, and advise on
and undertake international litigation
involving mainly Europe and America.

I return to Buckingham regularly, and look
forward in particular to returning in October
to meet current students and assist with the
Legal Workshop 2003. If anyone is in
Manchester at any point, then do not
hesitate to drop me a line.

Pepin Aslett (LLB ’95)
www.merchantchambers.com
pepin@6internet.com

Rashid Hossen (LLB ’80) takes up
new appointment

The Public
Service
Commission has
appointed
Intermediate
Court magistrate
Rashid Hossen as
the new deputy
chairman of the
Permanent

Arbitration Tribunal (PAT). In Mauritius he
will take up his new duties as soon as he
is released from his post as magistrate.
The PAT, a key body in the judiciary, was
created in the 1960s to settle disputes
between employers and trade unions in
the private sector. This job remained
vacant for ten years.

After his studies in law at the University
of Buckingham, Mr Hossen was called to
the bar at Middle Temple in 1981.

Back in Mauritius, he joined the
chambers of Sir Hamid Moollan QC for
his pupilage, before swearing in as
lawyer there. He practiced as a private
barrister for some time before joining the
judiciary.

He was later appointed Crown Counsel,
then promoted to work as Magistrate at
the Rodrigues District Court. He also
chaired several district courts around the
country. One of the major cases which
he tried during his career, was the

preliminary enquiry into the Azor
Adelaide murder case before the Central
Flacq District Court. The main suspect in
the case was the late leader of the
PMSD and barrister Sir Gaëtan Duval.

Gopalakrishna Jayarajan (LLB ’98)
sent us the following news:

I am currently with the Attorney
General’s Chambers as Assistant Public
Prosecutor for 3 years in the Criminal
Justice Division.

I hold two Master’s degrees - one in
Computer Science and the other in
Training and Development in
Performance Management. I obtained
both degrees in the U.K.

My work as a Public Prosecutor
comprises prosecuting general and
specific crimes in the Subordinate Courts
of Singapore.

I handle cases of drug trafficking and
consumption of drugs from A, B, C
drugs, robbery, cheating, house breaking
and computer hacking to name a few
areas. I also conduct trials and Video Pre
-Trial Conferencing. I enjoy my work very
much, since I am able to contribute and
serve the public to make our environment
a safe, peaceful and a beautiful place to
live in.

Aderonke Nwadike-Oshin (LLB ’96)
sent us this reply to our birthday
greeting:

Time has flown since leaving
Buckingham in 1995. So much has
happened. After obtaining my LLB I did
the Legal Practice Course at the
University of Westminster.

I returned to Nigeria in 1999 and went to
the Law School. I was amongst the
pioneer set of students in a remote
village in Abuja with inefficient power
supply, erratic water supply…that is
another story in itself. I managed to leave
with a 2.1 (I was determined not to return
for any re-sits…) Several alumni were at
the Law School at the same time, and
we often reminisced about the good old
days in Buckingham.

After my call to the Nigerian Bar, I began
work as a programme associate at the
Ford Foundations Office for West Africa
making grants for Economic and
Environmental Development. In 2000, I
attended the International Bar
Association Conference in Amsterdam,
and met my husband.

Things happened very quickly, I moved to
Amsterdam in August 2002, got married
in Aalborg, Denmark in December 2001
and have been blessed with the most
gorgeous daughter Demi (please see
her picture on page 7) in June 2002.

I now work for KPMG International
Headquarters and am still struggling with
my Dutch and driving!!
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Dr. Frank Lefley
Ph.D. MPhil MSc DMS FCIS FAIA
FRSA
I wish to inform the alumni association of
Buckingham University that I have been
awarded a PhD from the University of
London for my research work over the
past five years having studied at both
Imperial College and Royal Holloway
College. My thesis was based on my
development of the Financial Appraisal
Profile (FAP) Model of capital investment
appraisal. I received my MPhil in
accounting and financial management at
the University of Buckingham in 1997.

Olga Rumble (BA European Studies
’91) sent this information:
I have just received my latest copy of the
Independent - it is always good to hear
how everyone is getting on.
I am still working for Yell and have been
promoted recently - I am working as a
Senior Project Manager focusing mainly
on our new media area, e.g. Yell.com. I
have also recently completed my MBA at
Henley Management College, so have
had enough studying for now.

Mamoon Khan (LLB ’99)
I graduated in Law from Buckingham in
1999 and went on to Kings College
London to do the LLM. Subsequently I
was called to the Bar in England after
which I worked in the City as a trainee
with Clyde & Co, a law firm. Since
January 2003 I have moved back to
Karachi (Pakistan) and now continue
practising corporate law with a firm
called Orr Dignam & Co.

Pei Yu (MSc International Hotel
Management ’99)
After graduating from Buckingham, I took
on another MSc course at Air Transport
in Cranfield University (from 1999-2000).
I have finished the program and now I
am back in Taiwan.

My job is working for CAA (Civil
Aeronautics Administration) -as an
aerodrome certification officer. I am quite
happy with the job and my life here.

