
 

 
 
 

News from Buckingham University Centre for Security and 
Intelligence Studies (BUCSIS) 

 
 
 
Professor Anthony Glees writes: 
  

'The start of the Autumn Term 2016 brought more than 30 outstanding MA students to 
BUCSIS. They join the growing ranks of MPhil and DPhil students, 14 in all.  
 
At the University of Buckingham, more excellent students means more excellent 
lecturers and we’ve been delighted that Dr Vassilis ('Bill') Kappis is now part of our 
teaching team: Bill comes to us from Greece, via the Universities of Sydney and Tel Aviv 
and is a younger scholar of rare distinction. He will lead on the diplomacy aspects of the 
delivery of security activity.  
 
Over the summer two of our research students, Giles Wollenmann became the latest 
BUCSIS research students to be awarded doctorates, with four successful candidates 
this year alone. Over the past six years, six of our students have achieved DPhils, and 
one an MPhil: Megan Munroe (USA), Randy Wilson (USA),  Twana Bawa (Kurdistan), 
Eugene Eji (Nigeria), Tony Percy (USA), Edmar Salem (UK), Giles Wollenmann 
(Switzerland) and Mohammed Salem (UAE). 
 

Not surprisingly, our 'headquarters' at Prebend House hums with the learning that is 
underway there.  
 

All in all this makes BUCSIS the largest department of its kind in the entire European 
Union, attracting students from all over the world. Current students include several 
from Canada, from Germany, Belgium, Venezuela, Sub-Saharan Africa, with about half 
of our students this year being British. 
 
Turning to our work, BUCSIS exists to promote the study of security and of the policies 
that are intended to deliver security, with a particular focus on intelligence-led policy 
and politics, law enforcement and the diplomatic and international relations aspects of 



security policy. 
  

Self-evidently the vote that the UK should leave the EU, albeit of a relatively small 
majority (52:48% of all voters), will have major consequences for the future security of 
the UK, the EU27 and the West more generally. 
 
The election of Donald J Trump as the 45th president of the USA will also have a 
profound impact on the delivery of security and on security policies. In terms of Western 
security, it is his policy on NATO that will surely prove decisive (and may influence the 
development of a ‘European Army’). In respect of the ‘special relationship’ between the 
USA and the UK (which is, above all things, a security and intelligence relationship), 
including, of course, the USA. Working together to counter a common threat has 
produced effective outcomes in the past and must continue to do so.  
 
At the same time, all free states everywhere, whether in the western hemisphere, the 
eastern hemisphere, in Africa or the EU face national security threats from Daesh and 
Islamism more generally. 
  

Of course, the delivery of security (as the Lisbon Treaty makes plain) is a matter for 
individual EU states, not the EU as a whole. It can plausibly be argued that security is so 
important 'Brexit' must not, and will not, affect it. On the other hand, the existence of 
the EU made security collaboration a much more straightforward process whether we 
are talking about INTCEN (the intelligence sharing centre of the EU28), about Europol, 
about the Counter-Terrorism Working Group or indeed the many other EU28 facilities 
each nation state can exploit. 
 
It is not yet clear to what extent President Trump will develop his campaign pledges on 
security, both in the USA and in terms of NATO, Russia and China. In terms of 
intelligence-led security policy it is also not clear whether he intends, as he has said, to 
sanction a return to waterboarding and other forms of torture, or how he will deal with 
the US’s secret agencies and how they work together with, in particular, those of the 
UK. 
 
However, one thing is certain: there has never been a more fascinating time to study 
security and how it is delivered. The world seems to be on the cusp of major changes 
and understanding them, and mastering them, is what we at BUCSIS do. 
   

In short, the research and teaching that BUCSIS undertakes is of considerable 
significance and we will continue to map and analyse developments with care and 
attention. Prospective students should look at our recent and on-going publications to 
appreciate the vibrancy of our academic research. 
  

 
 



At BUCSIS we try hard to bring expert voices to bear on our studies. Our 'Prebend 
House' Advanced Studies seminar series continues to feature outstanding individuals as 
our speakers. 
  

This term's speakers have been: Prof Alan Woodward (Europol), Prof Niels Poulsen 
(Danish Royal Defence Academy), Dr David Strachan-Morris, Michael Knox CBE (former 
chief investigator HMCE), Sheikh Musa Admani (London) and Lord Kirkhope of 
Harrogate’. 
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