I have not managed to keep in touch with
any of my classmates from Buckingham.
It’s a pity. If I could get hold of Paul
Telford and Christian Golden I would
really like to keep in touch with them.
That will be great! 

Jane Russell informed us that Rod
Attride-Stirling (LLB ’90) has been
appointed Honorary Secretary to the
Bermuda Bar Association Council and
Marc Telemaque (LLB ’91) is now
Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of
Transport of Bermuda.

Laurence Jones
(LLB ’98; LLM ’00)
These days I am an attorney working for
the Betting, Gaming and Lotteries
Commission. We are a statutory body
that regulates gambling in Jamaica.

On the side, I have been helping my dad
with his real estate and insurance
business. So I guess you could say that
I am kept busy.

Mukta Mahajani (LLB ’98) informed us
that she is currently working in the field
of legal research based in Bombay and
has recently successfully completed a
course in Negotiation Skills from Harvard
Law School, USA.

John Bicheno informed us that Matthias
Holweg, who obtained his MSc by
research at Buckingham in 1998, has
been appointed as a lecturer at the
Judge Institute of Management Studies
at Cambridge University. After leaving
Buckingham, Matthias completed a Ph.D.
at the Lean Enterprise Research Centre,
Cardiff Business School, and spent this
year at MIT in Boston as a Sloan Fellow.
He has just completed a book on Build to
Order manufacturing and has published
two papers in the prestigious Sloan
Management Review.

I am sure, writes Charlotte Walsh, you
will be delighted to hear that Smita
Kheria (LLB ’02) has just been awarded
a first in her LLM at Cambridge. It’s
always good to hear our Alumni are so
successful!

Julian Pycraft (LLB ‘82) is a property

developer and has found his law degree

particularly helpful in negotiating;

property acquisitions, bank loans, building

contracts, landlord & tenant and tort. One

of his ventures has been the conversion

of a ruined undertaker’s shop into ad lib

– the listed fashionable Chelsea cocktail

bar. ad lib welcomes alumni, staff and

students in September and October with

a free bottle of champagne for two

between 18.00 -20.00 hrs. Special deals

are offered for parties and reunions.

Tables must be pre-booked by contacting

Dylan tel: 020 7376 7775 or email:

info@adlib246.com ad lib, 246 Fulham

Road, London SW10

(www.adlib246.com),

In the interests of networking and
providing information of this kind to
all alumni, for alumni, we would
welcome information from anyone else
who has a restaurant/entertainment
establishment that they would like to
mention. In the next issue of the
Independent we will devote a page to
promoting alumni with a business in
the field.

Quotes of the Season

Dear Friends,
I’m indeed touched by the sincere
thoughtfulness of my Alumni friends of
this beautiful University of Buckingham,
long to be remembered in my heart as
the most pleasant seat of learning ever to
attract the discerning, and to all lovers of
knowledge wherever they are in this
already borderless global village.
Today is my birthday, and the birthday
wishes from all of you through my
computer smack on the day, do greatly
deserve a BIG THANK YOU expressed
from my inmost heart to all my alumni
friends. May our UNIVERSITY be always
at the fore.
Thank you,
Yours Sincerely,
Zainal Abidin (LLB ’79)

Dr & Mrs Frank Lefley
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Engagements, Marriages..

Engagements
Marushka Thanawalla (BSc Econ ’96;
MSc Business Econ ’97) got engaged in
July 2003 and is going to get married by
the end of this year.

Marriages
Francois de la Croix-Vaubois (BSc
Business Studies ‘89) married Polly
Holland on 30th August 2003, in
Somerset, UK. Polly and Franco are also
the proud parents of Daisy, born on 8
April 2003, weighing in at 7lbs 14oz.
Franco and Polly live in London and can
be reached via the alumni website.

Joanna Stephanides (LLB ’95) got
married to Aggis in 2000, in Cyprus. On
the 15th January 2003 Joanna gave birth
to a baby girl called Andria. Joanna still
works for Barclays Bank PLC,
International Banking Unit in Nicosia,
Cyprus.

My name is Uzoamaka Izuora (LLB ‘98).
I got engaged in September last year, to a
lovely man, Michael Nsien who I met in
Dallas, Texas, USA, at a Nigerian
function. It seemed inevitable that I would
be moving to the States very soon... so I
attended the Law Ball end of last year,
which gave me the opportunity to see my
former tutors, former classmates and the
new students as well. I had a great time
dancing, taking pictures and catching up
with them.

I left my job as a Council Tax and Benefits
Officer at Brent Council, London to be
with my fiancé in Tulsa, Oklahoma where I
am hoping to practice as a lawyer. He and
I went to our country, Nigeria, in April this
year to perform a traditional wedding in
the African way. It was very cultural and
colourful.

We officially got married in a church on
the 26th of July 2003, exactly a week
after my birthday (19th July).
Imagine! Double celebration.

Tolulope (Tolu) Aboaba-Oyesile (LLM
’03) got married to Dr Tunde Oyesile on
27 April 2003. Here is Tolu’s recollection
of the wedding: Well, what can I say
about the ceremony? To start with, I had
real fun! The ceremony took place at the
University of Lagos and we had about
three thousand guests at the reception.
The ceremony lasted for about three days
- the traditional ceremony, which was very
colourful, took place first and the church
wedding afterwards, on 1 May 2003.
The traditional ceremony is thought of as
the main wedding in Nigeria because that
is where the two families come together
and actually pay the dowry and officially
ask for the bride’s hand in marriage.

Amy Chan (BSc Information Systems &
Accounting ’00)
I was surprised when I read the latest
Independent and saw that one of my
friends had got married - Denis Chau, and
another already has a baby - Winnie Ng.

Anyway, I think it would be a good idea to
let them know that I am also  married -
my wedding registration was in March
2003 and the wedding banquet will be
held in December 2003. The
Independent is really a success, keep up

the good work!
Bukunola (Bukki) Onilari-Adedeji (MBA

’00) recently got married to Dele Adedeji.

Damian Mifsud (BSc Business Studies
’94) got married in July 2003, in Malta.
Unfortunately, at this stage we are unable
to provide you with any additional
information or show you any pictures from
the wedding, but Damian has told us that
it was attended by a nice bunch of
Buckingham alumni. Watch this space in
the next Independent for detailed
coverage of Damian’s wedding.

Lydia-Mary Mabere (BA ELC ’92) got
married on 26 July 2003 to Vyacheslav

Khabibulin, in Pegoes Velhos, Portugal.

Belinda Ash (Eng Lit ‘01) was married to
Marc Gross on 7th June in Henley on
Thames. Other alumni who were present
to celebrate with them were Djamila
Abo-Hatab (Psychology ‘01), Renee St.
Rose (Law ‘01), Ian Tellam
(Psychology/Business Studies ‘01) and
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..and Births

Vikram Lokur (BSc Econ ’95) and his
wife Linda had a baby girl, Sanya, in
November 2002.

Dr Claus Peter Schruender (BSc
Computer Science ’92; Msc ’95; PhD
’98) married Constanze Gonzalez on
October 14th 2002 and on July 10th 2003
their son Santiago was born. In Claus
Peter’s words “Everyone is healthy and
happy!”

Iban Ortuzar (BSc Econ ’92) and his wife
Rosario had a baby girl, Luisa, born on
13 February 2003.

Stephen Akinsanya (LL.B ’92) and his
wife Elsie had a baby boy. Stephen sent
us the following announcement:
I am also the proud father of baby Daniel
born 29th May 2003. He was 8lbs 15oz
and he is adorable. I have enclosed a
photo for you to look at and announce to
all my old friends in the Independent.

Barry Clifton has informed us that
Vanessa Tetteh (nee Amoah) (BSc
European Business Management ’94;
DPhil Business ’99) had phoned from
the USA earlier in the year to let him
know that a baby was on the way.
Later on Vanessa, accompanied by baby
Christelle, born on 18 April 2003, passed
through the UK on her way back to Ghana
in July.
Barry Clifton went with another friend from
Buckingham who remembers Vanessa,
and they spent about two and a half
hours catching up on their news and
passing the baby around!
Vanessa would love to hear from anyone
else from the University who remembers
her.

Barry has also heard from Beatrice
(Banke) Akintolu (LLB ’00), who has
also recently had a baby girl. She was in
Ireland at the time and was just about to
leave for England before heading home to
Nigeria, so we are waiting for further news
and fuller details.

And here is a message from Yafit Parnes
(LLB ’00) and Sharone Parnes (LLB ’02)
Hi!
I’m Yafit & Sharone’s beautiful new baby
girl. My name is Roni and I was born in
Oxford on 8 July 2003 at 10:17am just in
time for morning tea and weighed in at
3.242kg or 7lbs 1.5oz.
I would have written sooner to introduce
myself, but since the day I arrived I’ve
busily kept my parents feeling much too
tired to take my dictation. I’ve only given
them a precious few minutes right now,
just so they can get this message out.
And it sure is fortunate that they can type
fast, as I’m already hungry (again).
By the way, Roni means “jubilation” in
Hebrew and I’ve already earned my name
by bringing so much joy to my parents.
You’ll see what I mean when we meet in
person. Hopefully that will be very soon! 
See you soon!
Roni Parnes

Jean Christophe Bellepeau
(LLB ’95) informed us that his wife
Arianne gave birth to beautiful twins-
Andrea (a girl) and Adrien (a boy) on the
5 April 2003. In Jean Christophe’s words
“As you may imagine, my life has changed
completely with the arrival of these two
new members of our family.”

Aderonke Nwadike-Oshin (LLB ’96) has
given birth to baby girl, Demi, in June
2002 (see page 4).

Eileen Booth (BA Politics, Economics
and Law ‘ 90) and her husband Stephen
announced the birth, on 27 June 2003, of
their son, Sebastian William Booth.
Baby Sebastian’s details are weight 6lb
3oz; length 19.5 inches.
Eileen and Stephen Booth also had a
baby daughter, Hannah Charlotte Booth,
born on 11June, 2001.In Eileen’s words
“She is a real pistol.”

Finally, we are proud to inform you that
our friend and colleague from the Careers
Service – Tracy Dunkley, whose
marriage to Michael Dunkley was
announced in the previous Independent,
has given birth to a baby boy, Thomas
Michael. He was born at 4.59pm on
Friday 8 August 2003 at Stoke Mandeville
Hospital. He weighed 8lbs 11oz. Both
mother and baby are doing fine.
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We, that is myself (Karel S̆lajs alias
Charlie) and my wife Nathalie S̆lajs
(Chanon) met at the University in 1998
and in fact got married just a year later,
in June 1999.

At that time, David Pendrill, Professor in
the Accounting Department, and our
close friend wrote an article about our
wedding in The Independent, Summer
1999. That article, if you allow me this
opinion, in fact triggered something big -
at that time absolutely unexpected, i.e.
two pages of alumni getting engaged
and entering this new path of love,
something we all call marriage… Nearly
all the subsequent issues of The
Independent contain at least two pages
where we always find someone we knew
whilst at the campus.

We left Buckingham just over four years
ago, and enjoyed a lovely time in
Somerset, near Bath. We have now
returned to Buckingham and renewed
our passion for the little town, which
gave us both the love of our life. Having
always remained regular visitors of

Buckingham, we are now in close
contact with the University, especially
with Anne Matsuoka and all her team, as
well as with all our friends, who remained
at the University until this day (you know
who you are ☺ )  Anyway, enough of this
memory spilling, let’s get down to the
business…

Not long ago, Anne Matsuoka
approached us and presented an idea to
us, stating: “Karel and Nathalie, would
you like to write an article for The
Independent, and become a contact for
all the married couples out there, who
have either, long before your arrival at
Buckingham, during or after, fallen in

love, got engaged and then got
married…”? The rest is history.
My initial reaction, that I did not know of
anyone anymore, is long gone since I
attended the Alumni Summer Boat Party
in London, where I met up with many
very good friends from my time at the
University. We all in fact raised our
glasses to this adventure in hope of a
reunion with all our partners.

So, to you all out there in the big world,
tell us all about your story, what you are
doing, how many children you have and
where you are.
We look forward to hearing from you all.
Do get in touch via e-mail on
karel&Nathalie@slajs.fsworld.co.uk.
We look forward to meeting some of you
at the Alumni Christmas Party on the 
18 December 2003, at the Institute of
Economic Affairs, in London.

Karel (Charlie) (BSc Econ AFM ‘99)
and Nathalie S̆lajs (MA Heritage
Tourism Management ‘99)

To All Alumni
Have you met your loved one at the University? 

Did you get married? Then Get in Touch!

When other journalists were leaving Iraq
at the end of the war, Colin Peck took
the opportunity to make the journey of a
lifetime:

The Marsh Arabs
Any biblical scholar will tell you that Eden
is where the Tigris and Euphrates meet. I
took the chance to slip my leash and visit
paradise.

I can report that paradise is mostly
desert. Saddam Hussein took a dislike to
the Marsh Arabs and pulled the plug on
their marshes. It was a brutal and savage
work to wipe out an entire culture and the
oldest one in the world at that. Their reed
houses and high bowed boats are
identical to the Sumerian ones of five or
six thousand years ago. Now the Marsh
Arabs live in high-crime concrete slums.
But not all of them.

After half a day of scouring the deserts
we found a lake-marsh that had escaped
governmental attention. Within minutes
we were being punted off in a Sumerian
style Mashhuff that served excellently too
as a magic carpet back into time. I had a
wide and silly grin. And it was Paradise.
We chose an Island and invited ourselves
to spend the night with Hakim, his three
wives and twenty or so children. Great
black buffaloes circled around like

floating milk factories and all the nets
were full of fish. The women and children
would set off in Zeemes, tiny boats of
three planks hammered together. On the
evening water the women in their long
robes look like ghosts drifting along the
ether. They punt from island to island and
continue from land to water and to land
again in one movement, when the bow
hits land they seamlessly continue in a
walk: very often with a hand full of
flapping fish. Here is a recipe: put the
flapping fish onto the fire, cover in buffalo
dung and serve after five minutes. Wash
down with buffalo milk. Delicious.

I had been warned not to mess with the
Marsh Arabs. In Basra the word was, if
we could find any, they were a lawless
cutthroat bunch. We would be lucky if
they just kidnapped us. Majid and Abbas
had reluctantly agreed to take me there.
After an emotional farewell to Hakim I
triumphantly pointed out to Abbas that his
fear had been ill-founded, that the Marsh
Arabs were a friendly and convivial lot
who just had to be treated with the right
sensitivity.
“Yes” said Abbas. ‘Do you know what I
told them?”

“What did you tell them Abbas?”

“I told them if there was any trouble, if

we came to any harm, that the
Americans would be very angry. They
would come with their jets and
helicopters, they would flatten their
houses and destroy them completely, not
one of them would be left alive.”

Back in Basra I complained of this to
Doctor Achmed, a dentist and Marsh
Arab enthusiast.

“Of course,” he said. “That is the only
language they understand.”
Colin Peck (LLB ’82)

Quotes of the Season
What a wonderful surprise!!

Thank you very much for your birthday
message and please extend my thanks to
all in the alumni office.

I shall be shortly sending you a bit of a
‘portfolio’ on my life for the magazine
since I left Buckingham. How it was being
Miss Zambia 1997 (and going to Miss
World), Miss Malaika 2000 top ten finalist
and now finally working and practicing
law as a corporate in-house lawyer in
Zambia for Grant Thornton!

Thanks for the continued Alumni
magazine and keep up the good work -
and all the best!

Tukuza Tembo (LLB ‘96)
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Obituary – Death of Sir Denis Thatcher

It was with great sadness that the
University learnt of the death of Sir Denis
Thatcher. Sir Denis passed away on the
morning of Thursday 26th June 2003.

Sir Denis was awarded an Honorary
Degree by the University in 2000, the only
Honorary Degree he ever accepted, of
which we are very proud. The
presentation, given by Professor John
Clarke, talked of Sir Denis as a true
‘English gentleman’ - a comment that was
picked up by much of the UK media.

Staff, students and alumni sent their
deepest sympathy to Baroness Thatcher,
whose strongest supporter and
companion throughout their life together
was Sir Denis. He was always by her side
during her visits to Buckingham and was
a much loved character here in his own
right.

Following the announcement of Sir
Denis’s death, messages of condolence
that were received from the alumni were
forwarded to Baroness Thatcher. Please
see above a copy of her response to
those of you who kindly sent messages.

Writing a piece for The Independent is by
no means easy. We must obviously
include the important things that have
happened over the past year or so, but at
the same time not lose that lightness of
touch for which universities have always
been known. Certainly we can’t leave
out the formation of our new department
itself. International Studies has united
the talents of the Economics, Politics and
History staff to form a department that,
we hope, is going to prove greater than
the sum of its parts. Our aim is to
produce programmes that are not, like
the famous definition of history, ‘just one
damned thing after another’, but ones
that give our students a sense of
direction as they attempt to navigate a
complex and sometimes baffling world
during their post-university lives. We aim
to give more than just vocational or
recreational education, but also to impart
a set of standards, academic and
perhaps even personal, that help our
students to understand what is really
happening, and why.

Student numbers in International Studies
have been stable over the past two years.
The issue of the optimum number of
students is much debated, with the
economists providing the helpful rule that
the marginal cost of an (additional)
student should be equal to the marginal
benefit. Unfortunately, there is
disagreement about whose costs and
whose benefits. Do we consider the
interests of the students, the academic
staff, the secretarial staff, the
administrative staff, or the finance office?
Politics are anxious to resolve such

conflicts, and if they fail we can rely on
the wisdom of the historians. Through
such discussions International Studies is
becoming a single academic entity.

We can certainly take comfort from the
enormous experience of the academic
staff. Professor Clarke has been at
Buckingham since the University began,
and is now doubling up as Secretary to
the University, assisted by Angela Brown,
the tireless ex departmental secretary in
Politics. Professors Ricketts and Barry
are very nearly (in Buckingham terms) as
long in the tooth. The current economics
department has collectively spent a total
of over 100 years at the University.
Some say this indicates great loyalty to
Buckingham; others cite recent
employment protection legislation.
Whatever the explanation, such longevity
inevitably has its downside.Two of our
most experienced academic staff have
retired. Both Dr. Skinner and Professor
Shaw are going to be much missed. We
hope their replacements, when they
materialise, will be half as good.

Meanwhile, back on the ranch, Mrs.
Linda Waterman struggles manfully to
keep the students and those in gainful
employment in some sort of order. It’s all
education, education, education. Such
single-mindedness is quite rare in small
English market towns, even those as
historic as Buckingham. As Lloyd
George said ‘the Welsh are passionate
about education; the English have no
particular objection.’
Mr Malcolm Rees

University News
Do You Fancy Studying at The
Wallace Collection?
Are you interested in antiques or interior
decoration? Would you like to make a
career in the art world? If so, why not find
out more about the Buckingham MA
programme in Decorative Arts and
Historic Interiors. The course is based in
London at The Wallace Collection, one of
the finest collections of French fine and
decorative arts in the world and taught
jointly by University staff, the curators of
The Wallace Collection and visiting
experts. Applications are invited for this
autumn (start date 29 September) and
alumni who have a 2:1 or above are
eligible for discounts. The University also
offers a commission if you introduce a
friend. For more information, or an
application form, please contact, as soon
as possible, Angela Brown by telephoning
+44 (0) 1280 820289 or e-mailing
arthistory@buckingham.ac.uk.You can
also find details on the University website.

Professor Keith Shaw Receives an
Emeritus Professorship

A dinner was held at the Villiers Hotel on Friday
2 August 2003 in honour of Professor Keith
Shaw.

Two other Emeritus Professors were present to
welcome Keith into this exclusive club –
Professor Alan Brook and Professor Mark Blaug,
who gave the after-dinner speech.

An academic, he remarked, was distinguished
by his publications and he went on to remind the
guests of Keith’s work in macroeconomics.

Of his many papers, spanning four decades it
was a suitable occasion to mention “The
University of Buckingham after 10 Years: A
Tentative Evaluation”, a joint paper that Keith
and Mark had written in 1988.The award of an
Emeritus Professorship was in recognition of the
central role played by Keith Shaw in establishing
the academic reputation of the fledgling
University of Buckingham.

In his reply Professor Shaw emphasised the
importance of the scholarly work done in the
Department of Economics in the late 1970s and
early 1980s which helped build the credibility of
the University and thus buttressed its successful
application for a Royal Charter.

Members of the Department attending the
dinner included Norman Barry, Martin Ricketts,
Mike McCrostie and Malcolm Rees as well as
Professor John Clarke and Linda Waterman.
Also present were: Dr Ruth Towse, Professor
Blaug’s wife, a well-known academic economist
in her own right, also Nic Tideman and his wife
Estil Putney who both have long associations
with the University.

The dinner was arranged to mark the
importance of Professor Shaw’s outstanding
academic contribution, but the long association
of so many of the guests with Buckingham
made it very much an evening spent in the
company of old friends.
Professor Martin Ricketts
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University News
Emeritus Professor Alan Brook
Awarded MBE in Queen’s
Birthday Honours List

The University of Buckingham is
delighted to congratulate Professor Alan
Brook on the award of an MBE in the
Queen’s Birthday Honours list. His award
is for services to the community,
especially music and education in
Buckinghamshire.

Alan Brook (pictured above) joined the
University as Professor of Biological
Sciences in the 1970s and served as a
Pro-Vice-Chancellor in the period leading
up to his retirement in 1989. He remains
an active scientist and is presently
working on yet another book on his great
love, desmids, which are freshwater
algae.

Since his retirement some fourteen years
ago, Professor Brook has played an
active role in the enrichment of the
community life of the Buckingham area.
He has devoted an enormous part of his
energy and time to this task and is well
loved by an enormous number of people
in the town of Buckingham and in
surrounding villages. His major
contribution has been to the musical life
of the community but the local population
has benefited from his scientific expertise
in a number of ways as well.

Professor Brook has been Joint Director
of the Buckingham Summer Festival
since it was started in 1989 and
Chairman of the Buckingham Festival of
Music and Drama since 1988. He
continues to play a leading role in
organising concerts and lectures at the
University and has been President of the
Buckingham Branch of the University of
the Third Age. As many will know, he is
always ready to give a talk, play his
violin, and organise musical events or to
help good causes in all manner of ways.

Professor David Pendrill

Chancellor’s Cup Finale
In the best tradition of “Roy of the
Rovers” the Law School performed the
impossible (well, certainly the improbable
after losing the opening volleyball
tournament) to become the University of
Buckingham Chancellor’s Cup
Champions for 2003.

Following their 2 games to 1 defeat in the
volleyball, the Business School extended
their lead to 130 points with just 2 events
left. However, the attention paid by Law
lecturer Guy MacCrindle to the small print
of the tournament rules and his skilful
manipulation of the bonus points system
enabled the Law School to accrue vital
points.

The tug of war proved that appearances
could be deceptive as the Law School,
the smaller of the two teams, won the
first pull. The tables were now turned, as
the Business School had to win the
second pull to prevent the Law School
from snatching victory. With a change of
ends the Law School showed that the
first pull was not a fluke as they again
won the second pull with comparative
ease.

With Alistair Alcock, Sheena McMurtrie
and James Slater leading by example
(and gaining more bonus points) the Law
School took the Tug of War competition
and in doing so secured victory in the
Chancellor’s Cup for the Law School,
with a final points tally of: Law School
632 points and Business School 564
points.

The Chancellor’s Cup (awarded for the
first time this year) was presented to
Charlotte Walsh, Dean of the Law
School, and three cheers were given for
all those who took part and for Stefan
Ridley, whose tireless work made the
whole event possible.

Quotes of the Season
Thank you very much indeed for the kind
thoughts. Please pass on my best to
everybody else at the Alumni Office; you
are all doing a wonderful job.
Kind regards,
Maina Kigundu (LLB ’01) 

The Duck Race
On Wednesday, 30 July 2003 the famous
annual Duck Race took place on the
River Ouse in the grounds of the
University of Buckingham.

To be able to participate in this legendary
event a cute tiny yellow duckling had to
be purchased from the Student Union
Office, which was then individually and
creatively dressed by each participant.

After short consideration we decided to
organise a wedding for our two little
ducks, as we bought them together and
we noticed that they loved each other
right away.

During a humorous shopping tour in town
we found enough things to style our
loving duck couple for their nuptials. After
about an hour of tinkering the ducks
(pictured below) had their individual tailor
made suit and wedding dress and were
ready for the race.

On the day of the race all the
participating ducks got together at a BBQ
in front of the Mill. While listening to the
Mike Lucas duo, which played fantastic
guitar music, they were able to observe
potential competitors. It seemed that the
racing ducks were less excited about the
whole event than were their owners but
while the judgement for the best-dressed
duck took place one could feel tension in
the air.

Besides our wedding couple, one could
find university graduates, Chinese ducks,
police ducks and many more, which
made it hard for the jury to find a winner.
After long consideration the surprising
result was that our two little loving ducks
were the winners.

The first prize for the best-dressed duck
was a voucher for a dinner for two at the
Cheng-Du Chinese Restaurant in town.

Afterwards, the actual race took place. All
the ducks were taken into the water and
tried their best to win the race. It was an
exciting head-to-head race and a cute
picture to watch 60 little yellow ducks try
to find their way to the finish line!

Eileen Voss (Law with Management) and
Sebastian Deppe (Business Studies)

Professor Alan Brook
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Marketing Update & Diary of Events – Overseas Visits

Careers Corner
Dear Alumni,

I am writing to introduce myself and
explain what I am hoping to do with your
Careers Department. My name is Marcus
Williams and I am your University
Careers Adviser, whilst Tracy Dunkley is
on maternity leave.

I have over ten years’ experience as a
Careers Adviser, having managed
geographical areas and specialist teams
such as higher education and disability. I
have also worked for multinational
companies as both trainee and manager,
worked for the DES, worked for an MP
and set up and run my own business.

I need your help.
Some of you have contacted the Alumni
office and me, via Tracy, offering help.
Thank you very much for the offer. I have
been thinking of how best to use your
skills and expertise. What I would like to
do is, working with you, set up an on-line
mentoring project.

This would, with your permission, allow
students from your country and discipline
to email and ask you about career
related issues such as:
“How did you choose your Inn of Court?”
“How did you fill in your application for
the bar in Singapore?”
“Have you any tips for the CSS entrance
exams?”

We would of course set up rules and
guidelines for this, so that you are not

inundated with enquiries. In time this
could possibly extend to a “work
experience” and even a vacancy service
solely for University of Buckingham
Students.

I am in the process of organising some
student visits to the Inns of Court. These
will take place in October, November and
December this year. The exact dates
have yet to be arranged but if any of you
are at your Inn on the date and would
like to meet us for lunch that would be
wonderful.

If anyone would like to come and talk to
the students about experiences in your
industry, or would like to offer other help,
please contact me. If you feel that you
would like to help please contact me at
marcus.williams@buckingham.ac.uk

Overseas visits are continuing, with
much success. John Halladay and I went
to Bermuda in June, visiting all seven
schools on the island. We also met the
Governor of Bermuda and the Head of
the Bermudian Law Society. We had very
pleasant drinks with 20 Bermudian
alumni (see the picture below) on the
Friday evening. Leo Mills even ensured
we got on the Bermudian News. Many
thanks must go to all the Bermudian
alumni, especially Willie Bourne and Leo
Mills for making our trip so pleasant.

Irving Stevens had a very successful trip
to Nigeria in May, this being the first ever
Education Fair held there, by our pro-
active agent, Lawrie Green. Irving went
with representatives of six other
Universities, including the Universities of
Warwick and Kent, and we received
more student applications than any of
the others, so thanks go to Irving and
Lawrie Green.

Penka Marinova made another
successful visit to Bulgaria in May, where

we had good attendance, despite an
unexpected ruling by the government
that all Bulgarians work that particular
weekend. Penka continues her excellent
work in bringing us many Bulgarian
students, and she will be making another
trip to Bulgaria in the Autumn.

As I write, Olga Thomas is representing
us in Cyprus, with Sabah Jassim going
out to Athens for the British Council Fair
at the end of August. Irving Stevens will
be visiting the Bahamas in September,
and Frances Robinson will be going to
China then also, and later on to Pakistan.
David Pendrill will be visiting Malaysia
and Gerry Loftus will be going to Japan
this Autumn. If any alumni would like to
help please contact:
jane.russell@buckingham.ac.uk

Admissions
We have implemented a number of
changes in the Admissions Department,
to improve our customer service and
conversion rates. We went live with
online applications at the beginning of
July. In April we implemented OPRA, the
Online Prospectus Request
Administration system. We’re also
turning round prospectus requests within
24 hours. We still have to implement
sending out covering letters with our
prospectuses, and regular email follow-
ups of enquirers, and these should be
coming shortly.

UK School Visits
We have visited over 100 UK language
schools in the last 12 months, which is a
great way to spread our name. Many are
interested in our unique two-year
degrees, and have made reciprocal visits
back to us. A lot of language schools are
now developing University Foundation
Courses. With the growth of these
Foundation Courses, there is far more
demand from their students to then come
onto universities like Buckingham to do
their degree. We are putting a number of
agency agreements in place with
language schools.

Open Days
The Open Day on 20 August 2003 was
the biggest yet, with over 50 potential
students attending. We had a large
group from Stafford House College, with
about 35 young Nigerian students
(pictured above), and a number of local
families attended also. The next event is
on 17 September 2003. For more details
about Open Days please contact:
debbie.millns@buckingham.ac.uk
Hilary Baxter

University News
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The idea to resurrect the University of Buckingham
Theatre Society (BATS) began as the brainchild of
Anne Matsuoka from the PR/Alumni Department
but thanks to the students’ enthusiasm for acting
(and/or overacting) the news soon spread. She first
discussed the idea over dinner and copious
quantities of red wine, with an undergraduate
student last Autumn (2002). Monika Mikula (EFL)
ran with it and got together a group of similarly
enthusiastic friends to help. With Mark Higson (BSc
Business Studies ’01) as Treasurer and Setara
Green (English Literature) as President, BATS’
inaugural production of ‘Jamie Bondage – 0069 –
The Final Position’ was becoming a reality.

Every society is made up of talented individuals and
mention must be made of Rakesh Phakey (BA
History ’99; MA Biography ’01), honorary member
of BATS and alumnus. Without his admirable writing
skills (including sexual innuendo and appalling puns!)
this play could not have been the rip-roaring success
that it was. Likewise the unforgettable narrating and
cross-dressing antics of George Jones (Law). One
more person in the audience at the Radcliffe Centre
and it would have burst!!

Rightly proud of ourselves, we found our next

challenge
was a
request to
provide a
short piece
of drama for
International
Night on the
2 May 2003.
This took
the form of a Pakistani student’s experiences in
Buckingham, related through letters to his mother
back home. ‘Appu’s Adventures’ raised a lot of
laughs…and a few eyebrows too!

Recent efforts have a Shakespearean flavour, with a
production of Pyramus and Thisbe from A
Midsummer Night’s Dream, enhanced with the
addition of a picnic of strawberries and champagne.

BATS is one of the few University of Buckingham
Societies that can claim to be truly multi-national,
incorporating students from diverse disciplines. It is a
success because of the enthusiasm and hard work
of its members, not forgetting the fact that - theatre
is fun!

Setara Green (English Literature)

It was a beautiful summer evening in June in
London, and the waves of the Thames were
glittering in the sun - a perfect time for
celebration. Our elegant boat, the
‘Viscountess’, was quietly rocking and
dreaming away with her anchor down, when
suddenly a hundred-strong group of exuberant
alumni, staff and students turned up on the
deck (including my group of foxy Hungarian
friends pictured below!). With the wine
already flowing, the anchors were raised and
off we went - four hours of sailing and partying
on the River Thames! 

To be totally honest, I wasn’t sure whether I
should laugh or cry that night. After all it was
my 25th birthday for goodness’ sake!  Is there
a life after 25? My friends told me YES so I
forgot about my desperate state for a few
hours and really really started to enjoy myself.

The food and wine was good (the wine was

kindly provided by the company of one of our
alumni, Marc Giebels van Bekestein, (BA
European Studies ‘88) and we had a brilliant
DJ too, “Tricky” Ricky Phakey (BA History
’99; MA Biography ’01), who is also a
Buckingham alumnus. He has this incredible
talent of playing just the music that everyone
wants, thus creating amazing vibes on the
dance floor. No need to mention, but I will
anyway, that my friends and I were some of
the craziest dancers there! 

I managed, before the dancing started, to
meet quite a few of the alumni and felt that as
a networking event the party worked incredibly
well. It is amazing to be able to swap stories
of Buckingham with people who have been
there years ago – but not that much has

changed, so the links are strong and the
possibilities of new friendships endless.

However, as the cliché says, all good things
must come to an end, and when it turned
11pm we did not want to go home. All my
University friends greeted me with gifts, cakes
and the ‘happy birthday’ song. Yet I still wanted
more, and my friends and I ended the evening
clubbing in London. A great finish to a fantastic
party.

We all look forward impatiently to the Alumni
Christmas Party, which will take place at the
Institute of Economic Affairs on 18 December
2003.

Monika Mikula (EFL)

To All Alumni
This publication is for you
and if you would like input
into the next issue, please
send comments and ideas to
Anne Matsuoka.

The next publication we
produce will contain more
information, updating you on
where alumni are these days
and what they are up to.

Please Note:

Copy for the next
issue required by
19th December

2003

Alumni Summer Party 2003
Dear Alumni,

Following the success of the Summer Party we
are very pleased to invite you to the University of
Buckingham Alumni Christmas Party which will
take place in London on Thursday, 18 December.
This will be a cocktail party from 6-8pm and
tickets are priced at £10 each, to include
canapes and mulled wine. This will be another
'networking' event as the students very much
appreciated the opportunity to meet you all in the
summer.

The sale of tickets for the Christmas Party, to be
held at the Institute of Economic Affairs, 2 Lord

North Street, Westminster, London, SW1P 3LB is
on a first come first served basis and the number
of tickets available is very limited. We will also
list the attendees on the website, as we did for
the summer party.

You can purchase your ticket from the PR/Alumni
Department either by credit card, or cheque but
the deadline is Monday, 8 December so please
hurry and book your ticket now.

For tickets and further information please contact
either Anne Matsuoka or Larisa Bogle on 01280
820338/ 01280 820213 
e-mail: anne.matsuoka@buckingham.ac.uk /
larisa.bogle@buckingham.ac.uk

University of Buckingham… Goes BATS


